Col 3:14



 - is the preposition EPI, meaning “above, over, in addition to” plus the locative of sphere from the neuter plural from the adjective PAS, meaning “all” and the demonstrative pronoun HOUSTOS, meaning “these things.”
 - is the postpositive conjunctive particle DE, used to indicate a mild contrast.  It is translated “But.”
Ellipsis demands the insertion of the aorist middle imperative of the main verb ENDUW, meaning, “put on, or clothe yourselves with.”  See verse 12.

, - is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun AGAPĒ, meaning “unconditional love.”
“But above all these things [put on] unconditional love,”
 - is the nominative subject from the neuter singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “which” and refers to the unconditional love just mentioned.

 - is the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “is.”

The present tense is a static present for a condition which perpetually exists.


The active voice indicates that virtue-love produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

 - is the predicate nominative masculine singular from the noun SUNDESMOS, which means “that which binds together, the bond.”  This word is also used in Eph 4:3 in the phrase “the bond of peace.”
 - is the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular article and noun TELEIOTĒS, which means “perfection, of completeness.”
“which is the bond of completeness.”
Col 3:14 corrected translation
“But above all these things put on unconditional love, which is the bond of completeness.”
Explanation:
1.  Virtue-love is a greater Christian virtue than compassion, mercy, kindness goodness, generosity, humility, gentleness, courtesy, considerateness, patience, steadfastness, endurance, forbearance, putting up with one another, and forgiving each other.  Why?  Because this is the one virtue, which our Lord Jesus Christ used to go to the Cross and remain on the Cross even under the greatest rejection and hatred the world has ever known.  If the virtue of unconditional love for all was the best thing our Lord could use in His time of greatest suffering, how much more us?

2.  Virtue-love is unconditional love and a problem solving device in the plan of God for the Church.  Unconditional love is our ability, from the doctrine circulating in our own stream of consciousness, to deal with other idiots (we are sometimes idiots too) in our life from our honor, integrity, and virtue rather than reacting to them and allowing them to control our life.  When someone does something to hurt or ridicule us and we react to them from our old sin nature, you have now surrendered control of our life to them.

3.  The supreme teaching of the apostle Paul on the subject of virtue-love is found in 1 Cor 13.

1 Cor 13:1, “If I speak with the languages of mankind and angels, but I do not have integrity-love, I have become a sounding brass or a clanging symbol.”
1 Cor 13:2, “And if I have the spiritual gift of prophecy and I know all the mysteries, that is, all knowledge; and if I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains from one place to another place, but I do not have integrity-love, I am nothing.”

1 Cor 13:3, “And if I give away all my possessions to feed those in need of help, and if I deliver over my body in order that I might boast, but I do not have integrity-love, I accomplish nothing.”

1 Cor 13:4, “Integrity-love is patient; integrity-love is kind; is not filled with jealousy or envy, does not behave as a braggart, is not inflated with arrogance,”

1 Cor 13:5, “does not behave dishonorably [disgracefully, indecently]; is not self-seeking;

does not become irritated; does not count evil [lawlessness, sin, crime] against anyone;”

1 Cor 13:6, “does not rejoice over injustice, but rejoices with the truth;”

1 Cor 13:7, “keeps all things confidential, believes all things, has absolute confidence in all things, endures all things.”

1 Cor 13:8, “Integrity-love never becomes invalid.  But if prophecies, they will cease.  If the spiritual gift of speaking in foreign languages, they will stop.  If the spiritual gift of knowledge, it will cease.”

1 Cor 13:9, “For we know in part and we prophesy in part.”

1 Cor 13:10, “But when the completed [Canon] has come, the partial [temporary spiritual gifts] will cease.”

1 Cor 13:11, “When I was a child, I used to speak like a child, I used to think like a child, I used to reason like a child.  When I became a man, I set aside childish things.”

1 Cor 13:12, “For now we see through the mirror in a puzzling manner, but then face to face.  Now I know in part, but then I will know completely [fully, exactly], just as also I have been fully known.”

1 Cor 13:13, “But actually these three continue: faith, confidence, integrity-love.  But integrity-love [is] the greatest of these.”1 Cor 13:1, “If I speak with the languages of mankind and angels, but I do not have integrity-love, I have become a sounding brass or a clanging symbol.”
1 Cor 13:2, “And if I have the spiritual gift of prophecy and I know all the mysteries, that is, all knowledge; and if I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains from one place to another place, but I do not have integrity-love, I am nothing.”

1 Cor 13:3, “And if I give away all my possessions to feed those in need of help, and if I deliver over my body in order that I might boast, but I do not have integrity-love, I accomplish nothing.”

1 Cor 13:4, “Integrity-love is patient; integrity-love is kind; is not filled with jealousy or envy, does not behave as a braggart, is not inflated with arrogance,”

1 Cor 13:5, “does not behave dishonorably [disgracefully, indecently]; is not self-seeking;

does not become irritated; does not count evil [lawlessness, sin, crime] against anyone;”

1 Cor 13:6, “does not rejoice over injustice, but rejoices with the truth;”

1 Cor 13:7, “keeps all things confidential, believes all things, has absolute confidence in all things, endures all things.”

1 Cor 13:8, “Integrity-love never becomes invalid.  But if prophecies, they will cease.  If the spiritual gift of speaking in foreign languages, they will stop.  If the spiritual gift of knowledge, it will cease.”

1 Cor 13:9, “For we know in part and we prophesy in part.”

1 Cor 13:10, “But when the completed [Canon] has come, the partial [temporary spiritual gifts] will cease.”

1 Cor 13:11, “When I was a child, I used to speak like a child, I used to think like a child, I used to reason like a child.  When I became a man, I set aside childish things.”

1 Cor 13:12, “For now we see through the mirror in a puzzling manner, but then face to face.  Now I know in part, but then I will know completely [fully, exactly], just as also I have been fully known.”

1 Cor 13:13, “But actually these three continue: faith, confidence, integrity-love.  But integrity-love [is] the greatest of these.”
Unconditional Love as a Problem Solving Device

A.  Definition.

1.  Introduction.



a.  Unconditional love is that problem solving device of Christianity directed toward all mankind.



b.  Being unconditional, this category of love emphasizes the virtue of the subject rather than attraction to an object or rapport with an object.



c.  Unconditional love toward all mankind is the ultimate expression of virtue.  It is also the ultimate expression of humility.  Without enforced and genuine humility, people are disoriented to life.  Lack of humility creates numerous and often tragic flaws in the life.



d.  Unconditional love for all mankind is the ultimate expression of virtue, humility, objectivity, and is the basis for being receptive to Bible doctrine, which is the basis for growing in grace through the function of learning the word of God after salvation.



e.  Personal love for people is optional.  The Bible never commands personal love for people.  But in the plan of God for the Church Age, unconditional love is mandated by God as a part of His plan, His will, and His purpose for our lives.



f.  Unconditional love as a problem solving device is mandated in all dispensations under the one phrase, “Love thy neighbor as you love yourself.” Lev 19:18; Mt 19:19, 22:39; Mk 12:31; Rom 13:9; Gal 5:14.  Unconditional love is a must in our life if we are to have a life full of purpose, meaning, and definition.



g.  Our Lord said in Jn 15:17, “I command you these things, that you might love each other.”  Jesus said this to the disciples, most of whom were believers, after they had been together for almost three years.  They had developed personality conflicts, took sides, and were critical of each other.  So this command from our Lord is brought into the Christian life.



h.  We cannot have unconditional love for people until we are properly motivated, and we cannot be properly motivated until we love Jesus Christ.  People who love Jesus Christ concentrate on the teaching of the word of God, the mind of Christ.



i.  Unconditional love is without conditions on our part.  It emphasizes the virtue of the subject rather than the attractiveness or repulsiveness of the object.



j.  Unconditional love is a problem solving device in human relationships.



k.  Unconditional love is the basis for having the capacity for personal love for a few people in life.

2.  Definition of Unconditional Love.



a.  Unconditional love emphasizes the virtue, honor, and integrity of the subject.  Unconditional love is a virtue, which cannot be duplicated in any phase of personal love among human beings.



b.  “Unconditional” is an adjective which means without personal reference or connection, not primarily affecting or involving the emotions of a person; a professional attitude, like the attitude of a doctor.




(1)  So unconditional is a very important word which we should highly value.  For without unconditional love, we will never have any good human relationships.  We will change friends, partners in romance, and spouses in marriage simply because we have no basis for perpetuating any of those relationships apart from virtue.




(2)  In fact, morality will not hold together human relationships; morality is the cause for their breakup.  Morality doesn’t solve the problems of human relationship.




(3)  Only virtue can solve the problems of human relationship.  Virtue can only be produced by perception, acceptance, and application of Bible doctrine.



c.  The noun “unconditionality” is the quality or state of not involving personal feelings or emotions in relationship to an object.  Emotion is designed to appreciate the relationship but it is never designed to establish a relationship.  Unconditionality is the ministry of God the Holy Spirit in the person who has learned the doctrine and has come to cognitive self-confidence and/or spiritual self-esteem.




(1)  It therefore becomes obvious that virtue in the Christian life is totally devoid of emotion.  We can respond to virtue emotionally, but there is no place for emotion in the plan of God as a problem solving device.



(2)  Emotion has no ability to rationalize, to think, to apply doctrine, or to solve problems.  Emotion is designed for our pleasure and enjoyment, but it was never designed for emotional sins such as fear, worry, anxiety, anger, violence, and murder.




(3)  Emotion is not a part of the Christian way of life.  Emotion is a normal function of the human soul when we respond to something we enjoy.  Emotion is abnormal when sinning.




(4)   The only base for true love is unconditional love, and it brings with it a wonderful emotion that is always subordinate to principle.



d.  Unconditional love is that problem solving device of the plan of God for the Church, which produces virtuous love toward all mankind.



e.  Being unconditional, this category of love places emphasis on our honor, our integrity, and our virtue (not morality), rather than the attractiveness of the object.



f.  Unconditional love for all mankind is the ultimate expression of Bible doctrine circulating by means of the Holy Spirit in the seven compartments of thought in the heart.  We must have objectivity and grace orientation.  It is the expression of virtue in human interaction.  It is the ultimate expression of humility in spiritual self-confidence.  The advance to spiritual adulthood is required before this virtue usually gels.



g.  Spiritual adulthood exists in three categories.




(1)  Spiritual self-confidence, which is cognitive self-confidence, is the beginning of unconditional love.




(2)  Spiritual autonomy, which is cognitive independence, is the perpetuation of the effective function of unconditional love.  Unconditional love has no strings attached to it; it makes no demands.




(3)  Spiritual maturity, which is cognitive invincibility, is the ultimate expression of unconditional love.   Spiritual maturity guarantees that our relationships with people will be absolutely fantastic, and they will never irritate you.  Therefore, if people can irritate you under any set of circumstances, you have not yet reached spiritual maturity.



h.  So while personal love in human interaction has no virtue, unconditional love is the maximum expression of Spirit filled virtue toward other people.



i.  Personal love relationships exist in the three categories of friendship, romance, and marriage.  Personal love in human relationship is not a virtue in itself; it is virtue dependent for success in all three categories.



j.  Therefore, all problems related to human love demand the function of unconditional love for solutions as well as capacity.  Our capacity for love increases as our  unconditional love increases.  Our personal love has no staying power with anyone until you reach cognitive self-confidence when you no longer feel threatened by anyone.


3.  Unconditional love is related to humility.



a.  The status of unconditional love for all human beings is also the status of true humility.



b.  Arrogant people are constantly seeking unconditional love from others, but all they offer in return is conditional love.  The greater our arrogance the more conditions you put on someone’s love.  Most men do this to the woman they love.



c.  The lust pattern of arrogance covets the following:  wealth without honor, success without integrity, promotion without ability, approbation without achievement, love without virtue, sex without happiness, and ministers cover someone else’s pulpit and congregation.  If you want any of these things, you are not a candidate for unconditional love.



d.  Unconditional love is a problem solving device in human relationships because virtue resides in the subject.  It is as great in our relationship to other people as occupation with Christ is in our relationship to God.  We will love those who are known or unknown, friends or enemies, attractive or repulsive, honorable or dishonorable, loving or hateful, appreciative or antagonistic, rich or poor.



e.  Unconditional love is absolutely necessary to get a hearing in the supreme court of heaven.



f.  Unconditional love is unconditional because of the grace orientation from Bible doctrine resident in the soul.  Therefore, unconditional love perpetuates its own honor, its own integrity, its own virtue in every stage of our spiritual life, and it does so without retaliation, revenge, prejudice, discrimination, arrogance, hatred, self-righteousness, self-pity, jealousy, implacability, vindictiveness, slander, gossip, maligning, controlling, and without judging.



g.  Personal love minus the virtue of unconditional love is the weakest and most unstable status quo in life.  It is vulnerable to the entire realm of both the arrogant complex of sins and the emotional complex of sins.

B.  Scripture.

1.  Gal 5:14, “For the entire Law is fulfilled in one doctrine, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’“  This mandate is found first in Lev 19:18, and quoted in Mt 19:19, 22:39; Mk 12:31; Rom 13:9; Gal 5:14.



a.  The verb “love” is the future active indicative of AGAPAW.  The imperative future tense is used instead of the imperative mood to express a command (Hebraism).



b.  The believer is commanded to produce the action of the verb which he’ll do when he has attained spiritual self-confidence, and more so in spiritual autonomy.  He will not be able to fully comply until he reaches spiritual self-confidence, and then it will be unstable until he reaches spiritual autonomy.



c.  The potential indicative of obligation is contingent on the attainment of spiritual adulthood.



d.  “Neighbor”, the Greek word PLESION, simply refers to anyone in our periphery or vicinity, anyone with whom we have contact in any day.



e.  The Greek reflexive pronoun SEAUTOU refers the action back to ourselves.  But we don’t love ourselves unless we first love God; otherwise, it is arrogance.



f.  So loving self refers here to the believer with at least spiritual self-confidence.  To obey this command for unconditional love requires we first have spiritual self-confidence, which when combined with providential preventative suffering, produces spiritual autonomy, a dynamic, tranquil state, from which we can fulfill this command.


2.  Jn 15:12, “This is My mandate, that you love each other as I have loved you.”  How did Jesus love us?  Personally?  No!  Unconditionally, because we are imperfect.  Because of His personal love for God the Father and His unconditional love toward all the human race, He went to the cross and was judged for our sins.  Once we believe in Christ, then we receive God’s perfect righteousness, which God always loves.  Now Christ loves us personally, a love directed toward His divine righteousness in us.


3.  Jn 15:17, “I command you these things, that you might love each other.”

4. 1 Jn 3:23, “Furthermore, this is His mandate, that we believe in the person of His Son, and that we love each other as He gave us mandate.”

5.  1 Jn 4:7, “Beloved, let us love one another, because virtue love is from God.”

6.  1 Jn 4:11, “Beloved, if God loves us [and He does], we also have become obligated to keep on loving one another.”

7.  1 Jn 4:20-21, “If someone should allege, `I love God,’ and yet he hates his fellow believer, he is a liar.  For he who does not love his fellow believer whom he has seen is not able to be loving God, whom he has not seen.”  Even our love for God is based on the virtue of unconditional love from Bible doctrine.  “Furthermore, we have this mandate from Him, that he who loves God should also love his fellow believer.”  First comes our personal love for God, from which comes our spiritual self-confidence, and when combined with providential preventative suffering to produce spiritual autonomy, we have the ability to love all people unconditionally.


8.  1 Jn 4:9-12, 16.  “By this the virtue love of God was manifest in our case because God [Father] has sent His unique Son into the world, in order that through Him we might be saved.  By this virtue love exists, not because we love God, but because He loved us [unconditional love for all mankind], and He sent His Son to be a propitiation for our sins.  Beloved, if God loved us [and He does], we also become obligated to keep loving each other [unconditional love].  No one has seen God at any time; if we love each other, God resides in us and His virtue love has been fulfilled by us.  Furthermore, we have come to know and we have believed the virtue love, which God keeps having for us.  God is virtue love.”

9.  Eph 1:5, “By means of love [God’s virtue love as a problem solving device], He has predestined us for the purpose of adoption to Himself, according to the grace purpose of His will.”

10.  Love is commanded not for unity, but for stability in the angelic conflict.  Therefore, the filling of the Spirit is the trigger.  Unconditional love knocks out Satan’s dynamics, 1 Jn 3:4.


11.  Our Lord’s description of unconditional love is given in Lk 6:27-37.



a.  Lk 6:27, “But I say to you who are listening to Me, keep on loving your enemies, do good to those who hate you,”  These mandates cannot be fulfilled by any human power.  These can only be fulfilled by the divine power of Bible doctrine circulating in the stream of consciousness and the filling of the Spirit.



b.  Lk 6:28, “Bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you.”  There is no human strength capable of fulfilling these mandates.



c.  Lk 6:29, “To the one who strikes you on the cheek, offer him the other also; furthermore, from the man who takes your coat, do not keep back your undercoat.”


d.  Lk 6:30, “Give to everyone who asks you, and stop demanding the return of your goods from him who takes them.”  This is a dynamic of spiritual power and cannot be accomplished through personal love.



e.  Lk 6:31-33, “And just as you desire that men do to you, do to them likewise.  Furthermore, if you love those who love you [and you do], what credit is that to you?  Even sinners love those who love them.  Even if you do good to those who do good to you [maybe you will and maybe you won’t], what credit is that to you?  Even sinners do the same.”  Just because people do good to us does not mean that we appreciate it.  Capacity for appreciation is limited.



f.  Lk 6:37, “Furthermore, even if you lend to those from whom you hope to receive it back [maybe you will and maybe you won’t], what credit is that to you?  Even sinners lend to sinners, expecting to be repaid in full.  But love your enemies, do good, and lend without expecting to get anything in return; and your reward will be great, and you will be the sons of the Most High; for He Himself is benevolent to the ungrateful and to the evil.  Become merciful, just as your Father is merciful.  And stop judging and you will never be judged; stop condemning others, and you will never be condemned; be forgiving, and you will be forgiven.”

12.  Paul’s description of unconditional love.  Rom 12:14-21, “Bless those who persecute you; bless and curse not.  Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those who weep.  Be thinking the same things [divine viewpoint] toward each other; do not be thinking in terms of arrogance, but associate with the humble people.  Stop being wise in your own estimation.  Never pay back evil for evil to anyone.  Respect what is honorable [laws of divine establishment] in the sight of all men.  If it is possible, as much as depends on you, live in harmony with all mankind.  Beloved, stop avenging yourselves, instead give place to the punishment of the justice of God, for it is written, `Punishment belongs to Me, I will repay,’ says the Lord.  So if your enemy is hungry, feed him, and if he is thirsty, give him a drink; for by doing this you will pile coals of fire burning on his head.  Stop being conquered by evil, but conquer evil by means of the [absolute] good.”

13.  Unconditional love is related to spiritual self-confidence.



a.  Lev 19:18, “You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against the sons of your people, but you shall love your neighbor as you love yourself.”  “As you love yourself” is a reference to spiritual self-confidence, not arrogance.



b.  Mt 19:19; 22:39, “You shall love your neighbor as you love yourself.”


c.  Mk 12:30-31, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your thinking, and with all your ability.  The second is this, ‘You shall love your neighbor as you love yourself.’  There is no other commandment greater than these.”


d.  Jn 15:17, “I command you these things, that you love each other.”


e.  Heb 13:1, “Let brotherly love continue.”


f.  1 Pet 1:22, “Since you have in obedience to doctrine purified

your souls from non-hypocritical love [virtue-love] of the brethren, fervently love each other from your hearts.”


g.  1 Jn 4:7, “Beloved, let us love each other, because love is always from God; and every one who loves has been born from God and has come to know God.”


h.  James describes unconditional love as the royal law of the Church.  Jam 2:8, “If, however, you are fulfilling the royal law [You shall love your neighbor as you love yourself] on the basis of the Scripture, in this you are doing well.”  The doctrine of unconditional love is a royal law for the royal family of God.  Gal 5:14, “For the entire Law is fulfilled in one doctrine, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’”



(1)  In both of these verses, unconditional love for all mankind is related to the believer’s status quo in spiritual self-confidence.




(2)  The royal law for the royal family of God is mandated.




(3)  The royal law of unconditional love implies that spiritual self-confidence is necessary; for a part of unconditional love is that we never feel threatened by hostility, by hatred, by enmity, by any form of antagonism, or anything that is done to us unjustly, and this is also a part of spiritual self-confidence.




(4)  The royal law of unconditional love implies that spiritual self-confidence is necessary and a prerequisite for being consistent in the fulfilling of this divine mandate.




(5)  Rom 13:8, “Owe nothing to anyone except to love one another; for when he loves the other, he has fulfilled the Law.”
C.  The Solution of Unconditional Love in Spiritual Adulthood.

1.  Unconditional love is the opposite of personal love; for the object of love is of no consequence in unconditional love.  The object can be repulsive, ugly, obnoxious, totally antithetical to us in every way.


2.  Unconditional love emphasizes the integrity and character of the subject.  To be a problem solving device requires that the subject have virtue.


3.  Having virtue means first arriving at spiritual self-confidence.  And after passing providential preventative suffering, we attain spiritual autonomy.  And in spiritual autonomy we reach a higher standard of the application of unconditional love.


4.  As we face momentum testing in spiritual autonomy, we use unconditional love as a problem solving device. We apply unconditional love toward those who hate us, who are rude to us, who malign and slander us, who are obnoxious, who are trying to make life miserable for us, who hate us.  Unconditional love is the application to people testing where people either love or hate us.  So spiritual autonomy is a place of great tranquility because of unconditional love.


5.  When spiritual autonomy passes momentum testing, we arrive at spiritual maturity.  In spiritual maturity, we have the greatest of all advantages in life: we can handle the problems of personal love.


6.  Unconditional love is a functional virtue, developed in the stages of spiritual adulthood.  At the point of spiritual self-confidence, there is a little unconditional love.  At the point of spiritual autonomy, there is much greater unconditional love.  In spiritual maturity, there is even greater unconditional love.  The happiness, tranquility, and power that comes from unconditional love in spiritual maturity is almost beyond description.


7.  The advance to each stage of spiritual adulthood occurs through a category of suffering for blessing.  Therefore, it is inevitable that each category of suffering for blessing will test and strengthen unconditional love.


8.  We cannot be a leader, an executive, or a professional without unconditional love.


9.  In spiritual self-confidence, unconditional love is very wobbly and unstable.  But spiritual self-confidence is protected from arrogance by providential preventative suffering.  In spiritual autonomy, through the momentum testings of people and system testing, unconditional love becomes very powerful, a great dynamic in our life, and a source of great happiness.  We will have greater happiness from unconditional love toward all than from personal love toward some.  Evidence testing is a challenge to spiritual maturity.  When all our friends and loved ones turn against us, we really need strong unconditional love.


10.  Spiritual self-confidence has personal love for God as a motivational virtue.  But it has not as yet fully attained unconditional love.  Only after we pass providential preventative suffering to attain spiritual autonomy do we have unconditional love for all.  Spiritual autonomy possesses the spiritual muscle to fulfill all the divine mandates regarding unconditional love for all mankind.


11.  Unconditional love requires obedience to the mandates of the plan of God.


12.  We cannot execute God’s commands in the energy of the flesh.  Personal love is an energy of flesh mode of operating.  Whether it’s good or bad personal love depends on the persons involved.  But no part of God’s plan is fulfilled by personal love toward others.


13.  Spiritual autonomy must pass through the valley of momentum testing to attain spiritual maturity.  The unconditional love of spiritual autonomy is tested and used in three out of the four categories of momentum testing: people, thought, and system testing.


14.  So it is imperative that we understand how unconditional love differs from personal love.  It is imperative that we understand how unconditional love is tested in the life of the believer who has attained spiritual autonomy.


15.  Being unconditional, this type of love emphasizes the virtue and the spiritual status of the subject, rather than any rapport with an object.  Unconditional love is unconditional with regard to its objects, therefore so powerful that the object is not the issue.  Unconditional love is so powerful that there’s no person in the world whom we cannot tolerate.

D.  The Integrity of Unconditional Love.

1.  Unconditional love has all the integrity in human relationship.


2.  Since unconditional love is unconditional, it emphasizes the subject rather than the object.


3.  Spiritual autonomy gives the power to love everyone in our periphery, the brethren, all mankind.  It is an unconditional love toward the object, since the conditions are fulfilled by the subject.  So it makes no difference who or what is the object.


4.  Unconditional love is a problem solving device in human relationships and the foundation for all successful personal relationships in life.  Our romance and friendships will be short-lived unless we have the base of unconditional love to solve the inevitable problems caused from imperfect people.  Unconditional love is the stabilizer of personal love.


5.  Unconditional love is the only category of human love for people, which has built-in virtue, as well as being a problem solving device in spiritual autonomy.  Personal love has no built-in virtue.  So only unconditional love can perpetuate a relationship through all the foibles of mankind.


6.  Unconditional love is a spiritual function of the royal family of God, and cannot be duplicated by the unbeliever or the believer out of fellowship in the cosmic system.


7.  Unconditional love can only be attained through consistent residence in our very own spiritual life under the enabling power of the Holy Spirit, and momentum from doctrine.


8.  Unconditional love is the sign of spiritual adulthood, since all three stages possess it in varying degrees.  In spiritual self-confidence, there is unconditional love but it is unstable.  In spiritual autonomy, unconditional love is stabilized and functions consistently.  In spiritual maturity, unconditional love is maximized.


9.  Unconditional love is a professional function of the royal family of God in spiritual adulthood.

E.  The Contrast Between Unconditional Love and Personal Love.

1.  Personal love emphasizes the attractiveness of the object.  Unconditional love emphasizes the virtue of the subject.


2.  Personal love is optional in the Christian life; it is not commanded.  Unconditional love is the imperative of the Christian life, the divine mandate for the function of the plan of God.  Personal love is optional; unconditional love is imperative.  Unconditional love is a mandate from God.  Personal love is optional toward people.  Having a lover or a friend isn’t necessary.  It doesn’t add one thing to our spiritual life.  In fact, it is better to advance to spiritual maturity before we even try to have a personal love relationship.


3.  Personal love emphasizes rapport with an object; unconditional love emphasizes the virtue of the subject.  Unconditional love emphasizes the virtue, the integrity, and the spiritual adulthood of the subject.  Personal love emphasizes the attractiveness, the desirability of the object.


4.  Personal love is conditional; unconditional love is unconditional.  Unconditional love means that no merit is assigned to the object.  No characteristic of the object, whether attractiveness, rapport, or worthiness, is the motivation for unconditional love.


5.  Personal love is virtue dependent for its effectiveness; unconditional love is doctrinally dependent for its effectiveness.  Unconditional love is sustained by Bible doctrine.  Personal love is sustained by rapport and mutual admiration.


6.  Personal love is subjective and possessive; unconditional love is objective and grace oriented.


7.  Personal love is the expression of the believer’s ego; unconditional love is the expression of the believer’s doctrinal orientation.


8.  Personal love is directed toward a few; unconditional love is directed toward all mankind.


9.  Unconditional love is a virtue from God, attained from the fulfillment of the plan of God.  Personal love is the expression of man’s ego and does not require virtue.


10.  Unconditional love is manufactured inside the spiritual life from doctrine we have learned and believed.  Personal love is manufactured from the mentality, emotion, self-consciousness, lust arrogance, good and evil desires, and the wisdom or vanity of mankind.


11.  Unconditional love is a virtue directed toward the entire human race, friend or enemy, known or unknown.  Personal love is directed toward a few.


12.  Unconditional love requires the fulfillment of the plan of God.  Personal love requires nothing.


13.  Unconditional love is a problem solving device as well as the base for great human relationships.  Personal love is a problem making device, and a good way to break up any good relationships.


14.  Unconditional love solves problems.  Personal love manufactures problems.


15.  Unconditional love is a relaxed mental attitude toward all mankind.  Personal love is an intense and possessive attitude toward a few.


16.  Our Lord said further in Lk 6:35, “Love your enemy.”  This obviously refers to unconditional love.  When we can love an enemy unconditionally, we’re prepared to be a great leader in any area, a professional able to handle the public.


17.  Unconditional love is the function of spiritual autonomy.  This means it is unconditional toward the object.  This means we drop all prejudices toward others’ race, culture, I.Q., background.  For one of the great functions of unconditional love is tolerance.  And once we have spiritual self-confidence, we’ll drop all former standards of superiority or inferiority regarding people and ourselves.  And with spiritual autonomy, we’ll discover in our unconditional love a great tolerance, having no prejudice, no arrogance, no possessiveness, no meddling in other’s business, no further attempts to smother, mother, or control everyone around us.  We are courteous, objective in the face of hostility and antagonism.


18.  While personal love for people can be a distraction to our relationship with God, unconditional love for all mankind is a manifestation of our personal love for God the Father, and our occupation with the person of Jesus Christ as the highest motivation in life.


19.  Relationship with self is stabilized and poised through unconditional love, while relationship with self is disconcerted and upset by the traumatic experiences of personal love in either romance or friendship.  This trauma results in disorientation in every area of life, and that includes our relationship with God and with others.


20.  In application, if we are truly professional, we do not reveal our personality.  We are so keen on doing our job that what is seen is far greater than personality; it is virtue.  For we do not have to have a good personality to do our job as unto the Lord.  Focusing on our personality or trying to improve it is totally unnecessary, for personality is not even an issue in life.  Only in degeneracy does personality become an issue.  For some people are emotional and gushy; others are hard and tough; others are kind and thoughtful.  But none of this makes any difference!  Because once we have virtue, we will succeed in any category of life: business, a profession, love, or friendship.  Unconditional love is far, far greater than personality.  Jesus did not command us to have a pleasing personality toward our neighbor, but a professional attitude toward our neighbor.


21.  Summary.



a.  Unconditional love is directed toward all mankind as a result of doctrine circulating in the stream of consciousness of the right lobe of the soul (the heart).



b.  Being unconditional, this love emphasizes the virtue of the subject rather than the status quo of the object.



c.  Being unconditional, this love is the virtue and integrity of the subject overcoming all problems related to the object.



d.  Unconditional love is the spiritual status quo of the believer in spiritual adulthood in which the integrity of the subject exceeds the unattractiveness of the object.



e.  Unconditional love possesses both virtue and problem solving capabilities.



f.  Personal love is limited to a few persons; unconditional love is directed toward the entire human race.



g.  Personal love is often motivated to succumb to the sins of the arrogance complex as well as the sins of the emotional complex.  Unconditional love is the status of virtue, honor, and integrity in relationship to all mankind.



h.  Unconditional love is motivated by love for God, occupation with Christ; therefore, it is non-discriminating.  Personal love is motivated by attractiveness to a few; therefore, prejudiced and discriminating.

F.  Summary of Unconditional Love versus Personal Love.

1.  Personal love always emphasizes the object of love; its attractiveness, rapport, and the compatible standards with the subject.


2.  Unconditional love emphasizes the subject, who must have a virtue and integrity that is so strong that it reaches out to the entire human race.  The human race can be obnoxious or attractive, beautiful or ugly, someone who hates or loves us; it makes no difference because the virtue of the subject is stronger than any handicap in the object.  It is the most tranquil and marvelous system in the world, reaching its peak in spiritual autonomy.


3.  Personal love is conditional; unconditional love is unconditional.


4.  Personal love is directed toward a few; unconditional love is directed toward all.


5.  Personal love toward human beings has no built-in virtue.  Unconditional love contains built-in virtue and therefore has capacity for true love in friendship, romance, marriage, and all interaction with human beings.  Unconditional love is the functional virtue of all human relationships as well as the major problem solving factor of spiritual autonomy in facing momentum testing.


6.  Personal love is based on the attractiveness or rapport with the object; unconditional love is based on the virtue, honor and integrity of the subject.  That doesn’t exclude rapport or attractiveness, but it gives us a problem solving basis for dealing with the perpetuation of a relationship once started.


7.  Personal love is a possessive and subjective attitude toward a few.  Unconditional love is an objective and relaxed mental attitude toward the entire human race.


8.  Personal love is the expression of man’s ego.  Unconditional love is the expression of man’s virtue.


9.  Personal love is vulnerable to arrogance and hypersensitivity.  Unconditional love is free from arrogance, jealousy, hatred, bitterness, implacability, being controlled by guilt, self-pity, and revenge motivation.


10.  Personal love discriminates; unconditional love is non-discriminating.


11.  Unconditionality is the quality of not involving one’s personal feelings or emotions toward the object.  Hence, there’s no reaction to personality conflict, which is one of the major problems in momentum testing.  The only way to avoid reacting to people in life is with the function of unconditional love.


12.  Unconditional love is the function of virtue, rather than antagonism toward all.


13.  Unconditional love is the sum total of the believer’s honor, integrity, and objectivity acquired at the start of spiritual adulthood in spiritual self-confidence, but becoming stronger in spiritual autonomy, and functioning beautifully in spiritual maturity.


14.  Unconditional love is the function of our royal ambassadorship.


15.  Personal love is weak because it depends on rapport with an object.  But unconditional love is strong because it depends on the virtue of the believer in spiritual self-confidence, spiritual autonomy, and spiritual maturity.


16.  The emphasis of unconditional love is always the honor, virtue, integrity of the subject who’s a spiritual adult, so that the obnoxiousness or antagonism of an object is never an issue.


17.  Unconditional love is unconditional; therefore, it’s tolerant, unprejudiced, thoughtful, and considerate, no matter how great the stress of antagonism.


18.  Unconditional love is the total objectivity of spiritual autonomy, because it is never distracted from its virtue by hatred, antagonism, malice, or prejudice from someone else.  (Spiritual autonomy can fail, but recovery should be quick and momentum continued.)


19.  Unconditional love does not involve one’s feelings in personal conflict, and does not react to hostility or antagonism from others.  That in itself makes life very tranquil!


20.  Since the object of unconditional love is all believers, our neighbors, and the entire human race, it has to be both virtuous and unconditional.  Unconditional means no merit is assigned to the object.


21.  Unconditional love is the mandate of the Christian way of life, while personal love is optional.
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