Col 3:3




 - is the second person plural aorist active indicative from the verb APOTHNĒISKW, which means “to die.”

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which looks at our union with Christ in His death on the Cross in its entirety, but regards it from the viewpoint of its existing results—the sin nature no longer has any power over us unless we allow it.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “have.”

The active voice indicates that all Church Age believers produce the action of the verb.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

 - is the postpositive, explanatory use of the conjunctive particle GAR, meaning, “For.”
“For you have died”
 - is the connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and.”
- is the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun ZWĒ, meaning “life” plus the possessive genitive from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “your.”  This is a reference to two things:


a.  Our eternal life, which is secure, since we are in union with Christ.


b.  And our very own spiritual life.

 - is the third person singular perfect passive indicative from the verb KRUPTW, meaning “to be hidden, concealed, kept secret.”  Here it means to hide in the sense of keeping something secure.  A good translation would be “and your life has been secured with Christ by means of God.”

The perfect tense is a dramatic perfect, which describes a fact in an unusually vivid and realistic way.  It emphasizes the results of the action.


The passive voice indicates that the spiritual life of the Church Age believer in the eternal state receives the action of the verb.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

- is the preposition SUN plus the instrumental of association from the masculine singular article and proper noun CHRISTOS, meaning “with Christ.”
 - is the preposition EN plus the instrumental of agency from the masculine singular article and proper noun THEOS, meaning “by God.”  This is a reference to God the Father, the grantor of our escrow blessings.

“and your life has been hidden [secured] with Christ by God.”
Col 3:3 corrected translation
“For you have died and your life has been hidden [secured] with Christ by God.”
Explanation:
1.  Paul again drives home his point with the dogmatic declaration that all Church Age believers have died positionally with Christ (retroactive positional truth), so that the old sin nature no longer has any power over the new spiritual life.  The only power the old sin nature has is the power we give it by succumbing to its temptations.  Our life as an unbeliever is over.  We have a new, unique spiritual life, which we now are commanded to live before God for His glory.
2.  We are dead to our old life under the control of the sin nature and have a new spiritual life in union with Christ.  This is the whole point of regeneration.  Regeneration means we are given a new life, one that is different from our old unregenerate life prior to salvation.  The issue becomes: Are we going to go back to our ex-husband and live under his domination again, or are we going to live under the rulership of Christ through the filling of the Spirit, learning doctrine, and applying that doctrine through the use of the spiritual problem solving devices?

3.  Rom 6:1-8, “Therefore, what are we to conclude?  Are we to continue in the sovereignty of the sin nature that grace may increase in our lives? Emphatically not?  We who have died to the sin nature (retroactive positional truth), how shall we still live in it?  Or do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus (baptism of the Holy Spirit) have been baptized into His death (retroactive positional truth)?  Therefore, we have been buried together with Him through baptism into His death (retroactive positional truth), in order that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life (executing protocol plan of God).  For if we have become intimately united in the likeness of His death (and we have through retroactive positional truth), and not only this (retroactive positional truth), but we also shall be intimately united with Him in the likeness of His resurrection (current positional truth).  Therefore, be knowing this: that our old self (unbeliever in Adam) has been crucified together with Him (retroactive positional truth), in order that the human body with reference to its sin nature may be rendered powerless, that we should no longer be the slaves to the sin nature.  For he who has died (retroactive positional truth) has been acquitted (positional deliverance of retroactive positional truth) from the power of the sin nature.  Now if we died with Christ (and we have - retroactive positional truth), we also believe that we shall live in association with Him (current positional truth).”
4.  Paul concludes that our eternal life has forever been hidden; that is, secured by God the Father in the only perfect place of security—on deposit in heaven in the Second Person of the Trinity, Our Lord Jesus Christ.  The Lord is our security, not only for time, but also for all eternity.


a.  We have a double portion of eternal life:



(1)  The eternal life imputed to our human spirit at the moment of salvation, which is the mechanics of regeneration.



(2)  The eternal life of God the Son, which we share by being in union with Him.


b.  Both categories are perfectly secure for all eternity and there is nothing we can do, say, or think to lose our eternal life with God forever.


c.  In a sense, this also refers to our new spiritual life in Christ.  Not that our spiritual life is hidden so that no one else should know that we are Christians, but that our spiritual life is a life of invisible impact.



(1)  The personal and historical impact of the spiritual life of the believer during the Church Age is not revealed by God in time as it was for Old Testament believers.



(2)  Our impact is invisible, yet real, and will be revealed at the Judgment Seat of Christ.  We have fantastic blessing by association to others around us, to our nation, through missionaries to other nations, and especially as a part of the unseen angelic conflict.



(3)  However, our spiritual life is not readily visible to others.  They cannot see our filling of the Holy Spirit, which will be manifest in the Millennium.  Nor can they see the doctrine circulating in our stream of thoughts, though they often hear it expressed.  Nor can they understand our application of the problem solving devices as the means of the application of doctrine to the adversities and prosperities of life.
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