Col 3:12



 - is the aorist middle imperative second person plural from the verb ENDUW, which means “to clothe oneself in, to put on, to wear.”

The aorist tense is constative aorist, which regards to action of living the spiritual life in its entirety.


The middle voice is an indirect middle, which lays stress on the believer as the agent who is intimately involved in producing the action.


The imperative mood is an imperative of entreaty, which does not convey the finality of a command, but has the force of an urgent request.

, - is the postpositive conjunctive particle OUN, meaning “Therefore.”  It introduces a conclusion from verses 1-11.

, - is the comparative particle HWS, meaning “as” plus the nominative subject from the masculine plural adjective EKLEKTOS used as a substantive.  It means, “chosen, select, elect, choice, excellent ones.”  With this we have the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and proper noun THEOS, meaning “of God.”
, - is the appositional nominative from the masculine plural adjective HAGIOS  used as a substantive, meaning “set apart or sanctified ones,” plus the connective conjunction KAI, translated “and” plus the nominative masculine plural perfect passive ascriptive use of the participle from the verb AGAPAW, meaning “beloved ones.”
“Therefore, as the elected ones of God, sanctified and beloved ones, put on”
 - is the accusative direct object from the neuter plural noun SPLAGCHNON, meaning “the seat of the emotions, the affections, or the heart.”  The construct is anarthrous (no article) indicating the high quality of this emotion.

 - is the descriptive genitive from the masculine singular noun OIKTIRMOS, meaning “of pity, mercy, compassion.”
 - is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun CHRĒSTOTĒS, meaning “goodness, kindness, generosity.”
 - is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun TAPEINOPHROSUNĒ, meaning “humility.”
 - is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun PRAUTĒS, meaning “gentleness, humility, courtesy, considerateness.”
, - is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun MAKROTHUMIA, meaning “patience, steadfastness, endurance, forbearance.”
“the affections of compassion [mercy], kindness [goodness, generosity], humility, gentleness [courtesy, considerateness], patience [steadfastness, endurance, forbearance],”
Col 3:12 corrected translation
“Therefore, as the elected ones of God, sanctified and beloved ones, put on the affections of compassion [mercy], kindness [goodness, generosity], humility, gentleness [courtesy, considerateness], patience [steadfastness, endurance, forbearance],”
Explanation:
1.  In verse 5 the apostle tells us to put to death the parts of our life which belong to the earth: “unlawful sexual intercourse, immorality, sinful sexual passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry,” and in verse 8: “anger, rage, malice, slander, abusive speech from your mouth.”  Now he exhorts us to the positive side of the spiritual life.

2.  He begins by reminding us that we have been elected by God the Father for equal privilege and equal opportunity, that we, the royal family, have been set apart by God the Father as unique, and that we are the objects of God the Father’s personal love.

3.  Then Paul lists five characteristics of the spiritual life.


a.  Compassion or mercy.  Compassion means to suffer with another; hence, sympathy; sorrow for the distress or misfortunes of another, with the desire to help.  Mercy is grace in action toward others who need our help.



(1)  The compassion of our Lord is seen in the following passages.




(a)  Mt 9:13, “But go and learn what [this] means, ‘I desire compassion, and not sacrifice,’ for I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners.”



(b)  Mt 9:36, “And seeing the multitudes, He felt compassion for them, because they were distressed and downcast like sheep without a shepherd.”



(c)  Mt 12:7, “But if you had known what this means, ‘I desire compassion, and not a sacrifice,’ you would not have condemned the innocent.”



(d)  Mt 14:14, “And when He went ashore, He saw a great multitude, and felt compassion for them, and healed their sick.” Cf. Mk 6:34, “And when He went ashore, He saw a great multitude, and He felt compassion for them because they were like sheep without a shepherd; and He began to teach them many things.”



(e)  Mt 15:32, “And Jesus called His disciples to Him, and said, ‘I feel compassion for the multitude, because they have remained with Me now three days and have nothing to eat; and I do not wish to send them away hungry, lest they faint on the way.’“  Cf.  Mk 8:2, “I feel compassion for the multitude because they have remained with Me now three days, and have nothing to eat;”



(f)  Mt 18:27, “And the lord of that slave felt compassion and released him and forgave him the debt.”



(g)  Mt 20:34, “And moved with compassion, Jesus touched their eyes; and immediately they regained their sight and followed Him.”



(h)  Mk 1:41, “And moved with compassion, He stretched out His hand, and touched him, and said to him, ‘I am willing; be cleansed.’”



(i)  Lk 7:13, “And when the Lord saw her, He felt compassion for her, and said to her, `Do not weep.’”



(j)  Lk 10:33, “But a certain Samaritan, who was on a journey, came upon him; and when he saw him, he felt compassion,”



(k)  Lk 15:20, “And he got up and came to his father.  But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him, and felt compassion {for him,} and ran and embraced him, and kissed him.”


(2)  Compassion, which is sympathy and empathy for others, and is also taught in:



(a)  Rom 9:15, “For He says to Moses, ‘I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion.’”



(b)  Phil 2:1, “If therefore there is any encouragement in Christ, if there is any consolation of love, if there is any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and compassion, and there is...”



(c)  Jam 5:11, “Behold, we count those blessed who endured.  You have heard of the endurance of Job and have seen the outcome of the Lord’s dealings, that the Lord is full of compassion and {is} merciful.”

b.  Kindness, goodness, generosity.  Kindness means to be friendly, gentle, tenderhearted, generous, cordial, courteous, tender, well-disposed.



(1)  The kindness of God is taught in:




(a)  Rom 2:4, “Or do you think lightly of the riches of His kindness and forbearance and patience, not knowing that the kindness of God leads you to repentance?”



(b)  Rom 11:22, “Behold then the kindness and severity of God; to those who fell, severity, but to you, God’s kindness, if you continue in His kindness; otherwise you also will be cut off.”



(c)  Eph 2:7, “in order that in the ages to come He might show the surpassing riches of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.”



(d)  Tit 3:4, “But when the kindness of God our Savior and {His} love for mankind appeared,”



(e)  1 Pet 2:3, “If you have tasted the kindness of the Lord (and you have).”


(2)  Unbelievers are capable of kindness; however, this is not the kindness produced by the filling of the Spirit as part of the spiritual life.




(a)  Act 24:4, “But, that I may not weary you any further, I beg you to grant us, by your kindness, a brief hearing.”



(b)  Act 28:2, “And the natives showed us extraordinary kindness; for because of the rain that had set in and because of the cold, they kindled a fire and received us all.”


(3)  Spirit filled kindness as a part of the spiritual life is taught in:




(a)  Act 9:36, “Now in Joppa there was a certain disciple named Tabitha (which translated {in Greek} is called Dorcas); this woman was abounding with deeds of kindness and charity, which she continually did.”



(a)  2 Cor 6:6, “in purity, in knowledge, in patience, in kindness, in the Holy Spirit, in genuine love,”



(b)  Gal 5:22, “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,”



(c)  2 Pet 1:5-8, “Now for this very reason also, having made every effort with your faith [use of the faith-rest drill], supply virtue, and with this virtue, knowledge; and with your knowledge, self-discipline, and with your self-discipline, steadfastness, and with your steadfastness, your spiritual life, and with your spiritual life, brotherly kindness, and with your brotherly kindness, virtue-love.  For if these virtues are yours, and continue increasing, they will make you neither useless nor unproductive because of the epignosis knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

c.  Humility.  This is the absence of pride or self-assertion, not being proud, not being self-assertive, being conscious of one’s shortcoming or defects, being modest and unassuming.



(1)  Humility is a virtue in the Old Testament.




(a)  The purpose of the Sabbath was not just for rest of the body but humility of the soul.  Lev 16:29, “And {this} shall be a permanent statute for you: in the seventh month, on the tenth day of the month, you shall humble your souls, and not do any work, whether the native, or the alien who sojourns among you;”  Compare Lev 16:31; 23:27, 29, “If there is any person who will not humble himself on this same day, he shall be cut off from his people.”  Lev 23:32.




(b)  Moses was the humblest man who ever lived.  Num 12:3, “(Now the man Moses was very humble, more than any man who was on the face of the earth.)”



(c)  A benefit of divine testing is humility, Deut 8:2, “And you shall remember all the way which the Lord your God has led you in the wilderness these forty years, that He might humble you, testing you, to know what was in your heart, whether you would keep His commandments or not.”  Cf. Deut 8:16, “In the wilderness He fed you manna which your fathers did not know, that He might humble you and that He might test you, to do good for you in the end.”



(d)  Job 22:29, “When you are cast down, you will speak with confidence And the humble person He will deliver.”



(e)  Ps 25:9, “He leads the humble in justice, And He teaches the humble His way.”  Ps 37:11, “But the humble will inherit the land, And will delight themselves in abundant prosperity.”  Ps 76:9, “When God arose to judgment, To save all the humble of the earth. Selah.”



(f)  Prov 11:2, “When pride comes, then comes dishonor, But with the humble is wisdom.”



(g)  Prov 15:33, “The fear of the Lord is the instruction for wisdom, And before honor {comes} humility.”



(h)  Prov 16:19, “It is better to be of a humble spirit with the lowly, Than to divide the spoil with the proud.”



(i)  Prov 18:12, “Before destruction, the heart of man is arrogant, But humility goes before honor.”



(j)  Prov 22:4, “The reward of humility {and} the fear of the Lord Are riches, honor and life.




(k)  Prov 29:23, “A man’s pride will bring him low, But a humble spirit will obtain honor.”



(l)  Isa 66:2, “For My hand made all these things, Thus all these things came into being,” declares the Lord. “But to this one I will look, To him who is humble and contrite of spirit, and who trembles at My word.”



(m)  Dan 4:37, “Now I Nebuchadnezzar praise, exalt, and honor the King of heaven, for all His works are true and His ways just, and He is able to humble those who walk in pride.”



(n)  Zeph 2:3, “Seek the Lord, All you humble of the earth Who have carried out His ordinances; Seek righteousness, seek humility.  Perhaps you will be hidden In the day of the Lord’s anger.




(o)  Zech 9:9, “Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout [in triumph,] O daughter of Jerusalem!  Behold, your king is coming to you; He is just and endowed with salvation, humble, and mounted on a donkey, even on a colt, the foal of a donkey.”


(2)  Humility is a virtue in the New Testament.




(a)  Mt 11:29, “Take My yoke upon you, and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart; and you shall find rest for your souls.”



(b)  Lk 1:48, “For He has had regard for the humble state of His bondslave; for behold, from this time on all generations will count me blessed.




(c)  Lk 1:52, “He has brought down rulers from {their} thrones, And has exalted those who were humble.”



(d)  Acts 20:19, “serving the Lord with all humility and with tears and with trials which came upon me through the plots of the Jews;”



(e)  Eph 4:2, “with all humility and gentleness, with patience, showing forbearance to one another in love,”



(f)  Phil 2:3, “Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind let each of you regard one another as more important than himself;”



(g)  Jam 1:21, “Therefore putting aside all filthiness and {all} that remains of wickedness, in humility receive the implanted word, which is able to deliver your souls.”



(h)  Jam 4:6, “But He gives a greater grace.  Therefore {it} says, “God makes war against the arrogant, but gives grace to the humble.”



(i)  Jam 4:10, “Humble yourselves in the presence of the Lord, and He will exalt you.”



(j) 1 Pet 3:8, “To sum up, let all be harmonious, sympathetic, brotherly, kindhearted, and humble in spirit;”



(k) 1 Pet 5:5-6, “You younger men, likewise, be subject to your elders; and all of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, for God is opposed to the proud, but gives grace to the humble.  Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you at the proper time.”

d.  Gentleness, Courtesy, Considerateness.  Gentleness is defined as being kind, serene, patient, mild, moderate, not violent.  The word is used ten times in the New Testament.



(1)  1 Cor 4:21, “What do you desire? Shall I come to you with a rod or with love and a spirit of gentleness?”


(2)  2 Cor 10:1, “Now I, Paul, myself urge you by the meekness and gentleness of Christ—I who am meek when face to face with you, but bold toward you when absent!”


(3)  Gal 5:23, “gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.”


(4)  Gal 6:1, “Brethren, even if a man is caught in any trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness; {each one} looking to yourself, lest you too be tempted.”


(5)  Eph 4:2, “with all humility and gentleness, with patience, showing forbearance to one another in love,”


(6)  1 Tim 6:11, “But flee from these things, you man of God; and pursue righteousness, the spiritual life, faith-rest, virtue-love, perseverance and gentleness.”


(7)  2 Tim 2:25, “with gentleness correcting those who are in opposition, if perhaps God may grant them repentance leading to the knowledge of the truth.”


(8)  Jam 3:13, “Who among you is wise and understanding? Let him show by his good behavior his deeds in the gentleness of wisdom.”


(9)  1 Pet 3:15, “but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always {being} ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence;”

e.  Patience.  This is the will or ability to wait or endure without complaint; steadiness, endurance or perseverance in performing a task, i.e., living our very own spiritual life.



(1)  Rom 2:4, “Or do you think lightly of the riches of His kindness and forbearance and patience, not knowing that the kindness of God leads you to repentance?”


(2)  Rom 9:22, “What if God, although willing to demonstrate His wrath and to make His power known, endured with much patience vessels of wrath prepared for destruction?”


(3)  1 Cor 13:4, “Virtue-love is patient, love is kind, and is not jealous; virtue-love does not brag {and} is not arrogant,”


(4)  2 Cor 1:6, “But if we are afflicted, it is for your comfort and salvation; or if we are comforted, it is for your comfort, which is effective in the patient enduring of the same sufferings which we also suffer;”


(5)  2 Cor 6:6, “in purity, in knowledge, in patience, in kindness, in the Holy Spirit, in genuine love,”


(6)  Gal 5:22, “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,”


(7)  Eph 4:2, “with all humility and gentleness, with patience, showing forbearance to one another in love,



(8)  Col 1:11, “strengthened with all power, according to His glorious might, for the attaining of all steadfastness and patience;”


(9)  1 Thes 5:14, “And we urge you, brethren, admonish the unruly, encourage the fainthearted, help the weak, be patient with all men.”


(10)  1 Tim 1:16, “And yet for this reason I found mercy, in order that in me as the foremost sinner, Jesus Christ might demonstrate His perfect patience, as an example for those who would believe in Him for eternal life.”


(11)  2 Tim 2:24, “And the Lord’s bond-servant must not be quarrelsome, but be kind to all, able to teach, patient when wronged,”


(12)  2 Tim 3:10, “But you followed my teaching, conduct, purpose, faith, patience, love, perseverance,”


(13)  2 Tim 4:2, “preach the word; be ready in season {and} out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with great patience and instruction.”


(14)  Heb 6:12, “that you may not be sluggish, but imitators of those who through faith and patience inherit the promises.”


(15)  Jam 5:7a, “Be patient, therefore, brethren, until the coming of the Lord.”


(16)  Jam 5:8, “You too be patient; strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand.”


(17)  Jam 5:10, “As an example, brethren, of suffering and patience, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.”


(18)  1 Pet 2:20, “For what credit is there if, when you sin and are harshly treated, you endure it with patience?  But if when you do what is right and suffer (for it} you patiently endure it, this {finds} favor with God.”


(19)  1 Pet 3:20, “who once were disobedient, when the patience of God kept waiting in the days of Noah, during the construction of the ark, in which a few; that is, eight persons, were brought safely through {the} water.”


(20)  2 Pet 3:9, “The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance.”


(21)  2 Pet 3:15, “and regard the patience of our Lord {to be} deliverance; just as also our beloved brother Paul, according to the wisdom given him, wrote to you.”
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