Col 2:5




is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunctive particle GAR, meaning “For.”  Paul gives a further reason for what he has just said.

 - is the first class conditional particle EI, meaning “if [and it’s true].”
 - is the ascensive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “even.”
 - is the locative of place from the feminine singular article and noun SARX, meaning “in the flesh.”
 - is the first person singular present active indicative from the verb APEIMI, meaning “to be absent: I am absent.”  APO means “away”; EIMI means, “to be”

The present tense is descriptive, to indicate that which is now going on.


The active voice indicates that Paul produces the action of the verb, being absent from the believers in the area of Colossae.


The indicative mood indicates a simple statement of fact.

“For even if I am absent in the flesh,”
 - is the emphatic use of the conjunction ALLA, meaning “but; certainly or nevertheless.”
 - is the instrumental of means from the neuter singular article and noun PNEUMA, meaning “by means of the Spirit” and referring to God the Holy Spirit.
 - is the preposition SUN plus the instrumental of association from the second person personal pronoun SU, meaning “with you.”
, - is the first person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: I am.”

The present tense is a descriptive or pictorial present, which present to the mind a picture of the events as in process of occurrence.


The active voice indicates that Paul produces the action of the verb.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“nevertheless, by means of the Spirit I keep on being present with you,”
 - is the predicate nominative masculine first person singular present active participle from the verb CHAIRW, meaning “to rejoice.”

The present tense is descriptive for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that Paul produces the action of the verb.


The participle is modal, which indicates the manner in which Paul was present with them—”rejoicing.”
 - is the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the predicate nominative masculine first person singular present active participle from the verb BLEPW, meaning “to see, notice, or consider: noticing.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that Paul produces the action of the verb.


The participle is circumstantial, adding an additional thought to that of the main verb.

 - is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun TAXZIS, meaning “orderliness” plus the possessive genitive from the second person personal pronoun SU, meaning “your.”
“rejoicing and noticing your orderliness”
 - is the connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and the noun STEREWMA, meaning “the firmness, steadfastness.”

1.  The Greek usage of the noun means, “what is made firm or thick,” “basis,” foundation, “solid body.”

2.  In the Septuagint it was used for the Hebrew word  “firmament” in Gen 1.  It was also used five times by Ezekiel and twice in the Psalms (19:2; 150:1).  These uses are related to God’s firm establishment of the foundation of heaven.


3.  This is the only use of the word by Paul and the only occurrence of the word in the New Testament.


4.  From 1 Mac 9:14 it is used in a military sense.  Since Paul was under house arrest by the elite Roman troops of the Praetorian Guard, he probably heard the word used a great deal in their day-to-day conversation and borrowed it.


5.  Paul uses the word to describe the rock-hard firmness of the Colossian believer’s doctrine.

 - is the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular article and noun PISTIS plus the possessive genitive second person personal pronoun SU, meaning “of your doctrine.”  Faith, here, is used in its passive meaning of what is believed, therefore, a reference to Bible doctrine resident in their souls, in their stream of consciousness.

 - is the preposition EIS plus the adverbial accusative of reference/respect from the masculine singular proper noun CHRISTOS, meaning “in reference to, or with respect to Christ.”
“and the firmness of your doctrine with respect to Christ.”
Col 2:5 corrected translation
“For even if I am absent in the flesh, nevertheless, by means of the Spirit I keep on being present with you, rejoicing and noticing your orderliness and the firmness of your doctrine with respect to Christ.”
Explanation:
1.  Paul continues his thought begun in verses 1-2 by adding a further reason for these believers who have never seen him face-to-face to have spiritual confidence or encouragement.


a.  Col 2:1-2, “For I want you to know how great a struggle I am having on your behalf and for those in Laodicea and as many as have not seen my face in the flesh, in order that their hearts might receive encouragement, by having been instructed in virtue-love and resulting in all [spiritual] wealth from the certainty of understanding because of the full knowledge of the mystery of God from Christ; for even if I am absent in the flesh, nevertheless, by means of the Spirit I keep on being present with you, rejoicing and noticing your orderliness and the firmness of your doctrine with respect to Christ.”

b.  The primary basis for their spiritual confidence is instruction in virtue-love from the certainty of understanding the mystery doctrines of God.


c.  The source of this instruction is by means of the Holy Spirit.


d.  Through the teaching ministry of God the Holy Spirit to these Church Age believers, the apostle keeps on being present with them.  He has the mind of Christ circulating in his own thoughts.  He writes this doctrine to them in various letters.  God the Holy Spirit takes the information as it is read and taught to them and gives them the same doctrine circulating in their thoughts.  In this manner, it is as if Paul himself were there with them face-to-face.


e.  This verse clearly shows that believers can learn the word of God without having to have face-to-face teaching from a pastor-teacher.  There are some people who are isolated from any pastor and their only means of communication will be other than face-to-face teaching.

2.  Paul has confidence that he is with them as surely as if he were standing before them.  This produces a fantastic happiness in him, which is beyond the normal realm of human happiness.  This happiness is a part of his blessings for time as a mature believer.  Paul shares the happiness of God as a mature believer and this spills over into every area of his life.  The basis for this happiness is twofold:


a.  He noticed their orderliness.



(1)  This is a Greek military term and was used for troops standing in formation at the position of attention, ready for whatever command might be given next.



(2)  This should be the state of the believer while learning doctrine.  He should be sitting at attention listening intently to every detail of every sentence as if the Lord Jesus Christ were standing before him giving him orders for his next mission.



(3)  If there is one time you should not be tired and sleepy it is when God stands before you and tells you something.



(4)  Orderliness in the local church is also applicable here.  There should never be more than one person at a time talking, and that one person is the man with the gift of pastor-teacher, whose spiritual authority gives him the right to teach.  The privacy of the priesthood demands that other believers should be quiet and leave others alone during the teaching of the word of God.



(5)  It is not our job to straighten anyone else out in a local church.  There is no place in a local church for a lot of shouting, “Amen Brother,” or other such nonsense.


b.  Paul also noticed how firmly they believed the doctrine they had already learned and this made him very happy.  There is nothing more rewarding to a pastor-teacher than to have someone in his congregation become positive to doctrine and be very excited about learning doctrine.  And the particular doctrines that they understood so clearly were the doctrines about the person and the work of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
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