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

 - is the conjunctive particle of place HOPOU, meaning “where” used in a figurative sense, giving the more immediate circumstances or the presupposition (i.e., under the presupposition given by the idea of the ‘new man’).  The words OUK ENI is an old Greek idiom formed by the negative adverb OUK, meaning “no” or “not” plus the contracted form of ENESTIN, which is the third person singular present active indicative of EIMI (ESTIN) with the preposition EN prefixed to the verb.  The literal translation is “Where there is not in.”  The idiom is translated “Where there is neither.”

The present tense is a gnomic present for a universal truth.


The active voice says that positional sanctification produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

 - is the predicate nominative from the masculine nouns HELLĒN and HOUDAIOS connected by the conjunction KAI, meaning “Greek nor Jew.”
“Where there is neither Greek nor Jew,”
 - is the predicate nominative from the feminine singular nouns PERITOMĒ and AKROBUSTIA connected by the conjunction KAI, meaning “circumcision nor uncircumcision.”
, - is the predicate nominative from the masculine singular nouns BARBAROS and SKUTHĒS, meaning “barbarian, Scythian.”  The barbarian was any culture other than the Greek or Jew, except the Romans refused to allow anyone to call them barbarian.  The Scythians lived in what is now southern Russia and were considered the sum total of idea barbarian.  They were the scum of the ancient world.

 - is the predicate nominative from the masculine singular nouns DOULOS and ELEUTHEROS, meaning “slave, freeman.”
“circumcised nor uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave, freeman,”
 - is strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but” plus the combination of the adjective PAS with the dative or instrumental used three times by Paul.


a.  1 Cor 10:33, “Just as I also please all men in all things...”

b.  1 Cor 12:6, “And there are varieties of effects, but the same God [Jesus Christ] who energizes all things in all men. [A reference to all believers]”

c.  Eph 1:23, “Which is His body, the fullness of Him who has filled every [winner] with all things [our invisible spiritual assets].”
Here we have the predicate nominative neuter plural from the adjective PAS plus the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the masculine plural adjective PAS used as a substantive, meaning “in all” and referring to the members of His royal family, the Church.
Ellipsis demands the insertion of the present active indicative of the verb EIMI “[is].”
. - is the nominative subjective from the masculine singular proper noun CHRISTOS, meaning “Christ.”
“but Christ [is] all things and in all [members of the royal family].”
Col 3:11 corrected translation
“Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcised nor uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave, freeman, but Christ [is] all things and in all [members of the royal family].”
Explanation:
1.  Compare Gal 3:28; 1 Cor 12:13; Rom 10:12.


a.  Gal 3:27-28, “For all of you who were identified with [baptized into] Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.  There is neither Jew nor Greek; there is neither slave nor free man; there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.”

b.  1 Cor 12:13, “For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.”

c.  Rom 10:12, “For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, abounding in riches for all who call upon Him.”
2.  The Bible is consistent regarding equal privilege and equal opportunity for all members of the royal family of God.


a.  All Church Age believers are members of the royal family of God, 1 Pet 2:9, “But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God’s own possession, that you may proclaim the virtues of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light.”

b.  God the Father has chosen or elected us to be royal priests, in order that we may all have the equal privilege of representing ourselves before Him.  Therefore election provides us with the equal privilege of our royal priesthood.


c.  God the Father has also chosen or elected us to have equal opportunity as members of His royal family.  Our equal opportunity is the logistical grace support provided by God on a daily basis for all believers, both winners and losers, positive and negative, mature and degenerate.  Therefore election provides us with the equal opportunity of logistical grace.


d.  God the Father provided the means in eternity past for all members of the human race who believe in His Son and are alive on earth during the Church Age to have the equal privilege of being placed into union with His Son, Jesus Christ, by God the Holy Spirit.  This is the equal privilege of predestination.


e.  God the Father provided in eternity past the means for all Church Age believers to have the equal opportunity of a spiritual life at the point of salvation, beginning with the filling of the Holy Spirit.

3.  All Church Age believers have equal privilege and equal opportunity because all of us are royal priests and all of us are in union with Christ.  This system of equality is perfect because it all depends on God.  This equality is designed by God, created by God, executed by God and sustained by God.  We have no effect on it, so that we cannot mess it up.

4.  Thus Paul drives home the point:


a.  There is no distinction based on racial background—“there is neither Greek nor Jew.”  The racial hatred between the Greeks and Jews during the first century A.D. makes the racial prejudice we have today look like a Sunday school picnic.


b.  There is no distinction based on religious background—“there is neither circumcision nor uncircumcision.”  Our religious background gives us no advantage in the plan of God.  Jewish Christians are no better off than Gentile Christians.  This was a big problem during the first century, when some Jewish Christians questioned whether or not Gentiles could even be saved.  Acts 10:1-11:18.


c.  There is no distinction based on cultural background—“barbarian, Scythian.”  Our culture or lack of culture gives us no advantage or disadvantage in the plan of God for the Church Age believer.  God has given us equal privilege and equal opportunity and that is all we need.


d.  There is no distinction based on social or class standing—“there is neither slave nor freeman.”  Our social background is no hindrance to our spiritual advance or standing in the royal family of God.  The only distinction in the royal family is winner or loser.  We either grow in grace by the metabolization and application of doctrine or we do not, and this distinction will become painfully evident at the judgment seat of Christ; for those who failed to take advantage of their equal privilege and equal opportunity to live their spiritual life will be ashamed at the judgment seat of Christ.

5.  The grace of God eliminates race, sex, culture, social, and all other distinctions among human beings as a part of the royal priesthood and royal family function as a part of our spiritual life.  Why?  Because our Lord Jesus Christ is all that matters and He is in all of us and we are all in Him, the union being perfect and eternal.

Doctrine of Inequality
A.  In every dispensation society exists in a state of inequality.  Inequality has nothing to do with happiness or misery except as people make something out of it.  There is great honor and evil in every category of society.

B.  There are two reasons for inequality.


1.  The devil is the ruler of this world and as such gives preferential treatment to those believers and unbelievers who live in his cosmic systems (arrogance and antagonism).


2.  The sovereignty of God has made man’s free will the issue in the angelic conflict, which means equality is impossible.

C.  For volition to be the issue there must be the environment of freedom.  This freedom is provided at salvation as spiritual freedom.

D.  Therefore, there are two sources of inequality.


1.  The evil of Satan’s cosmic systems.


2.  The principle of establishment freedom.

E.  Inequality is also related to the doctrine of imputation.  Inequality exists at birth.  We are born unequal physically.  Inequality after the new birth is related to our decisions.

F.  Inequality also exists because of the degree of failure or success in the use of freedom.  People do not succeed or fail to the same degree, thus guaranteeing inequality in life.

G.  This means inequality in itself is not a bad thing; only the various categories of arrogance, which resent inequality.  Arrogance fails to adjust to life.  Therefore, arrogance fails to adjust to the inequalities of life.  This is how arrogance becomes the source of the welfare state and communism.

H.  Prosperity or adversity does not change inequality.  Environment is not the solution to man’s life and problems.  Environment will not make us happy.

I.  The Good and Bad State of Inequality.


1.  Good inequality exists in the environment of freedom.  Bad inequality exists in the environment of tyranny.  Historical circumstances do not change inequality.  Inequality cannot be done away with.  People can be happy whether rich or poor, whether they succeed or fail.  Our personal love for God and unconditional love for man produces happiness or misery.


2.  Crusaders who seek to solve the problems of inequality create new inequalities of a worse nature. 


3.  Inequality does not mean unhappiness.  Paul emphasizes this in Philippians.  The issue is not inequality but confidence in the Lord.  Lam 3:20-25,  “The Lord is good to the soul who seeks Him.”

4.  Inequality is designed to motivate, not for unhappiness.  Arrogance produces mental attitude sins, which is failure to adjust to inequality.  The greater the number of failures, the more socialism appeals to people.


5.  Inequality will exist in any environment: tyranny or freedom.  The pursuit of happiness exists in our state of inequality under freedom.


6.  Believers are unequal in life but all can possess happiness.  We can have great blessings from God as well as His perfect happiness no matter what the inequalities in life.  Heb 13:5, “Be content with what things you have.”  Phil 4:11, “I have learned in whatever state I am to be content.”  Cf.1 Tim 6:8; Lk 3:14.

J.  In the Church Age, God has created a state of equal privilege and equal opportunity for everyone who believes in Christ regardless of race, color, national origin, sex, or any other factor.  We are all “one in Christ.”  This leaves no room for racial prejudice, bigotry, or any other sin of “classification” of people.  There are only believers and unbelievers as far as God is concerned.  And we are to be imitators of Christ.
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