Col 2:22



 - is the nominative subject from the neuter plural relative pronoun HOS, meaning “(which things.”  This relative pronoun also introduces a parenthesis here.

 - is the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: are”

The present tense is a futuristic present, which denotes an event, which has not yet occurred, but is so certain in thought it may be contemplated as already coming to pass.


The active voice indicates that the legalistic demands of apostasy produce the action of the verb—existing for the purpose of destruction.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

 - is the predicate nominative from the neuter plural adjective PAS used as a substantive, meaning “all.”
 - is the preposition EIS plus the accusative of purpose from the noun PHTHORA, meaning “for the purpose of ruin, destruction, dissolution, deterioration, corruption.”
, - is the instrumental of means from the feminine singular article and noun APOCHRĒSIS, which means “consuming, using up.”  This closes the parenthesis.  It is translated “by being consumed).”
“(which things are all for the purpose of destruction by being consumed)”
 - is the preposition KATA plus the adverbial accusative of reference from the neuter plural article and noun ENTALMA and feminine plural noun DIDASKALIA joined under the Granville-Sharp rule by the epexegetical use of the conjunction KAI.  It is translated “according to the commandments and teachings.”
, - is the ablative of source from the masculine plural article and noun ANTHRWPOS, meaning “from men.”
“—according to the commandments and teachings from men,”
Col 2:22 corrected translation
“(which things are all for the purpose of destruction by being consumed)—according to the commandments and teachings from men,”
Explanation:
1.  Paul now inserts a parenthetical statement to remind us that all the different taboos of the legalist are destined for destruction.  For believers, they will be consumed in a great bonfire at the Judgment Seat of Christ.  For unbelievers, they will be consumed in the Lake of Fire for all eternity.


a.  The Purpose of the Judgment Seat of Christ.  2 Cor 5:10, “For we must all appear before the Judgment Seat of Christ, that each one of us [royal family of God] may receive what is due him [rewards] for the things accomplished while in the body, whether good [of intrinsic value] or worthless [evil].”


(1)  This is the evaluation of the believer’s performance in the plan of God during his time on earth.  Each believer has equal privilege and equal opportunity under both election and predestination to execute the plan of God.



(2)  If the believer lives his life in the cosmic system, it is worthless (PHAULOS) or evil; he has failed to fulfill the plan of God.  If he lives the spiritual life, which God has provided, and fulfills the plan of God, it is intrinsic good (AGATHOS) and he, the winner, receives rewards above and beyond the resurrection body.



(3)  So the issue is that our life for all eternity is now in the making.  Our day-by-day attitudes toward doctrine and priorities will determine completely what we will receive at the Judgment Seat of Christ.  It takes only one decision for eternal life.  It takes many, many decisions to receive the great decorations, honors, and rewards at the Judgment Seat of Christ.



(4)  The purpose of the Judgment Seat of Christ is the evaluation of each believer’s life on earth between salvation and death (or the Rapture).  What did we do with the tremendous invisible assets provided by God?  We will know how we will be evaluated at the Judgment Seat of Christ by how we die.  If we don’t have dying grace, we’ll receive little or nothing at the Judgment Seat of Christ by way of rewards.  And the manner of our death is not the issue.


b.  The application of the Judgment Seat of Christ is virtue.  Rom 14:10-13, “You there, why do you judge your fellow believer? Or you also, why do you regard your fellow believer with contempt?  For we shall all stand before the judgment seat of God.  For it stands written, [Isa 45:23] `As I live,’ says the Lord, `every knee will bow to Me and every tongue will acknowledge to God.’  Therefore, each one of us [Church age believers] shall give an account of himself to God.  Therefore, let us no longer judge one another but rather determine this:  not to place an obstacle or a distraction in front of a fellow believer.”


(1)  When we become a spiritual adult, we stop interfering in and tampering with the lives of others.  We cannot have control of our own life and interfere in the lives of others.  We stop the arrogant characteristic of possessiveness.



(2)  Each one of us must stand before the Judgment Seat of Christ alone.  Just as we have to learn how to live our own lives and how to die alone, so we will stand alone in resurrection body before the Lord Jesus Christ and give an account of ourselves to Him.



(3)  We have no right to judge others.  That is the prerogative of Jesus Christ.  Our only concern should be our own priesthood rather than minding others’ business and telling them how to run their lives.  When we regard others with contempt it is indicative of lack of personal love for God the Father and lack of unconditional love toward all other people.  It is a sure sign we have not attained spiritual maturity.



(4)  We are responsible for our own decisions.  Ignorance is no excuse before the Judgment Seat of Christ.  The only way we can avoid judging or distracting other believers is by tolerating them from the virtue developed through doctrine we have learned and are applying by use of the spiritual problem solving devices.



(5)  We must and will give an account for our thoughts, actions, and decisions.  We cannot blame anyone else at the Judgment Seat of Christ.  What good does it do for us to be full of self-righteous arrogance and moral degeneracy and judge other people, when we ourselves will be judged for it by Jesus Christ at His judgment seat?  Ignorance and insanity will be no excuse, because volition still wanted to do it.



(6)  In context, the “obstacle” we place in front of other believers is judging or maligning them, trying to make them feel guilty, seeking revenge.  So how can we avoid becoming a distraction to other believers?  We do so by growing in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  The sooner we get to spiritual self-confidence and occupation with Christ, the better; for then we will have overcome this evil tendency.

c.   Living our own spiritual life and the fulfillment of the plan of God determines winners or losers at the Judgment Seat of Christ.



(1)  1 Jn 2:28, “And now, dear children, keep residing in it [your very own spiritual life], that if He should appear [Rapture], we might have confidence and might not be put to shame in His presence.”  Note that there is difference of attitude in resurrection bodies at the Judgment Seat of Christ.  The winner will have confidence; the loser will be put to shame, though only temporarily; for there is no sorrow in the eternal state.  The loser does not lose his salvation, only his eternal rewards.



(2)  James 2:12-13.  Perception of doctrine is the basis for our evaluation.  The Judgment Seat of Christ is related to our many decisions to reside and function in our spiritual life.



(3)  1 Jn 2:21, “Beloved, if our right lobe does not condemn us [and it doesn’t when we are in fellowship with God], we keep on having confidence before God.”


(4)  1 Jn 4:17, “By this [using the spiritual mechanics of the Christian way of life], virtue love has been achieved by us, that we might have confidence in the day of evaluation, because just as He is [during the Hypostatic Union], so also we are in the world.”

d.  Losers are ashamed at the Judgment Seat of Christ.  This is a very temporary shame, for there is no sorrow in the eternal state.



(1)  Rom 5:5, “And hope [confidence of eternal rewards and blessings] does not make us ashamed [at Judgment Seat of Christ].”


(2)  Phil 1:20, “According to my earnest expectation and hope [3] that I shall not be put to shame in anything, but with all confidence, Christ shall even now as always [before Judgment Seat of Christ in resurrection body] be glorified in my body, whether by life or by death.”  Living and dying, prosperity and adversity, are equated with sharing the happiness of God.



(3)  2 Tim 2:15, “A workman who does not need to be ashamed [at Judgment Seat of Christ], handling accurately the Word of Truth.”  Learning the mechanics of the plan of God (handling accurately the Word of Truth) and executing this plan protects the believer from being ashamed.



(4)  Phil 3:18-19, “For many believers [losers] keep walking, concerning whom I have communicated to you many times and now continue communicating even though weeping, that they are the enemies of the cross whose end is destruction [the sin unto death], whose god is emotion, whose glory [at Judgment Seat of Christ] is their shame, who keep thinking about earthly things.”


(5)  1 Jn 2:28, “...that we might have confidence and not be put to shame by Him in His presence [judgment seat of Christ].”
2.  Religion is the teaching of men.


a.  The central theme of all religions is changing our lifestyle, our habits, our way of behaving to please some so-called holy person or group who exercise authority in the religious group.


b.  In order to better control members of the religion, those in authority dictate certain manners and customs to which the members are expected to adhere.  Failure to do so usually means expulsion from the religion with resultant loss of salvation.


c.  As the norms and standards of society change, the religious taboos change.  This produces a relative righteousness which does not live up to the absolute righteousness demanded by the justice of God.


d.  Therefore, in religion, salvation inevitably becomes a system of adhering to a changing system of taboos.  The logical problem for religion then becomes: how can a person who performed an act that was not a taboo prior to death be saved now that that act is considered a taboo after his death?  He cannot!

  
e.  Relative righteousness has always been and will continue to be the problem with religion.  This will be demonstrated at the Last Judgment, Rev 20:12-15.
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