Col 2:19



 - is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and.”
 - is the negative OU meaning “not” plus the nominative of explanation from the masculine singular present active participle of the verb KRATEW, which means “to hold fast to someone or something.”  The negative OU is normally found with the indicative mood; however, whenever a Greek wanted to make a denial or state a prohibition emphatically, he was not fenced in by grammatical conventions from using OU with any of the moods.  In addition to its regular use with the indicative OU is frequently found in the papyri with the participle, apparently for the reason that it is the proper negative for a statement of fact.


The present tense is descriptive for what is not going on among certain believers who have rejected salvation by grace and the spiritual life.


The active voice indicates that certain apostate believers produce the action of the verb.


The participle is circumstantial to further describe the conditions of the situation.

, - is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun KEPHALĒ, meaning “the head.”  This is a reference to our Lord Jesus Christ as the authority over the body of Christ, the Church, the royal family of God, i.e., all Church Age believers.

“and not holding fast to the Head,”
 - is the preposition EK plus the ablative of source from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “from whom” and is a reference to our Lord Jesus Christ.

 - is the nominative subject from the neuter singular adjective PAS plus the generic use of the article and noun SWMA, meaning “all the body.”  This is a reference to the “body of Christ,” i.e., all believers in the Church Age.

“from Whom all the body,”
 - is the preposition DIA plus ablative of means from the feminine plural nouns HAPHĒ and SUNDESMOS, connected by the conjunction KAI, meaning “and.”  The Granville-Sharp rule applies here.  The rule states “When the copulative KAI connects two nouns of the same case, if the article HO or any of its cases precedes the first of the said nouns or participles, and is not repeated before the second noun or participle, the latter always relates to the same person that is expressed or described by the first noun or participle; i.e., it denotes a farther description of the first-named person.”  HAPHĒ was a medical technical term which means “joint, connection, ligament” and is also used in Eph 4:16 where it is correctly translated “joint.”  The word SUNDESMOS means “that which holds together, bonds, fastenings, the sinews of the body.”  The phrase is translated “through or by the joints and ligaments” and is a metaphor for the function of the pastor-teacher teaching doctrine, which doctrine then holds the congregation together mentally.

 - is the appositional nominative neuter singular present passive participle from the verb EPICHOREGEW, which means “to be supplied, provided for, or to be supported.”  It was the Greek word used to describe the financial support provided by a rich benefactor who paid the salary of the singers in the Greek chorus.


The present tense is durative for that which has begun in the past and continues into the present.  There have always been and there will always be qualified and trained men ready to teach the word of God.


The passive voice indicates that the entire body receives the action of the verb.


The participle is circumstantial.

 - is the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the nominative neuter singular present passive participle from the verb SUMBIBAZW, which means “to bring together, unite, hold together.”

The present tense is durative (see above).


The passive voice indicates that the entire body receives the action of the verb.


The participle is circumstantial.

“being supplied and held together by the joints and ligaments [communicators of God’s word: apostles and pastor-teachers],”
 - is the third person singular present active indicative from the verb AUXZANW, which means “to grow, increase.”

The present tense is descriptive for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that the body of Christ produces the action of the verb.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

 - is the cognate accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun AUXZĒSIS, which means “growth” plus the ablative of source from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “from God.”  When an accusative of the direct object contains the same idea signified by the verb, it is called a cognate accusative, the use being for emphasis.

“keeps on growing the growth from God.”

Col 2:19 corrected translation
“and not holding fast to the Head, from whom all the body, being supplied and held together by the joints and ligaments [communicators of God’s word: apostles and pastor-teachers], keeps on growing the growth from God.”
Explanation:
1.  Paul continues his thought by clarifying that these pre-Gnostic Judaizers were not unbelievers, but believers; for they had not held fast to the Head—the Lord Jesus Christ.  They had reverted from following the doctrines of Christ and were now teaching a different gospel.  Therefore they were in spiritual reversion (going backward, that is, back to their pagan beliefs) or Christian degeneracy.
2.  In contrast to their teaching, the apostle places before the Colossians and us the system, which the Lord had instituted.  Just as the physical body is held together by joints and ligaments, tendons and connective tissue, so the entire body of believers is held together by the teaching of apostles, prophets, and pastor-teachers.  This is accomplished by the inculcation of correct, accurate, orthodox doctrine.  This doctrine includes such things as:


a.  Salvation is by faith alone in Christ alone.


b.  Salvation is a matter of grace, provided by God to all who believe in our Lord Jesus Christ.


c.  Jesus Christ is both truly God and truly man.


d.  Jesus Christ is the eternal Son of God the Father and coequal with God the Father and God the Holy Spirit.


e.  Jesus Christ went to the Cross of His own free will and died spiritually for us by receiving the just punishment for our sins as a substitute for us.


f.  Jesus Christ died physically after His work of salvation was finished, was buried, and rose from the dead three days later.


g.  Jesus Christ appeared to men in His resurrection body, was raised into heaven, and is now seated at the right hand of God the Father for all eternity.


h.  The word of God is the mind of Christ and has been provided in total to the royal family of God—Church Age believers—for their edification and spiritual growth.


i.  Spiritual growth comes through the perception of Bible doctrine as taught by men with spiritual communication gifts.

3.  A parallel passage is found in Eph 4:16, which states, “Because of whom [Lord Jesus Christ], the entire body, being joined together [baptism of Spirit], and being inculcated by every joint of supply [spiritual communicators] on the basis of the operational power [omnipotence of Holy Spirit], in measure, one [pastor-teacher] for each part [congregation]; He Himself causes the growth of the body resulting in its edification by means of virtue-love.”
4.  In spite of the false teachers and their rejection of Christ, the body of Christ keeps on growing.  There will always be false teachers in the world.  Satan will continue to counterfeit the true gospel and the accurate teaching of the word of God.  However, greater is He who is in us than he who is in the world.

5.  Spiritual growth is from God.


a.  God does all the work and gets all the credit; we get all the blessing.


b.  Our positive volition to doctrine is non-meritorious.  It is God the Holy Spirit who teaches our human spirit, who causes us to understand vocabulary and categories, who brings doctrine from our memory center into our frame of reference to meet the attacks of adversity in life.


c.  It is God the Holy Spirit who gives us biblical norms and standards and motivates us to apply doctrine.  We only have to use our volition.

6.  In view of all these things “what sort of persons must we become in a dedicated-to-God lifestyle, even the spiritual life,” 2 Pet 3:11.

7.  Peter gives a related thought in 2 Pet 3:18a, “but continue to grow in the sphere of grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”  We keep on growing the growth from God in the sphere of grace of knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ through the teaching ministry of God the Holy Spirit and the function of men with spiritual communication gifts.  It is the entire system, which Paul describes in 1 Cor 2:9-16:

 1 Cor 2:9, “‘Things which the eye has not seen and the ear has not heard, in fact it has not entered into the heart of man,’ the things which God has prepared for those who keep on loving Him.”

1 Cor 2:10, “But God has revealed [them] to us through the Spirit; for the [human] spirit investigates all things, even the deep things of God.”

1 Cor 2:11, “For who among mankind understands human matters except the man’s inner self [spirit] which [is] in him?  In the same manner also divine matters no one comprehends except the Spirit of God.”

1 Cor 2:12, “Now we have not received the spirit of this world [cosmic thinking], but the spirit which [is] from God [the Holy Spirit], in order that we might understand the things which have been graciously given to us by God,”
1 Cor 2:13, “which things we are also communicating, not by means of the teachings from human wisdom, but by means of the teachings from the Spirit by explaining [comparing, combining, interpreting] spiritual things to the spiritual ones.”

1 Cor 2:14, “But the soulish man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and so he is not able to understand, because they are spiritually examined.”

1 Cor 2:15, “But the spiritual man examines [and discerns] all [spiritual] things, yet he himself is examined [and discerned] by no one.”

1 Cor 2:16, “‘For who has known the thinking of the Lord, so that he should instruct Him?’  But we have the thinking of Christ [the word of God].”
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