Col 2:14



- is the nominative masculine singular aorist active participle from the verb EXZALEIPHW, which means “to wipe away, wipe out, erase, remove, destroy, obliterate, or blot out.”

The aorist tense is culminative.  It views the judgment of our sins in its entirety but regards it from the viewpoint of the existing results—our personal sins are no longer held against us for judgment.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “have.”

The active voice indicates that God the Father produces the action.


The circumstantial participle precedes the action of the main verb “He made us alive together with Him.”
 - is the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and noun CHEIROGRAPHON, meaning “a hand written document; the certificate of indebtedness.”
 - is the preposition KATA plus the ablative of opposition from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW.  It is translated “against us.”
 - is the instrumental of means from the neuter plural article and noun DOGMA, meaning “decree, ordinance, decision, command, requirements.”  It is translated “by means of the decrees.”  These decrees of indebtedness were codified in the Mosaic Law.

“having erased the certificate of indebtedness against us by means of the decrees”
 - is the nominative neuter singular subject from the relative pronoun HOS, meaning “which” and refers back to the certificate of indebtedness, plus the third person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb EIMI, “to be.”

The imperfect tense is an imperfect of duration, which describes the action as continuing to take place in past time.  It is translated “continued to be.”

The active voice indicates that the certificate of indebtedness produced the action of the verb.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

- is the predicate nominative from the neuter singular adjective HUPENANTIOS, which means “opposed, contrary, or hostile.”
, - is the dative of disadvantage from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “against us.”
“which continued to be hostile against us;”
 - is the explanatory or epexegetical use of the conjunction KAI, and should be translated “that is.”
 - is the accusative direct object from the third person neuter singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as the personal pronoun, meaning “it.”  It refers to the certificate of indebtedness.

 - is the third person singular perfect active indicative from the verb AIRW, which means “to lift up, lift up and carry away, remove, or take away.”

The perfect tense is a dramatic perfect, which describes a fact in an unusually vivid and realistic way.  It emphasizes the results of the action and places emphasis upon the existing state.  God has emphatically and perfectly removed the certificate of indebtedness of sin from us forever.  It is a done deed.


The active voice indicates that God the Father produced the action of the verb when He judged Jesus Christ on the Cross.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

 - is the preposition EK plus the ablative of separation from the neuter singular article and adjective MESOS, meaning “out from the middle.”  Sin was the barrier between God and man which had to be removed from between the two parties before there could be any reconciliation between God and man.

“that is, He removed it out from the middle”
 - is the appositional nominative masculine singular aorist active participle from the verb PROSĒLOW, which means “to nail.”

The aorist tense is culminative.  It views the nailing of Christ to the Cross for judgment of our sins in its entirety but regards it from the viewpoint of the existing results—our personal sins were literally identified with Him as He was nailed on the Cross and judged.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “having.”

The active voice indicates that God the Father produces the action permitting Christ to be nailed to the Cross for judgment.


The circumstantial participle precedes the action of the main verb “He removed the certificate of debt from the middle.”
 - is the accusative direct object from the third person neuter singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as the third person personal pronoun, meaning “it” and referring to the certificate of indebtedness.

: - is the locative of place from the masculine singular article and the noun STAUROS, meaning “to the Cross.”
Col 2:14 corrected translation
“having erased the certificate of indebtedness against us by means of the decrees, which continued to be hostile against us; that is, He removed it out from the middle, having nailed it to the Cross.”
Explanation:
1.  Paul continues his explanation of what was done for us by God the Father prior to making us alive together with Him by explaining what he meant when he said that God the Father forgave us all our sins.

2.  God forgave us our sins by erasing the I.O.U., which He held against us.  The certificate of debt is a gambling term for an I.O.U. held by the person who won the wager against the person who lost the wager.  The loser cannot pay his debt, yet he still owes the winner compensation.  In our case, there is nothing we can do to pay the debt.  So our Lord Jesus Christ had to pay the debt for us.

3.  This certificate of debt was contained in the judgments, ordinances, and decrees against personal sin contained within the Mosaic Law; for the law taught us that we were hopelessly sinful by nature.  Rom 3:19, “Now we know that whatever the Law says, it speaks to those who are under the Law, that every mouth may be closed, and all the world may become accountable to God.”  In fact, the Mosaic Law continued to condemn us for our spiritual death and personal sins.

4.  But God took that certificate of indebtedness and gave it to Christ, who then went to the Cross and died spiritually and was judged for our sins.  In so doing, our Lord removed the barrier of sin between God and man.

5.  Review the doctrine of mediatorship in Col 1:20.

The Barrier between God and Man.

1.  The barrier problems of the unbeliever are removed by Christ’s work.

*  Real spiritual death


*
Jesus Christ’s substitutionary spiritual death

*  Personal sins


*
Unlimited Atonement

*  Curse of the Law: impossible
*
Redemption: Jesus Christ paid

for man to fulfill the morality

for our freedom by being made a curse for us

required by the Law.

*  Holiness of God (+R, Justice)
*
Propitiation, God the Father satisfied with the work 






of Christ.



a.  Each one of these items shows what God has done for the entire human race.  So now there is no barrier, only an invisible line.  Man steps across that line and procures eternal salvation by simply believing in the Lord Jesus Christ, because on the Cross all the work for salvation was accomplished entirely by Him.



b.  These barrier points are the issue in presenting the Gospel.  For example, sin is no longer an issue.  All sin was already judged.



c.  Real spiritual death.




(1)  Under the doctrine of selection, human life is imputed to the human soul.  God has a purpose for each member of the human race.  This is proven by the fact He gave us human life.




(2)  Simultaneously, Adam’s original sin was imputed to the genetically formed old sin nature, producing real spiritual death.  Gen 2:17; Rom 5:12, 6:23; Eph 2:1.




(3)  Spiritual death means total helplessness to have a relationship with God.




(4)  The old sin nature, spiritual death, and the imputation of Adam’s original sin form a barrier between God and man, which prevents man from ever having any relationship with God.




(5)  Real spiritual death is solved by the substitutionary spiritual death of Jesus Christ on the Cross.  This means Jesus Christ received the penalty for all our sins when they were imputed to Him and judged, 1 Pet 2:24; 1 Pet 3:18; 2 Cor 5:21.



d.  Personal sins.




(1)  The manifestations of this barrier come in the form of personal sins.  When tempted by the old sin nature, our volition chooses to sin.  Rom 1:18-32, 3:9-23; Gal 5:19-21; 1 Tim 1:14-16.  Gal 6:7 tells us that we manufacture our own misery through our own self-determination.




(2)  When Christ received the imputation of our sins, He removed the barrier between God and man.  This is reconciliation for all mankind.  As God, Jesus Christ can have nothing to do with sin.  Sins were imputed to Christ’s humanity and judged.  This is why the sins of the world were carried “in His body.”



(3)  All personal sins were judged and removed from the barrier under the doctrine of unlimited atonement as taught in 2 Cor 5:14, 15, 19; 1 Tim 2:6, 4:10; Tit 2:11; Heb 2:9; 1 Jn 2:2.



e.  The curse of the Law is found in Eph 2:15; 1 Tim 1:8-11; Rom 3:9-23, 4:15, 5:20, 7:14; Gal 3:10-11.




(1)  In effect, the curse of the Law puts us in the slave market of sin.  Our freedom from the slave market must be purchased.




(2)  The doctrine of redemption teaches that we are redeemed from the slave market of sin by the saving work of Christ on the Cross, Ps 34:22; Gal 3:13; Eph 1:7; 1 Pet 1:18-19; Tit 2:14.



f.  The holiness or integrity of God is composed of His justice and perfect righteousness.




(1)  Rom 3:23, “All have sinned and come short of the glory of God.”  The glory of God refers to His perfect righteousness (+R).




(2)  We have negative righteousness; God has perfect righteousness.  -R can never have fellowship with +R.




(3)  The doctrine of propitiation removes the barrier of the holiness of God.  God the Father is satisfied with the work of God the Son.  When Christ’s work was finished, God the Father gave His approval under the doctrine of propitiation.  God the Father is never satisfied with any work man can do; He is only satisfied with the work of Christ on the Cross.



g.  Therefore, there are four doctrines, which describe reconciliation for the entire human race:  unlimited atonement, expiation, propitiation, and redemption.  The entire human race is the recipient of these doctrines, which completely wipe out the barrier between God and mankind.  There is peace between man and God because of these four doctrines.



h.  Therefore, since no barrier exists, any person can step over the line and enter into a relationship with God or be reconciled to God through personal faith in Jesus Christ.



i.  So since peace exists, the peace treaty must be ratified.  Therefore, “believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved.”  Eph 2:8-9, “For by grace are you saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is a gift of God, not of works lest any man should boast.”


j.  So all we do is simply believe in Jesus Christ.  The work for salvation has already been accomplished.



k.  2 Cor 5:19, “Namely, that God [Father] by means of Christ [agent of reconciliation] was reconciling the world [unlimited atonement] to Himself by not imputing their sins to them.”  Our sins were never imputed to us for judgment; they were all imputed to Jesus Christ.  He is our substitute; He took our place.



l.  Col 1:20, “And through Him [Son], to reconcile all things to Himself [Father], having made peace through the blood of the Cross through Him [Son], whether things on earth or things in heaven.”  The blood of the Cross refers to the saving work of Christ on the Cross.  It includes all four doctrines.


2.  The barrier problems of the believer.  When any member of the human race believes in Christ, certain additional things occur which forever remove the barrier between God and the new believer.

Barrier Problems for Believers
Barrier Problems Removed by Work 
of Christ on Cross for 





Believers

*  Physical birth: born


*  Regeneration: born again with eternal life imputed to the

physically alive but


human spirit 

spiritually dead.




*  Relative righteousness,

*  God imputes His perfect righteousness to us with three

self-righteousness.  


 results: justification, logistical grace, and God’s personal 





 love.

*  Position in Adam.


*  Positional sanctification in Christ.



a.  In physical birth, we are born with the genetic transfer of the old sin nature, Rom 5:12.  This part of the barrier cannot be removed apart from faith in Christ.




(1)  Regeneration is the work of God the Holy Spirit at the moment we believe in Christ.  The Holy Spirit creates a human spirit, and God the Father imputes eternal life to that human spirit.  This is “the renewal of the Holy Spirit” taught in Tit 3:5.  Also see 1 Pet 1:23 and Jn 3:1-18.




(2)  When we are born into this world, soul life is imputed by God the Father.  When we believe in Jesus Christ, we are said to be born again because eternal life is imputed to our Spirit-created human spirit, Jn 3.




(3)  As believers we now have two categories of life:  soul life and eternal life.




(4)  Regeneration along with expiation removes every barrier with regard to physical birth, i.e., that we cannot live forever.



b.  The second problem is that we have relative righteousness.  “All our righteousnesses are as filthy rags in His sight,” Isa 64:6.




(1)  Our human self-righteousness as a barrier is removed by two grace functions from God.





(a)  The imputation of divine righteousness, Rom 3:22, resulting in justification and permitting God to love the believer personally.





(b)  The imputation of logistical grace to that perfect righteousness.




(2)  This second item is removed by simply believing in Christ, at which time we receive the imputation of divine righteousness, Rom 3:22; 1 Cor 3:30; 2 Cor 5:21; Phil 3:9.  Rom 5:1, “Therefore, being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.”



(3)  The imputation of divine righteousness instantly results in justification, Rom 4:1-5, 25, 5:1, 9, 8:30; Gal 2:16; Rom 3:11; Tit 3:7.



c.  Our position in Adam is also resolved when we believe in Christ.  1 Cor 15:22, “in Adam all die, but in Christ shall all be made alive.”



(1)  At salvation, God the Holy Spirit enters every believer into union with Christ; this is the baptism of the Holy Spirit.  This makes us royal family and the heirs of God.  This removes our position in Adam.




(2)  So our position in Adam is replaced by position in Christ through the baptism of the Holy Spirit.



d.  Three doctrines tell us what is accomplished for believers only in reconciliation: regeneration, imputation of divine righteousness plus justification, and baptism of the Holy Spirit.



e.  Therefore, God has established the basis of unity among believers in reconciliation.




(1)  God the Holy Spirit has established the basis of unity among believers by regeneration, giving all believers the same eternal life.




(2)  God the Father imputing His righteousness establishes the basis for unity among believers, giving all believers the same perfect righteousness.




(3)  God the Holy Spirit entering each believer into union with the person of Christ has established the basis for unity among believers.



f.  So at the very moment of salvation, there exists EIRĒNĒ or harmony with God.  Therefore, being entered into the royal family of God, these doctrines that establish our reconciliation with God provide the basis for harmony among members of the royal family.

6

