Col 3:19



 - is the vocative masculine plural from the article HO plus the noun ANĒR, meaning “You husbands.”  The Greek word ANĒR, meaning “nobleman,” is used here for the husband because the husband must represent the concept of honor, integrity, and nobility.

 - is the second person plural present active imperative from the verb AGAPAW, meaning “to love unconditionally.”  The verb AGAPAW is used for virtue-love, integrity-love, honor-love; that is, unconditional love in contrast to personal love.


The present tense is a durative present for an action, which has begun in the past and continues into the future.  This can also be a customary present for an action that is reasonably expected to occur.  This is present linear aktionsart.  The integrity envelope of unconditional love should always exist.  This could also be classified as a tendential present, indicating an action purposed, or mandated, but not occurring.


The active voice indicates that all Christian husbands produce the action by unconditional love for all mankind and personal love for the wife inside the integrity envelope of unconditional love.  If you do not develop unconditional love, you will become abusive as a husband.


The imperative mood is a dogmatic command.

 - is the accusative direct object from the feminine plural article used as a possessive pronoun plus the noun GUNĒ, meaning “your wives.”
“You husbands, unconditionally love your wives”
 - is the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the negative adverb MĒ used with the second person plural present middle imperative from the verb PIKRAINW, which means “to make ourselves bitter.”  This is a middle voice rather than a passive voice, both forms being the same in the present imperative.


The present tense is descriptive for an action now in progress.


The middle voice is reflexive, indicating that the action is something we do to ourselves.


The imperative mood is a command.  A prohibition expressed in the present tense demands the cessation of some act that is already in progress.

. - is the preposition PROS plus the accusative of relationship from the third person feminine plural intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun and translated “against them.”
“and stop making yourselves bitter against them.”
Col 3:19 corrected translation
“You husbands, unconditionally love your wives and stop making yourselves bitter against them.”
Explanation:
1.  Note that bitterness is something we do to ourselves.  No one can make us bitter, just as no one can make us angry.  We make ourselves angry.  No one makes us hate them.  We hate them because we want to hate them.  It is a matter of our own volition.  In the same way also, we can stop ourselves from hating others, just as we can stop ourselves from becoming bitter against others.  If this were not true, then God would be unfair in giving us this command.  God never demands something of us that we are incapable of doing.

2.  The Doctrine of Bitterness
A.  Definition.

1.  Apart from the concept of bitterness of taste, the Greek noun PIKRIA always refers to animosity, hostility, jealousy, and is a part of anger and harshness.  Bitterness as a noun in the English language means intensity of suffering of mind and body, something that is difficult to bear, something that causes animosity and reaction.


2.  Bitterness is the pin of the sin grenade causing fragmentation in the believer’s life.  Without rebound (the application of 1 Jn 1:9, acknowledging our sins to God) and the other spiritual problem solving devices bitterness results in the fragmented (carnal) life of hatred, cruelty, antagonism, self-pity, implacability, vindictiveness, revenge motivation, revenge modus operandi, inordinate ambition, and inordinate competition.


3.  Bitterness is inconsistent and irrational.  It is a major cause of marital problems and problems in any kind of human relationship.  We cannot have a rational relationship with bitter people.


4.  The greatest source of bitterness is arrogance.  Bitterness is the greatest form of arrogance in the soul.


5.  Bitterness is asocial.  Asocial means selfish, inconsiderate of others, withdrawn from society, indifferent or adverse to conformity with conventional standards of social behavior.


6.  Bitterness is an emotional sin.



a.  Emotional sins include: fear, worry, anxiety, panic, jealousy, bitterness, vindictiveness, implacability, guilt, anger, hatred, and animosity.



b.  Emotional sins contain arrogant self-righteousness, egotistical irrationality, resulting in vituperation and vilification.


7.  Bitterness is the basis for self-justification instead of rebound.  Therefore, it is the great enemy of the spiritual life.

B.  Causes of Bitterness.


1.  Women are bitter because they do not have what other women have—children, 1 Sam 1:10.  Hannah was a great woman and became bitter because of her anger.  She prayed, but would not get an answer because of her bitterness.


2.  Mothers are bitter when their children turn out to be fools, Prov 17:25, “A foolish son is a grief to his father, and bitterness to her who gave birth to him.”  The greater a person’s responses, the greater their reaction when in a state of bitterness.  We can lose our spiritual life by being bitter because of the way our children turn out.  To react to the way our children turn out is a sign of a deep seated arrogance, making our happiness depend on how our children turn out.


3.  Bitterness is always self-induced misery, Job 3:20-21, “Why is light given to him who suffers (the answer is: it is given to him for blessing), and why is life so bitter to the soul? (The answer is: for punishment).  Who long for death but there is none; furthermore they dig for it more than hidden treasure.”  Job’s bitterness turned into self-pity.  Bitter people want self-pity from others.


4.  Bitterness is the wrong reaction to divine discipline, Lam 3:15, 17, 19, “He has filled me with bitterness.  He has made me drunk with venom of the soul.”  “My soul has been rejected from happiness; I have forgotten what happiness is.”  “Remember my afflictions and my restlessness and the bitterness and venom of my soul.”  Jeremiah was talking to himself and has his eyes on the problem.  Eventually he would rebound, Lam 3:21-24.


5.  The administration of the fifth cycle of discipline (the total destruction of the nation) causes bitterness to politicians, which is a demonstration of lack of Bible doctrine.  This demonstrates the weakness and failure of the people.  Bitterness destroyed the people’s spiritual lives.  Lam 1:4; Amos 8:10; Ezek 27:30; 2 Kg 14:26.  Bitterness is the wrong solution to failure, Isa 33:7, “Behold, the brave men cry in the streets, the ambassadors of peace weep bitterly.”  The politicians are bitter because peace did not work.  We make bad decisions and then react to our own decisions with bitterness.  The Jews brought on self-destruction by their bitterness.  Spiritual problems are not solved by political solutions.


6.  Slavery causes bitterness, Ex 1:14.


7.  Suffering causes bitterness to people who do not understand the spiritual problem solving devices, biblical principles, and give number one priority to relationship with God,  Dt 32:24.


8.  Ridicule is a source of bitterness, Lam 3:14-15.  The people ridiculed Jeremiah because of their bitterness toward him.  When truth is taught, people react in bitterness.


9.  Arrogance is a source of bitterness, Acts 8:23.


10.  Degeneracy is a source of bitterness, Rom 3:14, “whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness.”


11.  Cosmic involvement is a source of bitterness, Eph 4:31, “All bitterness, both anger and wrath both quarreling and slander, must be removed from you, along with all malice.”
C.  Results of Bitterness.

1.  Even strangers avoid bitter people, Prov 14:10, “The heart knows its own bitterness, and its joy a stranger does not share.”  Even the stranger is driven away from this type of believer.  No one is happy around bitter people.  “The heart knows its own bitterness” means that instead of doctrine, there is great complaining and no gratitude.


2.  Bitterness is a sign of the fragmented life, Jer 2:19.


3.  The bitter soul rejects Bible doctrine—the only solution to bitterness.  Jam 3:14, “But if you have bitter-jealousy and strife in our stream of consciousness (heart) (and you do), stop becoming arrogant and stop lying against the truth.”



a.  Bitterness and jealousy go together.  A bitter person is a jealous person and causes strife.  Strife is stress in the soul.  It is converting the outside pressure of adversity into the inside pressure of stress in the soul.  Bitterness produces scar tissue of the soul.  It is a manifestation sin of the whole realm of arrogance.  Bitterness is arrogant and irrational.



b.  When we are bitter, we actually tell ourselves lies that are totally against the reality of doctrine—lying against the truth.  We lie against the truth by hearing doctrine taught but never apply to ourselves our sins of bitterness.  We lie against the truth by going through the cycle of the arrogance skills and then add jealousy to bitterness.



c.  Bitterness is the quickest way to destroy our spiritual life.  Bitterness is complete self-absorption.  Self-absorption is arrogance.  Bitterness does something that most sins of arrogance will not do.  Bitterness reverses the order of the three arrogance skills.  Bitterness starts with self-justification, moves to self-deception, and comes to self-absorption.  Then bitterness reverses itself and goes back the other way to self-deception and self-justification.  Therefore, we spend our life trying to be right when we are wrong.  Once we reverse bitterness so we can go both ways (from self-justification to self-absorption and from self-absorption back to self-justification) we are locked into arrogance.



d.  Bitterness establishes the habit of self-justification which results in total divorcement from reality.  Once we are totally divorced from the reality of our life, we are locked into a system of arrogance, so that the doctrine we have learned does not circulate in our soul.


e.  When bitterness starts with self-absorption on the reverse path of the three arrogance skills, certain defense mechanisms begin to destroy the spiritual life.




(1)  Repression is a defense mechanism of self-deception in which the believer fails to take the responsibility for his own decisions related to sin, dead works, and evil.




(2)  Rationalization is a defense mechanism of self-deception which becomes a self-serving system of self-justification, the modus operandi of giving wrong and false explanations of the believer’s motives and behavior.




(3)  Dissociation is a defense mechanism of self-deception in which the believer covers or alters the integrity functions of self-awareness, often pretending a memory lapse.  We make our self-awareness fit our self-deception.




(4)  Denial is a defense mechanism of self-deception in which a believer fails to acknowledge his flaws, failures, or sins which are apparent to others in his periphery.  This is denial and rejection of the recovery procedure of 1 Jn 1:9.  The result is reinforced self-justification, called projection, in which the believer has buried all his bad decisions and falsely attributes to others his own sins, failures, and flaws, which accumulate garbage in his own self-conscious.



f.   Bitterness is the basis for self-justification instead of rebound.  This system of thinking feeds the self-consciousness with the garbage of the soul.  We see in others the cause of all problems.  Every aspect of failure involves distorted thinking, thinking in terms of self-absorption, self-deception, and self-justification.  We think there is nothing wrong with us, therefore, there is nothing to confess.  We do not look at bitterness as anything but the mere expression of our self-justification.  But any thought with regard to the situation creates anger reaction.  We justify the bitterness and justify the anger.  We never think of anger in terms of sin.  We think of anger in terms of, “I am right.  Why shouldn’t I be angry?”  The bottom line is vindictiveness, hatred, implacability, malice, revenge.



g.  By reversing the arrogance skills, self-justification arrives at the arrogance of pseudo self-confidence, in which the believer is never wrong—locked in legalism.  By never being wrong, the believer does not have to take the responsibility for his own sins and failures.  By never being wrong, the believer can assign his sins and failures to a targeted victim of his antagonism, the object of bitterness, the object of the arrogance skills.



h.  Bitterness is something we do to ourselves, and we and we alone have to take the blame.



i.  Bitterness produces irrational anger that motivates revenge [THUMOS] and impulsive irrationality [ORGE].


4.  Bitterness is a blasphemy in the sense of total lack of grace orientation.  In Job 9:17-18, Job was complaining against God.  “Why does God let this happen to me?” is a question of bitterness.


5.  Bitterness accompanies the sin unto death, Job 21:25.


6.  Bitterness causes stress and complaining. Job 7:11, “Therefore, I will not restrain my mouth; I will speak in the stress of my mind, I will complain in the bitterness of my soul.”



a.  Job would not restrain his mouth.  He was going to vilify, slander, malign, judge, and create a public lie.



b.  The Hebrew noun TSAR means stress.  Job has converted adversity into stress in the soul through the use of bitterness.



c.  The result is complaining.  The bitter soul is self-destructive.  Bitterness motivates complaining and is self-destructive.  All people who habitually complain are bitter people; they have no self-confidence.  Most people think they have a right to complain.  Complaining becomes a habit to those who habitually think only of themselves.



d.  If this continues long enough, then Job 10:1 occurs, “I hate my own life; I will give full vent to my complaint; I will speak in the bitterness of my soul.”  We build up a self-righteous house of cards, and then hate what we have done; we hate ourselves.  Self-deception makes us loathe ourselves.  This makes us go to others and complain.


7.  Bitterness motivates gossip and the creation of the public lie.  Ps 64:3, “Who have sharpened their tongue like a sword.  They have aimed their bitter speech like an arrow.”


8.  The bitter soul is contagious and pollutes others.  Heb 12:15, “See to it that no one comes short of the grace of God and that no root of bitterness springing up causes trouble, and by it many are defiled.”



a.  Bitterness is lack of grace orientation.  Grace orientation and bitterness cannot co-exist.  A bitter soul is a troubled soul, a troublemaker.  The word MIANO means excrement or diarrhea.  Bitterness covers us and others around us with excrement.


b.  Bitterness is contagious.  One bitter person contaminates many others in his or her periphery.  The contamination occurs when we react to the bitterness of another person.  We can be in the presence of a bitter soul and not react.  When we react to the bitter soul of someone else, we lose spiritual strength.  We are just as bad as the person with bitterness, when we react to them.  When we react to a bitter or angry soul, we have failed as much as they have failed.



c.  All bitter believers destroy the environment in which they live.  They react to everything in life.  Bitterness or any other sin is never caused by any genetic weakness.  Sin is caused by personal decision.  Bitter believers destroy their marriage and all other relationships they have.  Bitterness is a fantastic source of sinning that ends in a terrible system of evil.



d.  Bitterness is excrement in our soul.  We are defiled or polluted when we react to the bitterness in our own soul or the bitterness expressed by someone else.  The more things in life to which we react, the more things in life that cause us to react.  The more things that cause us to react, the greater our vulnerability to reaction.  We can react our way into becoming a psychotic or neurotic believer.  Unconditional love is the problem solving device to deal with bitterness and anger in others.  It avoids reaction to the bitter or angry soul.



e.  Bitterness is the number one system of self-deception.  It results from reaction to people, situations, circumstances, environment in life.  It is a sign of having our eyes on people rather than the Lord.  Bitterness is a reaction sin.  It is failure to take responsibility for our own decisions in life.  This leads to self-deception.  We spread our excrement to everyone else around us.  Bitterness means, “I’m right; I’m not being treated fairly; I will not take the responsibility for my own decisions and will blame someone else in my periphery.”



f.  A bitter person always lies to themselves.  They never tell the truth to themselves and never tell the truth to others who are willing to listen to them, and so contaminate others around them.  When people have bitter reaction, they always justify themselves.  Bitterness is contagious because it always involves someone maligning someone else from the standpoint of being right and not being wrong.  This bitterness is out of sight like the root of a plant which is underground.


9.  Bitterness is self-induced misery, as well as chain sinning.  Job 8:20, “Why is the light [life] given to him who suffers and the life to the bitter soul?”   Bitterness produces a locked in self-pity.  Bitterness is misery to others in our periphery.  Bitterness means revenge motivation.  But two wrongs never make a right.  We cannot build our happiness on someone else’s unhappiness.


10.  The bitter soul contradicts the plan of God and must be removed from the life of the believer.  Eph 4:31, “All bitterness, both anger and wrath both quarreling and slander, must be removed from you, along with all malice.”



a.  Anger, wrath, quarreling, and slander are all a part of bitterness.  Anger [THUMOS=to boil over with anger] is an overt, emotional, irrational rage.  We do not get angry unless we have bitterness in our soul.  In anger, we react to someone we love.  Bitterness is both anger and irrational anger—the lust to hurt someone else.



b.  Wrath [ORGĒ] is a slow irrationality which leads to hatred as a shroud put around its victim.  Hatred is something we rationalize.  Wrath is bitter resentment that leads to a strong hatred.  In wrath, we react to someone we hate.



c.  Quarreling [KRAUGE] is brawling, loud, noisy, vociferous confusion, arguing, and irrational dissatisfaction.  This is where the husband and wife are truly mean toward each other.  Bitterness produces slandering others.  It means a vehement and irrational expression of emotion; total dissatisfaction; a desire to become quarrelsome.



d.  Slander is vilification and defamation of character.



e.  A bitter person is a malicious person.  Malice is the lust to hurt someone else. Bitter people amplify the flaws of others out of proportion; they have multiplied them beyond reality.  All of this comes back to increase the bitterness in their soul.


11.  Bitterness destroys any personal relationship and especially a marriage.  Col 3:19, “Husbands, love your wives, and stop being bitter against them.”  Bitterness destroys marriage faster than anything except sex outside of marriage.  No man ever had the right to be bitter against his wife no matter what she does, because he is the ruler over the wife, the leader of the household, responsible for the household, and made the decision to marry that woman.  No husband can love his wife and be bitter against her at the same time.  Where bitterness exists, there is no love.  Where true love exists, there is no bitterness.


12.  Bitterness turns respect into vilification, vituperation, and maligning.  Bitterness turns malice into revenge.  Bitterness lowers our gratitude to zero.

E.  Recovery from Bitterness.

1.  Hezekiah’s recovery from bitterness is found in Isa 38:15-17, “What shall I say?  For He has spoken to me, and He Himself has done it; I shall wander around all my years because of the bitterness of my soul.  O Lord, by these things men live, and in all these is the life of my spirit; O restore me to health and let me live!  Behold, for happiness I have great bitterness.  It is You who kept my soul from the pit of nothingness [the sin unto death]; for You have put all my sins behind Your back.”  Hezekiah acknowledged his sin to God and was forgiven.


2.  Rom 12:2-3, “Stop being conformed to the trends of this age, but be transformed by the renovation of your thinking, that you may prove what the will of God is: the good, the acceptable to God, the complete [fulfillment of the four spiritual objectives of the Church Age].  For I say through the grace which has been given to me to everyone who is among you, stop thinking of self in terms of arrogance beyond what you ought to think, but think in terms of sanity as God has assigned to each one of us a standard of thinking from doctrine.”



a.  Sanity is defined as the believer operating under the filling of the Spirit and Bible doctrine in the soul plus the application of the spiritual problem solving devices, and finally executing the plan of God by reaching the adult spiritual life.  All this produces rational thinking rather than emotion.



b.  Thinking in terms of sanity is how virtue-love (personal love for God motivating unconditional love for others) becomes a major factor in all functions of the advanced spiritual life.

F.  Principles.

1.  If we are bitter and do not rebound, we will become implacable.


2.  If we continue with implacability and do not rebound, we will be filled with vindictiveness.


3.  Vindictiveness is the reaction sin to implacability.


4.  Implacability is the reaction sin to vindictiveness.  Vindictiveness and implacability become a vicious cycle in the stream of consciousness.  A series of reaction sins is the quintessence of human arrogance.


5.  The reaction sins are part of the arrogance complex of sins.


6.  Bitterness is arrogant animosity, hatred, anger, cruelty, and harshness, the monstrous combination of arrogance and emotional sinning.


7.  Bitterness produces a hardness or harshness totally incompatible with grace orientation and contradictory to the plan of God.  We cannot be grace oriented when we are bitter, hateful, angry, or cruel toward someone.  We have no right to bitterness.


8.  Bitterness assumes that we are right and someone else is wrong.  Therefore, bitterness is divorced from reality.  Beware of always thinking that you are right and others are wrong.


9.  Bitterness refuses to take the responsibility for one’s own sins or failures and attaches the blame to others.


10.  Therefore, bitterness motivates revenge, which is a cop out of vindictiveness, an evasion of one’s responsibility, a compromise with doctrinal principles related to God’s grace.  The result of bitterness plus vindictiveness is an arrogant, malicious resentment, an unforgiving mental attitude of resentment, and irreconcilable enmity which makes a person hard and unbending.  This is locked in self-righteousness.  This is temporal death.  This is not the mandate of the word of God, but evil.  This is the antithesis of forgiving as Christ has forgiven.  Eph 4:32, “But become gracious toward one another, compassionate, and forgiving each other, just as God also by means of Christ has forgiven you.”



a.  “Kind” is gracious action toward one another—the interaction of unconditional love among members of the body of Christ as the royal family of God.



b.  “Compassionate” is the capacity for unconditional love for all mankind based on doctrine circulating in the stream of consciousness.



c.  When we forgive someone, we forget it and move on, and we are never motivated by bitterness, implacability, vindictiveness, hatred, or any other reaction to seek revenge.  There is no humility in bitterness.



d.  We cannot come as a plaintiff before the supreme court of heaven with bitterness in our soul.


11.  Bitterness is related to the order of the arrogance skills.  Bitterness requires the habitual use of all three arrogance skills.  The order of the arrogance skills is self-justification, self-deception, and self-absorption.  The reverse order of the arrogance skills is self-absorption, self-deception, and self-justification.  It is the reverse order that causes more believers to produce evil in their lives than any other factor.



a.  Definition of the arrogance skills.




(1)  Self-justification is ignorance, rejection of 1 Jn 1:9, and failure to use do it.  It is perpetual carnality.  In perpetual carnality we are blinded to the evil we cause.  We justify ourselves when we are in a state of sin and wrongdoing.  We cannot have self-justification and the filling of the Spirit at the same time.




(2)  Self-deception is to be filled with bitterness, implacability, and hatred and to justify it, and to combine this with failure to take responsibility for our own volitional involvement in the sins of arrogance.  The status quo of irrationality and unreality becomes a terrible thing in our lives and hinders the execution of the spiritual life.




(3)  Self-absorption is total preoccupation with self.  We have the attitude that bitterness is justified and a normal reaction to things in life.  We have the attitude that we are always right.  Therefore, we think we are right in hurting people, having malice, and being involved in Christian activism.  We think we are the only one who knows the will of God and we stick our nose in everyone else’s affairs.  As we stay in self-absorption, bitterness intensifies and we reverse the function of the arrogance skills.  This develops malice, revenge motivation, hatred, implacability, and jealousy.  There is no motivation from reciprocal love for God.



b.  Bitterness always results from failure to take responsibility for one’s own bad decisions, therefore, it is the function of self-justification.  Bitterness in self-justification minus rebound follows the pattern of anger reaction to self-justification, resulting in vindictiveness, which produces self-deception and self-absorption as well.  Bitterness becomes completely self-absorbed through egocentricity, self-centeredness, and is characterized by lack of sensitivity, including always thinking about self first at all times in the wrong way with no regard to the feelings, opinions, or thoughts of others.  Bitterness takes the position of always being right.  Therefore, bitterness justifies and motivates anger, rage, which sponsors vindictiveness, malice, revenge, and vilification.



c.  Bitterness is one of the most dangerous functions of the arrogance skills, because it reverses the order of the three arrogance skills.  The believer fails to apply 1 Jn 1:9 and the arrogance skills then cycle backwards to become the basis for a very strong self-justification.  Bitterness fills the self-consciousness with garbage, which begins reversing the order of the three arrogance skills and leads to reversionism.  Doctrine stops circulating in the soul.



d.  Intensified bitterness from the reverse order of the arrogance skills justifies anger and emotional rage.  It rationalizes every emotional sin.  Once a believer starts to reverse the arrogance skills they enter into malice and revenge, hatred and implacability.  In self-deception we are going to prove that those we hate are wrong, because we cannot stand to be anything but right.



e.  Self-absorption becomes volatile.  All of our malice and revenge is justified by our bitterness.  We are absorbed with ourselves and hate everyone who has wronged us and we lust to destroy them.  We lie and others believe us.  We cannot be persuaded that we are wrong, and people who say we are wrong, we say are wrong and are going to prove it.  We are jealous of other believers who are blessed by God and bitter-jealousy is the name of that bitterness.  Once we get into the situation between self-deception and self-justification the four horsemen of apostasy (emotional revolt of the soul, locked-in negative volition, blackout of the soul, and scar tissue of the soul) become a part of our life.




(1)  Emotional revolt of the soul includes rejection of authority.




(2)  Locked-in negative volition is where we say “doctrine doesn’t work” and the motivation of reciprocity no longer exists in our life.




(3)  Blackout of the soul is the end of reciprocity.  We have no motivation to take in doctrine.




(4)  Scar tissue of the soul means we can no longer be distinguished from an unbeliever.



f.  Hezekiah is a perfect example of the reverse order of the three arrogance skills in 2 Chr 32.  He lived his last fifteen years in the reverse order of the arrogance skills.  Isaiah explained this in Isa 38.



g.  The panorama of bitterness.




(1)  The three arrogance skills create bitterness.  But the reverse order of the arrogance skills is even worse.




(2)  If we are bitter and do not rebound, we will become implacable.   When we become implacable, we will justify every form of evil into which we enter.




(3)  If we continue with implacability and do not rebound, we will be filled with vindictiveness for the rest of our life.  Without rebound, the order of failure is bitterness, implacability, and hatred.  The result is malice, revenge, vituperation, vilification, violence, and abuse.




(4)  We will be bitter and complain for the rest of our life.  We forget about God, take credit for all we have done, and develop a hatred for others.  We become abusive and violent and justify ourselves.




(5)  Self-justification ignores and rejects rebound, 1 Jn 1:9.  Bitterness then moves to self-deception.




(6)  Self-deception never rebounds and is so filled with bitterness, implacability, hatred, and failure to take the responsibility for volitional involvement in these sins of arrogance that in the status of irrationality and unreality, rebound is never considered as an option.  We believe we are always right, resulting in self-absorption.




(7)  Self-absorption takes the attitude that bitterness is justified and a normal reaction of always being right.  It has no reciprocal love for God.   Being always right, we justify malice and are motivated to revenge toward others.  We forget all the doctrine we have learned and cannot be distinguished from an unbeliever.  The believer now reverses the function of the arrogance skills: self-absorption leads to self-deception, which in turn leads to self-justification.




(8)  Beginning with malice and the status of self-absorption, the believer reverses the function of the arrogance skills.  In the reverse function, self-absorption is intensified, has malice, and wants to take revenge on people.  We become violent and verbally abusive.  In the reverse order of the arrogance skills, justification and intensification of wrongdoing begins.




(9)  Self-deception intensifies and believes it has the right to hatred, jealousy, and implacability.  This time self-deception believes that we had a right to do the things we did, and that our past sins were not sins, but justified.  We believe we have the right to hatred, implacability, jealousy, etc.  This is the justification of sin.




(10)  Hatred and implacability become the basis for self-justification.




(11)  If we are bitter, we are going to be angry.  If we are angry, we are going to be vindictive.  If we are vindictive, our soul is filled with motivation of malice and revenge.  There is no motivation from reciprocity.




(12)  The revenge function of the arrogance skills justifies the intensification of all categories of sin in the life.




(13)  Grieving the Holy Spirit, squelching the Holy Spirit, and lying to the Holy Spirit become a way of life in the reverse order of the arrogance skills.




(14)  The believer in the reverse function of the arrogance skills ignores 1 Jn 1:9 and Phil 3:13-14, and in this intensification justifies perpetual carnality.  Phil 3:13-14, “Brethren, I do not evaluate myself to have attained, but I concentrate on one thing: forgetting what is behind (past failures), and constantly advancing to the high ground; I keep on advancing toward the objective for the decorations of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.”




(15)  If we reject rebound, self-absorption intensifies.  The self-deception which follows says, “I have a right to sin; I am justified in sinning.  I have a right to enter into Christian activism.”  The reverse function of the arrogance skills justifies sin and evil.




(16)  The reverse function of the arrogance skills ignores the principle that the only solution is the divine solution, and that human solutions are no solutions.  They reverse this and think that the human solution is the only solution.  The reverse function of the arrogance skills justifies and intensifies trying to solve spiritual problems with political solutions.




(17)  The intensification of Christian activism is not the solution.




(18)  The only solution for the believer in the reverse function of the arrogance skills is confess it and keep moving.



h.  Bitterness begun is lack of grace orientation.  Perpetual bitterness is perpetual carnality.  Bitterness dies the sin face-to-face with death.



i.  Believers in the reverse function of the arrogance skills intensify their philosophy that the end justifies the means.  Distractions to the spiritual life are substituted for the spiritual life.  The believer intensifies his attempt to whitewash the devil’s world through Christian activism.



j.  Bitterness has no capacity for love, life, or happiness.  It has no gratitude toward God.



k.  Bitterness takes all the shortcuts to reach self-absorption.  In the status of egocentricity, self-absorption locks into self-deception and becomes the expert in lying to self.  Self-justification becomes the great devotion of life.



l.  If we rationalize the problem, we will rationalize the solution.  We must recognize the reality of the problem before we can recognize the reality of God’s solution:  rebound and keep moving.  We don’t ask God to solve the problem; we thank Him for the solution.


12.  Self-conceit is often rationalized into self-confidence.  This is the down side of assumed self-confidence.  People who think they have self-confidence generally are full of arrogance.  Their self-confidence is based upon arrogance in the soul.  True self-confidence must be based on truth.  True self-confidence has freedom of operation and function that glorifies God.


13.  There are four defense mechanisms of self-deception.



a.  Rationalism is a self-serving system of self-justification.  This is the modus operandi of giving wrong and false explanations for our motivations and behavior.



b.  Repression is the defense mechanism in which the believer fails to take responsibility for his or her bad decisions related to sin and evil.  This adds strength to self-justification.  True values are replaced by false values.



c.  Dissociation is the defense mechanism in which the believer covers up or alters the integrity functions of self-awareness goes deeper into degeneracy.  This means the loss of virtue and values.



d.  Denial is the defense mechanism of self-deception in which a believer fails to acknowledge his flaws, failures, or sins in the function of rebound.  These flaws and failures are apparent to others.



e.  The result of these defense mechanisms is reinforced self-justification or projection in which the believer falsely attributes to others his failures, his flaws, and his garbage in the subconscious.  By reversing the arrogance skills, this believer arrives at pseudo self-confidence in which the person is never wrong.

G.  The Plague of the Royal Priesthood.

1.  The plague of the priesthood is manifest in the emotional complex of sins and arrogance complex of sins.



a.  The emotional complex of sins include: fear, worry, anxiety, panic, anger, hatred, arrogant self-righteousness, egotistical irrationality, guilt, legalism, activism, and other concepts as well.



b.  The arrogance complex of sins, which accompanies the emotional complex of sins, includes: jealousy, bitterness, vindictiveness, implacability, vituperation, vilification, gossip, slander, maligning, judging, creating a public lie, malice, revenge motivation and revenge modus operandi.


2.  The plague of the royal priesthood contains two categories:



a.  The contamination virus of arrogance and the arrogance complex of sins.



b.  The symptoms of the virus are the emotional complex of sin, which include the fear virus and the bitterness virus.


3.  This plague causes the erosion of the spiritual life as described in Phil 3:18-19, “For many keep on walking, concerning whom I have told you many times, and now even weeping I tell you, that these [are] the enemies of the cross of Christ, whose end is destruction, whose god [is] their emotion, and whose glory [is] their shame, who hold opinions about earthly things.”



a.  This is the pattern of the loser believer.  This pattern is erroneous to the spiritual life.



b.  Paul wept because he knew what a fantastic thing God had done for every Church Age believer by giving us the most wonderful spiritual life, and many believers were ignoring it.



c.  The loser believer is an enemy of the cross of Christ.  The end of their life is destruction by the sin unto death.  Believers who fail to execute the spiritual life will be punished in time because they fail to keep moving in the spiritual life through perpetual carnality.  The most miserable people on earth are believers who do not execute the spiritual life.



d.  The lifestyle of the loser believer makes emotion his or her god and is the antithesis of the unique spiritual life of the Church Age.  It centers around their emotion.



e.  The loser believer receives shame at the evaluation throne of Christ rather than their escrow blessings for eternity, which glorify God forever.



f.  As a result of thinking about earthly things; that is, Christian activism, these believers are distracted from the spiritual life.



g.  They are loser believers, which does not imply loss of salvation.  They are losers because they have sin in their life and a lust for sin and fail to execute the spiritual life.



h.  A loser believer is a believer who fails to execute the unique spiritual life of human history, the spiritual life of the Church Age.


4.  The principles of emotion.



a.  Emotion is the feeling reflex of the soul and was never designed by God to replace the mentorship of God the Holy Spirit or the function of the spiritual life.



b.  Therefore, emotion is neither a criterion nor an experiential reality of the spiritual life.  How we feel does not make us spiritual.  How we feel does not make us saved.  Emotion applied to the spiritual life is a disaster.



c.  Since emotion is neither a tool for the cognition of Bible doctrine nor the criterion for the spiritual life, it can never be the reality of the spiritual life nor a problem solving device.  No problems in life are solved by emotion.  We are hung up in emotion in carnality.



d.  Consequently, the believer must distinguish between the normal function of emotion as a responder to one’s values in life and the sinful function of emotion as a reaction to life.



e.  As a responder, emotion reveals appreciation for the noble and honorable things in life.



f.  But emotion as a reactor produces sin, dead works, and evil as the emotional revolt of the soul and blackout of the soul, which combine to produce scar tissue of the soul.  Emotion carries its own punishment.



g.  Emotion is neither a problem solving device nor the criterion for the spiritual life.  Love based on emotion is a failure every time.  There is no integrity in emotion.



h.  Emotional revolt of the soul followed by blackout of the soul resulting in scar tissue of the soul is the enemy of our spiritual life.



i.  The unique spiritual life of the Church Age has two basic concepts for solving the problems of emotional sinning such as fear:




(1)  The faith-rest drill in spiritual childhood.




(2)  Reciprocal love in spiritual adulthood.



j.  God’s grace as an attribute is based on love without emotion.  God does not have emotion.  God does not need emotion.  God has provided a spiritual life that frees us from emotion and a happiness that is far greater than anything related to emotion.

H.  Summary Principles.

1.  Bitterness is a part of the arrogance complex of sins and overflows into the emotional complex of sins.  This is how bitterness becomes irrational.


2.  Bitterness becomes scar tissue of the soul, blotting out all application of doctrine in the stream of consciousness.


3.  Bitterness combines self-induced misery with spreading that misery to others in our periphery.


4.  Bitterness means revenge motivation, and as opportunity presents itself, revenge modus operandi.


5.  More than any other sin, bitterness contradicts the plan of God for the Church.  Bitterness contradicts the spiritual life of the believer.  Bitterness leads to doing a wrong thing done in a wrong way.  Bitterness results in doing a wrong thing done in a right way or doing a right thing in a wrong way.


6.  Bitterness ignores the fact that two wrongs do not make a right.  If we have been truly wronged and react with bitterness; that is two wrongs.


7.  We cannot build our happiness on someone else’s unhappiness.

8.  Bitterness is the inevitable result of converting the outside pressure of adversity into the inside pressure of stress in the soul. Stress in the soul means sin nature control, and if unchecked, results in perpetual carnality and the sin unto death.


9.  If we are bitter and do not rebound, we will become implacable.  If we continue with implacability and do not rebound, we will be filled with vindictiveness and hatred and die the sin unto death.  Self-absorption takes the attitude that bitterness is justified.


10.  Bitterness produces a harshness, a scar tissue of the soul totally incompatible with grace orientation, totally contrary to the uniqueness of the Church Age.


11.  Bitterness is motivated by malice to seek revenge, which is a cop out of vindictiveness, a compromise with doctrinal principles of the Church Age related to the spiritual life.


12.  Bitterness is the greatest of all arrogance sins.  Bitterness is the undistilled arrogance of the soul, Jam 3:14; Heb 12:15.  The eight evils of bitterness venom in the soul:



a.  Bitterness turns love into hatred.



b.  Bitterness turns happiness into malice.



c.  Bitterness turns blessing into cursing.



d.  Bitterness blames God or man or both for one’s bad decisions, flaws, and failures.  All of the arrogance sins are related to bitterness.

  

e.  Bitterness is the fuel that runs the three arrogance skills: self-justification, self-deception, and self-absorption.  Bitterness reverses the three arrogance skills to justify not using rebound (self-absorption, self-deception, and self-justification).



f.  Bitterness produces bad emotion and thereby contributes to the status of perpetual carnality.  Bitterness always finds a way to remain carnal.



g.  Bitterness destroys the spiritual life.  Bitterness destroys our soul.  We cannot have bitterness in our soul and ever be happy or fulfill the unique spiritual life of the Church Age.



h.  Bitterness is described as the venom of the soul in Num 21:6.  Bitterness as the venom of the soul is the worst of the arrogance sins and is also described in Rom 3:13c-14, “The venom of cobras is under their lips, whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness.”  The venom of the soul is manifested through verbal sins (slander, judging, maligning, gossip, vilification, vituperation).

I.  Conclusion.

1.  Bitterness has no capacity for love, life, or happiness.  True happiness is in the soul, and the soul filled with bitterness has no happiness.


2.  Bitterness is the enemy of the spiritual life—self-induced, self-imposed, and self-centered.


3.  Bitterness is one of the greatest manifestations of the arrogance of life and takes all of the short cuts to self-absorption.  In the status of self-absorption, bitterness locks onto self-deception.  A bitter person lies to himself daily and believes everything he says to himself is true to justify his own bitterness.  He is self-destructive as well as destructive to others.  He rationalizes every problem.  A rationalized solution is irrational for the believer, because God has provided the spiritual problem solving devices.


4.  Under self-justification and self-deception, bitterness assumes that one is right when everyone else is wrong.  In this way, bitterness becomes divorced from reality and refuses to take the responsibility for volitional involvement in one’s own sins, flaws, failures, and thereby always blames someone else.  When we blame someone else, we will hate that person and we will enter into malice.  This is a deep-seated self-absorption.


5.  The only solution is found in the filling of the Holy Spirit.  Eph 4:32, “But become kind one toward another, compassionate, forgiving each other just as God also by means of Christ has forgiven you.”

3.  The Responsibility of the Husband.


a.  God is perfect; therefore, His works are perfect.  Since God invented marriage for imperfect people, He had to make rules for its success.


b.  God set forth rules both before and after man sinned.  God’s mandate for the first marriage in the Garden—do not eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, i.e., do not sin.  That rule still applies to all marriages.  The more we sin after marriage, the more difficulty we have in marriage.


c.  When we ignore these rules, marriage is a failure.  There is no such thing as a neutral marriage; it either succeeds or fails.


d.  There are divine rules today for each spouse in marriage:  1 Cor 7:3, “Let the husband fulfill his duty to his wife, and likewise also the wife to her husband.”  Each has a duty to the other.  Marriage is more than finding the right person; it is being the right person.  To be the right person a believer must be cognizant of the divine rules for marriage.


e.  The motivation of unconditional love as the integrity envelope for personal love is found in Eph 5:25, “Husbands, love [unconditional love] your wives just as Christ also loved the Church [personal love] and gave Himself on behalf of her [unconditional love].”


(1)  It is unconditional love that gives strength, honor, integrity, capacity to personal love.  Many relationships do not work out right because we have naked personal love with no unconditional love protecting it.



(2)  This is the first divine rule of marriage.  This rule demands unconditional love for all mankind as a problem solving device and as the basis for giving virtue to personal love.



(3)  No one succeeds in marriage without unconditional love.  This mandate requires active virtue in marriage rather than active arrogance.  Arrogance is the great destroyer of the integrity envelope.



(4)  God designed marriage.  God is perfect.  Therefore, anything He designs is perfect.  The design is perfect for imperfect persons.  God has provided in His grace and wisdom for our imperfections and failures in marriage.  God also warns about the things that cause marriage not to succeed.


f.  One of the great problems in marriage is the believer’s failure to distinguish between divine policy for marriage and the individual’s personal standards.



(1)  The divine policy for marriage is threefold:




(a)  The husband must love the wife.




(b)  The wife must obey the husband.




(c)  Each are to forgive as Christ forgave.



(2)  The difference between leadership and management is the distinction between the concept of policy for an organization and our own personal standards.  Marriage demands the function of policy by the husband, but he does not superimpose his personal standards on his wife.  We apply our personal standards only to ourselves, and enforce policy on those under our control.  Leadership enforces principle and policy; management superimposes personal standards on others.



(3)  Husbands fail because they are bureaucrats, bullies, arrogant managers.  They seek to impose their personal standards on their wives.  This is not the policy of marriage.  Leadership motivates authority orientation.  Bureaucracy motivates revolt.



(4)  As the spiritual leader, the husband executes the divine commands given in Eph 5:25 and Col 3:19.  By fulfilling these mandates the husband becomes the leader in marriage.



(5)  We cannot change others, we can only change ourselves.  The policy of marriage is unconditional love, not our personal standards.  The husband has no right to superimpose his personal standards on his wife, only the divine policies of the word of God.



(6)  In spiritual growth, the believer changes his personal standards to comply with the plan of God from the privacy of his own priesthood.  In apostasy, the believer abandons his standards.




(a)  The standards of spiritual childhood are not the same as the standards of spiritual adulthood.  We do not bully others to live up to our standards.  As we grow spiritually, our standards will change.




(b)  Variation in standards reflects our spiritual status quo or lack of it, but we don’t give up things to grow up spiritually.  We use the divine problem solving devices to change our own standards.




(c)  Problem solving demands that the believer understand and use grace mechanics to change his own life and standards, and he cannot superimpose those standards on another person.  Our personal standards reflect our upbringing, our background, and we don’t superimpose our background on others.



(7)  The policy of the plan of God belongs to all believers, but our personal standards belong to us.  Only the teaching of doctrine can change someone’s standards.  This is why counseling is not valid.  To superimpose our personal standards on others is polarized legalism.  Only Bible doctrine has the power to change the standards that have come from our upbringing and background.



(8)  In the local church, the pastor is the leader who is responsible for communicating divine policy.  He does this by teaching the word of God on a consistent basis.



(8)  In marriage, it is essential that each partner maintain the privacy of the other partner by not broadcasting our problems to others.



(9)  We cannot change our spouse; we can only change ourselves.  The only changes that count are the changes made from within our own soul through the influence of Bible doctrine.  This is why changes from outside pressure are not valid, e.g., counseling, pressure from our spouse, or support of friends.  We cannot execute the Christian way of life from the thinking of someone else.  We cannot solve our problems from our own soul as long as we are getting outside help.



(10)  Our standards reflect our relationship to the Lord.  Our standards do not belong to the other Christians in our periphery.  They are under the authority of divine standards, not our personal standards.  We are responsible to comply with the standards of Christian organizations when we enter those organizations.  This includes such things as observing taboos, the dress code, etc.


   
 (11)  In the same way, the wife enters into the organization of marriage and must comply with its standards.  Both the husband and wife must have unconditional love, which they use as protection of their integrity.  The husband uses his unconditional love to fulfill the command to love his wife.  The wife uses her unconditional love to fulfill the command to obey her husband.  Without unconditional love the husband takes advantage of the wife, and if the wife has no unconditional love, she has no way of responding to the man.



(12)  The reason for these two divine rules that form the policy for marriage is that:




(a)  the husband is the leader; therefore, he initiates love for the enforcement of divine policy.  Unconditional love keeps him from bullying the woman by superimposing his own personal standards rather than the divine policy for marriage.




(b)  the wife is a follower; and therefore, obeys her husband’s enforcement of divine policy without surrendering her privacy or personal standards.  Unconditional love provides the wife with humility and authority orientation, so that she can comply with divine rules while maintaining her own personal standards.



(13)  Policy belongs to a group; personal standards belong to the individual.  Believers with many different standards assemble for Bible teaching under the policy of the local church.  Our personal standards are subordinate as long as we are under the policy of the group.



(14)  God designed rules for marriage to make it possible for marriage to be a source of virtue.  Marriage is designed for virtue, and virtue is designed for happiness.  God’s rules provide the virtue.



(15)  Personal standards that might become an issue in marriage should be resolved, if possible, before marriage, and after marriage, without going outside the home.


g.  There are three principles which introduce the analogy of Eph 5:25, “Husbands, love your wives just as Christ also loved the Church.”


(1)  Out of the husband’s unconditional love for all mankind comes his personal love for his wife.



(2)  Out of our Lord’s unconditional love for all mankind comes His personal love for the Church.



(3)  Unlimited atonement is a demonstration of God’s unconditional love for all mankind.




(a)  Scripture.





(i)  2 Cor 5:14: “For the love for Christ keeps on motivating us.  In fact, we have reached the conclusion that One died for all mankind.”  2 Cor 5:19: “God, by means of Christ, was reconciling the world to Himself by not imputing their sins to them.”




(ii)  1 Tim 2:6: “Who gave Himself a ransom, as a substitute for all mankind.”  1 Tim 4:10: “Because we have confidence in the living God, who is the savior of all men, and especially to believers.”




(iii)  Tit 2:11: “For the grace of God, which brings salvation to all mankind, has appeared.”  Heb 2:9: “We see Jesus, that by means of the grace of God He should taste death for everyone.”




(iv)  1 Jn 2:2: “And He is a propitiation for our sins, but not for ours only, but also for the entire world.”



(b)  In order to be judged for the sins of the world and yet stay on the cross, Jesus had to have some kind of love.  It could not be personal love because we did not yet have God’s righteousness, and God cannot love us personally unless we have His righteousness.  So, in order to go the Cross, our Lord had to have unconditional love.


h.  The precedent for unconditional love as the integrity protection for personal love is found in Christ’s attitude toward the Church.  All precedent for the Church Age is taken from the dispensation of the Hypostatic Union.  “Husbands, love your wives just as Christ also loved the Church.”  Unconditional love as the integrity envelope for personal love must exist in the man before marriage.


i.  To understand this precedent we must understand God’s love.  Divine love is the pattern for all virtue-love as a problem solving device.  Divine love is part of the essence of God.  Divine love is a divine attribute, which belongs equally to each person of the Trinity; they have coequal and coeternal love.  As we develop personal love for God, unconditional love is developed in our lives, and unconditional love is the key to solving problems in marriage.


j.  The precedent for unconditional love is found in the last phrase of Eph 5:25, “and gave Himself for her.”  This refers to Christ’s unconditional love when He went to the cross.  It is unconditional love that is the problem solving device for marriage, along with personal love for God the Father and occupation with Christ.


k.  Personal love in marriage has no staying power, no consistency, and no permanence without unconditional love for all mankind.  Eph 5:25 is a mandate for unconditional love.


l.  So in the analogy, our Lord Jesus Christ, during His substitutionary spiritual death on the Cross, had two categories of love.  He had personal love for the Church, not yet in existence and He had unconditional love for all mankind born in the status of real spiritual death.


m.  Our Lord’s unconditional love on the Cross became the function of our Lord’s personal love for the Church.  Our Lord’s personal love for the Church emphasizes the object as having God’s perfect righteousness imputed at salvation.  Our Lord’s unconditional love for the Church emphasizes the pre‑salvation status of the royal family in real spiritual death, totally unattractive and unacceptable to God.  In unconditional love, all virtue always lies in the subject; the object has no attractiveness at all.


n.  Therefore, the emphasis of our Lord’s unconditional love is on Himself as the subject.  He was judged for our sins; He took our place; He received the imputation of our sins.  We were totally and completely undeserving then as we are now.


o.  The analogy between husbands loving their wives in marriage and our Lord’s salvation work on the Cross emphasizes the fact that two categories of love must exist in marriage, and we can’t have one without the other.  That is the integrity envelope.


p.  Our Lord changed from unconditional love to personal love because we responded to His unconditional love by faith in Him.  Personal love must be linked to unconditional love not only in marriage but also even with God.


q.  Without unconditional love for all mankind, there would be no salvation.  Without unconditional love for all mankind, there would be no success in marriage or any human relationship that demands virtue.


r.  Our Lord’s personal love for the Church emphasizes how unconditional love found a way to make personal love operational.  This is exactly what happens in the marital relationship.


s.  No believer can have a successful marriage unless he has the right priorities in life.  Right priorities demand that God be given first place in our life.  God cannot have first place in our life unless you make Bible doctrine our number one priority.  No man can have a successful marriage without unconditional love for his wife.


t.  No believer can have a successful marriage unless he has a successful relationship with God.  If our relationship with God is a failure, our marriage will be a failure.


u.  Knowledge of doctrine must precede the application of doctrine, and this, above all, includes marriage.  Relationship with people depends on the attainment of unconditional love through doctrinal conceptualism—learning, thinking, and solving problems using doctrine.


v.  Summary.



(1)  Out of unconditional love for all mankind comes our Lord’s personal love for the Church as the Body of Christ.



(2)  The Church did not even exist when Christ went to the Cross and died for the sins of the world.



(3)  Out of unconditional love for all mankind comes the husband’s personal love for his wife.



(4)  The man must have unconditional love before he even knows that his right woman exists.



(5)  To enter marriage without unconditional love as a problem solving device means malfunction, failure of personal love and everything else in marriage.



(6)  Without unconditional love in marriage, personal love has no staying power, no problem solving capabilities.



(7)  Our Lord’s unconditional love for all mankind emphasizes the pre‑salvation status of the Church as spiritual death.



(8)  Our Lord’s personal love for the Church emphasizes the postsalvation status of the Church as possessing divine righteousness.  Rom 3:22.


w.  Husbands should avoid bitterness.  Col 3:19, “Husbands, love your wives, and stop being bitter against them.”


(1)  God invented marriage; God makes the rules for marriage.  All of the rules come from His justice, and in the case of Christians, from His personal love.  God is fair; therefore, the rules are fair.  God is love; therefore, He is interested in our welfare, and the rules are for our welfare.



(2)  No man can enter into marriage without integrity and a sense of responsibility.  The motivation that the husband must have to execute this command is His relationship with God.  Therefore, the husband should enter marriage with two problem solving devices: personal love for God the Father and occupation with Christ.



(3)  The Greek verb PIKRAINW plus the negative adverb means to stop being bitter.  Bitterness is a sign of arrogance.



(a)  Bitter people cannot succeed in the plan of God.





i.  Bitterness that continues is a tragic flaw in the character.  There are all kinds of bitterness.  God has never given us the right to be bitter about anything.





ii.  We cannot be bitter without malfunction in our spiritual life.  Bitterness is self-fragmentation, and no self-fragmented believer can have a successful marriage.  Bitterness is locked-in arrogance.

 



iii.  To the extent that we are bitter about anything in life, to that extent we will fail in life.  When people are bitter they often slander, malign, and criticize.





iv.  The answer to bitterness is forgiveness.




(b)  No one who is bitter should ever get married while in a state of bitterness.  Bitterness is an enemy to marriage.  If you are bitter, do not get married until it is gone.  No matter how great the romance, bitterness will destroy it.




(c)  Relationship with God precedes relationship with people.  No one can have a successful relationship in marriage unless they have a successful relationship with God.




(d)  Problems in marriage are not caused by money, sex, or unfaithfulness.  The problem in marriage is lack of virtue—lack of personal love for God the Father, occupation with Christ, and unconditional love toward others.




(e)  Bitterness is arrogant self-centeredness combined with arrogant self-justification.  Bitterness becomes an arrogant habit that keeps us out of fellowship the rest of our life.




(f)  Personal love outside of the integrity envelop is bitter, arrogant, and self-centered.  This is why men become abusive and marriages fail.


x.  Eph 4:31 says, “All bitterness, both anger and wrath, both quarreling and slander, must be removed from you, along with all malice.”

y.  Personal love inside the integrity envelop of virtue-love avoids bitterness and fulfills Eph 4:32, which is the third divine rule in marriage.  “Rather become kind one toward another, compassionate, forgiving each other just as God by means of Christ has forgiven you.”  Virtue-love is also described in 1 Cor 13:4-8.  Love can overlook faults, is full of trust, hope, and endurance.



(1)  The problem is that personal love for others is not a virtue in itself; it only has virtue while inside the integrity envelop of unconditional love.  Personal love is only a virtue when directed toward God.


(2)  Any idiot minus virtue can fall in love.  Therefore, human personal love is no solution of any kind.  Personal love is dependent on virtue for its success and perpetuation, whether in friendship, romance, or marriage.



(3)  All biblical mandates related to human interaction are divine commands for the function of unconditional love toward all mankind.  Unconditional love inserts virtue and stability into all categories of human love and human interaction.



(4)  Personal love minus virtue will not hold a marriage together.  Personal love in romance includes many things which are transient and temporary and have no stability, e.g., physical attraction, lust, desire, security, temporary rapport, temporary admiration, the desire for self-improvement, boredom and a change of scenery, social acceptance, social advance, legitimate sex, or a desire for companionship.



(5)  But whatever the motives that lead to marriage, personal love can neither sustain nor perpetuate that marriage unless accompanied by consistent function of unconditional love toward all mankind.  This problem solving device can belong to an unbeliever through his recognition of the authority of the laws of divine establishment.  It can belong to a believer through his understanding of the mystery doctrine of the Church Age.



(6)  In marriage, unconditional love for all mankind actually provides both the capacity and the power for a husband to love his wife as Christ loved the Church and gave Himself for it, and visa versa.  Therefore, marriages don’t need the band-aides of marital counseling; they need the radical surgery of the daily perception and acceptance of Bible doctrine.




(a)  Arrogance and lack of doctrine are causing marriages to break up everywhere today.  If we are losers as Christians, we are losers in marriage.  The problem is not marriage; the problem is that we’re losers because we have rejected divine principles.




(b)  Christian couples who fail to expose themselves to the teaching of Bible doctrine cannot resolve their marital problems.  The secret to success in marriage is the spiritual life beyond knowledge, i.e., making doctrine full-knowledge.




(c)  Just as people have to grow up and mature in life, so people have to grow up and mature in marriage.  When we marry, we’re a baby again.  We must grow up in marriage, just as we grew up in life.




(d)  For the Christian, this is impossible apart from accepted doctrine in the right lobe of the soul, and the proper application of the problem solving devices which inevitably result.




(e)  Some people never mature as human beings; many believers never mature as Christians.  This explains why marriages fail and why believers are losers.  They fail to execute the plan of God through perception, acceptance, and application of Bible doctrine.


z.  The destroyer of marriage—arrogance.



(1)  While most people cite unfaithfulness, arguments over money, or general personality incompatibility for their failure in marriage, they are merely describing symptoms and have not diagnosed the real disease, which is arrogance.



(2)  Arrogance is actually the greatest destroyer of marriage, not the “other man” or “other woman.”  Arrogance includes jealousy, bitterness, vindictiveness, implacability, anger, impatience, hatred, revenge motivation, revenge modus operandi, self-pity, guilt syndrome, and hypersensitivity.  These are just a few of the arrogant symptoms that destroy a marriage.

 

(3)  So if we come to hate our mate, then we have lost a far greater battle than our marriage; we have become a loser in the plan of God.



(4)  Again, the principle is that people are no better in marriage than they are as people.  It’s true that people can improve and change, but that requires that they make Bible doctrine the number one priority in life and advance spiritually.  This means that the solution to marital problems is found in the life beyond gnosis, in the execution of the plan of God.



(5)  Divorce is never a solution; divorce is always an escape.



(6)  An arrogant person in marriage is an arrogant person out of marriage, nothing has changed.  This demonstrates that arrogance is a far greater factor than anything else in the life, and that self-centeredness is the major problem.



(7)  Only cognition and utilization of the spiritual problem solving devices can change the person and solve problems in marriage.
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