Col 2:3


 - is the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS, referring to our Lord Jesus Christ just mentioned at the end of the last verse.  The phrase is translated “in Whom.”
 - is the third person plural present active indicative of the verb EIMI, meaning “to be, to exist.”

The present tense is static for a condition, which is assumed as perpetually existing, or to be ever taken for granted as a fact.  All wisdom and knowledge are now, always have been, and forever will be in the person of our Lord Jesus Christ.


The active voice indicates that wisdom and knowledge produce the action of the verb, perpetually existing in the person of our Lord Jesus Christ.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

 - is the nominative subject from the masculine plural adjective PAS plus the article and noun THĒSAUROS, meaning “all the treasures.”
 - is the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular article and nouns SOPHIA, meaning “of wisdom,” and GNWSIS, meaning “knowledge,” connected by the conjunction KAI, meaning “and.”

1.  The Granville Sharp rule applies here.  The rule states “When the copulative KAI connects two nouns of the same case, if the article precedes the first of the said nouns or participles, and is not repeated before the second noun or participle, the latter always relates to the same person that is expressed or described by the first noun or participle; i.e., it denotes a farther description of the first-named person.”

2.  Hence, the noun GNWSIS or knowledge is a further description of the noun wisdom.


3.  The article is used with the abstract nouns wisdom and knowledge to apply the sense of the abstract noun in some special and distinct way.


4.  Thus, this is not just any general wisdom and knowledge, but a very unique and distinct wisdom and knowledge—the very wisdom and knowledge of God.

 - is the nominative subject from the masculine plural adjective APOKRUPHOS, meaning “hidden, secret, or concealed.”  This adjective modifies the noun THĒSAUROS (treasures), indicating that these treasures are “hidden or secret treasures of wisdom and knowledge.” 

Col 2:3 corrected translation
“in Whom all the hidden treasures of wisdom and knowledge exist,”
Explanation:
1.  Our Lord Jesus Christ is the source of all wisdom, all knowledge, all thinking that is inherently good.  He is the source of all Bible doctrine as it says in 1 Cor 2:16, “...we have the thinking of Christ.”
2.  All the human wisdom and knowledge of the world is worthless in comparison to the infinite and eternal knowledge of who and what God is and all that our Lord has done for us.

3.  God’s knowledge is described here as a hidden treasure.


a.  It was hidden because the mystery doctrine of the Church Age was never revealed to believers in previous dispensations.


b.  It is a treasure because it is the detailed information about the person and work of the Lord Jesus Christ, His relationship to His Bride—the royal family of God, and His complete thinking, plan, and blessings for those who are in union with Him.


c.  These are things which Old Testament prophets such as Moses longed to know, but were not permitted to know.  The treasure of wisdom and knowledge of the mystery doctrines of the Church Age are so great, that Old Testament believers would have been jealous had they known what was going to be given to us as Church Age believers from the grace of God.

Doctrine of Divine Knowledge
A.  Definition.  

1.  God’s knowledge is related to all His attributes.  He knows how all His attributes work in relation to the other attributes.


2.  God is eternal; His knowledge is eternal.


3.  God is sovereign; His knowledge is infinitely superior to angelic or human knowledge.


4.  Time has nothing to do with God’s knowledge.  The future is as well known to God as the past.


5.  Since God is a person, He possesses both self-consciousness and self-determination in relation to His self-knowledge.


6.  Therefore, God as a person acts rationally in compatibility with His absolute will, knowledge, and perfection.  God never acts irrationally, emotionally, or without complete knowledge of all the facts.


7.  Because God is infinite, His knowledge is without boundary or limitation, whether directed toward Himself or creatures, whether related to time or space.


8.  God’s knowledge is never complicated with ignorance or absurdities.  Example of an absurdity: that having once saved us, God would permit us to go to hell.


9.  God exists eternally unsustained by Himself or any other source.  Since God does not need to sustain Himself, He does not have to sustain His knowledge—He does not have to keep learning anything. Therefore, His knowledge of Himself is as unalterable as He is Himself unalterable.


10.  God cannot change; His knowledge cannot change.  It never increases or decreases.


11.  God’s knowledge precedes both time and space; therefore, His knowledge is not subject to time and space.  (He will not know more about Himself tomorrow.)


12.  God’s knowledge cannot be more or less than it is.  His knowledge cannot be more or less than it is today, in eternity past, or in eternity future.  Everything that is knowable in history about any creature was always inside the mind of God and never outside the mind of God.


13.  God cannot lie or deceive about what He knows.  If He deceived us about one point of doctrine, He would be relative truth instead of absolute truth, thus making Him less than omniscient.

B.  Divine Self-Knowledge.

1.  God’s knowledge exists in three categories:  self-knowledge, omniscience, and foreknowledge.


2.  God’s self-knowledge is related to the other members of the Trinity as well as to Himself.  What God knows about Himself, He knows about the other members of the Trinity inasmuch as they have identical essence.  Therefore, God is said to be one in essence.


3.  God’s self-knowledge is infinite, eternal genius.


4.  God has eternally known Himself.  Each member of the Trinity has perfect subjective knowledge of Himself and all His attributes of deity, plus how they function in relation to Himself, the other members of the Godhead, and toward creatures.


5.  Each member of the Trinity has perfect subjective knowledge of self and perfect objective knowledge of the other members.  This divine knowledge is the basis for God’s spiritual self-esteem.


6.  God knows Himself, and therefore He knows Himself to be beyond comparison with any creature being.

C.  Omniscience of God.

1.  While God’s self-knowledge relates to His own divine attributes and the attributes of the other members of the Trinity, omniscience is God’s knowledge related to creatures.  Omniscience does not relate to God, but only to creatures and the universe.


2.  Omniscience is defined as God’s objective knowledge of the universe, since it deals with someone outside the sphere of self-knowledge, both actual and possible.


3.  Since the divine decrees establish reality, omniscience includes all that is in the decrees plus all that is not in the decrees.


4.  In eternity past, omniscience knew every thought, motivation, decision, and action of every creature.


5.  Time has nothing to do with omniscience.


6.  The omniscience of God knows the actual and the possible, the reality and the probabilities.  But only the actual, the reality, goes into the divine decree.


7.  Omniscience knows all that would have been involved in every case where the individual action, decision or thought might have been different.


8.  Omniscience means that God knows perfectly, eternally, and simultaneously all that is knowable, both actual and possible.  Therefore, God’s knowledge is totally compatible with all His essence.


9.  Only the actual is fed into the decrees.  The possible are actions, which are not made but could have been made.


10.  Every minute detail of both angelic and human history was completely, perfectly, and simultaneously in God’s mind at all times.


11.  Therefore, omniscience perceives the free as free [our volition], the necessary as necessary [human good, evil, discipline, dispensations, the Bible], together with all their causes, conditions, relations, and interactions as one indivisible system of things, every link of which is essential to the integrity of the whole.


12.  Omniscience does not affect free will.  It is merely aware of what volition will think and do before it does it.

D.  Foreknowledge of God. 

1.  Foreknowledge must be distinguished from God’s omniscience.  Between the two stands the decree of God.



a.  Omniscience feeds information into the decrees.  Omniscience programs the decrees with the facts of our actions, decisions, motivations, and thoughts.



b.  The decrees of God establish reality.



c.  Foreknowledge follows as a printout of the decrees, i.e., the facts fed into the decrees by the omniscience of God.


2.  Nothing is foreknown until it is first decreed.


3.  Foreknowledge is the aspect of God’s knowledge, which we can apply.  It deals with what is in the decrees.  What we do as reality in history, God knew as reality before anything existed.  God compiled our thoughts and actions before they happened.


4.  Foreknowledge takes each one of us and relates us to God in terms of reality.


5.  The foreknowledge of God makes nothing certain, but merely acknowledges what is certain (the content of the decrees).


6.  Foreknowledge is a means of relating us to the plan of God as an individual since eternity past.  This gives us a sense of security.  We are never lost or forgotten by God.  We are always in God’s mind.  This application keeps us from having self-pity.


7.  God foreknows all things as certainly future because He has decreed them from His omniscience.

E.  Summary.

1.  God’s self-knowledge and omniscience precede the decrees, while foreknowledge is a printout of the decrees.  By application, God knew all our faults and sins, yet He still gave us life.  Therefore, He must have a plan and will for our life.


2.  While omniscience knows every possible act and thought of history, this is not so with the foreknowledge of God.  Foreknowledge only knows the actual, the reality of what will occur.


3.  Foreknowledge can make nothing certain, but only acknowledges what is certain.


4.  Since the divine decrees establish certainty, nothing can be foreknown until it is first decreed.


5.  God foreknows all events as certainly future because He has decreed them from His omniscience.


6.  Therefore, omniscience logically came first, knowing the actual and possible.  Foreknowledge is limited, dealing only with the actual of history.


7.  While everything was decreed simultaneously, the plan of God rationale only applies foreknowledge in the application of doctrine.  The plan of God rationale does not apply omniscience or self-knowledge.

 
8.  Under testing, the believer must remember there is never a time when God forgets us.  This is our foreknowledge rationale.


9.  Foreknowledge cannot be related to speculation.  When we deal with time, we deal with foreknowledge.  When we deal with eternity, we are dealing with omniscience.


10.  Foreknowledge is a doctrinal application the believer can apply to his problems in time.
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