Col 3:18


 - is the vocative feminine plural from the article and the noun GUNĒ, meaning “You wives.”  The vocative is the case of direct address.  Where it is desired to ascribe to the object of address special definiteness, the article is used.

 - is the second person plural present middle imperative from the verb HUPOTASSW, a military word, which means “to obey.”

The present tense is a customary present for an action, which habitually occurs, or may be reasonably expected to occur.  This is also a progressive present for an action in a state of persistence.


The middle voice is an indirect or dynamic middle, which emphasizes the wife as the agent, who produces the action in her own interest and for her own benefit.  She acts for herself and with reference to herself.


The imperative mood is a command.

 - is the dative indirect object from the masculine plural article used as a possessive pronoun and the noun ANĒR, meaning “your husbands.”  The word ANĒR is the Greek word for an honorable man and emphasizes the manliness of the man in contrast to the general word for man ANTHRWPOS.

“You wives, obey your husbands”
 - is the comparative particle HOS, meaning “as” plus the impersonal use of the imperfect active indicative of the verb ANĒKW, which means “to be fitting, proper, protocol.”

The imperfect tense is a durative imperfect for an action that began in the past after the Garden of Eden and continues to be true throughout human history.


The active voice indicates that this status produces the action of being fitting or proper.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

 - is the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the masculine singular noun KURIOS, meaning “in the Lord.”  The absence of the article emphasizes the high quality of the noun KURIOS, indicating that this is not just any ruler, but our Lord Jesus Christ.

“as is fitting in the Lord.”
Col 3:18 corrected translation
“You wives, obey your husbands as is fitting in the Lord.”
Explanation:
1.  Col 3:18 is divine Rule Number Two for Marriage—the Responsibility of the Wife.


a.  The command to obey.



(1)  The present middle imperative of the verb HUPOTASSW means to submit or to render obedience.  The progressive present is for action in a state of persistence.  This could also be a tendential present for an action proposed but not occurring.  The dynamic middle voice describes the wife acting in relationship to herself.  She acts for herself and with reference to herself.  She is personally responsible for the production of the action.  This is the imperative of command.



(2)  Whether it is a good or bad marriage, there must be the principle of authority.  The husband has the duty to take responsibility for policy.  The wife has the responsibility of recognizing the husband’s authority.




(a)  The Bible teaches that the husband is the authority in marriage.  1 Cor 11:9, “For indeed, man was not created for the woman’s sake, but the woman was created for the man’s sake.”  It is a man’s world, and this is a great benefit to the woman.




(b)  For the wife to render obedience or subordinate herself to the man, she has to be motivated by both unconditional love and personal love.




(c)  God is fair and just in providing this mandate for women.  Because of the uniqueness of the woman, she is honored, respected, and loved.




(d)  Before a woman marries a man, she must be able to answer one critical question, “Will I submit to the authority of this man for the rest of my life?”  The woman cannot answer this question in the attraction stage of romance.  Other important questions include:





i.  Does he demonstrate unconditional love toward all?




   
ii.  Is he manly, and yet still gentle?




   
iii.  Is he thoughtful and courteous?





iv.  What is his attitude in general and toward people in general?




(e)  If you say “yes” to the wrong man who is an emotional child, who is arrogant, or jealous, your life and marriage will be intolerable slavery.



(3)  The perfect active indicative of the verb ANEKW means to refer or to relate.  This is the impersonal use, which means “as it is proper, as it is fitting, or as it is protocol.”  The intensive perfect emphasizes the present state of being, the continuing results, and the fact that a thing is in the plan of God.  The virtuous woman produces the action of the verb, recognizing and submitting to the authority of her husband.



(4)  God has a plan for your life.  The name of that plan is called protocol.  The policy for the plan is called grace.  The precedence for the plan is what happened in the dispensation of the Hypostatic Union.  Jn 1:14, 16-17.  “Because from His fullness all of us have received grace in exchange for grace.”  When we were saved by grace we exchanged salvation grace for “more grace” (Jam 4:6).




(a)  The dispensation of the Hypostatic Union was a grace dispensation.




(b)  Believers have exchanged salvation grace for postsalvation grace.





i.  Eph 3:2 calls the Church Age “the dispensation of grace, which was given to you for your very own benefit.”




ii.  Jn 1:17, “...grace and truth came through the Lord Jesus Christ.”




iii.  Acts 4:33, “...and the abundant grace was on all of them.”




iv.  Acts 20:32, “And now I commend you to God and to the doctrine of His grace, which is able to build you up and to give you the inheritance among all of those who are sanctified.”




v.  Rom 12:3, “I say through the grace which has been given to me to everyone who is among you, stop thinking of self in terms of arrogance, beyond what you ought to think, but think in terms of sanity for the purpose of being rational without illusion as God has assigned to each one of us a standard of thinking from doctrine.”




vi.  Rom 12:6, “...according to the grace given to us...”




vii.  1 Cor 16:23, “The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with all of you.”




viii.  2 Cor 9:8, “And God is able to make all grace abound toward you, that always having all sufficiency in everything, you may have an abundance for every good deed.”




ix.  Phil 1:7, “You are partakers of grace with me.”


(5)  God’s plan for our life is perfect.  But since we are imperfect, we do not have the power or ability to execute a perfect plan from God.  A perfect plan can only be executed by a perfect power.  Therefore, we must have the omnipotence of God combined with the grace policy of God to fulfill God’s plan, will, and purpose.




(a)  The omnipotence of God the Father provided in eternity past our very own invisible spiritual assets and our very own spiritual life, so we can execute His plan.




(b)  The omnipotence of God the Son guarantees the preservation of the universe and the continuation of human history on planet earth, so the divine plan will be completed.




(c)  The omnipotence of God the Holy Spirit is available in our spiritual life for the purpose of executing that life and that plan.



(6)  God’s plan is a protocol plan.  Protocol is a rigid, long established code and procedure, proscribing complete deference to superior rank and authority, followed by strict adherence to due order and precedence, coupled with precisely correct procedure.




(a)  The protocol plan of God is a system of precisely correct procedure, which takes time to learn.  It is designed for every Church Age believer.




(b)  Romance, marriage, and divorce each have precisely correct procedure.




(c)  God has only one way of doing a thing—the right way.  A right thing done in a right way is the execution of the protocol plan of God.  A wife obeying her husband is a right thing done in a right way.




(d)  Rank and authority is always delegated by God in His plan.  In marriage, He delegates the authority to the husband.  Freedom without authority is anarchy.  Authority without freedom is tyranny.  Both states occur in marriage.  Anarchy exists when the wife rejects the authority of her husband.



(7)  To fulfill this command, the wife must have a strong unconditional love.  This mandate requires enforced and genuine humility, objectivity and teachability for execution.  The wife has both active and passive virtue.  The wife’s active virtue is humility; her passive virtue is her authority orientation in marriage.  The active arrogance of both husband and wife destroys the precisely correct procedure of the protocol plan.



(8)  The wife obeys the husband “as to the Lord” (occupation with Christ), but also because it is part of the protocol plan of God—“as is protocol in the Lord.”

b.  Eph 5:22, “Wives, render obedience to your very own husbands, as unto the Lord.”


(1)  Ellipsis demands the insertion of the present middle imperative participle from the verb HUPOTASSW from verse twenty-one, meaning to render obedience, to obey, or to submit.  The progressive present tense is for an action in a state of persistence.  It is also a tendential present for an action, which is contemplated but not actually taking place.  The dynamic middle voice is used to describe the wife as participating in the results of the action of the verb or acting in relation to herself.  The participle is used as an imperative.



(2)  The feminine motivation in marriage is given in the last phrase of the verse “as unto to Lord.”  Occupation with Christ is the most important problem solving device used by the woman to fulfill this command.  The wife renders obedience to her husband for the sake of the Lord Jesus Christ.  No marriage can succeed without the use of all the problem solving devices.  The wife obeys her husband because Bible doctrine is her number one priority and the Lord, through this verse, has asked her to do this.


(3)  The execution of this mandate requires enforced and genuine humility, objectivity, and teachability.  This also requires a love response by the woman toward God the Father and toward her husband.  The wife can have no personal love toward her husband unless he has unconditional love toward others and personal love toward her.



(4)  If the wife never has unconditional love toward others, she will never be able to obey this command.



(5)  Warnings for both spouses.




(a)  Marriage cannot make us happy.  Virtue and the attainment of God’s perfect happiness brings happiness to marriage.




(b)  Sex cannot make us happy; only the attainment of God’s perfect happiness can.




(c)  Prosperity, power, money, health, people, a friendly church cannot make us happy; only the attainment of God’s perfect happiness through tenacity in learning the mystery doctrine of the Church Age can.



(6)  Marriage is a source of unhappiness because marriage has been distorted into a series of myths, which do not come true, thereby causing resentment by those who believed the myths.  The myths are that:




(a)  Marriage is a cure all for life.




(b)  Marriage is the ultimate in happiness.




(c)  Marriage is a problem solving device.


c.  1 Pet 3:1-6, “In a similar manner, you wives, keep on subordinating yourselves [rendering obedience] to your own husbands, so that if any of them are disobedient to the Word, they may be won over without a word [nagging] through the behavior of their wives, when they observe your blameless manner of life associated with their [the husband’s] respect.  And your beauty should not come from external appearance only—hair styling, jewelry, and clothing; but the hidden person of the right lobe [must be emphasized] with the imperishable [incorruptible] quality of a humble and quiet spirit, which is precious in the sight of God.  For this is the way the holy women of the past, who put their confidence in God, used to make themselves beautiful, because they were submissive to their own husbands.  Like Sarah, who obeyed Abraham and called him her lord; and you have become her daughters, if you do the good of intrinsic value and do not fear any intimidation.”


(1)  Beauty is found first in the woman in her overt behavior and appearance.  Beauty is found secondly in the soul.



(2)  A man’s respect for a woman is extremely important.  A woman’s influence is far greater through respect than through personal love, because personal love can be outside of the integrity protection of unconditional love.



(3)  Nagging never advances the wife’s cause, but her manner of life does.  It is much easier for her to nag and feel she is succeeding.  Every time she nags, it is self-justification, bitterness, and arrogance on her part.  If the woman does succeed, she has made the man weak and a wimp.




(a)  You cannot make an issue out of your husband’s sins, flaws, or failures.  The issue must be what God has done for you, i.e., your behavior.




(b)  No woman can be a nag and have inner beauty.  After a while, she gives up on trying to change her husband but continues nagging because she is locked into bitterness and self-justification.




(c)  There are two kinds of nags: loud-mouthed and soft-spoken (like the incessant dripping of a faucet).




(d)  Nagging should be a warning to a woman that she is in the arrogance complex of sins.  The accuracy of the nagging makes no difference and does not justify it; it is still wrong.



(4)  The spiritual issue is inner beauty, not outward appearance; but you are not to neglect how you look nor assume that a slovenly appearance makes you spiritual.  Good grooming plus inner beauty is irresistible to the husband.



(5)  Characteristics of the woman’s inner beauty.




(a)  Self-consciousness becomes spiritual self-confidence and occupation with the person of Christ rather than whining and complaining.




(b)  Metabolized Bible doctrine in the soul results in obedience to the husband from the function of unconditional love as the protection for personal love response to her husband.




(c)  The woman makes decisions regarding her husband on the basis of the divine rule for marriage rather than from human viewpoint.  Therefore, she obeys him even though he may be a jerk.




(d)  The woman with inner beauty dresses with taste, but always gives number one priority to application of doctrine and consistent use of the spiritual problem solving devices.



(6)  The woman’s inner beauty is designed by God to execute not only the protocol plan of God but the marriage plan and fulfill her responsibility to her husband.



(7)  The humble and quiet spirit is the woman whose failures have nothing to do with arrogance.  The quiet spirit is freedom from jealousy, bitterness, implacability, hatred, revenge function, gossip, slander, nagging, etc.



(8)  It takes tremendous virtue-love, unconditional love, and more grace orientation to fulfill the role of the woman in marriage.



(9)  The virtue of inner beauty keeps the woman from holding back her soul, while giving her body to her husband.  This is part of the obedience factor in marriage.  A woman can have sex and be very antagonistic at the same time.  The man who possesses the woman’s body without her soul has a total of nothing.  Rather, he has a serious problem on his hands.  Sarah gave Abraham both her body and her soul in marriage.



(10)  The things that form inner beauty are the same things whereby you handle the problem of loneliness and learn how to entertain yourself.  A woman who can entertain herself and handle being alone has inner beauty.



(11)  Personal love for God the Father is the wife’s motivation for obedience to her husband.  Unconditional love is her function of obedience to her husband.  Occupation with Christ must be the victory of her obedience to her husband.


d.  Respect is more important than love and is mandated of the woman.



(1)  No woman should ever marry a man she cannot respect.  Respect is far more important than love in marriage.  Most women have very poor judgment about men because they do not have the correct principles on which to base their decisions.  No woman should ever marry because of libido, personality, etc., but because of spiritual self-confidence in the man.



(2)  For the wife to obey her husband or to subordinate himself to her spouse, she must be motivated by three categories of virtue extrapolated from doctrinal inculcation.




(a)  Personal love for God the Father which is motivational virtue.




(b)  Unconditional love for all mankind which is the integrity protection of the spiritual life.  Personal love without the integrity protection of unconditional love can become a monster, as well as arrogance.




(c)  Respect for what she sees in spiritual self-confidence in the man.



(3)  When the woman respects what she sees in spiritual self-confidence and what comes from personal love inside the integrity protection of unconditional love, she responds.  This is the only way the marriage will be a success.



(4)  The wife’s attitude toward her husband is described in Eph 5:33 as respect.  It is only from respect that the woman is motivated to respond.  Respect is the basis for the wife’s obedience of her husband.



(5)  Where there is respect in the wife, there is leadership in the husband.  The most basic thing in a husband is spiritual self-confidence.  Spiritual self-confidence is the husband’s foundation for leadership.  Leadership is ineffective unless there is respect.



(6)  If the man does not gain the respect of the woman through Bible doctrine, virtue, and spiritual self-confidence, the marriage will never work.  Before a woman marries a man, she should determine whether or not she respects him and answer the question, “Can I accept the authority of this man?”  A woman cannot answer this question and objectively know whether or not she respects a man until she moves out of the attraction stage and into the compatibility stage of a relationship.


(7)  The key to the marriage is more often than not the respect of the woman for the man.  The average husband does not have spiritual self-confidence; therefore, the woman has no respect.



(8)  Authority orientation is based on respect; love is secondary.  If the woman says ‘yes’ to a noble or virtuous man, she will be able to render obedience from respect parlayed into love.  Personal love is volatile and unstable.  And if the woman marries the wrong man, the marriage will be intolerable slavery.



(9)  There is no way an arrogant woman will ever respond to the authority of her husband, nor respect his virtue.  She must have respect from virtue.



(10)  There are three motivations for the wife’s submission to her husband:  respect for her husband, occupation with Christ, and because it is a part of the plan of God.

2.  Divine Rule Number One for Marriage is given in our next verse (Col 3:19).
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