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

- is the vocative neuter plural from the article HO used as the second person personal pronoun “You” plus the vocative neuter plural from the noun TEKNON, meaning “children.”  This word is generally used for children between the ages of thirteen through twenty.

 - is the second person plural present active imperative from the verb HUPAKOUW, meaning “to obey, to be subject to.”

The present tense is a customary present for what may be reasonably expected to occur.


The active voice indicates that the children of Christian parents are expected to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

 - is the dative indirect object and personal interest from the masculine plural article used as a personal pronoun “your” plus the noun GONEUS, meaning “parents.”
, - is the preposition KATA plus the adverbial accusative of reference from the neuter plural adjective PAS, meaning “in all things.”
“You children, obey your parents in all things;”
 - is the nominative subject from the neuter singular relative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “this.”  “This” is a reference to the obedience of children in all things.

 - is the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “for.”  GAR is a compound of the two particles GE and ARA and expresses a ground or reason for something that has just been said.

 - is the predicate nominative neuter singular from the adjective EUAPESTOS, which means “pleasing, acceptable.”
 - is the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be.”

The present tense is a retroactive progressive present for an action begun in the past which continues into the future.


The active voice indicates that obedience to parents produces the action of the verb.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

. - is the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the masculine singular noun KURIOS, meaning “in the Lord.”
“for this keeps on being pleasing in the Lord.”
Col 3:20 corrected translation
“You children, obey your parents in all things; for this keeps on being pleasing in the Lord.”
Explanation:
1.  This verse is simple, straightforward, and to the point.  Children are to obey their parents in all things; not in some things, but in all things.  This is how they please the Lord.


a.  Parents may not always be fair, but that is not the issue.  The issue is obedience to their parents regardless of whether or not the parents are right or wrong.


b.  However, this does not give parents the right to order their children to break the law or to commit a sin, just as a military officer does not have the right to order troops under his command to kill unarmed prisons, or defenseless women, or helpless children.


c.  Just because God gives a command to children to obey us, doesn’t mean we have the right to violate the laws of divine establishment or any common sense principle of the spiritual life.


d.  No child should obey any parental order that directs them to violate their own person, such as committing incest with the parent, or that violates another person, such as one spouse telling the child to lie about the other spouse to a third party.


e.  God brings the most horrible discipline on any adult who violates a child in such a manner.

2.  The Lord’s Illustration, Mt 18:1-14.


1.  All of these verses are part of one subject—young people and child abuse.  The outline of the passage:



a.  Verses 1-4 are the background analogies.




(1)  The question of the disciples, verse 1.




(2)  The illustration of the child, verse 2.




(3)  The analogy to conversion, verse 3.




(4)  A second child analogy, verse 4.



b.  Verses 5-10 are the realities.




(1)  Parents are the guardians of the child’s soul, verse 5.




(2)  Soul murder of the child, verse 6.




(3)  The first guardian of the abused child, verse 7.




(4)  The warning to the unbeliever child abuser, verses 8-9.




(5)  The second guardian of the abused child, verse 10.



c.  Verses 11-14 are the recovery from child abuse.




(1)  The non-canonical verse, verse 11.




(2)  The analogy to the abused child, verses 12-13.





(a)  The analogy to the straying sheep, verse 12.





(b)  The analogy to the recovered sheep, verse 13.




(3)  Recovery from child abuse is the will of God, verse 14.


2.  Mt 18:1, “At that hour the disciples came to Jesus and said, `Who then is the greater in the kingdom of heaven?’”


a.  The disciples have gathered for a party in honor of the Lord at the home of Peter, Mk 9:33-34.  All day they have been arguing about which one is the greater.



b.  They had learned doctrine but were so absorbed with self in subjective arrogance, so involved in inordinate ambition and competition, that the arrogance complex of sins distracted them from their spiritual life.


3.  Mt 18:2, “Then He called a child to Himself and had him stand before them.”  The party has come to a halt now.  The Lord did not answer the question immediately.  The child was Peter’s son and a believer according to Mt 18:6.  Jesus will use this young child as an illustration of the importance of humility as a virtue of the spiritual life.


4.  Mt 18:3, “Then He said, ‘Truly I say to you, unless you turn around in your soul [salvation] and become like children, you shall never enter the kingdom of heaven.’”


a.  The lesson from the first illustration is very simple: If children can believe in Christ for eternal salvation, so can adults.



b.  The child has limited doctrine in their soul.  The parent must be the doctrinal protector of the child’s soul.  When parents abuse their children, they are committing soul abuse of their child.  The child has faith in their parent, which now been betrayed.  The soul of the child is destroyed.  The child grows up being terribly cruel to their own children.  The system is self-perpetuating.  Parenthood is a privilege and honor that should not be passed on to others (school, church, etc.) to perform.



c.  Childlike faith in parents is natural on the part of a child and part of the divine institution of marriage and the family.  Marriage is the state in which one should have children.  The child is dependent on the parents.  Consequently, any form of child abuse is betrayal and instant shock for the child.  The child has a faith directed toward his parents that he will never have again.  Therefore, the most important learning period in the life of a child is between ages one through six.  This is when the personality is formed.  In child abuse, this faith can be destroyed and puts scar tissue on the child’s soul and destroys faith as a system of perception.  Child abuse also destroys humility because the child becomes preoccupied with self.



d.  There are degrees of child abuse.




(1)  Traumatic abuse, which includes incest, torture, and being sold into slavery.




(2)  Less traumatic abuse, which includes neglect, indifference, unjust punishment, controlling by guilt (which is very common among legalistic believers).



e.  While the family should be the place of security, there exists the nightmare of family entrapment, depression and hysteria, anxiety, and other forms of subjective problems.



f.  There are at least five categories of child abuse.




(1)  Incest or sexual abuse.  This includes exposing yourself to your children.  Parents, siblings, relatives, or others are victimizing and traumatizing a child through various categories of sexual activity.




(2)  Physical abuse.  This includes torture, burning of children, bashings, beatings, physical injury, and even murder.




(3)  Soul abuse.  This is destruction of the child’s faith and humility.  This is also failure to function as the defense for your children’s soul during their formative years as per Mt 18:5; Eph 6:4; and Col 3:21.  This is also failure of Christian parents to evangelize their children and failure to teach their children basic doctrine; failure to teach their child’s conscience the difference between right and wrong; failure to render just punishment when their child is wrong or has violated establishment principles.  When people do not punish their children when their children are wrong, the children will accumulate and perpetuate guilt, which is a guarantee of emotional revolt of the soul.  Teaching a child to hate the other parent in a divorce is soul abuse.  Children should never be involved or take sides in the problems and antagonisms that occur in marriage.  Differences should be solved away from the children.  Failure to teach the principle of authority in the home is soul abuse.




(4)  Emotional abuse.  This includes parents seeking to control their children through the emotional complex of sins.  This includes belittling, bullying, isolation, arousing fear by threatening, rage, fear, shame, guilt, sleep disturbances, loss of faith and humility necessary for learning, threatening to take away their toys or do harm to a pet dog or cat.  Never make a child feel guilty; to make a child do things.  Because by so doing you have instilled guilt in them, which is not a true sense of responsibility, but a neurotic approach.  Parents should never motivate their children through anger, hatred, malice, tantrums, or violence.  Parents must never encourage either insensitivity or hypersensitivity.  Children should never be permitted to sulk in self-pity, or to whine or snivel, which is arrogant preoccupation with self.  Parents should never encourage jealousy, bitterness, slander, judging, lying, or any form of vilification of other children.  Spanking removes guilt.  If the child is not spanked justly, then guilt builds up and results in neurosis.




(5)  Neglect and Deprivation.  This includes failure to provide the necessities of life (food, shelter, clothing), failure to teach the basic concepts of life (like good hygiene, vocabulary, how to think), failure to provide protection from abuse (for example, not providing medical care), and failure of Christian parents to evangelize their own children and teach them basic doctrine.  There are five thinking skills that a child must learn before they leave the home and go to school: perception, memory, problem solving, decision-making, and creativity.  Most things we learn in life, we learn at a very early age.  Social skills, spiritual skills, thinking skills, must be taught by parents in the home before the child learns competitive skills in school.  Child abuse destroys both social and thinking skills, leaving the child to struggle with maladaptive defense mechanisms and the competitive skills, which handicap their start in life.  Competitive skills minus thinking and social skills result in general maladaptation and unsuitable behavior.  When the spiritual skills are missing, it is an even greater disaster.  Competitive skills come naturally.  All categories of child abuse result in some form of traumatic stress disorder.



g.  Two valuable possessions of the child are destroyed by child abuse.




(1)  Child abuse destroys the childlike faith as a system of perception.  This creates a vacuum in the soul.  Everything that is false and wrong will be sucked into the soul by this vacuum.




(2)  Child abuse destroys humility and replaces it with arrogance (preoccupation with self) and the emotional complex of sins.  The defense mechanism used for survival by abused children (like suppression, dissociation, denial) results in garbage in the subconscious plus deep seated flaws used as weapons in projection.


5.  Mt 18:4, “Therefore, whoever will humble himself as a child, this person is the greater in the kingdom of heaven.”

6.  Mt 18:5, “Moreover whoever receives one child such as this one because of My person receives Me.”


a.  Parents have the primary responsibility for guarding the child’s soul.  Parents receive the greatest responsibility in life when they bring children into the home.  They function as the defense line of the child’s soul to prevent outside pressures from penetrating the soul.  Parents have the responsibility for all categories of childcare, including mental, physical, spiritual care.


7.  Mt 18:6, “But whoever causes one of these little ones who have believe in Me to be trapped by child abuse, it would be better for him [the one guilty of child abuse] that a millstone turned by an ass were hung around his neck, and he were drowned in the deepest part of the sea.”


a.  The evil child abuser should not have a decent burial, but an unmarked grave.  These people should be erased from the earth with no reminder of them.  Child abuse should never be encouraged in any way by society.  Some people are just too evil to live.  Even the memory of such a person should be removed forever.  Phil 3:13 says we are to “forget those things which are behind.”  This is especially important for those who have been abused as children.



b.  The child abuser should end up far out to sea with a giant milestone around his neck.  When the problem solving devices take over our soul through learning doctrine, our past, including child abuse, is over the horizon of the sea and buried in the depths of the sea.



c.  The millstone judgment belongs to the abuser, to those guilty of child abuse.  The judgment does not belong to the victim.  But when the victim reacts through defense mechanisms, there are inevitable repercussions, such as: garbage in the subconscious, the function of the arrogance and emotional complex of sins.  The victim of child abuse often shares the millstone with the evil person who initiates such abuse.  Never share the millstone with your abuser.


8.  Mt 18:7, “Woe to the world because of child abuse!  For it is inevitable that child abuse cases occur; but woe to that person through whom the child abuse comes!”

9.  Mt 18:8-10 is a warning to the unbeliever child abuser.  “Moreover, if your hand or your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off and throw it away from you; it is better for you to enter [eternal] life crippled or lame, than having two hands or two feet, to be cast into the eternal fire.  And if your eye causes you to sin by trapping someone [causing trauma in another person—child abuse], pluck it out, and throw it from you.  It is better for you to enter [eternal] life with one eye, than having two eyes, to be cast into the lake of fire.  “See to it that you do not despise [treat with contempt, torture] one of these little ones.  For I say to you that their angels in heaven continually see the face of My Father who is in heaven.”


a.  All children have two sets of guardians: their parents and their guardian angel.  Parents are prohibited from entering into child abuse by this verse.  God can provide invisible protection to children.



b.  This verse is warning against child abusers from the supreme court of heaven.  God the Father is the presiding judge of all cases of child abuse.  The guardian angel of the victim-child is often God’s messenger of judgment.  The victim of child abuse is never judged.



c.  Victims of child abuse can and do survive, especially those who are or will become believers.  Major reasons for survival include guardian angel deliverance and defense mechanisms, which assign the nightmare of child abuse to the subconscious.  In adulthood, the guardian angel deliverance preserves the volition of the child, so that, in exposure to the gospel message, the victim of child abuse is free to believe in Christ for salvation.



d.  The defense mechanisms preserve the sanity of the victim of abuse, but develop problems, which must be dwelt with in adulthood.  The defense mechanism that saves the child destroys the adult.  The believer who was abused as a child must deal with the problem of garbage in the subconscious.  The solution to the problem is in dealing with the problem after remembering the abuse by use of the spiritual problem solving devices.  When the believer reaches the point of occupation with Christ, sharing the happiness of God, having a personal sense of destiny, unconditional love for all mankind, personal love for God, doctrinal orientation, grace orientation, the faith-rest drill, the filling of the Holy Spirit, and the recovery procedure of 1 Jn 1:9, the solution is complete.  Forgive as Christ forgave—forgive automatically and forget it.  The believer may or may not be aware of the problem of garbage in the subconscious, but the problem solving devices can still overcome the sin nature without ever understanding the garbage in the subconscious.  The problem is the old sin nature and giving in to it.  The solution is doctrine in the stream of consciousness and the spiritual problem solving devices on the defense in the soul.  We have to motivate ourselves to overcome the sin nature, but we cannot motivate ourselves without a scale of values, and we must learn this scale of values from the teaching of the word of God.


10.  Mt 18:11, “[For the Son of Man has come to save that which was lost.]”


a.  This verse is an accurate statement and is found in Lk 19:10, but does not belong in this passage.  Lk 15:3-4 is the parable of the lost sheep.  In our context (Mt 18:12-13) we have a straying sheep, not a lost sheep.  In Luke, Jesus is talking to the Scribes and Pharisees.  In Matthew, Jesus is talking to His disciples.



b.  This verse does not occur here according to the best manuscripts.  This is called the concept of assimilation.  Some copyist thought it was necessary to make a parable out of Mt 18:12-13.  Therefore, he adapted Lk 19:10 erroneously into Mt 18:11.  But we have thousands of older manuscripts, which show this verse is not found in Matthew.


12.  Mt 18:12, “For your own benefit, what do you think?  If any man owns a hundred sheep, and one out from among them has gone astray, will he not leave the ninety-nine on the mountains and go and search for the one who has gone astray?  Of course He will.”


a.  The hundred sheep in this context are all believers.  The shepherd is the Lord Jesus Christ (Jn 10:11).  The hundred sheep in Luke 15 refer to unbelievers.  The sheep that has gone astray refers to the believer who has reacted to child abuse and wandered off from the function of doctrine in the soul.  This is not the lamb (the child) that is straying but the sheep (an adult believer).



b.  The view of psychology is that it is absolutely necessary for recall in order to deal with the problem.  This is where Christianity and the word of God do not agree with psychology; for Christianity says that the sin nature control of the soul is the issue and it is not necessary to recall it.  It is necessary to get under the principles of solution whereby the sin nature is brought under control.  Scripture commands the believer to forget those things, which are behind and reach forward to those things that are in front of us.  The garbage is not emptied from the subconscious by remembering traumatic experiences of the past.  Garbage is removed from the subconscious and scar tissue in the stream of consciousness is healed through dealing with the sin nature by the use of divine solutions.



c.  Divine solutions to problems are progressive rather than instantaneous.  Most people want instantaneous solutions to problems, but that is not the way the plan of God works.  Instant solutions are rarely found in the resolution of the angelic conflict.  Instant solutions usually deal with some form of discipline or judgment, but progressive solutions demand our involvement on a day-by-day basis with Bible doctrine.  Divine solutions are progressive because they require thought in the stream of consciousness.


13.  Mt 18:13-14, “And if it turns out that he finds it, truly I say to you, he rejoices over it more than over the ninety-nine which have not gone astray.  So, that one of these children should be ruined is not the will of your Father who is in the heavens.”
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