Col 2:13



 - is the emphatic use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “Nevertheless.”
 - is the accusative of general reference from the masculine second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you,” which is used as part of an accusative of general reference and therefore acts as the subject of the accusative plural participle EIMI which follows.

 - is the accusative direct object from the masculine plural noun NEKROS, meaning “dead ones.”
 - is the accusative second person masculine plural present active participle from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be,” which with HUMAS forms the rest of the accusative absolute.


The present tense is as gnomic or static present for a condition which is assumed as perpetually existing or to be taken for granted as a fact.


The active voice indicates that all members of the human race produce the action of the verb.  We are all spiritually dead at birth.


The participle is concessive, denoting that which the author concedes to be true about a particular condition prior to making a statement of fact relative to that condition.  The concessive participle is translated “though you were.”
 - the preposition EN in parenthesis is not part of the original but was added by a scribe.  This is the locative of sphere from the neuter plural article used as a possessive personal pronoun plus the noun PARAPTWMA, which means “sin” in the sense of transgressing the will of God.  The phrase is translated “in the sphere of your [personal] sins.”
“Nevertheless, though you were dead ones in the sphere of your sins”
 - is the connective conjunction KAI plus the locative of sphere from the feminine singular article and noun AKROBUSTIA, meaning “uncircumcision” plus the objective genitive from the feminine singular noun SARK, meaning “flesh” and the second person plural possessive genitive from the personal pronoun SU, meaning “your.”  The phrase is translated “and the uncircumcision of your flesh.”

1.  Since no human being is born circumcised, this phrase is describing the fact that all mankind is born spiritually dead, having an old sin nature.


2.  Circumcision is figurative for the removal of the old sin nature which resides in the cell structure of the body and must be positionally cut off by God at the moment of salvation.

“and the uncircumcision of your flesh [old sin nature],”
 - is the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb SUZWOPOIEW, which means “to make alive together with someone.”  It is used in Eph 2:5 and here and refers people who were dead in their sins, but through union with Christ have been made alive by God together with him.


The aorist tense is culminative aorist which views our being made alive with Christ in its entirety, but regards it from the viewpoint of its existing results—we will live with God the Father for all eternity in a resurrection body without a sin nature.


The active voice indicates that God the Father produces the action of the verb, giving us life with God the Son, at the moment of salvation.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

 - is the accusative direct object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you.”
, - is the preposition SUN plus the instrumental of association from the third person masculine singular of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “with Him.”  This is a reference to our Lord Jesus Christ.

“made you alive together with Him [the Lord Jesus Christ].”
 - is the nominative masculine singular aorist deponent middle participle from the verb CHARIZOMAI, which means “to graciously give,” but here, as in 2 Cor 2:10a and 12:13, it means “to remit, forgive, or pardon.”

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist which views our salvation in its entirety but regards it from the viewpoint of its existing results—the forgiveness of our sins.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “have.”

The middle voice is indirect, which lays stress on God the Father as producing the action of forgiving us our sins rather than participating in its results.


The participle is circumstantial to express an attendant circumstance to being made alive together with Christ.  The aorist participle also precedes the action of the main verb “being made alive with Christ;” hence, God the Father had to forgive us our sins before He could make us alive with Christ.

 - is the dative of indirect object from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “us” and includes every member of the human race who believes in the Lord Jesus Christ.

 - is the accusative direct object from the neuter plural adjective PAS “all” plus the article used as a possessive pronoun “our” and the noun PARAPTWMA, meaning “sins.”
“having forgiven us all our sins.”
Col 2:13 corrected translation
“Nevertheless, though you were dead ones in the sphere of your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh [old sin nature], He made you alive together with Him, having forgiven us all our sins.”
Explanation:
1.  Paul advances his explanation of retroactive and current positional truth for the believer with the argument that in spite of the fact we were spiritually dead because of the old sin nature residing in the cell structure of our bodies and the continued production of personal sins, God the Father forgave us for all our sins when He judged Christ on the Cross and positionally raised us into the third heaven with Christ.


a.  All mankind is born with an old sin nature.  We never lose the sin nature until death.  The sin nature is formed genetically in the cell structure of our bodies through the twenty-six chromosomes of the male sperm.  Through copulation, the old sin nature is passed on from one generation to the next.  This is why Rom 5:12 says, “In Adam all die.”

b.  The manifestation of the resident sin nature is the production of personal sins.  This is true for both believer and unbeliever; for all believers produce personal sins after salvation, 1 Jn 1:8, 10.


c.   The result of having the old sin nature is spiritual death.  Spiritual death is total depravity, total separation from God, and total inability to do anything about it.  There is absolutely nothing we can do as unbelievers to have a relationship with God.  God must do it all for us.  That’s grace.


d.  Therefore, imperfect mankind had a problem: how to have a personal relationship with perfect God?  And mankind has no ability to solve the problem.  So God must come up with the plan, the solution, the means of mankind having a relationship with Himself.


e.  This solution demanded that personal sins be judged by the justice of God; for the righteousness of God demanded that sin be judged and not be left unpunished.  However, God is also love, and He loved mankind so much that He wanted to find a way to deliver man from his sinful state and give him the ability to live with God forever.


f.  Our Lord Jesus Christ offered Himself as the solution.  He choose of His own free will to become a human being, go to the Cross, and allow God the Father to judge the sins of mankind placed in Him as a substitute for mankind.  This judgment was so great and so terrible that God would not let either man or angels watch while it happened.  Therefore, God covered the hill where Christ was judged in supernatural darkness while Christ bore our sins.


g.  Finally, God offered mankind His very own perfect righteousness and very own eternal life, if only mankind would believe that the Lord Jesus Christ bore the punishment for our sins as our substitute.  All man has to do is believe in Christ and he is saved from the eternal judgment reserved for the fallen angels.


h.  In fact, God is so gracious in His forgiveness that He will not even judge unbelievers for their sins; for all their sins were also judged on the Cross.  Their sins have already been forgiven.  Therefore the unbeliever will stand before God in sinless perfection and in a resurrection body and still be condemned to the eternal Lake of Fire.  They are judged for trying to be saved from judgment by performing good deeds, called human good.  The righteousness of man cannot, does not, and will never equal the perfect righteousness of God, and to live with God forever we must have His perfect righteousness and His eternal life.

2.  Therefore, having forgiven us our sins, God is now free to consider all Church Age believers equal with Christ in every way, so that He considers us to already be resurrected, ascended, and seated at His right hand with Christ.  This is the part of union with Christ called current positional truth.

Doctrine of Current Positional Truth
A.  Definition.

1.  Current positional truth is identification with Christ as He is seated at the right hand of the Father in His resurrection, ascension, and session.


2.  Identification with His spiritual death means rejection of good and evil.  Identification with His physical death means separation from good and evil.  Identification with His burial means divorce from good and evil.


3.  Retroactive positional truth is different from current positional truth.  In retroactive positional truth, we reject and are separated from good and evil, and divorced from the old sin nature.  While identification with Christ in His physical death and burial connotes breaking the power of the old sin nature, it still doesn’t give us anything new.  When God takes away the old (by retroactive positional truth), He substitutes the new (by current positional truth).


4.  Current positional truth emphasizes two factors:



a.  Rom 5:15-17 teaches the blessing factor:  imputation of God’s righteousness plus doctrine equals reality of blessing in time.



b.  The environmental factor: the baptism of the Holy Spirit plus doctrine equals reality of our very own spiritual life.  Retroactive positional truth positionally breaks the power of the old sin nature, but current positional truth provides the potentiality of “newness of life,” Rom 6:4.


5.  Current positional truth is the basis for establishing the royal family of God’s relationship with Jesus Christ.  It is for the Church Age believer only.  It is characterized by the baptism of the Spirit, which is unique to the Church Age.


6.  In union with Christ we share Christ’s perfect righteousness and eternal life, in addition to possessing the perfect righteousness and eternal life of the Father by imputation.  Therefore, we have a double portion, making us unique.  This means more is expected of us.  There is no excuse for any of us not reaching maturity.  All things necessary have been provided.


7.  Divine righteousness imputed to us demands blessing.  What the righteousness of God demands the justice of God executes.

B.  Current positional truth is related to the imputation of divine righteousness, 2 Cor 5:21.  Divine righteousness is imputed by the justice of God at salvation.  It is also a part of current positional truth through the baptism of the Spirit.  We have Christ’s righteousness and eternal life.

C.  Current positional truth is related to the possession of eternal life, 1 Jn 5:11-12 cf. Rom 8:10-11.

1.  We have a double portion of eternal life and divine righteousness.  This double portion includes both what we receive by imputation at salvation from God the Father and what we receive at salvation by being in union with Christ.


2.  1 Jn 5:11-12, “He who has the Son has life.”  This is eternal life from current positional truth.  Jn 3:36 says that eternal life is also given at salvation through imputation.

D.  Current positional truth is related to our physical death and resurrection, Rom 6:5-10, 23; Eph 2:6.
E.  Current positional truth is related to election and predestination.  Eph 1:4-6, “even as He has chosen us for Himself in Him.”  We share the election of Jesus Christ in eternity past as a part of the divine decrees.  Election means we have equal privilege and equal opportunity because we are in union with Christ.  Verse 5 says we are adult sons because Jesus Christ is an adult Son.

F.  Current positional truth is related to the royal priesthood, Heb 10:10-14.

1.  Rev 1:6, “and He has made us a kingdom, priests to His God and Father; to Him be the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen.


2.  Rev 5:10, “And You have made them a kingdom and priests to our God; and they will reign upon the earth.”

3.  Rev 20:6, “Blessed and holy is the one who has a part in the first resurrection; over these the second death has no power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with Him for a thousand years.”

4.  Jesus Christ is our High Priest, Heb 3:1, “Therefore, holy brethren, partakers of a heavenly calling, consider Jesus, the Apostle and High Priest of our acknowledgement [HOMOLOGIA].”
G.  Current positional truth is related to our sanctification, 1 Cor 1:2, 30; Heb 10:10-14.  The baptism of the Spirit puts us in permanent relationship with God; we are set apart forever in Christ Jesus.

H.  Current positional truth is related to our sonship as members of the royal family, 1 Pet 2:9-10.

The royal family of God is superior to all other believers of all time by virtue of positional truth.  There is no equality.  God protects His very own possessions.  He provides the encapsulated environment from the baptism of the Spirit.  Blessings which go through the grace pipeline from God’s justice to His imputed righteousness in us come out into an encapsulated environment which is the “newness of life” in Rom 6:4.  Current positional truth provides the basis for being a new creature in Christ and having a new life, and therefore, having available the blessings of God.  The objective of the new life is the imputation of blessings in time from God’s justice.

K.  Current positional truth is related to our status as fellow-heirs of Christ, Rom 8:16-17.
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