Col 3:15



 - is the continuative use of conjunction KAI, meaning “Furthermore.”
 - is the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun EIRĒNĒ, meaning “the prosperity” plus the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and proper noun CHRISTOS, meaning “of Christ.”
 - is the third person singular present active imperative from the verb BRABEUW, which means “to judge, decide, control, rule.”

The present tense is the present of existing results for a fact that has come to be in the past but is emphasized as a present reality.


The active voice indicates that the prosperity of Christ produces the action.


The imperative mood is a command.  The third person singular of the imperative mood is translated “Furthermore, let the prosperity of Christ rule.”
, - is the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the feminine plural article and noun KARDIA plus the possessive genitive from the second person personal pronoun SU, meaning “in your hearts.”  This is a reference to the heart of the soul of all believers.

“Furthermore, let the peace [harmony/prosperity] of Christ rule in your hearts”
 - is the preposition EIS plus the accusative of purpose from the feminine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “for the purpose of which,” and referring back to the word “prosperity” plus the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “for which [prosperity] also.”
 - is the second person plural aorist passive indicative from the verb KALEW, which means “to call: you were called.”

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which regards the call of God into the spiritual life in its entirety but regards it from its existing results—God intends for you to have the same spiritual prosperity that our Lord had during His Hypostatic Union.


The passive voice indicates that all believers receive the action of the verb.  This occurs at the moment of salvation.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

 - is the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from neuter singular numeral HEIS plus the noun SWMA, meaning “into the sphere of one body.”
“for which also you were called into one body;”
 - is the connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and.”
 - is the predicate nominative masculine plural adjective EUCHARISTOS used as a substantive, meaning “thankful ones.”
. - is the second person plural present deponent middle imperative from the verb GINOMAI, meaning “to be, to become.”

The present tense is an aoristic present for expressing the idea of a present fact without reference to progress.


The deponent middle is middle in form but active in meaning; each Church Age believer is commanded to produce the action of the verb.


The imperative mood is a command.


“and become thankful ones.”
Col 3:15 corrected translation
“Furthermore, let the peace [harmony/prosperity] of Christ rule in your hearts for which [peace/harmony/prosperity] also you were called into one body; and become thankful ones.”
Explanation:
1.  Paul continues his thought with a mild command, which in grammar is called an imperative of entreaty.  The imperative of entreaty does not carry the full weight of a divine command, but invites the volition of the believer to follow a course of action in his or her own interest.  Here we are invited to let the prosperity of Christ act as an umpire in our soul.

2.  What is the prosperity of Christ?


a.  The prosperity of Christ is His personal sense of destiny, which constantly gave Him the right priorities in His spiritual life and maintained His focus on His mission of going to the Cross as the perfect Lamb of God to bear the sins of the world.


b.  The prosperity of Christ is His personal love for God the Father.  Our Lord’s personal love for God the Father was His motivation for everything He did during the First Advent.


c.  The prosperity of Christ is His unconditional love for all mankind.  Our Lord’s unconditional love for all mankind gave Him the ability to have an honorable relationship with all men, especially those who were antagonistic toward Him.


d.  The prosperity of Christ is His perfect happiness.  Our Lord maintained perfect happiness throughout His spiritual life, even while enduring unjust treatment in both the Jewish and Roman courts, even while enduring the beatings of those who hated Him, even while enduring the taunts of His antagonists, even while bearing the separation from God the Father and the judgment of our sins.



(1)  Heb 12:2, “fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our doctrine, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.”


(2)  Jn 15:11, “These things I have spoken to you, that My joy may be in you, and {that} your joy may be made full.”


(3)  Jn 17:13, “But now I come to You; and these things I speak in the world, that they may have My joy made full in themselves.”


(4)  Acts 13:52, “And the disciples were continually filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit.”


(5)  Jam 1:2, “Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials.”


(6)  1 Jn 1:4, “And these things we write, so that our joy may be made complete.”

e.  The prosperity of Christ is Bible doctrine circulating in the heart (our soul) and specifically the doctrine of the spiritual problem solving devices, which produce in us the perfect happiness of God whether in adversity or in prosperity.


f.  The prosperity of Christ is the portfolio of invisible assets provided by God the Father first for the Lord Jesus Christ as a part of the prototype spiritual life and then to us as the operational spiritual life.

3.  The objective of the Christian way of life, that is, our spiritual life, is that the prosperity of Christ control our soul, rule in our thoughts, act as an umpire for all our decisions in life. “As a man thinks in his heart so he is,” says Proverbs.   Therefore, Paul entreats us to keep on thinking divine viewpoint—the mind of Christ, 1 Cor 2:16.
4.  Then Paul declares that the purpose for the believer being left alive on earth after salvation is to do this very thing—letting the prosperity of Christ rule in our hearts.  What purpose does this serve?  It resolves the angelic conflict and glorifies God.


a.  Every time a believer uses his invisible spiritual assets to execute the will of God and uses the problem solving devices to handle the pressures of life, it proves to all the fallen angels that God is fair, just, and gracious to His creatures.  Every time we apply doctrine correctly through the use of the problem solving devices, the elect angels stand up and cheer; for this is another piece of God’s evidence against Satan and the fallen angels in their appeal trial.


b.  Every time we permit the prosperity of Christ to rule in our hearts, God is glorified, and whenever God is glorified, we are blessed.  We glorify God by what you think long before we glorify Him by what we do.  If our thinking is not straight, then what we do is nothing more than human good, with which it is impossible to glorify God.  So the whole purpose of the spiritual life is to get our thinking straight, not to get us to do something.  Most fundays have this backward, which ends up causing so much confusion in Christianity.

5.  The result of right thinking is unity in the body of Christ, the royal family of God.  There will never be unity in the body of Christ until all pastors rightly divide the word of Truth and all believers are positive to the teaching of that Truth.  But Paul warned us in his other epistles that their will always be false teachers and there will always be negative believers; therefore, the unity of the royal family of God will not occur until Christ makes it occur at the Rapture of the Church.

6.  The final result of letting the prosperity of Christ rule in our hearts is the genuine attitude of true thankfulness.  Thankfulness is something available to all believers and is a part of our worship of God.


a.  We all have more to be thankful for than we could ever imagine.  If we had any idea what heaven is going to really be like, we would do nothing in our spiritual life except continually thank God.  This may be one reason why God has chosen not to reveal the full extent of the blessings of heaven to us in Scripture.

b.  If we do not have anything for which to be thankful to God right now, then we are dead in our spiritual life and this should be a grave warning to us to start learning doctrine.
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