Col 2:18
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 - is the nominative subject from the masculine singular adjective MĒDEIS used as a substantive.  It means “no one, any one.”
 - is the third person singular present active imperative from the verb KATABRABEUW, which means “to decide against (as an umpire); rob of a reward, prize; condemn, disqualify.”

The present tense is a descriptive present to indicate that which is now going on.  The Judaizers were trying to rob the Colossian believers of their escrow blessings for time and eternity by encouraging them to become involved in ritual works as the means of executing the Christian way of life.


The active voice indicates that all believers are to produce the action of the verb, not allowing anyone to distract them from living the spiritual life by believing the false doctrine that human good performed in the energy of the flesh is the means of executing the protocol plan of God for the Church.


The imperative mood is a command.  The imperative mood in the present tense is a command to stop doing something that has already begun.

 - is the accusative direct object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you all.”
 - is the appositional nominative masculine singular present active participle from the verb THELW, which means “to wish, desire, will, take pleasure in.”

The present tense is descriptive to indicate what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that believers with false doctrine in their souls produce the action of the verb.


The participle is circumstantial.  It is translated “who takes pleasure in.”
- is the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the feminine singular noun TAPEINOPHROSUNĒ, which means “[pseudo] humility” here in the sense of self-effacement or pseudo humility.

 - is the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the locative of sphere from the feminine singular noun THRĒSKEIA, which means “the worship, religious service, cult.”
, - is the objective genitive masculine plural from the article and noun AGGELOS, which means “of angels.”
“Let no one who takes pleasure in [pseudo] humility and the worship of angels rob you of reward,”
 - is the accusative direct object from the neuter plural relative pronoun HOS.  This accusative acts as the object of the participle which follows.  A demonstrative pronoun is frequently concealed or embedded within the relative pronoun in such a way that both pronouns stand in the same case, as here.  The word is translated “those things which.”  This relative also functions as the subject of the verb HORAW, which follows.  It is the object of the participle and subject of a finite verb.
 - is the third person singular perfect active indicative from the verb HORAW, which means “to see, understand.”  It is translated “he has seen.”

The perfect tense is a dramatic perfect, which emphasizes the results of the action.  It is used to describe a fact in an unusually vivid and realistic way.


The active voice indicates that these false teachers produce the action of the verb.


The indicative mood is used for a simple statement of fact.

, - is the nominative masculine singular present active participle from the verb EMBATEUW; a technical term of the mystery religions which referred to a person who while being initiated into the mystery cult entered into the sanctuary, saw a vision, and now “takes a stand” on what he believes based on what he saw in the vision.  It is translated “taking his stand on.”  It also means, “to stand upon, to come into possession of something, to enter upon, to invade, to investigate.”

The present tense is an aorist present which presents a fact without reference to progress.


The active voice indicates that the false teachers produce the action of the verb.


The participle is circumstantial, describing the basis for the false teachers pseudo humility and worship of angels.

 - is the adverb EIKĒ, which means “without cause, without reason, groundlessly.”
“taking his stand without cause on those things which he has seen,”
 - is the appositional nominative masculine singular present passive participle of the verb PHUSIOW, which means to “blow up, puff up, make proud or arrogant.”

The present tense is a static present for a condition which is assumed as perpetually existing or to be ever taken for granted as a fact.


The passive voice indicates that these false teachers receive the action of the verb by their own arrogant thoughts.


The participle is circumstantial, adding an additional thought to the main verb.

 - is the preposition HUPO plus the ablative of means from the masculine singular article and noun NOUS, meaning “by the thinking, thought.”
, - is the subjective genitive from the feminine singular article and noun SARX, plus the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun.  It is translated “of his flesh.”  This is a reference to the old sin nature.

“being puffed up by the thinking of his flesh [sin nature].”
Col 2:18 corrected translation
“Let no one who takes pleasure in [pseudo] humility and the worship of angels rob you of reward, taking his stand without cause on those things which he has seen, being puffed up by the thinking of his flesh [old sin nature].”
Explanation:
1.  Paul continues his discourse with another command to believers to not allow legalists to rob them of their blessings for time and eternity.


a.  He further defines these legalists as those who take pleasure in humility.  This is not the true humility of grace orientation to life and others, doctrinal orientation to life and circumstances, but the pseudo humility produced by the religious, moral, holier than thou type of Christian.  They take great pride in their so-called humility and draw attention to themselves and how humble they are.



(1)  Truly humble believers never make an issue of themselves or their humility.  They make an issue of the gospel and the Lord Jesus Christ without taking any credit to themselves.



(2)  Truly humble believers are preoccupied with the Lord Jesus Christ rather than full of the self-absorption of their own importance.



(3)  Truly humble believers are dependent upon the justice of God, the provision of God, and the timing of God rather than upon their own abilities, their own strengths, and their own sense of what is best for them.


b.  These legalists are also those persons who believe in and practice the worship of angels, saints, anyone other than the Lord Jesus Christ.  An obvious example of this is the attitude of the Catholic Church toward angels, Mary the mother of the humanity of our Lord, and great believers or so-called “saints.”
2.  The basis for the legalist’s beliefs came from his initiation into the cult.  The initiation is described by S. Angus, professor of New Testament and Historical Theology at St. Andrew’s College in his book The Mystery-Religions, pp76-112.


a.  Preparations for Initiation.



(1)  The Mysteries were personal religions whose adherents were volunteers admitted on evidence of their sincerity and fitness for membership.



(2)  The person who desired to join a mystery cult had a tremendous obligation to perpetual secrecy as to what was said and transacted behind the closed doors during the initiation—an obligation so scrupulously observed through the centuries that not one account of the secrets of the holy of holies of the Mysteries has been published to gratify the curiosity of historians.  The secrecy kept inviolate the details of what occurred during the ceremonial transactions of the revelation in the shrine, the exact enactment of the cult drama, and the interpretation of its legend.  It was a crime of the most heinous character to divulge the Mystery-secrets.  However, this vow of secrecy did not extend to all the elements of the Mystery.



(3)  Initiation began with confession of sin to the priests of the cult.  This was followed by baptisms or purifications.  In Gnosticism, baptism was more important than even in orthodox Christianity.



(4)  Next came the offering of sacrifices to the god of the cult.



(5)  This was followed by various ascetic acts—prolonged fasts, severe bodily mutilations, pilgrimages to holy places, public confession of sin, contributions to the church funds.



(6)  Finally, there were other admission rites or customs, such as the reception of a new name, the reading of the cult scriptures, the mastery of some secret formulae, enthusiastic dancing, enforced silences, veiling, putting on of new robes, the offering of incense, roaring like a wild animal, and drinking alcoholic liquors.


b.  The Initiation and Communion.



(1)  Initiation was considered as a `death’ from which believers arose through rebirth.  For this reason the hour of midnight was often chosen as the most appropriate hour for initiation.



(2)  The appeal was to the eye, the imagination, and the emotions rather than to the intellect, the main purpose being to induce the new convert (by hallucination, hypnotism, or suggestion) to experience his identification with deity.  Through his experience the initiate was regenerated or born again.



(3)  A part of regeneration and common to all the Mysteries was faith in communion or identification with God.  The initiate was brought into a mystic condition in which the normal functions of personality were in abeyance and the moral strivings which form character virtually ceased or were relaxed, while the emotional and intuitive aspects were accentuated.  Physically this condition was one of anesthesia, unconscious of pain or of anything hostile or disconcerting in the surroundings.  The objective was to be lifted above your normal empirical and rational senses into a state of ecstasy, in which you would behold a beautiful demon produced vision and by this to come into union with God.  The experience was sought through ecstasy, resulting in various kinds of physical and sensuous or aesthetic and intellectual states.  These states were called Ecstasy and Enthusiasm.  They were induced by fasting, whirling dances, physical stimuli, meditation on sacred objects, stirring music, inhalation of fumes (drugs), wild emotional ecstatics, hallucination, suggestion.  These two abnormal states of consciousness were said to be “men going out of themselves to be wholly established in the Divine and to be enraptured.”  In ecstasy, the convert was lifted above the level of his ordinary experience into an abnormal consciousness of an exhilarating condition in which the body ceased to be a hindrance to the soul.  Ecstasy might be of a passive character resembling a trance, or of an active orgiastic character of excitation resembling what Plato calls `divine frenzy.’
“In ecstasy, in the freeing of the soul from the hampering confinement of the body, in its communion with the deity, powers arise within it of which it knows nothing in the daily life hampered by the body.  It now becomes free as spirit to hold communion with spirits: also released from transiency, it is endowed with capacities to behold what only the eyes of the spirit can behold, that which is removed beyond time and space.”

c.  A perfect example of “taking his stand without cause on those things which he has seen, being puffed up by the thinking of his flesh” can be seen in the words of Apuleius concerning his initiation into the cult of Isis, “Hear, therefore, but believe what is true.  I approached the confines of Death and trod the threshold of Proserpina.  I was carried through all the elements and returned again.  In the middle of the night, I saw the sun gleaming in radiant splendor.  I approached into the presence of the gods below and the gods celestial and worshipped before their feet.  Behold, I have told you things which, although you have heard them, you must not understand.”
Doctrine of the Mystery
A.  Introduction.

1.  The word “mystery” refers to the doctrine pertaining to the Church Age.  It is called a mystery because it was never revealed in Old Testament times.


2.  Paul states in Rom 16:25-26, Col 1:25-26 and Eph 3:3-6 that this mystery is now revealed.


3.  The content of the mystery doctrine was first prophesied by our Lord Jesus Christ in Jn 14:20, Acts 1:5-8.


4.  The primary function of the pastor-teacher is to communicate this mystery doctrine.  It is the pastor’s job to uphold the mystery, to inculcate, to repeat and teach the mystery.



a.  1 Cor 4:1, “Let a person regard us [pastors] as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God.”


b.  1 Cor 2:7, “But we communicate God’s wisdom in a mystery, the hidden assets which God predestined before the ages to our glory.”


c.  1 Tim 3:9, “With a pure conscience, keep holding the mystery, even the [Church Age] doctrine.”
B.  Etymology and Isagogics.

1.  The Greek word MUSTERION means mystery.  Paul took this noun away from its reference to the secrets of ancient mystery cults, and used it in technical, theological language to indicate that the Church Age doctrine was totally unknown in Old Testament times.  This noun is, generally in the plural, referring to a number of doctrines not known in the Old Testament.


2.  The essence of the ancient mysteries are the Greek fraternities and their secret doctrines and secret modus operandi.  Only those who were initiated into the fraternity knew the mystery doctrine or their secrets.


3.  Some of the famous mystery cults included Ileuses adopted by Athens.  Isis, the cult of Egypt, spread to Corinth.  The mystery sorority of Dionysus for women only included dancing, drinking, drugs, ecstatics, madness, lesbianism, ritual shouting, and human sacrifice.  The mystery cult of Mithras was for men only; the male worshippers of Sybille castrated themselves in the frenzy of the rites.  The Orphic mystery cults centered on the singer Orpheus.  It emphasized purification, and the means whereby the soul might escape the body and ascend into the realm of the blessed.  A tremendous amount of human sacrifice was related to these cults.


4.  The mystery cults of the ancient world were based on Greek, Egyptian, and Roman mythology.  Most of these mystery fraternities were related to the gods of the underworld, or goddesses like Demeter, Dionysus, Sybille, Adonis, and Isis.  They are related to the growth of crops: they die in the winter, come back in the spring.  Thus, human sacrifices were offered in the winter so that in the spring everything would come back.


5.  Every Hellenistic fraternity had secret doctrines and cultic rites in which the destinies of the gods were portrayed, and those initiated were supposed to share the fate of these gods.


6.  Therefore, a vocabulary was developed in the Attic Greek.



a.  The Greek word MUEW means to be initiated into the mysteries of the fraternity.  This initiation was comprised of inculcation and teaching someone the secrets and doctrines of the fraternity which were never to be revealed to outsiders.  So to be initiated meant to learn so as to pass the test, so that you know what your fraternity stood for.



b.  The Greek word MUSTĒ referred to those who were initiated, to those who persevered until they actually learned all the fraternity doctrine.



c.  The MUSTIKOS was used for the secret rites of the doctrines that had to be learned.  So all the doctrines were called MUSTIKOS.



d.  The word MUSTERION came down into the Koine and is used in the New Testament.  MUSTERION referred to the content of the doctrine, the actual principles and points that had to be learned.  MUSTERION was used to describe the false doctrines of these ancient Greek fraternities.  But the apostle Paul took this noun away from the Greek fraternities and Gnostic cosmology and gave it, under the ministry of the Holy Spirit, a Biblical definition which stands in the word of God forever.  While most of the attic Greek words remained in the realm of demonism, false doctrine, cults, promiscuity, human sacrifice, MUSTERION is used twenty-three times in the New Testament.  Paul uses it twenty-one times.


7.  Jesus Christ used the noun for the first time when He first presented Church Age doctrine to the disciples in Mt 13:11 and Mk 4:10-11.  A parable is a story about some common event designed to teach something.  The disciples were trying to understand why our Lord taught in the form of parables.  Our Lord answered in Mt 13:11, “To you it has been given to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them [unbelievers] it has not been given.”


a.  Jesus was explaining why He was teaching Jewish eschatology in parables.  The Jewish unbeliever could understand the narrative but not the doctrine.  Therefore, the doctrine was a mystery in that it was unknown to the Jewish unbeliever.  The believers would be taught and therefore understand the doctrine being taught in the parable; the unbelievers could only understand the events of the story.



b.  Church Age doctrine has not been given to unbelievers.

So mystery means something that can only be understood by those who are in the fraternity, i.e., every believer in Jesus Christ.


8.  In Pauline doctrine, mystery refers to the Church Age which was totally unknown to the Old Testament writers, but is now revealed to Church Age believers, Col 1:26-27; Rom 16:25-26.  Mystery designates the complete blackout of Church Age doctrine to the Old Testament writers before our Lord came in the flesh.

C.  The Divine Blackout of the Mystery Doctrine in Old Testament Times.

1.  The Church Age and its unique doctrines are classified as the mystery.


2.  The mystery is the sum total of the unique doctrines of the Church Age.  The mechanics of salvation is not a mystery.  The mystery begins with the Church Age believer after salvation, i.e., what is the Christian way of life.


3.  None of the following unique doctrines were known to the Old Testament writers of Scripture:  the baptism of the Holy Spirit with its eight results, the new spiritual species of the royal family of God, the unique protocol plan of God with its precisely correct procedure, the equal privilege and equal opportunity of every Church Age believer to execute the plan of God, our portfolio of invisible assets, the unique royal commissions of the royal priesthood and the royal ambassadorship, the indwelling of each member of the Trinity in the body of every Church Age believer, the 100% availability of divine power (the omnipotence of the Father, Son, and Spirit), and the dispensation of invisible heroes having personal, national, international, and angelic impact.


a.  Rom 16:25-26, “Now to Him who is able to stabilize you according to my Gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery which was kept secret for long ages past [Old Testament], but is now manifested even by the Scriptures of the New Testament prophets according to the mandate of the eternal God.  It has now been made known to all Gentiles for obedience to the doctrine.”


b.  Col 1:25-26, “Of which [Church Age] I have become a minister according to the standard of the dispensation of God, which was given to me for the purpose of teaching it to you to fill up your deficiency of the word of God; that is, the mystery which has been hidden from past dispensations and generations but now has been revealed to His saints.”

4.  Church Age doctrine was blacked out in the Old Testament.  There are many Old Testament passages, which could have mentioned the Church Age but passed over it.  Between the following passages the Church Age occurred and so could have been revealed, but it was passed over in silence: Dan 2:40()41, 7:23()24, 8:22()23, 11:35()36; Hos 5:15()6:1.

D.  The Communication of Mystery Doctrine in the Church Age.

1.  There are two categories of communicators of this mystery doctrine of the Church Age.



a.  The apostles communicated mystery doctrine in the pre-Canon period of the Church Age, and some wrote it down, especially Paul after being confined in the first Roman imprisonment.



b.  The pastor-teacher communicates the mystery doctrine in the post-Canon period of the Church Age to his generation as he is prepared to do so.


2.  1 Cor 2:7, “But we communicate God’s wisdom in a mystery, the hidden assets which God predestined before the ages to our glory.”

3.  1 Cor 4:1, “Let mankind regard us [Paul, Apollos, Peter] in this manner as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God.”  The same principle is found in Eph 3:7-9.


4.  1 Tim 3:9, “With a pure conscience, keep holding the mystery, even doctrine.”

5.  Col 2:2, “That their right lobes may be encouraged, having been held together by means of virtue love, and resulting in all the riches from the full assurance of technical knowledge [insight] resulting in epignosis knowledge of God’s mystery; that is, Christ.”

6.  One of the functions of the pastor-teacher is described in Eph 3:9, “And to make perspicuous what is the dispensation of the mystery.”  The context is Eph 3:2-6, “Inasmuch as you have heard about the dispensation of the grace of God which was given to me for your benefit, that through revelation the mystery doctrine was made known to me just as I have already written briefly.  By reading this, you ought to be able to understand my technical knowledge about the mystery of Christ which was not made known to mankind in other ages, so that it has now been revealed to His holy apostles, even the prophets, by the Spirit; that Gentiles are fellow-heirs and members together of the same body and sharers together of the same promises in Christ Jesus through the Gospel.”  Never before in human history has the grace policy of God promised so much for the ordinary believer, no matter how insignificant his life may be.
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