Col 3:21


- is the vocative masculine plural from the article HO and noun PATĒR, meaning “You fathers.”
 - is the negative adverb MĒ plus the second person plural present active imperative from the verb ERETHIZW, which means “to irritate, embitter, or to provoke.”

The present tense is descriptive present, which describes an action that is now taking place.  It is translated by the word “stop.”

The active voice indicates that Christian fathers in Colossae are producing the action of the verb.


The imperative mood is a command.  This mood used with the negative MĒ means to stop something that is now occurring.

 - is the accusative direct object from the neuter plural article and noun TEKNON plus the possessive genitive from the personal pronoun SU, meaning “your children.”
“You fathers, stop provoking [irritating, embittering] your children,”
 - is the conjunctive particle HINA, which means “in order that.”  This conjunction introduces the purpose for the action of the main verb to stop provoking their children.

 - is the negative adverb MĒ plus the third person plural present active subjunctive from the verb ATHUMEW, which means “to become discouraged, to lose heart.”

The present tense is an aorist present, which expresses a present fact without reference to progress.  It is a point of action in present time.


The active voice indicates that the children of Christian parents will not become discouraged by the discipline of parents as long as the fathers to not provoke the children to anger and bitterness by unfair discipline.


The subjunctive mood is potential, depending on the volition of the father, and is used with the conjunction HINA.

“in order that they may not become discouraged.”
Col 3:21 corrected translation
“You fathers, stop provoking [irritating/embittering] your children, in order that they may not become discouraged.”
Explanation:
1.  In verse 19, husbands were commanded to stop becoming bitter toward their wives.  Now the shoe is on the other foot and husbands are commanded not to do anything to provoke their children to bitterness.  All these commands work three ways.  Husbands are not to do anything to make their wives or children bitter.  Wives are not to do anything to make their husbands or children bitter.  And children are not to do anything to make their parents bitter.

2.  Parents provoke their children by unreasonable and unfair discipline.  This does not mean that small children should not be spanked or that teenagers should not be grounded.  Both of these things are fair and reasonable.  But before discipline is given the child must always be given the reason why.  If the parents can give no better reason than “Just because I say so,” then the discipline is probably unfair and unreasonable.

3.  How to discipline children fairly.


a.  Never discipline children when you are angry.  Cool off first, then discipline them.


b.  Sit down with the child and explain what it is that you don’t like and why you don’t like it.


c.  Allow the child to tell his or her side of the story.  If the child sees that you care enough about them to really communicate with them, then they will generally respect you and agree that some measure of discipline is warranted.  Once a child understands that they have down something that hurts you, this is punishment enough.  A child who truly loves his parents does not want to do anything to hurt them, and are generally crushed when they find out they have done so.


d.  Do not make the discipline so severe that the punishment is more than they can bear.  Be firm, not abusive.  Never slap a child.  Never hit a child with your fist or the back of your hand.  If they are too old to spank, then physical discipline will not do any good anyway.


e.  Sometimes letting the child decide between various forms of discipline is best.  For example, for boys: the choice between a spanking (you can negotiate the number of spanks) or not being allowed to play in Saturday’s baseball game.  Yes, girls can be spanked as well.


f.  Once the discipline is over, that’s it.  They have received their punishment and served their time in jail.  Don’t keep holding their transgressions against them.  God does not do that to us, what gives us the right to do it to our children.


g.  Often no discipline is required, because the child realizes immediately that they have done something wrong and did not mean to do it.  Some children have enough self-discipline and love for their parents that they will not do that thing wrong again.  Forgive them and forget it, just as the Lord Jesus Christ forgives us and has forgotten our sins against Him.  That’s what grace is all about.

4.  If we persist in disciplining our children unfairly or too harshly, then expect the consequences.  Our children will learn to hate and despise us, and we have no one to blame but ourselves.

5.  Scripture.


a.  Prov 13:24, “He who spares his rod hates his son, But he who loves him disciplines him diligently.”
 
b.  Prov 19:18, “Discipline your son while there is hope, And do not desire his death.”

c.  Prov 22:15, “Foolishness is bound up in the heart of a child; The rod of discipline will remove it far from him.”

d.  Prov 23:13-14, “Do not hold back discipline from the child, although you beat him with the rod, he will not die.  You shall beat him with the rod, And deliver his soul from Sheol.”

e.  Prov 29:15, “The rod and reproof give wisdom, But a child who gets his own way brings shame to his mother.”

f.  Eph 6:4, “And, fathers, do not provoke your children to anger; but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.”
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