Col 3:5



 - is the second person plural aorist active imperative from the verb NEKROW, meaning “to put to death.”  This is a reference to the function of the rebound technique as the first problem solving device in the protocol plan of God.


The aorist tense is a constative aorist for the entirety of a succession of events during our lifetime as Christians.


The active voice indicates that all Church Age believers are to produce this action.


The imperative mood is a command.

 - is the postpositive conjunctive particle OUN, meaning “Therefore.”  It introduces a self-evident conclusion.

 - is the accusative direct object from the generic use of the neuter plural article and noun MELOS, meaning “the members, parts, or limbs.”  Here it is used figuratively for those functions of the sin nature, which are a part of our life as Christians but are certainly not a part of our spiritual life.

 - is the appositional accusative from the neuter plural article used as a relative pronoun, translated “which” plus the preposition EPI plus the genitive feminine singular from the article and the noun GĒ, meaning “on the earth.”  Literally the phrase is translated “Therefore put to death the parts [of your life] which [are] on the earth.”  This is an idiom that should be translated “put to death the parts (of your life) which belong to the earth.”
“Therefore put to death the parts [of your life] which belong to the earth:”
 - is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun PORNEIA, meaning “prostitution, fornication, or adultery.”  It is a reference to every kind of unlawful sexual intercourse or sexual immorality.
 - is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun AKATHARSIA, which means “impurity.”  It refers to the practice of abnormal sexual immorality.

 - is the accusative direct object from the neuter singular noun PATHOS, which means both “suffering” and “passion.”  Here it means sinful sexual passion.

 - is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun EPITHUMIA, which means “desire (evil desire as opposed to virtuous desires), longing, or craving.”  Here it refers to the lust pattern of the old sin nature.

, - is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular adjective KAKOS, meaning “bad, worthless, inferior, evil” and modifies the previous noun EPITHUMIA.

, - is the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun PLEONEXZIA, which means “greediness, insatiableness, avarice, or covetousness.”  Here it means covetousness in the sense of wanting more and more.

“unlawful sexual intercourse, immorality, sinful sexual passion, evil desire, and covetousness,”
 - is the nominative subject from the feminine singular correlative relative pronoun HOSTIS, meaning “which” and refers back to the entire list of sins just mentioned.

 - is the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be.”

The present tense is a static present for a condition which perpetually exists.


The active voice indicates that these sins always produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

, - is the predicate nominative from the feminine singular noun EIDWLOLATRIA, which means “idolatry.”
“which is idolatry.”
Col 3:5 corrected translation
“Therefore put to death the parts [of your life] which belong to the earth: unlawful sexual intercourse, immorality, sinful sexual passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry.”
Explanation:
1.  Based on everything that Paul has been teaching, he now comes to a self-evident conclusion:  put to death the parts of your human life on earth that are not a part of your spiritual life.  How do we do this?  Through the exercise of the spiritual skills of the Christian life.


a.  The first spiritual skill is the filling of the Holy Spirit—being influenced by the Holy Spirit.  We are filled with the Spirit through the use of the first problem solving device of the plan of God for the Church; that is, through use of the recovery procedure of 1 Jn 1:9, “If we name, cite, acknowledge our sins to God, He is faithful and justified to forgive our sins and to purify us from all wrongdoing.”  When we are filled with the Holy Spirit we cannot commit fornication, adultery, sexual lust for other men and women or any of the other forms of sexual idolatry.


b.  The second spiritual skill is the metabolization of doctrine—learning and believing the teachings of the word of God.  We metabolize doctrine by being self-motivated to come and listen to the teaching of the word of God, by objectively receiving what is taught, and then through our very own positive volition, accepting that doctrine as true.  Metabolization of doctrine does not stop there.  It includes the circulation of that doctrine in our thinking or stream of consciousness.  We cannot just learn doctrine one day and then forget it and carry on with our life now that we are no longer in Bible class.  Metabolization means we use that doctrine we have believed in our everyday thinking.  We use it to face every situation in life, both good and bad.  We remember what we have been taught; concentrate on it, and apply it as a part of our new spiritual scale of values.


c.  The third spiritual skill is the use of the problem-solving devices of the Christian way of life.  The problem-solving devices are: the recovery procedure, the filling of the Holy Spirit, the faith-rest drill, grace orientation, doctrinal orientation, a personal sense of destiny, personal love for God, unconditional love for all mankind, sharing the perfect happiness of God, and occupation with the person of our Lord Jesus Christ.  We apply doctrine only through the use of these spiritual  problem-solving devices.  The problem-solving devices are God’s system for the application of metabolized doctrine to experience.  Any other means of applying doctrine produces false doctrine.


d.  The result of using these spiritual skills is obedience to God and the execution of the spiritual life God has provided for us, which glorifies God and testifies against Satan in his appeal of God’s sentence to the lake of fire all fallen angels.

2.  Next Paul lists a series of sins, which describe the category of sins known as sexual sins.  All the sins mentioned here are related to the practice of pagan mystery cult religions, which were rampant throughout the Roman Empire.
3.  The Source, Solution, and Punishment of Sexual Sins.

a.  God created sex as a monopoly of marriage for recreation and procreation.


b.  Sexual intercourse in marriage unites the bodies of husband and wife, but only respect (producing true love, integrity, humility, and reciprocity) unites the soul of the husband and wife in marriage.



(1)  The union of the bodies and souls is where there is true greatness in sex.  Their souls are united and as a result their bodies are united.



(2)  The unity of the souls is the true love of the husband for the wife and the wife for the husband.



(3)  This true love is sponsored by reciprocity, which results in application of true motivation and blessing that God has designed for sex in marriage.


c.  After the fall of mankind in sin, sex was not only a continuation of the coalescence of souls, but the expression of reciprocity, which purifies and motivates love in marriage, and the perpetuation of the human race and motivation for parents to train the children in life.


d.  The coalescence of souls brings true meaning to the phrase “one flesh” (Gen 2:24) and establishes precedence for that ‘one flesh’ in marriage.


e.  Sex and marriage were created prior to the fall of man.  Therefore, there is nothing wrong with sex in marriage.


f.  Precedence provided by God demands that we understand the reason for the divine provision of sexuality.  Pristine principles related to the creation of mankind establish the true meaning of sex as the conjugal relationship for marriage only.  The first occurrence of sex happened after marriage, setting the precedence for human history.


g.  Heb 13:4, “Let marriage be held in honor by all, and let sexual intercourse be undefiled; for fornication and adulterers God will judge.”


h.  The categories of sexual sins.



(1)  Adultery, which is voluntary sexual intercourse of a married person with someone other than his wife.



(2)  Fornication, which is voluntary sexual intercourse between two unmarried persons or two persons not married to each other.



(3)  The sexual sins of degeneracy.




(a)  Homosexuality, which is voluntary sexual intercourse directed toward a person of one’s own sex.




(b)  Bestiality, which is sexual relationship between a human being and an animal.




(c)  Necrophilia, which is erotic attraction to a corpse.



(4)  The sexual sins of crime.




(a)  Rape, which is to force a person to have sexual intercourse.




(b)  Incest, which is sexual intercourse between parents and children.




(c)  Pederasty, which is sexual relationship between two males, one of whom is a minor.




(d)  Prostitution, which is the practice of engaging in sexual intercourse for money.




(e)  Pandering, which is the function of a pimp, a go-between who profits from the vices of others related to illicit sexual intercourse.



(5)  The sexual sins related to evil includes the phallic cult, demonism, and demon cults related to sex.


i.  True love is in the soul.  The spiritual life of the soul must take precedence for the battle is in the soul.  Lust starts in the soul.  Failure demands the use of recovery, 1 Jn 1:9.



(1)  The power of the filling of the Holy Spirit is a major issue in rejecting the temptation of sexual sins.



(2)  We have a spiritual teacher in God the Holy Spirit, Jn 14:26, to make these things become a part of our soul’s thinking.


(3)  Gal 5:16, “Keep walking by means of the Spirit and you will not carry out the lusts of the flesh.”

j.  If you are ever involved in any kind of sexual sin, do not tell anyone else about it.  Do not go to other people for advice, when you commit a sin.  We will get wrong answers from others.  We have the privacy of our priesthood even when we fail.

k.  Sexual sins are a part of the degeneracy of a nation, Rom 1:24-27.

l.  The desire for sex is genetic, but the function of sexual sins is volitional.  We may be tempted, but we do not have to succumb to that temptation.



(1)  Sexual preference is a matter of self-determination rather than genetic origin.



(2)  Libido is a matter of sexual desire or lust, which combines three general principles:



(a)  Normal sexual desire, which is not sin (that is, sex in marriage).




(b)  Sexual lust as a temptation from the sin nature, but not sin until the sin nature takes it over.




(c)  Sexual preference, which is a matter of volition related to circumstances, ignorance, or cognition of Bible doctrine.

m.  Don’t blame your sin on other people, alcohol, drugs or anything else.  Take the responsibility for the sin and recover immediately.  We do not have to commit the sin just because we lust for it.  Each person involved must take the responsibility for their own failure.

n.  All punishment from God for sexual sins comes from His integrity and a love that does not diminish.

o.  The solution after recovery from carnality is to keep moving in the spiritual life so we can handle the punishment.

p.  The body is not for fornication, but for the Lord, and the Lord is for the body.

q.  Emotion plus lust is not true love.  True love must have integrity.

r.  Eph 5:22-25, 33.  Eph 4:31 lists the things that destroy sex in marriage: bitterness, anger, wrath, quarreling, slander, and malice.

Doctrine of Idolatry
A.  Demon possession functions under the principle of idolatry, Zech 10:2.

B.  Idolatry is analogous to spiritual fornication or adultery.  Spiritual adultery was often used in the Old Testament as a synonym for apostasy.  Jer 3:8-10; Ezek 16:23-43, 23:24-30; Rev 17:1-5.

C.  Idolatry is called the devil’s communion table, 1 Cor 10:19-21.

D.  The General Characteristics of Idolatry.

1.  Idolatry is related to demonism in Lev 20:6.  Idolatry combines demon possession with the Phallic cult.  It was one of Satan’s greatest systems of religion.  Idolatry, demonism, and immoral degeneracy are a manifestation of the unbeliever status quo.  Idolatry became a basis for every imaginable sin.


2.  Idolatry is related to sexual sins in Ezek 23:3-18, 37-49; Lev 18:3-25.  This includes abnormal sexual sins, as noted in Dt 12:29-31.



a.  In Jer 9:14, “But they followed the scar tissue of their hearts and after the Baals, in which their fathers had trained them.”  The phallic cult came from the Phoenicians.



b.  The phallic cult includes immorality of all kinds, such as incest, fornication, homosexuality, bestiality, demonism, human sacrifice, rejection of authority, and social degeneracy.


c.  The entire religious background of the Phoenician phallic cult is found in the epic of Ugarit.  God the Father is counterfeited by the god El.  The Son is counterfeited by Baal.  Baal has a struggle once a year with Mot, the god of death, and he dies (the counterfeit of the cross).  Baal had a wife‑sister, Anoth, who finds his body and brings it back to life (the counterfeit of the resurrection).  She is the goddess of sex, murder, warfare, and love.  In Phoenician she is Ashtarti; in Latin she is Venus.


3.  Idolatry is related to human sacrifice, Lev 20:1-5.


4.  Idolatry is related to rejection of authority, Lev 20:9.


5.  Idolatry is a part of social degeneracy, Lev 20:10-23.

E.  Idolatry is always forbidden by God in any form, Ex 20:3, 23, 23:24; Dt 4:28, 5:7, 6:14, 7:16, 8:19.  The first commandment of the Decalogue prohibits mental idolatry; the second commandment prohibits overt idolatry, Ex 20:1‑6; Dt 5:6‑10.

F.  Idolatry results in the national judgment of the fifth cycle of discipline, Isa 2:8, 18‑20, 21:9, 36:18‑20, 37:12‑19; Jer 3:6‑11, 2:27‑30, 7:17‑20, 17:1-4; Ezek 6:4‑6.

G.  Idolatry is caused by rejection of Jesus Christ as Savior.  Rejection of Christ creates a vacuum, and into that vacuum is drawn idolatry.  Rom 1:18-25.  Idolatry begins in the mind and proceeds to overt practice, Jud 2:10‑13; Ezek 14:7.

H.  Idolatry in relationship to emotional revolt of the soul produces psychotic conditions as well as a variety of phobias, Jer 50:38.

I.  Idolatry is related to the sexual sins of immoral degeneracy, Ezek 22:3-18, 23:37-49; 1 Cor 6:9.

J.  While the believer can enter immoral degeneracy, idolatry and demon possession are sins of the unbeliever only.  Believers can, however, be influenced by demons through living in the cosmic systems or by immoral degeneracy.  Therefore, two categories of people become involved in idolatry.


1.  The unbeliever in immoral degeneracy.



a.  1 Cor 6:9-11, “Or do you not know that the unrighteous [the unbeliever] shall not inherit the kingdom of God?  Do not be deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor Katamites [male homosexual prostitutes], nor homosexuals, nor thieves, nor greedy people [pimps or panderers], nor drunkards, nor abusive persons, nor swindlers, shall inherit the kingdom of God.  And such were some of you; but you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the person of the Lord Jesus Christ, and by the Spirit of our God.”



b.  Eph 5:5, “For you know this principle if you have learned the pertinent doctrine, that every male prostitute, either a pervert or a panderer who is an idolater, has no inheritance in the kingdom of Christ even God.”



c.  Rev 21:7-8, “He who overcomes [believer] shall inherit these things, and I will be His God and he will be My son.  But for the cowardly [unbeliever] and unbelievers, both the detestable and the murderers, both fornicators and drug abusers, and idolaters and all liars, their part will be in the lake that burns with fire and sulfur, which is the second death.”



d.  The sins of immoral degeneracy are always related to the practice of idolatry on the part of the unbeliever.


2.  The believer in immoral degeneracy.



a.  Believers can practice idolatry, such as the Catholic Church’s worship of Mary, the mother of the humanity of our Lord.



b.  1 Cor 6:9-11, “I wrote you in my letter not to associate with immoral people [those involved in immoral degeneracy]; I did not at all mean with immoral people of this world [unbelievers], or with the greedy [pimps and panderers] and swindlers, or with idolaters; for then you would have to go out of the world.  But now I write to you not to associate with any so-called brother, if he should be an immoral person, or greedy, or an idolater, or a slanderer, or a drunkard, or a swindler--not even to eat with such a one.”

K.  The believer is commanded to have nothing to do with idolatry.

1.  1 Cor 10:14, “Therefore, my beloved brethren, flee from idolatry.”


2.  2 Cor 6:16, “Or what agreement has the temple of God with idols?  Just as God said, ‘I will dwell in them, and walk among them, and be their God, and they shall be My people.’”

L.  Unbelievers worship demons in the function of idolatry.  Rev 9:20, “And the rest of mankind who were not killed by these plagues did not change their mind about the works of their hands [idolatry], so as not to worship demons, and the idols of gold, silver, brass, stone, and wood, which can neither see nor hear nor walk.”

M.  Idolatry means demonism.

1.  Lev 17:7, “And they shall no longer offer their sacrifices to the goat-demons to which they prostitute themselves.”


2.  Dt 32:16, “They angered Him with their detestable idols.”


3.  Dt 32:17, “They sacrificed to demons, who are not God.”


4.  For the unbeliever idolatry is the quickest way to become involved in demon possession.


5.  Idolatry gives the unbeliever the opportunity to use his volition for demon possession.


6.  Idolatry caused Israel to enter immoral degeneracy, Ps 106:34-39, “They did not exterminate the peoples [Canaanites], as the Lord had commanded them, but they mingled with the nations, and adopted their customs [the Phallic cult and idolatry], and they worshipped their idols, which became a snare to them.  They even sacrificed their own sons and daughters to demons.  Consequently, they shed innocent blood, the blood of their sons and their daughters, whom they sacrificed to the idols of Canaan; and the land was polluted with their blood.  They defiled themselves by what they did, by their deeds they played the whore.”


7.  Idolatry is demon possession to unbelievers, and demon influence to believers.  1 Cor 10:14-21, “Therefore, my beloved, flee from idolatry.  I communicate to wise believers; you judge what I say.  The cup of blessing which we bless [Eucharist], is not this fellowship with God from the blood of Christ?  The bread which we break, is not this fellowship with God from the body of Christ?  Since there is one bread, we who are many are one body; for we all share from one bread.  Look at the nation Israel; are not those who eat the sacrifices sharers in the altar?  Therefore, what do I imply?  That a thing sacrificed to idols is anything, or that an idol is anything?  No, but I am teaching that what the unbeliever sacrifice, they sacrifice to demons, and not to God; therefore, I do not want you to become fellowshipers with demons.  You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons; you cannot partake of the table of the Lord and the table of demons.”


8.  The believer under demon influence learns false doctrine.  1 Tim 4:1, “The Spirit explicitly communicates that in latter periods of time some believers will become apostate, giving attention to deceitful spirits and doctrines of demons.”
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