Col 3:2


 - is the accusative direct object from the neuter plural article plus the adverb of place ANW, meaning “the things above.”  This is a reference to our spiritual life, including: the power options (the filling of the Spirit and metabolized doctrine), our escrow blessings for time and eternity, the unique characteristics of the Church Age, the problem solving devices, and the protocol plan of God.

, - is the second person plural present active imperative from the verb PHRONEW, meaning “to think objectively about something.”

The present tense is durative for that which has begun in the past and continues in the present.


The active voice indicates that all believers positive to the teaching of doctrine produce the action of the verb.


The imperative mood is a command.

“Keep on thinking objectively about the things above,”
 - is the subjective negative adverb MĒ, which means “not.”  Generally MĒ is used with all moods except the indicative, whereas OUK is used with the indicative mood.

 - is the accusative direct object from the neuter plural article, meaning “the things.”  This is a reference to all human viewpoint thinking; that is, any thinking that takes precedence over divine viewpoint.

. - is the preposition EPI plus the adverbial genitive of place from the feminine singular article and noun GĒ, meaning “on the earth.”
“not the things on the earth.”
Col 3:2 corrected translation
“Keep on thinking objectively about the things above, not the things on the earth.”
Explanation:
1.  In this verse, Paul summarizes in one simple principle the priority of the Christian life.  Our priority is to concentrate on, think about, remember, apply, and circulate in the heart or our stream of conscious thoughts the doctrine we have learned and believed.  This is the highest objective of the Christian life.  This is our purpose for being alive after salvation.  This is why God has sustained us on earth rather than taking us immediately to heaven after salvation.

2.  The purpose of this objective doctrinal thinking is that we develop capacity for the blessings mentioned in verse one.  Learning and applying doctrine on a daily basis is how we develop capacity for blessing in the Christian life.

3.  Another purpose for thinking about the things above is that it glorifies God in the angelic conflict.  There is a war being waged between God and Satan and the battleground is the soul of every human being.  Satan is trying to do everything he can to keep us from learning about, thinking about, and applying Bible doctrine.  He will distract us from it, using every means possible from maximum stimulation to maximum antagonism from others.  Satan uses other believers, even the members of our own household to keep our eyes off the Lord Jesus Christ and on the things of this world.

4.  The things of this world take a number of forms, most of which are motivated by the lusts of our sin nature.


a.  Friends, loved ones, family.


b.  Wealth, status, power, fame, promotion.


c.  Stimulation through sex, drugs, alcohol, entertainment, travel, social life, hobbies.


d.  Problems, disasters, illness, revolution, war, economic depression.


e.  Philosophy, psychology, sociology, the arts and sciences.


f.  Normal everyday work and living activities.

5.  Objective Reality.


a.  Objective reality is the function of the believer in the spiritual life, in contrast to subjective reality, which is the believer living in the cosmic system.


b.  Objective reality begins with the believer making Bible doctrine number one in his scale of values.  The ascendancy of doctrine in the believer’s system of values is the beginning of objective reality.


c.  Categorical doctrine is objective reality, while the Satanic system of thought, as found in the cosmic system, is subjective reality, the arrogance of preoccupation with self.


d.  Objective reality is found in the production of the spiritual life, i.e., virtue, honor, integrity, happiness, spiritual growth, the attainment of spiritual maturity, and the glorification of the Lord.  Without objective reality, we are our own worst enemy.


e.  Subjective reality is the result of the believer living in the cosmic system and becoming involved in the various stages of Christian degeneracy or reversionism (going backward in the Christian life to the lifestyle we lived as unbelievers).

6.  Virtue Versus Ethics.


a.  In the Church Age, God has provided a standard for virtue (Bible doctrine) plus the environment for the development of virtue in our very own spiritual life.  Ethics is a relative system from Satan’s cosmic system.


b.  The spiritual life accomplishes what ethics can never achieve: both an environment and a manufacturing device for virtue.


c.  Relative standards applied to interaction result in human conflict between two people or two organizations, in which one category calls it right and the other category calls it wrong.


d.  Obviously, the validity of ethics depends upon establishing an absolute standard from infinite and eternal God.


e.  In ethics, an individual’s norms and standards function in the human conscience to approve or disapprove, and he assumes that such individual function is objective reality.


f.  Divergence of ethical opinion in the human race implies variation in standards, norms, ethics, and a system of relativity in standards, which results in subjective reality.


g.  Subjective reality is the hypocrisy of the cosmic system, establishing under the title of ‘ethics’ its false virtues in the field of altruism and human good, resulting in the justification of sin, human good, and evil.

7.  Handling the Problem of Confusion.


a.  The environment of confusion causes stress.  If there is confusion in some area of life (the home, romance, friendship, work), then there is stress in that area.


b.  Confusion in a believer demands concentration and application of Bible doctrine, bringing reality from doctrine into the stream of consciousness.  A thought can make or break us.



(1)  Prov 23:7, “As a person thinks in his heart, so he is.”


(2)  Gal 6:3, “If anyone thinks he is something, when he is nothing, he deceives himself.”

c.  Our soul is a spiritual battlefield.  What we think determines whether we are winning or losing.  Eph 4:23, “Then become refreshed [renewed] by means of the Spirit by means of your thinking.”

d.  We must learn doctrine before we can think doctrine.  We cannot think what we do not know.


e.  Arrogance is confusion of mind, which matches the confusion of life without Bible doctrine.  Therefore, there is a divine mandate given in Rom 12:2-3, “Stop being conformed to this world but be transformed by the renovation of your thinking, that you may prove what the will of God is, namely the divine good production, the well pleasing to God, the mature status quo.  For I say through the grace which has been given to me to every one who is among you, stop thinking of yourself in terms of arrogance beyond what you ought to think, but think in terms of sanity for the purpose of being rational without illusion as God has assigned to each one of us a standard of thinking from doctrine.”


(1)  Stop being conformed to this world means to stop being in a state of confusion.  The world thinks human viewpoint.



(2)  Thinking of ourselves in terms of arrogance is confusion.


f.  1 Cor 10:12, “Therefore, let him who thinks he stands, take heed lest he fall.”

g.  Phil 2:5, “Keep on having this mental attitude in you which was also in Christ Jesus.”

h.  Phil 3:15, “Therefore, as many as are mature believers, let us continue objective thinking.  Furthermore, if you have a different mental attitude in something God will reveal that to you.”

i.  Concentration on and thinking about Bible doctrine in time of stress and confusion is mandated by God.  It is not an option, but a mandate for the execution of the spiritual life.  Col 3:2, “Keep thinking objectively about things above [divine viewpoint] and not about things on the earth [human viewpoint].”
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