Col 3:24



- is the nominative masculine second person plural perfect active participle from the verb OIDA, which means “to know.”

The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which lays stress on an existing fact—what these believers have already learned from Paul concerning the subject which follows.


The active voice indicates that these believers produce the action of the verb.


The participle is circumstantial which adds an additional thought to that of the main verb in the previous verb doing all things from the soul as unto the Lord.

 - is the epexegetical use of the conjunctive particle HOTI, meaning “that.”  The content of what these believers are supposed to already know is what follows in the rest of the sentence.

 - is the preposition APO plus the ablative of source from the masculine singular noun KURIOS, meaning “from the Lord.”
 - is the second person plural future deponent middle indicative from the verb APOLAMBANW, which means “to receive.”

The future tense is a gnomic future for a statement of fact, which may be rightfully expected under normal conditions of spiritual growth.


The deponent middle voice is active in meaning.  The mature believer produces the action of receiving his eternal rewards and blessings by his execution of the protocol plan of God and resultant spiritual life.


The indicative mood is declarative to indicate the reality of the reward of escrow blessings in eternity for all believers positive to Bible doctrine.

 - is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun ANTAPODOSIS, which means “repaying, reward.”
 - is the possessive genitive singular from the feminine article used as a personal pronoun, meaning “of your” and the noun KLĒRONIMIA, which means “inheritance.”  This is the end of the first sentence in this verse.

“knowing that you will receive for yourselves the reward of your inheritance.”
 - is the dative of direct object from the masculine singular article and noun KURIOS and CHRISTOS, meaning “the Lord Christ.”  Note that “Jesus” the title of our Lord’s humanity is left out, in order to stress His title as God (Lord) and the title of his Hypostatic Union (Christ) from which comes all precedence for the Church Age.

 - is the second person plural present active indicative from the verb DOULEUW, which means “to be a slave, to be subjected to someone, to perform the duties of a slave, to serve, to obey.”  It is used with the dative to indicate the person or persons whom the slave serves.


The present tense is retroactive progressive present for an action begun in the past and continuing into the future.  This is also a static present for a condition which perpetually exists.


The active voice indicates that all Church Age believers produce the action of the verb.


The indicative mood indicates a dogmatic statement of fact.

“You serve the Lord Christ.”
Col 3:24 corrected translation
“knowing that you will receive for yourselves the reward of your inheritance.  You serve the Lord Christ.”
Explanation:
1.  Paul continues the sentence begun in verse 23 with the motivation for doing all things as unto the Lord.  Our motivation is that we know dogmatically that we will receive our blessings for eternity.  Our blessings for eternity are our inheritance from the Lord as the sons of God.

2.  Knowing that we will receive blessing and reward in eternity at the judgment seat of Christ is summed up in the principle “You serve the Lord Christ.”

a.  Regardless of what we do in life, we serve the Lord Jesus Christ.


b.  Everything we do in life that is done in the power of the filling of the Holy Spirit is service to the Lord Jesus Christ.


c.  Every thought we bring into captivity for Christ, every word or deed done in the power of the Spirit, all of our motivation from the doctrine circulating in our stream of consciousness is a part of our Christian service, and as such is rewardable at the judgment seat of Christ.


d.  Our life is not our own as a Christian, because we serve the Lord Jesus Christ.  The Lord is our master and we are His servants.

3.  This verse introduces two doctrines: inheritance and slavery.  Inheritance, because we are the heirs of Christ, and Slavery, because we are the servants of Christ.

Doctrine of Inheritance
A.  Jesus Christ is the heir of all things, Heb 1:1-2.  “In the past, God [Father] spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in various ways.  But in these last days [New Testament times], He has spoken to us by His Son, Whom He has appointed the heir of all things, because of Whom [Jesus Christ], He has also designed the ages [dispensations].”  This inheritance begins at the point of the Millennium.

B.  Heirship is based on personal faith in Christ.

1.  Tit 3:7, “That being justified by His grace, we might become heirs on the basis of the confidence of eternal life.”

2.  Rev 21:7, “He who overcomes [victory of salvation, 1 Jn 5:4-5] shall inherit these things.  Furthermore, I will be His God; and he will be My son.”
C.  Heirship is based on sonship.

1.  The son becomes the heir.  Sonship occurs at the moment of faith in Christ.


2.  Jn 1:12, “But as many as received Him, to them gave He the power to become the sons of God, even to those who believe on His name.”

3.  Gal 3:26, “You are the sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.”

4.  This fulfills the concept of heirship found in Rom 8:16-17, “The Spirit bears witness with our [human] spirit that we are the children of God, and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint-heirs with Christ.”
D.  Heirship is based on positional sanctification and resultant adoption.

1.  The Church Age believer is royal family of God.  So not only are we sons by birth, but because of positional sanctification (union with Christ), God has adopted each one of us Roman style, i.e., aristocracy naming his heir.


2.  Positional sanctification is the means of forming the royal family of God in the Church Age through the baptism of the Holy Spirit at salvation.  It provides equal privilege under predestination.


3.  The Roman custom of adoption emphasizes the fact that we are not only sons by regeneration, but we are sons by adoption, which makes us heirs of God.  Eph 1:11, “in whom also we have received an inheritance, having been predestined with reference to a predetermined plan [the plan of God] from Him who works all things in conformity with the purpose of His will.”
E.  The Holy Spirit at salvation provides the signature guarantee of our inheritance, Eph 1:13-14, “Who is the guarantee of our inheritance, for the release of your assets for the praise of His glory.”
F.  The believer’s inheritance is secure forever, 1 Pet 1:4-5.  “We have an inheritance which is incorruptible and undefiled, and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you who are guarded by the power of God through faith [doctrine] resulting in a deliverance, ready to be revealed in the last time.”
G.  Our attitude toward our inheritance should be thanksgiving, Col 1:12.  “Constantly being thankful to the Father who qualified us for a share of the inheritance of the saints.”
H.  The invisible assets of our inheritance.  These assets are created by God the Father, prepared in eternity past, and given to us at the point of salvation, Eph 1:14, “Who is the guarantee of our inheritance for the release of your assets for the praise of His glory.”
Doctrine of Slavery
A.  Introduction.

1.  There were two sources of slavery in the ancient world: poverty in peacetime and captured prisoners in wartime.


2.  A man could sell himself into slavery, Lev 25:39-41.  This was a way of declaring bankruptcy and paying off his debts.  But he had to be freed during the Year of Jubilee (every fiftieth year).


3.  A father could sell his daughter or son into slavery to pay off the debts, Ex 21:7; Neh 5:5.


4.  A widow’s children could be sold to pay off their father’s debt, 2 Kg 4:1.


5.  A woman could sell herself into slavery, Deut 15:12-17.


6.  Slaves were often acquired through trade, purchase, and payment of debt, as a gift, through birth, plunder in war, or by self-determination.


7.  Slaves were manumitted by redemption or purchase, by the elapse of time (six years), Ex 21:2-4, by the year of jubilee (the fiftieth year), Jer 34:8-10, through physical disability or being maimed, Ex 21:26.  In this case the master was responsible to take care of the slave for life.

B.  Rights of the Master.  Abram as the master of slaves had certain rights.  Certain people find security in slavery.


1.  He had the right to hold his slaves as chattel, Lev 25:45.


2.  He had the right to leave slaves as an inheritance to his children, Lev 25:46.


3.  He had the right to hold as property the wife and children of all slaves who were unmarried at the time they became slaves, Ex 21:4.


4.  He had the right to pursue and recover run away slaves, 1 Kg 2:39-41.


5.  He had the right to free slaves on the Sabbatical year or the Year of Jubilee, or at any time.


6.  He was commanded to circumcise his slaves, Gen 17:12-13, 23, 27.


7.  He had the right to sell, trade, or give away slaves, Gen 29:24.


8.  He had the right to punish or discipline slaves, but not to kill them, Ex 21:20.


9.  He had the right to marry a slave or give slaves in marriage, 1 Chr 2:35.


10.  He had the right to marry a daughter to a slave, 1 Chr 2:34.


11.  He had the right to purchase slaves in foreign markets, Lev 25:44.


12.  He had the right to enslave or sell as a slave anyone caught stealing his property, Gen 44:8-33.


13.  He had the right to demand service from his slaves, Gen 14:14, 24.

C.  The Rights of the Slave.

1.  He had the right to freedom by the purchase of his redemption, or by the elapse of time, or in the Year of Jubilee, or he could work his way into freedom.


2.  He had the right to good treatment, Lev 25:43, 46.


3.  He had the right to justice, Ex 21:20; Job 31:13ff.


4.  He had the right to marry, have children and live a normal life, Ex 21:5.


5.  He had the right to voluntary slavery where having been freed could choose to remain a slave, Ex 21:5ff; Deut 15:16.  His request had to be honored.  This was done in front of two witnesses.  The mark of this voluntary slavery was having his ear lobe nailed to a door.


6.  He had the right to own property and money, Lev 25:29.


7.  He had the right to promotion, Gen 15:2, 39:4.


8.  He had the right to worship God without interference from the master, Ex 12:44; Deut 12:12.

D.  Slavery has continued throughout world history.

1.  In the New Testament, the Church was not issued any decree abolishing slavery, even though many early church believers were slaves.  Nor were slaves commanded to rise up and overthrow their masters.


2.  The responsibility of a slave to a master is taught in Eph 6:5-9 and Col 3:22-4:1.


3.  Even the epistle to Philemon doesn’t advocate the abolition of slavery, but emphasizes just treatment of slaves who are believers or otherwise.  It also gives strong emphasis on the personal option to free slaves under principles of grace righteousness.  However, this is an option to be exercised by the individual slave owner and not the federal government.


4.  The War Between the States became a turning point in U.S. history because it permitted the federal government to tamper with individual freedoms rather than to protect those freedoms.  Legislation that interferes with personal freedom is evil.  When self determination was taken away by the abolition proclamation of Lincoln, more freedom was lost for everyone, than was ever gained for a few.


5.  Slavery means great responsibility to the slave owner in the execution of his authority.  The owner is a one-man welfare system.


6.  Slavery provided the option between security and freedom.  Today people select the pseudo-security of welfare rather than freedom.  Most people in the U.S. prefer the security of labor unions, and federal handouts rather than freedom.  In a welfare state, you don’t have failures; the failures are killed off by the state.  When you get away from doctrine, you get security conscious, which is a great evil.  Idiots want security rather than freedom.  These people prefer slavery.

E.  We are slaves; that is, servants of the Lord Jesus Christ, which the writers of the New Testament so clearly mention at the beginning of almost every letter.  Being a slave or servant of the Lord Jesus Christ is the best possible position to be in, because that makes our Lord personally responsible for taking care of and providing for us in every possible way.
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