Col 3:16
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- is the nominative subject from the masculine singular article HO and the noun LOGOS.  The word LOGOS has many meaning: word, saying, statement, question, prayer, speaker, counseling, preaching, prophecy, command, report, story, proverb, proclamation, instruction, teaching, message, assertion, declaration, speech, matter, thing, computation, reckoning, account, reason, motive.  With the preposition EIS it can mean respect or regard.  It is a technical theological designation of Christ as the divine Word in the apostle John’s writings.  In its passive sense, it refers to the Christian message, the gospel; that is, Bible doctrine.  This is its use here and should be translated “doctrine.”  With this we have the either the possessive genitive (the doctrine belonging to Christ) or objective genitive (the doctrine about Christ) from the masculine singular article and the proper noun CHRISTOS, meaning “of Christ.”  The phrase is translated “the doctrine of Christ.”
 - is the third person singular present active imperative from the verb ENOIKEW, meaning “to dwell in, to inhabit.”

The present tense is a durative or retroactive progressive present for an action, which has begun in the past and continues into the present.


The active voice indicates that the doctrine of Christ or Bible doctrine produces the action of this verb.


The imperative mood is an imperative of entreaty, which has the force of urgency or request.  It is a request rather than a command because it appeals to the volition of every believer.  Therefore, the translation “Let the doctrine of Christ dwell.”
 - is the preposition EN plus the locative plural of place from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “in you all.”
, - is the adverb PLOUSIWS, meaning “richly, abundantly.”  It is also used in Tit 3:6; 1 Tim 6:17; and 2 Pet 1:11.  Tit 3:6 says that God the Father poured out the Holy Spirit “on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior.”  1 Tim 6:17 says that God the Father “richly supplies us with all things to enjoy.”  God the Father never does anything for us half-heartedly, but richly, abundantly.

 - is the preposition EN plus the instrumental of manner from the feminine singular adjective PAS and the noun SOPHIA, meaning “by means of all wisdom.”
“Let the doctrine of Christ dwell abundantly in you all by means of all wisdom,”
 - is the nominative masculine second person plural present active participle from the verb DIDASKW, which means “to teach.”  This is the primary function of the pastor.


The present tense is an iterative present for an action, which occurs at successive intervals.


The active voice indicates that we produce the action of the verb.  The subject of this verb is determined by the reflexive pronoun HEAUTOU that follows.


The participle is a modal participle, which signifies the manner in which the action of the main verb is accomplished.

 - is the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the nominative masculine second person plural present active participle from the verb NOUTHETEW, which means “to admonish, warn, instruct.”  Paul used the combination of DIDASKW and NOUTHETEW in Col 1:28.  Here NOUTHETEW means, “to warn” rather than instruct since that idea is already contained in the participle “to teach” and rather than admonish which is synonymous with the idea to warn but not as strong.  This is the second function of the pastor.


The present tense is an iterative present for an action, which occurs at successive intervals.


The active voice indicates that we produce the action of the verb.  The subject of this verb is determined by the reflexive pronoun HEAUTOU that follows.


The participle is a modal participle, which signifies the manner in which the action of the main verb is accomplished.

 - is the accusative direct object from the masculine plural second person plural reflexive pronoun HEAUTOU, which means “yourselves.”
 - is the instrumental of manner from the masculine plural noun PSALMOS, meaning “with psalms,” which means songs of praise.

 - is the instrumental of manner from the masculine plural noun HUMNOS, meaning “with hymns.”
 - is the instrumental of manner from the feminine plural noun HWDĒ plus the adjective PNEUMATIKOS, meaning “spiritual songs.”
“teaching and warning yourselves with psalms, hymns, spiritual songs,”
 - is the preposition EN plus the instrumental of means from the feminine singular article and the noun CHARIS, meaning “by means of grace.”  This could also be the instrumental of cause, in which case it would be translated “because of grace...”
 - is the appositional nominative masculine second person plural present active participle from the verb ADW, meaning “to sing.”

The present tense is an iterative present for an action, which occurs at successive intervals.


The active voice indicates that we produce the action of the verb.


The participle is a modal participle, which signifies the manner in which the action of the main verb is accomplished.

 - is the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the feminine plural article and the noun KARDIA plus the possessive genitive second person plural from the personal pronoun SU, which means “in your hearts.”  A reference to the right lobe of the soul—the place where thinking takes place.
 - is the dative indirect object from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “to God.”  This is a reference to God the Father.

“by means of grace singing in your hearts to God.”
Col 3:16 corrected translation
“Let the doctrine of Christ dwell abundantly in you all by means of all wisdom, teaching and warning yourselves with psalms, hymns, spiritual songs, by means of grace singing in your hearts to God.”
Explanation:
1.  Having introduced the subject of the prosperity of Christ in verse 15, the apostle Paul now explains the mechanics of how to implement the command to let it rule in the right lobe of our soul (the heart = KARDIA in the Greek).

a.  The prosperity of Christ in verse 15 is the doctrine of Christ in verse 16.


b.  In verse 15, we were entreated to let Bible doctrine rule in our hearts.  In order to do this, we must allow Bible doctrine to dwell abundantly in us.


c.  This command is accomplished through daily positive volition to assemble in a local church or by whatever means God has made available for us to take in doctrine.  Then it requires positive volition to what is taught.  Finally, it requires positive volition to apply the doctrine we have learned.


d.  Negative volition can occur at any one of these three stages.  We can be distracted by work, family, friends, pleasure, duties and responsibilities, suffering and pain, or any number of normal activities in life to fail to assemble to take in doctrine.  Then, even if we do assemble, we can distract ourselves with our own failure to concentrate during the teaching of the word of God.  And finally, we can become so distracted by our own prosperity or the pressures of life that we forget about God, our relationship with Christ, the doctrine in our souls, and the necessity for using the problem solving devices God has provided.

2.  Bible doctrine dwells in our souls through wisdom.  Wisdom is the teaching of the word of God by the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher in the assembly of the local church under the ministry of the Holy Spirit.  This is God’s system for the transfer of wisdom from the mind of God to the mind of the believer, and all parts of the system are equally essential.  We cannot learn doctrine on our own; we must have the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher to teach us.  We cannot learn doctrine one-on-one with another believer; for this violates the privacy of the royal priesthood.  And we cannot learn doctrine apart from the filling of the Holy Spirit; for God the Holy Spirit provides the spiritual I.Q. for learning spiritual phenomena.

3.  Having stated the principle for all believers, Paul provides a technique for reminding ourselves about the doctrine we have learned.  For his example he uses the concept of singing.


a.  Psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs are a legitimate part of worship in the local church, provided it is done “by means of grace singing in your hearts to God.”  Those who sing in the local church in order to receive the approbation of others in the church are not singing by means of grace and are certainly not doing so in their hearts to God.  Singing to please others in the church is also not singing in your heart to God.  However, Paul’s example is not related to church music, but to the believer singing to himself or herself outside of the local church as a method for remembering doctrine, so that they can apply that doctrine to their circumstances.


b.  Notice that Paul connects singing with the heart or right lobe of the soul, where our thinking takes place.  The music is not the issue, the words are.  Satan could write fantastic lyrics to Handel’s Messiah, but the words would certainly not be glorifying to God.  What makes music great is the thought content behind the music, not the melody of the song.  Without words, music is nothing.  The great thing about classical music is how it stirs our thoughts.  When music is played, it makes us think, and what we think then stirs our emotions.  Emotional response to music without any thought content behind it is Satan’s counterfeit for God’s system.  This is the whole basis of rock music.


c.  Singing doctrinal songs is teaching and warning by way of a reminder of doctrine we have already learned.  Singing is often used to teach children.  The music helps us remember the words, and the words are what really count.  Singing has always been a source of comfort and reminder in time of pressure.  The greatest example of this is Psalm 119.  This psalm contains the doctrine taught by Jeremiah to the children of Israel who were positive to doctrine prior to 586 BC, when the Jews received the fifth cycle of discipline from the Babylonian empire.  This psalm was sung by the positive believers during their death march from Jerusalem to Babylon.  The song helped them remember the words, which reminded them of the doctrine Jeremiah had taught, so that they could apply it during disaster testing.

4.  Scriptural references to singing.  There are 179 places in the Bible that refer to singing, most of them in the Psalms.


a.  Just prior to his death, Moses commanded the Jews to learn a song to warn them of their future degeneracy, Dt 31:19-22, “Now therefore, write this song for yourselves, and teach it to the sons of Israel; put it on their lips, in order that this song may be a witness for Me against the sons of Israel.  For when I bring them into the land flowing with milk and honey, which I swore to their fathers, and they have eaten and are satisfied and become prosperous, then they will turn to other gods and serve them, and spurn Me and break My covenant. Then it shall come about, when many evils and troubles have come upon them, that this song will testify before them as a witness (for it shall not be forgotten from the lips of their descendants); for I know their intent which they are developing today, before I have brought them into the land which I swore.  So Moses wrote this song the same day, and taught it to the sons of Israel.”

b.  David appointed professional singers from the Levites as part of the worship service to the Lord.



(1)  1 Chr 6:31-32, “Now these are those whom David appointed over the service of song in the house of the Lord, after the ark rested {there.}  And they ministered with song before the tabernacle of the tent of meeting, until Solomon had built the house of the Lord in Jerusalem; and they served in their office according to their order.”


(2)  1 Chr 15:22, “And Chenaniah, chief of the Levites, was {in charge of} the singing; he gave instruction in singing because he was skillful.”


(3)  1 Chr 25:6-7, “All these were under the direction of their father to sing in the house of the Lord, with cymbals, harps and lyres, for the service of the house of God.  Asaph, Jeduthun and Heman [were] under the direction of the king.  And their number who were trained in singing to the Lord, with their relatives, all who were skillful was 288.”

c.  There are many biblical commands to praise God with singing.



(1)  Isa 12:5, “Praise the Lord in song, for He has done excellent things; Let this be known throughout the earth.”


(2)  Jer 20:13, “Sing to the Lord, praise the Lord! For He has delivered the soul of the needy one From the hand of evildoers.”

d.  Singing was a part of the Last Supper.  Mt 26:30; Mk 14:26, “And after singing a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.”

e.  Paul established the principle that singing was to be a mental function in the local church, not an emotional function, 1 Cor 14:15, “What is the outcome then?  I shall pray with the spirit and I shall pray with the mind also; I shall sing with the spirit and I shall sing with the mind also.”

f.  There is a parallel passage in Ephesians to our passage, Eph 5:19, “speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody with your heart to the Lord.”
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