Col 2:21




 - is the negative adverb MĒ, meaning “no, not.”
 - is the second person singular aorist middle subjunctive from the verb HAPTW, which means “to light, kindle” but in the middle voice it means “to touch, take hold of woman in a sexual sense.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers into a single whole the life of legalistic person.


The middle voice is an indirect middle, which emphasizes the participation of the subject in the action.


The subjunctive mood is used with the aorist tense and with the negative adverb as a prohibition.  The only way a prohibition in the second person and in the aorist tense is expressed in the New Testament is by the use of the subjunctive mood.  A prohibition expressed in the aorist tense is a warning or exhortation against doing a thing not yet begun.

“‘Do not touch [a woman sexually]”
 - is the negative disjunctive particle MĒDE, which means “and not, but not, nor (when continuing a preceding negation).

 - is the second person singular aorist middle subjunctive from the verb GEUOMAI, meaning “to taste, to partake of, or to enjoy.”

The aorist tense used with the subjunctive mood and the negative MĒ is a punctiliar prohibition.


The middle voice is indirect, which emphasized the action taken by the subject.


The subjunctive mood used with the negative adverb and the aorist tense is a prohibition to warn against doing a thing not yet begun.

“or taste [forbidden foods]”
 - is the negative disjunctive particle MĒDE, meaning “nor.”
, - is the second person singular aorist active subjunctive from the verb THIGGANW, which means “to touch someone with the hostile intent of killing them.”

The aorist tense used with the subjunctive mood and the negative MĒ is a punctiliar prohibition.


The active voice indicates that these legalists are not producing the action and demand that the Colossian believer likewise follow them in this prohibition.


The subjunctive mood used with the negative and the aorist tense is a prohibition to warn against doing a thing not yet begun.

“nor touch [anyone to kill them]’,”
Col 2:21 corrected translation
“‘Do not touch [a woman sexually] nor taste [forbidden foods] nor touch [anyone to kill them]’,”
Explanation:
1.  The pre-Gnostic, legalistic Judaizers had three main prohibitions which they were trying to get the Colossian believers to obey:


a.  They were not to have sex with any woman, even their wife.


b.  They were to abstain from eating certain foods and they were not to eat food for the sake of enjoyment.


c.  They were not to kill anyone, even in self-defense or to protect their family.  This would also apply to the honorable function of the police officer killing a criminal in the line of duty or the honorable function of the soldier killing the enemy in battle.

2.  This describes the thinking of moral degeneracy, the function of asceticism, and what later developed into Monasticism in the middle ages.

Doctrine of Moral Degeneracy
A.  Definition.

1.  Degeneracy is the decline to false or inferior standards, accompanied by loss of integrity and reverting back to one’s former standards they had as an unbeliever.


2.  Degeneracy is decline from the superior standards of the plan of God to the inferior standards related to living as an unbeliever in Satan’s system of cosmic involvement.


3.  There are two categories of degeneracy:



a.  Moral degeneracy related to the sin nature trend toward self-righteous arrogance or legalism.



b.  Immoral degeneracy related to the sin nature trend toward lascivious-lawlessness, which is antinomianism.

B.  Biblical Documentation for Degeneracy, Eph 4:22, “With reference to your former lifestyle [as a believer], you yourselves lay aside [rebound] the old man [old sin nature], you who are becoming degenerate on the basis of the lusts of deceit.”
C.  Legalism or Moral Degeneracy.

1.  Legalism is characterized by self-righteous arrogance.



a.  Self-righteous arrogance is the motivation for judging other people.  Antinomianism is the target for the legalist.  The antinomian’s sins shock the legalist, so that he insists the antinomian believer was never really saved.




(1)  Moral degeneracy judges, slanders, and maligns other believers.




(2)  Judgment arrogance of moral degeneracy sets aside God as the judge and superimposes self.  The problem is that no believer ever knows all the facts.



b.  Moral degeneracy is the function of judgment.  This judgment is motivated by shock at the sins of lascivious-lawlessness.  Therefore, the morally degenerate believer parlays that shock into false doctrine.  The attitude of judgment means moral degeneracy has no understanding of freedom.



c.  Rom 14:10-13, “But you, why do you judge your brother?  Or you again, why do you regard your brother with contempt?  We shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ.  For it stands written, [Isa 43:25] ‘As I live,’ says the Lord, ‘every knee shall bow to Me, and every tongue shall acknowledge the Lord.’  So then each one of us shall give an account of himself to the Lord.  Therefore, do not judge one another anymore.  But rather, determine this, not to put a stumbling block [obstacle] in a brother’s way.”



(1)  If the Lord is judging us constantly, and will judge us in the future, what are we doing judging other believers?




(2)  Those in authority have the right to judge others, but that is not the subject addressed here.




(3)  Moral degeneracy does not leave the matter in the Lord’s hands for judgment.




(4)  Moral degeneracy has a predilection for judging others.  And such judging is blasphemy because it assumes the prerogative of God in the administration of divine discipline.




(5)  The judging of moral degeneracy takes judgment and divine discipline off the person who is wrong and places it directly on the one doing the judging.  This is why moral degeneracy is the most heavily disciplined of all believers.



d.  2 Pet 2:12, “But these [moral degenerates], like unreasoning animals, born as creatures of instinct to be captured and killed, reviling where they have no knowledge, will in their destruction also be destroyed.”


e.  Mt 7:1-3, “Stop judging that you be not judged.  For in the manner you judge, you will be judged; and by what measure you measure it out to others [verbal sins], it shall be measured back to you.  And why do you look at the speck of dust in your brother’s eye, but do not notice the log that is in your own eye?”  We receive triple compound discipline:




(1)  We are judged and disciplined by God for the mental attitude sin which motivated us to judge someone else.




(2)  We are judged and disciplined by God for the verbal sin of slander, gossip, maligning, judging.




(3)  We are judged and disciplined by God for the sins which we name or associate with someone else, whether the sins are real or imagined.




(4)  When we judge others, God removes the discipline from them and transfers it to the one doing the judging, maligning, slandering.  If the person who was slandered is innocent, they receive blessing from God.



f.  Self-righteous arrogance produces the following categories of legalism.




(1)  Salvation by doing something or not doing something, i.e., by works.




(2)  Spirituality by works, personality, taboos, dress, speech, etc.




(3)  The arrogance of having a unique spiritual experience.




(4)  The arrogance of emphasis on human achievement rather than on what God has provided.




(5)  Morality as a substitution for the virtue, honor, and integrity of the spiritual life.




(6)  Blessing from God through doing something or not doing something. 




(7)  Blessing from God through human achievement or self-sacrifice rather than grace.




(8)  Spirituality through health food, vitamins, good diet, observing taboos, through mannerisms, dress, personality, speech.



g.  Self-righteous arrogance is the motivation or pride, while legalism is the function of pride.


2.  Legalism is defined as the blasphemy of substituting Christian works and service for the grace of God, the insolence of replacing grace with works, and the arrogant pretension of fulfilling of God’s plan through something we do or don’t do.


3.  The ultimate arrogance of legalism is the conceited conclusion that Bible doctrine doesn’t work, and “the plan of God has failed because I have failed.”  On the contrary, Bible doctrine explains the failure as well as the means of recovery.


4.  Legalism or self-righteous arrogance concludes that the plan of God succeeds or fails on the basis of what we do rather than on the basis of divine provision.


5.  Legalism establishes false standards and measures for spiritual success.


6.  Legalism seeks to change others by imposing false standards on them.  But we cannot change others; we can only change ourselves.


7.  Legalism seeks to dominate people, policy, and authority in its periphery.  Therefore, self-righteous arrogance produces a domineering believer, a bully who assumes that he is never wrong in human interaction.


8.  Legalism is irrational, and is never satisfied until everyone in his or her periphery is doing what is expected of them.


9.  Legalism makes two categories of attack on grace.



a.  It attacks the grace subject matter of doctrine.



b.  It attacks the grace communication of doctrine.


10.  Self-righteous arrogance superimposes false concepts on the teaching of the word of God and seeks to discredit the pastor who communicates it.


11.  The third and final step into moral degeneracy occurs as one moves into the eight stages of reversion.  If this decline is unchecked by the recovery procedure of 1 Jn 1:9 and the other spiritual problem solving devices, the legalist will permanently reside in moral degeneracy.  


12.  Moral degeneracy creates certain heresies.



a.  Justifying sinful and evil action through distortion of morality into a system of tyranny.



b.  Confusing the Mosaic Law with the Christian way of life.



c.  Moral degeneracy justifies Christian activism and civil disobedience under the principle that the end justifies the means.



d.  Moral degeneracy seeks to impose on a national entity Christian laws (thus making all unbelievers criminals).  Example Geneva under Calvin.  Moral degeneracy does not distinguish between Church and State, between the laws of divine establishment and the plan of God.


13.  Moral degeneracy does not recognize any category of human freedom.  Moral degeneracy rejects temporal freedom under the laws of divine establishment and spiritual freedom.



a.  The Christian way of life is a supernatural spiritual way of life and cannot be executed by morality.  Morality is the basis for human freedom.  But in the execution of God’s plan we go into something much higher than morality.



b.  Anything the unbeliever can do is not a part of the spiritual life.  So while morality is the foundation for freedom, it is not a part of the spiritual life for the Church.  The plan produces virtue through the power of the Holy Spirit; something far greater than morality.


14.  Moral degeneracy cannot understand God’s grace or God’s policy, or the power of the Spirit-filled life.


15.  Moral degeneracy seeks to establish tyranny over both believer and unbeliever alike, destroying the privacy, property, and life of others.  Hence, moral degeneracy fulfills the concept that authority without virtue produces tyranny.  Moral degeneracy seeks to gain the power and authority to suppress all disagreement.  Once moral degenerates gain power, they judge others for not accepting their false standards.

D.  The Warning Against Christian Degeneracy, 2 Jn 7-9, “Because many deceivers have gone out into the world, who do not acknowledge Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh.  This person is the deceiver and an antichrist.”  These deceivers reject the doctrine of the dispensation of the Hypostatic Union, e.g., Gnosticism.  Verse 8, “Look out for yourselves, that you may not lose your momentum which you have accomplished, but that you might receive a full reward.”  A full reward is the distribution of escrow blessings for time and eternity. Verse 9, “No one has fellowship with God who keeps advancing out-of-bounds and does not remain on the playing field through the doctrine of Christ.”
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