Col 2:12



 - is the explanatory nominative second person masculine plural aorist passive participle from the verb SUNTHAPTOMAI, which means “to be buried together with.”

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist which looks at our burial with Christ in its entirety but regards it from its results, namely, the fact that since Christ died with reference to sin and we have died with Him, then the old sin nature no longer has control over our physical bodies, unless we allow it to control us.  This is the doctrine of retroactive positional truth.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “have.”

The passive voice indicates that all believers receive the action of the verb, and this occurs at the moment of salvation.


The participle is circumstantial to add an additional thought to that which has already been presented.

 - is the instrumental of association from the third masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun and translated “with Him,” referring to our Lord.
, - is the preposition EN plus the instrumental of means from the masculine singular article and noun BAPTIZMA, meaning “to identify one thing with another thing.”  The English word baptism is not a translation of the Greek but a transliteration.  The translation of the Greek word is “identification.”  The article points to the baptism of the Holy Spirit which enters the believer into union with Christ at the moment of salvation, a baptism well known to the readers.  This is a central doctrine of soteriology, which the Colossian believers have already learned.  Paul is building doctrine upon doctrine.

“having been buried together with Him by means of the identification [baptism of the Holy Spirit],”
 - is the preposition EN plus the instrumental of means from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS plus the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “by means of which [identification] also.”
 - is the second person plural aorist passive indicative from the verb SUNEGEIRW, which means to “rise up with, to be raised together with.”

The aorist tense is a gnomic aorist for a generally accepted fact or truth, which is so fixed in its certainty or axiomatic in its character that it is described by the aorist, just as though it were an actual occurrence.


The passive voice indicates that Church Age believers receive the action of the verb.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

 - is the preposition DIA plus the ablative of cause from the feminine singular article used as a possessive pronoun “your” and noun PISTIS, meaning “because of your faith.”
“by means of which also you were raised together because of your faith”
 - is the objective genitive from the feminine singular article and noun ENERGEIA plus the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “in the operational power [energy, working] of God.”
- is the articular genitive masculine singular aorist active participle from the verb EGEIRW, meaning “to raise, to raise up.”  It is translated “who raised.”

The article is used as a relative pronoun and refers back God the Father just mentioned.


The aorist tense is a gnomic aorist for a generally accepted fact that God the Father raised Jesus Christ from the dead.


The active voice indicates that God the Father produced the action of the verb.


The circumstantial participle expresses the attendant circumstances.

 - is the accusative direct object from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun and translated “Him.”  This is a reference to our Lord Jesus Christ.

 - is the preposition EK plus the ablative of source from the masculine plural adjective NEKROS, used as a substantive, meaning “out from the dead ones” or simply “out from the dead.”
“in the operational power of God who raised Him out from the dead.”
Col 2:12 corrected translation
“having been buried together with Him by means of the baptism [of the Holy Spirit], by means of which baptism also you all are raised together because of your faith in the operational power of God who raised Him out from the dead.”
Explanation:
1.  There are two parallel passages.


a.  Eph 1:19-20, “And what is the surpassing greatness of His power to us who believe for the function of His superior power, which [function of His superior power] He made operational with reference to Christ, when He raised him from the dead and seated him at His right hand in heavenly places.”

b.  Rom 6:5, “For if we have become united with Him in the likeness of His death, certainly we shall be also in the likeness of His resurrection.”
2.  The baptism of the Spirit is related to retroactive and current positional truth, Rom 6:3-5; Col 2:10-12; Eph 3:1-6; Rom 8:38-39.


1.  Retroactive positional truth is identification with Christ in His death, and therefore rejection of human good and evil.  On the cross, our Lord was judged for our sins.  But human good and evil were not a part of the judgment.  They were rejected.  They continue to be an issue in the angelic conflict, and are operational today.  So in retroactive positional truth we have positionally rejected human good and evil (though most believers do not do so experientially).


2.  Current positional truth is identification with Christ in His resurrection, ascension and session.  Therefore, being in union with Christ, we are positionally higher than angels.



(1)  Because of the baptism of the Holy Spirit at the moment of salvation, we are entered into union with Christ.  We share everything with Christ.  This includes sharing His death, burial, and resurrection.  This is called positional truth.



(2)  Positional truth is defined as God the Holy Spirit at salvation entering us into union with Christ in His death, i.e., in union with His rejection of human good and evil on the cross, separation from good and evil in His burial, and divorcement from human good and evil in His resurrection and ascension, when He was accepted in heaven and seated at the right hand of the Father.



(3)  Identification with His spiritual death means rejection of good and evil.  Identification with His physical death means separation from good and evil.  Identification with His burial means divorce from good and evil.



(4)  Retroactive positional truth is different from current positional truth.  In retroactive positional truth, we reject and are separated from good and evil, and divorced from the old sin nature.  While identification with Christ in His physical death and burial connotes breaking the power of the old sin nature, it still doesn’t give us anything new.  When God takes away the old (by retroactive positional truth), He substitutes the new (by current positional truth).



(5)  We are identified with Christ in His rejection of sin on the Cross by rejection of the desires of the sin nature to influence our volition and destroy our spiritual life.  This is done through the power of the filling of the Holy Spirit, the same power that was available to Christ on the Cross.  Jesus Christ had every reason imaginable to react to His unjust punishment and ridicule on the Cross, yet through the use of the filling of the Spirit, doctrinal orientation, and unconditional love for the entire human race He was able to remain on the Cross and bear our sins without sinning Himself.  This was the victory of the Cross.  This is what Satan believed He would never be able to do.  We now have this same power available to us.

3.  The basis for our identification with Christ in His death, burial, and resurrection is our faith or confidence in God the Father who raised our Lord Jesus Christ from the dead.


a.  Rom 8:11, “Now if the Spirit from Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you [and He does], He who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who indwells you.”

b.  Jn 5:21, “For just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, even so the Son also gives life to whom he wishes.”

c.  Eph 2:4-6, “But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which he loved us, even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenlies, in Christ Jesus.”
4.  The baptism of the Spirit and resultant positional sanctification demands spiritual living rather than psychological living.


1.  Psychological living can be normal or abnormal, but it is not the way of life for the new spiritual species, the body of Christ, the royal family of God.  It is not in God’s will, plan, or purpose for us as royal family.


2.  Psychological living includes all forms of legalism, emotionalism, systems of self-improvement, commitment, and function without Bible doctrine.


3.  Psychological living includes residence and function in Satan’s cosmic system.  It includes the function of the arrogance skills: self-deception, self-justification, self-gratification, and self-absorption.

4.  Spiritual living is the execution of God’s plan under the enabling power of the Holy Spirit and momentum from doctrine we have learned, believed, and are applying.  It is related to the utilization of divine power (the influence of the Holy Spirit) and the application of Bible doctrine through the spiritual problem solving devices God has provided for us, such as: being influenced by the Spirit, being influenced by the word of God, by our personal love for God, by our occupation with Christ, by our unconditional love for others, by our faith in God’s word, by our contentment and happiness, and by our personal sense of destiny.
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