Col 2:2



 - is the conjunction HINA, which introduces a purpose clause and should be translated “in order that.”
 - is the third person plural aorist passive subjunctive from the verb PARAKALEW, meaning to “appeal to, urge, implore, entreat, exhort, encourage, comfort.”  In the passive it means to “receive encouragement or comfort.”

The aorist tense is ingressive to indicate the beginning of an entire action on the part of the apostle.  Paul is just starting to bring comfort to their souls through his teaching of doctrine to them for the first time in the form of a letter.  He intends to continue this process until they have been strengthened spiritually.


The passive voice indicates that the hearts or right lobe of the souls of the Colossian, Laodicean, and other believers in that area receive the action of the verb.


The subjunctive mood is used with the conjunction HINA to form the purpose clause.  The subjunctive is also the mood of contingency, the contingency being the volition of the recipients of the epistle.

  -is the nominative subject from the feminine plural article and noun KARDIA, meaning “hearts” and refers to the right lobe of the soul, the area where Bible doctrine is stored and circulated for thought, plus the possessive genitive masculine plural from the third person intensive pronoun AUTOS used as a personal pronoun, translated “their hearts.”
“in order that their hearts might receive encouragement,”
is the nominative masculine plural aorist passive participle from the verb SUMBIBAZW, meaning “to bring together, to unite, knit together, instruct, teach, or advise.”  Here the meaning “having been instructed or having been taught” fits best with the context.  Paul is talking about the method in which the right lobe of the soul might be encouraged from Bible doctrine (i.e., by being instructed) since he is absent from them and has never met them.


The aorist tense is culminative for the entirety of an action regarded from its existing results.  The entirety of his teaching will result in the development of virtue-love and all spiritual wealth in their souls which will then be an encouragement to them in spite of his absence from them.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “have.”

The passive voice indicates that these unknown believers receive the action of the verb of being instructed by Paul.  The passive voice means “to be instructed.”

This is an instrumental participle, which indicates the means by which the action of the main verb (to receive encouragement) is accomplished.  It is translated “by having been instructed.”
 - is the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the feminine singular noun AGAPĒ, meaning “in virtue-love.”  This noun generally refers to two kinds of love in the New Testament, personal love for all three members of the Trinity, which in turn motivates unconditional impersonal love for all mankind.  Together, these two loves are referred to as virtue-love, because the love is dependent upon the virtue, integrity, honor, and spiritual values of the believer having this love rather than the object of his love.

“by having been instructed in virtue-love”
is the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” plus the preposition EIS with the accusative or result from the neuter singular adjective PAS and the noun PLOUTOS, meaning “and resulting in all wealth or riches.”  Wealth or riches here is a reference to the spiritual wealth which God gave us in eternity past when He provided for us our very own portfolio of invisible assets.  These assets include: spiritual provisions (like our very own spiritual life, our royal priesthood and ambassadorship), escrow blessings (for both time and eternity), problem solving devises, and invisible impact on friends and loved ones, our nation, and in the angelic conflict.

 - is the ablative of source from the feminine singular article and the noun PLĒROPHORIA, meaning “from the full assurance, certainty, fullness” plus the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular article and noun SUNĒSIS, meaning “of understanding.”
“and resulting in all [spiritual] wealth from the certainty of understanding”
 -is the preposition EIS plus the accusative feminine singular of cause from the noun EPIGNWSIS, meaning “because of the full knowledge.”
 - is the objective genitive of the neuter singular article and noun MUSTĒRIOS, meaning “of the mystery” plus the adverbial genitive of reference from the masculine singular article and the noun THEOS, meaning “of the mystery of God” in the sense of “of the mystery about or concerning God.”
 - is the ablative of source from the noun CHRISTOS, meaning “from Christ.”  This is a reference to the fact that all Church Age doctrine comes from our Lord Jesus Christ because it is the mind of Christ.

“because of the full knowledge of the mystery of God from Christ.”
Col 2:2 corrected translation
“in order that their hearts might receive encouragement, by having been instructed in virtue-love and resulting in all wealth from the certainty of understanding because of the full knowledge of the mystery of God from Christ.”
Explanation:
1.  Paul now wants to explain why he wants them to know about his struggles on their behalf—so that they might be encouraged by his example of the application of doctrine and especially the use of the various spiritual problem solving devices.

2.  Paul immediately continues his sentence by explaining the means by which he intends to encourage them—by teaching and explaining these problem solving devices, not only will they accelerate their spiritual growth, but they will also receive great encouragement to withstand future testing.  The example he chooses from the problem solving devices is the use of virtue-love (the combination of personal love for God and unconditional love for all people).  This single problem solving device represents the entire group of spiritual problem solving devices.

3.  The result of this inculcation and use of the problem solving devices is spiritual wealth, a reference to our invisible spiritual assets.

4.  Paul now digresses slightly to define what kind of wealth he is talking about so there is no confusion on the part of his readers.  This wealth is a spiritual wealth with great temporal implications, and does not refer just to becoming economically wealthy.  He explains this by indicating that the source of this wealth is from the complete, objective, full, and certain understanding of the teaching of doctrine because these believers are learning the entire realm of the mystery doctrine of the Church Age, which doctrine is from the ultimate source of the mind of Christ.

Doctrine of the Portfolio of Invisible Assets
A.  Definition.

1.  Portfolio is a word used to describe all the financial assets in the form of titles, deeds, securities, stocks and bonds held by a person.


2.  We will use the word to describe the securities and assets God provided for the believer in eternity past.  We have securities and invisible assets that stagger the imagination.  But before these assets are usable, they must be understood.


3.  Our portfolio of invisible assets are the grace work of God the Father on our behalf in eternity past.  God the Father found the way for His justice to provide perfect fantastic blessing to His righteousness without any compromise of His essence.


4.  God provided in our portfolio everything necessary for living, growing in grace, executing His plan, dying, and living in the eternal state.


5.  Our portfolio provides everything we need to have a fantastic life through receiving the blessings He deposited in heaven for us before the foundation of the world; blessings which glorify God.  If we do not have a fantastic life, it’s our own fault, never God’s.  All we need is positive volition, and God will direct us to the place where we can get the information.


6.  There are two characteristics of these assets that we must understand:



a.  The assets are invisible since they are based on the word of God we have learned and believe.  We can only come to know that these assets exist by our positive volition to learning the word of God.  We cannot use what we do not know exists.



b.  These assets are available to every Church Age believer.  We all have equal privilege and equal opportunity to use these spiritual assets.

B.  There are four categories of invisible assets.

1.  Primary assets: what God has deposited in escrow for us and the assets God decreed in eternity past (election and predestination).

2.  Secondary assets, which include the following:


a.  Volitional assets related to positive volition toward doctrine and our volition related to our priorities in life.



b.  Production assets.  Our Christian service is a natural result of our spiritual life, not the means of our spiritual life.  People do not understand Christian service.  Christian service is never effective unless it is a result of our spiritual life.  As we grow spiritually, we begin to produce.



c.  Suffering for blessing assets: preventative suffering (suffering that motivates us to stay in fellowship with God), momentum testing, and evidence testing.



d.  Invisible impact assets: personal impact is blessing by association, historical impact is the invisible influence God has on history on our behalf, and international impact is the function of world-wide missions.


3.  Personnel assets: spiritual gifts.


4.  Unique assets: the indwelling of the Trinity and the total availability of divine power to execute the will of God.
C.  Escrow Assets.

1.  Our escrow blessings are defined in Eph 1:3, “Worthy of praise and glorification is the God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in heavenly places in Christ.”


a.  Before God the Son created the universe, God the Father actually created a portfolio of invisible assets for us.  He knew we would believe in Christ and become royal family of God, so He provided wonderful things for us.



b.  No believer has more or less in his portfolio.  All of us have these assets.  Some believers use these assets and parlay them into spiritual self-confidence; others into spiritual autonomy; and great believers parlay them into spiritual maturity.  There’s no easy road; no shortcut.  We have to know our assets before we can use them.



c.  Why are these blessings and assets called “spiritual” blessings?  Some are very temporal in nature, such as wealth, promotion, success, phenomenal categories of happiness.  They are called spiritual because the Source is spiritual; God is spirit.



d.  The first thing God ever did for us was to bless us!  These blessings are above and beyond logistical grace blessings.


2.  Our escrow blessings are beyond our imagination, 1 Cor 2:9, “However, as it stands written, [Isa 64:4], ‘things [escrow blessings] the eye has not seen [invisible], things the ear has not heard [unknown through empiricism], no mind has conceived what God has prepared for those who love Him.’”

3.  Escrow is a real estate term used to teach the concept of God blessing you in eternity past.



a.  When two people enter into an agreement to buy and sell a piece of property, they agree upon conditions for the sale of the property and give those conditions to a third party who will act as a fair and impartial mediator between the buyer and seller.



b.  God the Father is the seller of the property—blessings He has created for us and deposits with the Lord Jesus Christ as the mediator.



c.  God the Son is the mediator between God the Father and us.  He obtained all these blessings from God the Father at the moment of His session in heaven and now holds them in escrow until we fulfill the conditions of the escrow established by God the Father.



d.  All Church Age believers are the second party in the agreement.  We agree to purchase what God the Father has deposited in escrow for us with the coin of the realm—Bible doctrine metabolized (learned and believed) in our soul.



e.  The deposit of our blessings into escrow means that God the Father cannot cancel them.  God the Father cannot cancel what He has deposited with Christ.



f.  The first thing God ever did for us is the means of glorifying Him.  Technically, no believer glorifies God until Jesus Christ conveys to him greater blessings for time.  These are conveyed when we execute the plan of God.  As we grow in grace and the knowledge of our Lord, the Lord begins to convey our greater blessings for time.  At the Rapture He conveys to us our greater blessings for eternity.



g.  The condition for the transfer of our escrow blessings is the fulfillment of the plan of God through our spiritual advance.  When the escrow conditions are fulfilled, the believer begins receiving blessings, which are far beyond anything he could ever imagine.


4.  The Attainment of Escrow Blessings.



a.  Escrow blessings are attained through the use of the two power options of the spiritual life (the power of the filling of the Spirit and the power of Bible doctrine in the soul) and three spiritual skills (the ability to use these power options to stay in fellowship with God, learn the word of God, and execute the word of God), Eph 3:20, “Now to Him [God the Father] who is able to do infinitely more than all we could ask or imagine on the basis of the power [Holy Spirit] which is at work for us.”


b.  Escrow blessings are attained through living our very own spiritual life.



c.  Escrow blessings are attained through understanding of and function in the sophisticated spiritual life—using what we have learned to do what God wants.



d.  Escrow blessings are attained through the perception of doctrine or epistemological rehabilitation.  Prov 8:18, “With Me [doctrine] are riches and honor [escrow blessings for time], enduring wealth and prosperity [escrow blessings for eternity].”
D.  Election and Predestination Assets.

1.  Introduction.



a.  Having blessings in escrow demands that God provide other assets as the means of fulfilling the conditions of the escrow.  God does this by giving us the equal privilege and equal opportunity.




(1)  Everything it takes to fulfill the plan of God and receive our escrow blessings is contained in your election and predestination assets.




(2)  We do not have to depend upon our personality, morality, Christian service, sacrificial giving, or any other act of straining in life.  We do not have to be smart; human I.Q. is no issue in learning spiritual phenomena.  God the Holy Spirit provides the same spiritual I.Q. for all believers.



(3)  Whatever human handicaps (genetic, economic, social) we brought into the Christian life are no deterrent in receiving our escrow blessings.  We have only our own negative volition to blame for not receiving them.



b.  So that each one of us might fulfill the conditions of our escrow blessings, God the Father has provided for us the assets of election and predestination.  Under election, our equal privilege is our royal priesthood; our equal opportunity is logistical grace support.  Under predestination, our equal privilege is union with Christ; our equal opportunity is our very own spiritual life.



c.  Although our escrow assets were created first by God and so are the means of glorifying God, they come last at spiritual maturity.  Our election and predestination assets are the means; our escrow assets are the results.  Our election and predestination assets provide fantastic blessings for us from salvation on.  Our escrow assets provide fantastic blessings above and beyond anything we could ever even imagine much less think.



d.  Election and predestination assets give us equal privilege and equal opportunity, which means that every believer has the same chance to be a winner in the spiritual life.  Loser believers never sort out their priorities, and are never consistent in the perception of doctrine.  The winner believer uses his volition daily to do two things.




(1)  To create a proper scale of values, giving number one priority to Bible doctrine.




(2)  To use the two spiritual power options and spiritual skills to execute the will, plan, and purpose of God.


e.  Our volitional assets use our election and predestination assets to attain our escrow assets.  Just as a financial portfolio, so also a spiritual portfolio uses assets to create assets.



f.  Election is God’s will, desire, and personal choice for us.  God desires that we might have His highest and best, the greatest possible blessings it is possible for Him to give to any category of creation.



g.  Predestination is God’s provision for us; i.e., everything it takes for us to fulfill His will and to execute His plan.



h.  Election and predestination are two results of the divine decrees.  These two results show that God cares for us and loves us, and so He has provided for us in a magnificent way.


2.  Election.



a.  Eph 1:4, “Since He Himself has elected us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before Him.”



(1)  Election was provided before the creation of the world.




(2)  “Holy” refers to both the absolute concept of experiential sanctification, the filling of the Holy Spirit, and the relative concept of experiential sanctification; that is, spiritual growth.




(3)  “Blameless before Him” is a reference to ultimate sanctification in the eternal state.



b.  There are three elections in history.




(1)  Israel was elected under the ritual plan of God.




(2)  Jesus Christ was elected under the salvation plan of God.




(3)  The Church was elected under the protocol plan of God.  Protocol means that God expects a right thing to be done in a right way to be right.


c.  The computer analogy to the concept of election.




(1)  The divine decree is God’s declaration of all that will occur before it happens.  Two parts of this decree are called election and predestination.




(2)  The divine decree is like a giant supercomputer into which God provides all the things He knows to be true and actual (as opposed to all He knows to only be possible but does not occur).  God knew our thoughts, motives, volitional decisions, and actions in eternity past.  Therefore, the omniscience of God entered into this supercomputer every thought, motive, decision, and action we will ever make in life.




(3)  God inputs two kinds of information or data into this supercomputer: His sovereign decisions and actions, and man’s free will decisions and actions.  God knows what will happen ahead of time, but in no way coerces what happens.  Both man and God have the right to think, decide, and act based on their own respective freedoms.  The sovereignty of God and the free will of man coexist in human history in order to resolve the angelic conflict.




(4)  However, the decisions and actions of man result in certain divine decisions and responses (language of accommodation), which God is perfectly free to make, which may in fact cause man to make different decisions and actions.  For example, divine discipline influences man to change his modus vivendi and modus operandi.  God knew when each free will would operate independently of His sovereign will, and when in conformity with His sovereign will.  But God invented free will to function either for or against Him; the choice lies with each individual.




(5)  Election and predestination are God’s decisions and actions for believers only.  No unbeliever is ever predestined by God not to believe.




(6)  Election is the decision, selection, or choice of the sovereignty of God in eternity past.  Predestination is the provision of the sovereignty of God in eternity past.




(7)  In eternity past, God made one sovereign decision, one with many aspects.  That one decision was to provide for us our very own election related to His plan for our life, and to provide for us our very own predestination related to His plan for our life.



e.  The equal privilege of election is the universal priesthood of the believer.




(1)  This shows God’s plan for us is unique.  The universal priesthood is only for believers in the Church Age.




(2)  A priest represents people before God.  Since every believer is a priest, every believer represents himself before God.  This establishes a system of privacy.




(3)  Under the privacy of our priesthood, we are responsible for ourselves before God.  This means we are responsible for every thought we think, every motive we have, every good decision we make, and every action we take, good or bad.  And God is holding us responsible for our own decisions.  Why?  Because He made us a priest so that we now represent ourselves before God.




(4)  The royal priesthood of the believer is taught many times in the New Testament.  It was a favorite subject of Peter, 1 Pet 2:5, 9.  John taught it as well.




(5)  In privacy we represent ourselves before God, evaluate ourselves, and pray for ourselves.  We have privacy so we can learn Bible doctrine ourselves.





(a)  We can never learn anything if we’re not objective, or if we reject authority, or if we have any form of arrogance.





(b)  To learn doctrine requires a tremendous amount of humility and objectivity.  This is why the local church should be an environment where believers can gather together yet have their privacy respected.





(c)  This means both our sins and our strengths should be kept private.  The pastor-teacher, as the final authority in the local church, must protect the privacy of all priests in his congregation by disciplining or removing those who violate or impose upon others’ privacy.




(6)  The believer-priest cannot account for his thoughts, motives, decisions, or actions in undefinable terms.





(a)  Under the privacy of our priesthood, we must be able to define our living in the terms of the plan of God, which means we must learn the technical language and vocabulary.  Once we do, we, as a priest, can analyze and evaluate our own life and our own problems, and apply doctrine and make corrections to our own life under the privacy of our priesthood.  Therefore, the privacy of the priesthood demands that we learn doctrine, so we can define our situation.





(b)  The royal priest’s self-improvement is based on the function of perception of doctrine.  Any self-improvement based on the advice and counsel of others is really a set-back.




(7)  The royal priesthood is designed by God to function under conceptualism.





(a)  No believer can think, apply doctrine, or solve problems through the mind or the personality of another Christian.  This is why each one of us is a priest.





(b)  To the extent that we seek counsel or advice, that just means we’re not getting enough doctrine or we’re not using our own doctrine.  Initially there’s a place for counseling with new believers, but as we grow we should begin to handle our own life.  We should know when we’re wrong and when we’re right, and we should be able to utilize all the doctrine we have learned to advance to maturity.




(8)  Major functions of the royal priesthood include:





(a)  The recovery procedure of 1 Jn 1:9 as the technique for the recovery of fellowship.





(b)  A consistent prayer life.





(c)  Perception, metabolization, and application of doctrine to our own experience (and if in authority, to the experience of those under us).





(d)  Worship: learning doctrine, communion.





(e)  Divine viewpoint mental attitude from doctrine we have learned and believe.  (It isn’t what the other person thinks that counts; it’s what we think from doctrine that counts.)





(f)  Self-motivation from doctrine.  We have to motivate ourselves; we can’t depend on someone else’s leadership.  If we depend on them, then we are borrowing their inspiration and that results in stifling our own motivation, so that when we are under adversity, we have no motivation to keep driving on.



f.  The equal opportunity under election is the divine provision of logistical grace support and blessing.




(1)  Logistical support is designed to sustain you.  Logistical blessing is additional, more than just support.




(2)  Both logistical grace support and blessing is provided for winners and losers alike, because both types of believers have the perfect righteousness of God.  This provides equal opportunity for all believers.




(3)  The justice of God is the initiator of grace.  On a daily basis, the justice of God sends to the indwelling righteousness of God everything it takes to keep us alive, to sustain us, and in addition great and fantastic blessings.  All initial blessing in the Christian life comes in this manner.  We do not earn or deserve any of it; it is a matter of grace.  We’re not blessed because we give, witness, perform Christian service, or because of anything we can do.  That would be a compromise of the integrity of God.  God blesses us only because we have His perfect righteousness indwelling us; hence His integrity is not compromised.  The very air that we breathe, the food we eat, everything we have, the only reason we are alive through every type of vicissitude in life is based entirely upon this principle of logistical grace.  This is for winners and losers alike, and it gives everyone equal opportunity.  This often explains why the wicked prosper.



g.  2 Pet 1:10-11, “Therefore brethren [believers], be more motivated [perception of doctrine] to make your calling and election a spiritual reality; for by doing these things [spiritual advance] you will never stumble [i.e., become a loser in cosmic system].  For in this manner, your entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ will be richly supplied [eternal escrow blessings to winners].”  How do you make your election a spiritual reality?  By using the power options and spiritual skills of our unique spiritual life.


3.  Predestination.



a.  Eph 1:5, “By means of God’s virtue-love, He has predestined us for the purpose of adoption to Himself through Jesus Christ according to the grace purpose of His will.”



(1)  Predestination means God provided everything we would need to execute His plan.  Predestination provides equal privilege and equal opportunity for every Church Age believer to execute God’s will.




(2)  Adoption is how we become royal family.  Adoption is a result of the Baptism of the Holy Spirit.  When God the Holy Spirit enters us into union with Christ we became sons of God, as our Lord is the Son of God, so that we are adopted into His royal family forever.



b.  Predestination is also an invisible asset in our portfolio of spiritual assets.



c.  Predestination has two meanings:



(1)  Predestination is the provision of the sovereignty of God in eternity past whereby every believer becomes royal family of God plus being the heir of God.  Jesus Christ is the heir of God; we are heirs of God and joint-heirs with the Son of God.  Predestination only applies to believers, not to unbelievers.




(2)  Predestination is the provision of the sovereignty of God in eternity past whereby every member of the royal family of God is provided everything necessary to fulfill the plan of God.  God provided for our very own spiritual life.  Therefore, we are not dependent upon human energy, human personality, legalism, and all other human efforts.



d.  The equal privilege of predestination is the baptism of the Spirit whereby every believer is entered into union with Christ, whereby the royal family of God is formed.  This is also called positional sanctification in theology.




(1)  Equal privilege of predestination means no distinctions are made among believers.  There are no racial, social, economic, physiological, or intelligence distinctions; for we are all in union with Christ.  All handicaps are set aside whether they are genetic, environmental, or volitional.




(2)  Therefore, we must regard ourselves as a person related to God, not in terms of our relationships to mankind.  Relationship with God must precede relationship with people.




(3)  In application, this eliminates all forms of prejudice.  Once we have believed in Christ, we are to regard ourselves as a person, not as someone in some race or social structure or economic status or personality type, superior or inferior.  We are to focus on ourselves only as being a person.  We are not to compare ourselves with others.  We are to live our life as unto the Lord.




(4)  From union with Christ comes the doctrine of Adoption.  We are the heir of God and the joint-heir with the Son of God.  Also, we can never get out of this position in Christ (top circle).  This is a part of the doctrine of eternal security.  Winners and losers alike are in union with Christ forever.




(5)  This also is the basis for the formation of the royal family of God which is a distinct and unique characteristic of the Church Age.  Every believer in this dispensation is royal family of God.



e.  The equal opportunity of predestination is our very own spiritual life.  This is the means of fulfilling the plan of God.



f.  The result is given in Eph 1:11-12, “In whom also [positional sanctification] we have received an allotment [escrow blessings for time and eternity], having been predestined for the purpose of a predetermined plan from Him [Father] who works all things in conformity with the purpose of His will, in order that we [royal family of God] who first hoped in Christ should be for the praise of His glory.”
E.  Secondary spiritual assets come from the use of our primary spiritual assets.

1.  The four secondary assets are:



a.  Volitional Assets.




(1)  The issue in the execution of God’s will and plan for our life is advancing to spiritual maturity.  This is a matter of consistent and numerous good decisions made daily from a position of strength.  This requires the function of the two power options (filling of the Spirit and Bible doctrine in the soul) and three spiritual skills (being in fellowship with God, learning the will of God, and executing the will of God by use of the spiritual problem solving devices God has provided for us).




(2)  Glorifying God comes from many good decisions from a position of spiritual strength.  The position of strength is residence, function, and momentum inside your very own spiritual life.  The accumulated good decisions result in the believer becoming a winner and the recipient of his blessings for time.




(3)  The believer’s volition is the basis for establishing priorities in life and divine values.




(4)  In each stage of spiritual adulthood (spiritual self-confidence, spiritual autonomy, and spiritual maturity), our positive volition and our scale of values is tested.  Daily positive volition regarding Bible doctrine, not anything else, is the major issue in the Christian way of life.



b.  Production Assets or True Christian Service.




(1)  As a result of spiritual progress and straightening out our mental attitude, we begin to be motivated to do something for the Lord.  That motivation will reach its peak when we reach spiritual self-confidence.




(2)  True Christian service is a result of motivation from the mental attitude that only comes from Bible doctrine and produces divine good (doing what God wants, the exact way He wants it done).




(3)  Production assets are the sum total of our Christian service and the utilization of our spiritual gift(s).




(4)  Effective production is called gold, silver, and precious stones in 1 Cor 3:12, and is rewardable in eternity.   Negative production is called wood, hay and stubble (1 Cor 3:12), and it is burned at the Judgment Seat of Christ.  Positive production is effective service performed in the spiritual life and rewarded at the Judgment Seat of Christ.  Negative production is ineffective service performed while residing in the cosmic system and burned at the Judgment Seat of Christ.




 (5)  There are seven categories of Christian production.





(a)  Witnessing.  Evangelistic production results from two sources: the function of our royal ambassadorship in personal evangelism or witnessing and the function of the spiritual gift of evangelism.





(b)  Work in the local church.





(c)  Working for Christian service organizations.  However, the danger of these organizations is when they become a substitute for learning doctrine and spiritual growth.  These organizations often cause believers to lose their perspective and their momentum for Christ.  They can become a social club, causing the believer to first become shallow, then degenerate, and so he/she becomes a loser because he/she never comes close to executing the Christian way of life and glorifying God.





(d)  Missionary activity.





(e)  Service to the needy in a community.  There are many services one can perform to help the needy, and this can become the means of witnessing and communicating the truth.





(f)  Specialized functions, like working with young people, with handicapped people, with people whose privileges and opportunities are limited, so that they rarely get the chance to be exposed to good evangelism and Bible teaching.  Such people are usually used and exploited, but they are rarely exposed to the truth.





(g)  Function of our spiritual gift.




(6)  Civil disobedience and Christian activism do not constitute Christian service, but are the moral degeneracy of loser believers.  They blend Church and state, which should be kept separate in order for establishment and spiritual freedom to coexist.



c.  Undeserved Suffering Assets.




(1)  The undeserved suffering assets are providential preventative suffering, momentum testing, and evidence testing.




(2)  Each stage of spiritual adulthood has its own category of suffering for blessing.  The momentum pattern is spiritual self-confidence plus providential preventative suffering equals spiritual autonomy.  Spiritual autonomy plus momentum testing equals spiritual maturity.  Spiritual maturity plus evidence testing testify for God against Satan.




(3)  The fact that God administers to us suffering for blessing in each stage of spiritual adulthood is an asset.  Suffering for blessing is a blessing.  These sufferings are not given by the wisdom of God until we’ve advanced spiritually to where we can handle them.  Then undeserved suffering, or suffering for blessing, becomes one of the great secondary assets in your spiritual life.  They are an asset because they accelerate our spiritual growth.




(4)  These assets are on deposit for us and may or may not be given to us as assets.  It all depends on our volition and values.  We have the develop the capacity to appreciate them before God will give them to us.  Suffering for blessing is the opportunity for us to demonstrate as evidence in Satan’s appeal trial that in spite of unfairness in the world God is just, God is fair, and God is gracious.




(5)  So also, these three categories of suffering are blessing!  They are strictly designed for our blessing.  But if we don’t get them by advancing spiritually, then the alternative is: self-induced misery under the law of volitional responsibility and the three categories of divine discipline, which are not in our portfolio.  This is the stuff we bring on ourselves by our negative volition.




(6)  Suffering for blessing is for spiritual adults only.  To miss suffering for blessing is to miss the meaning of life!



d.  Invisible Impact Assets.




(1)  The portfolio of invisible spiritual assets provides for the royal family of God to have a spiritual impact on human history.  This impact is invisible and far more powerful than any human power recorded in human history.




(2)  The Church Age is called the dispensation of the fullness of time and the dispensation of the grace of God.  The role of the believer in this dispensation is for invisible impact in three categories: personal impact, historical impact, and international impact.





(a)  Personal impact is blessing by association with mature believers.  There are two kinds of blessing by association: direct blessing from God to a third party and indirect blessing from God by contact with the mature believer.






i.  Under direct blessing by association from God, any person associated with the mature believer becomes the third party.  Any person associated with a mature believer will receive direct blessing from God, whether that person is good or evil, believer or unbeliever.  This is a matter of grace, since all too often those so associated are losers or evil.  This often explains why the wicked prosper.  The degree of blessing is not taught in the Scripture, only the concept.  There are six categories of blessing by association: spiritual periphery, family periphery, social periphery, geographical periphery, and professional periphery, after death to the second and third generations and in rare cases to the fourth generation.






 ii.  Indirect or contact blessing is the second kind of personal impact.  This means that, by attainment of spiritual maturity, believers have become generous, thoughtful, considerate, humble, and pleasant people.  Therefore, they are a blessing to others in sharing both their spiritual and material prosperity.  Through fellowship or social contact, the mature believer shares accumulated wisdom acquired in his advance to maturity as well as material things.





(b)  Historical Impact is classified as the pivot or salt principle (Mt 5:13 and 9:50).  As goes the believer, so goes the client nation to God.  A large pivot of mature believers means the three-fold function of a client nation: maximum evangelism, effective Bible teaching, and dynamic missionary function.  This results in blessing, prosperity, and preservation of the client nation.  A small pivot means the administration of the various cycles of discipline to the client nation.  The perpetuation of a small pivot means the destruction of the client nation under the fifth cycle of discipline.





(c)  International Impact is the function of the local church in the client nation to God in sending out qualified missionaries to non-client nations.

F.  Personnel Assets:  Spiritual Gifts.

1.  Spiritual gifts are distributed by God the Holy Spirit at the point of salvation.  The Greek noun CHARISMA, which is used to describe these spiritual gifts, is based on the Greek word CHARIS, meaning ‘grace’.  All spiritual gifts are a matter of grace.


2.  Spiritual gifts are sovereignly given by the Holy Spirit to each believer at the point of salvation.  Therefore, a spiritual gift is never earned, deserved, or developed through any form of emotional experience.  The gift given represents the wisdom of the Holy Spirit. We are not given a more spectacular or visible gift because God anticipated that we’ll be more spiritual.  And we’re not given a more “invisible” gift because God anticipated that we would be negative anyhow.


3.  The initial distribution of spiritual gifts, from the Day of Pentecost, came from the Lord Jesus Christ.  He made the first distribution on the Day of Pentecost, ten days after His ascension, according to Eph 4:7-8.  But since that time, the Holy Spirit makes the distribution of spiritual gifts, according to Heb 2:4 and 1 Cor 12:11.  In several passages, spiritual gifts are ascribed to God without distinguishing which member of the Trinity is the Giver.  But today the Holy Spirit is the Giver.  1 Cor 12:11, “But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually just as He wills.”  This is one of the few New Testament references to the sovereignty of the Holy Spirit.


4.  Spiritual gifts are not earned, not deserved, not developed, and not acquired through any experience, especially an emotional experience.  Our spiritual gift becomes operational through normal spiritual growth.


5.  All believers have equal privilege and equal opportunity.  This means that the distinction between believers in the eyes of God is never related to appearance, personality, or any form of human achievement or alleged spiritual achievement.  The only distinction between believers is spiritual growth and spiritual gifts.


6.  God the Holy Spirit in His sovereign wisdom has provided different spiritual gifts, so that some difference in modus operandi exists in the body of Christ, just as different functions are assigned to different parts of the human body.


7.  The effectiveness of the spiritual gift depends upon two factors.



a.  The filling of the Holy Spirit, the absolute concept of experiential Christianity.



b.  The degree of spiritual growth, the relative concept of experiential Christianity.


8.  Spiritual gifts are the Father’s witness to the saving work of Christ and to His strategic victory in the angelic conflict.  They were distributed by God the Holy Spirit under that concept according to Heb 2:4 and Eph 4:8.

G.  The Unique Assets.

1.  The fourth category of assets in our portfolio of invisible spiritual assets is the unique assets for every Church Age believer.


2.  There are eleven assets in this category.



a.  The baptism of the Holy Spirit, which results in union with Christ or positional sanctification.  This creates a new spiritual species and the royal family of God.



b.  The protocol plan of God, which is unique to the Church Age.



c.  The equality factor.  This includes equal privilege and equal opportunity under both election and predestination.



d.  The provision of the spiritual problem solving devices as the only accurate means of the application of doctrine to experience.



e.  The two royal commissions: priest and ambassador.



f.  The mystery doctrine of the Church Age.



g.  The indwelling of each person of the Trinity.



h.  The availability of divine power to execute the plan of God.



i.  The dispensation of no prophesy.  We live in a dispensation of historical trends.



j.  The invisible impact of the invisible hero.



k.  Every Church Age believer is in full time Christian service.  This service is related to our spiritual gift, our royal priesthood, our royal ambassadorship, our invisible impact, and our establishment function (volition, marriage, family and nationalism).

H.  The Purpose of the Portfolio, Eph 1:6, 12, 14.

1.  Eph 1:6, “resulting in the praise the glory of His grace.”

2.  Eph 1:12, “in order that we should be for the praise of His glory.”

3.  Eph 1:14, “for the release of your assets for the praise of His glory.”
I.  The Importance of Our Portfolio, Heb 10:35-36.

1.  Heb 10:35-36, “Therefore, do not throw away as worthless your confidence which keeps on having rich distribution of blessing [invisible assets]; for you keep on having need of perseverance so that when you have done the will of God you may receive the deposit [escrow] which He has promised.”

2.  How do we throw away as worthless our confidence?  By our wrong priorities.  What is important to us?  What’s first on our scale of values?  What do we do when we have a free moment?


3.  Through Bible doctrine we will form a right scale of values.  Throwing away our confidence is to have a wrong scale of values, which produces wrong decisions and wrong actions.
J.  The Two Divine Guarantees of your Portfolio.

1.  The sealing of the Holy Spirit at salvation is the signature guarantee that we have a portfolio of invisible assets and eternal security.  Eph 1:13-14, “who is the guarantee of our inheritance for the release of your assets [property, possessions] for the praise of His glory.”  God the Holy Spirit also enters us into union with Christ and makes us joint-heirs with Christ.


2.  The indwelling of the Lord Jesus Christ as the Shekinah glory is the guarantee that blessing is available as part of our invisible assets.  Jn 14:20, “You are in Me, and I in you.”
K.  The Conclusion, Rom 11:33-36.  “Oh the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God!  How unsearchable are His decrees and unfathomable His ways!  For who has known the mind of the Lord, or who has become His counselor?  Or who has given to Him and not been compensated?  Because all things [our portfolio] are from the source of Him and through the agency of Him and for His purpose.  To Him be glory forever.  Amen.”
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