Col 2:11



 - is the preposition EN plus locative of place from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “in Whom” and referring to our Lord Jesus Christ.

 - is the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also.”
“in Whom also”
 - is the second person plural aorist passive indicative from the verb PERITEMNW, meaning “to be circumcised.”

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which regards the entirety of the act of circumcision but regards it from its existing results, namely, the inability of the old sin nature to control the soul of the believer as long as he or she is controlled by God the Holy Spirit.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “have.”

The passive voice indicates that the believer receives the action of the verb.


The indicative mood is declarative to indicate the reality of the removal of the power of the sin nature over the life of the believer.

 - is the instrumental of means from the feminine singular noun PERITOMĒ, meaning “with the circumcision.”  The absence of the article stresses the high quality of this circumcision, since it a spiritual circumcision performed by God the Son at the moment of salvation.

 - is the instrumental of manner from the feminine singular adjective ACHEIROPOIĒTOS, which is used three times in Scripture: Mk 14:58 of the Temple, 2 Cor 5:1 of the resurrection body, and our passage of the spiritual circumcision.  The adjective means “made without hands.”
“you have been circumcised with the circumcision made without hands” 
 - is the preposition EN plus the instrumental of means from the feminine singular article and noun APEKDUSIS, meaning “by means of the removal, stripping off.”
, - is the objective genitive from the neuter singular article and noun SWMA, meaning “of the body” plus the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular article and the noun SARX, meaning “of the flesh,” a reference to the old sin nature.

“by means of the removal of the body of the flesh”
 - is the preposition EN plus the instrumental of cause from the feminine singular article and noun PERITOMĒ again, translated “because of the circumcision.”
, - is the ablative of source from the masculine singular article and noun CHRISTOS, meaning “from the source of Christ.”
“because of the circumcision from the source of Christ,”
Col 2:11 corrected translation
“in Whom also you have been circumcised with the circumcision made without hands by means of the removal of the body of the flesh because of the circumcision from the source of Christ,”
Explanation:
1.  Paul continues in this verse to add to the reasons why we, as believers, should not allow ourselves to be taken captive by philosophy and empty deception on the basis of religious traditions rather than based on relationship with our Lord Jesus Christ.  The previous reasons stated by the apostle are:


a.  Because Jesus Christ is truly God and truly man and we are in union with Him.


b.  Because we have been made complete as a new spiritual species by our union with Him.


c.  Because Jesus Christ is the authority over all creatures both in heaven and on earth.


d.  Paul now adds another reason for not allowing ourselves to be taken captive by false doctrine—because Christ has removed the power of the sin nature to rule over our new spiritual lives.  This is also known as retroactive and current positional truth.

2.  In this verse, Paul presents a familiar Jewish ritual (the circumcision of the male phallus) to illustrate the cutting off of the power of the sin nature over the life of the believer after salvation.  There is no analogy here between the Jewish circumcision and the Christian circumcision.


a.  The Jewish circumcision is performed by man; the Christian circumcision is performed by God.


b.  In the Jewish circumcision, Abraham cut off the useless foreskin of the male phallus to represent his belief in the promises of God that he would receive his blessings for time.  In the Christian circumcision, God cuts off the power of the sin nature over the spiritual life of the believer so that we may live our spiritual lives in the power of God the Holy Spirit.


c.  Rom 2:28-29, “For he is not a Jew who is one outwardly; neither is circumcision that which is outward in the flesh.  But he is a Jew who is one inwardly [regeneration]; and circumcision is that which is of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the letter; and whose approval is not from men, but from God.”
3.  “The body of the flesh” refers to the old sin nature as seen in:


a.  Rom 6:6-7, 11, “Knowing this, that our old self was crucified with Him, that our body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin; for he who has died is freed from sin.  ...Even so consider yourselves to be dead to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus.”

b.  Rom 7:23-24, “But I see a different law in the members of my body, waging war against the law of my mind, and making me a prisoner to the law of the sin nature which is in my members.  I am a miserable man!  Who will rescue me from the body of this death?”

c.  Gal 5:24, “Now those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh [old sin nature] with its trends and desires.”

d.  Col 3:5, “Therefore consider the members of your earthly body as dead to immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed, which amounts to idolatry.”  This verse ties together some of the concepts found in our verse (Col 2:11).  Following the false doctrines, philosophies and empty deceptions, and religious traditions of men is nothing more than another form of idolatry.  Paul is urging that we positionally cut off our relationship with these idols of the past at the moment we believed in Christ.  There is, therefore, no need to carry on a relationship with these things now that they no longer have any power over us.

4.  Christ’s circumcision of the sin nature from the believer is found in the doctrine of sanctification, which we have just reviewed.  In our context, Paul is teaching about current and positional truth.


a.  Positional truth is equivalent to positional sanctification.  It is composed of retroactive positional truth and current positional truth.  Positional truth is our relationship with Christ in the Church Age.


b.  It refers to the Church Age believer in union with Christ.


c.  It is the key to understanding the Church Age and the royal family.


d.  It is the basis for distinguishing between Christianity and religion.


e.  It is one of God’s reasons for interrupting the Age of Israel.


f.  It can be defined as God the Holy Spirit at salvation entering us into union with Christ in His death; i.e., in union with His rejection of human good and evil on the cross, separation from good and evil in His burial, and divorcement from human good and evil in His resurrection and ascension, when He was accepted in heaven and seated at the right hand of the Father.

5.  Circumcision during the Church Age.


a.  Circumcision as a ritual is no longer an issue in the Church Age, because client nation Israel no longer exists.


b.  Because the Church Age plan of God has replaced the ritual (Jewish Age) plan of God, to which circumcision belongs, circumcision is not even a spiritual issue of any kind.  It is simply a physiological option.


c.  Circumcision is practiced throughout the world basically as a sanitary function, or as a tribal mark, or as a substitute for human sacrifice by removing a portion of the human anatomy as a vicarious sacrifice, or as a religious requirement of Jews, Arabs, and others.  This is all circumcision means today.


d.  The only issue in this dispensation:  Will the believer fulfill the plan of God?  1 Cor 7:19, “Circumcision is nothing and uncircumcision is nothing, but the keeping of the mandates of God [is everything].”

e.  Circumcision is not only non-beneficial spiritually, but is a source of legalism and a means of distracting the believer from the execution of the plan of God.  This is the subject of the entire book of Galatians.  The Judaizers followed after Paul and persuaded his converts that they couldn’t be saved by faith in Christ alone, but must add circumcision.  This is analogous to those who today believe in baptismal regeneration - there is no such thing.  Gal 5:2-4, “Behold, I Paul say to you, that if you receive circumcision, Christ will be of no benefit to you [you have lost out in the protocol plan of God].  And I testify again to every man who receives circumcision that he is under obligation to keep the entire Law [in the wrong dispensation].  You have been severed from Christ [not in the protocol plan of God], you, who would be justified by the Law, you have drifted off course from grace.”

f.  So during the Church Age, circumcision has been distorted into a system of legalism and apostasy.



(1)  Some Jews taught salvation by circumcision, as in Acts 15:1, “And some men came down from Judea and began teaching the believers, `Unless you are circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.’“


(2)  Gal 6:12-15, “Those who desire to make a good showing in the flesh [exhibitionists with circumcised phalluses] try to compel you to be circumcised, simply that they may avoid persecution because of the cross of Christ.  For those who have been circumcised do not even keep the Law themselves.  But they desire to have you circumcised that they may boast in your flesh.  But may it never be that I should boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world.  For neither is circumcision anything, nor uncircumcision, but a new species.”

 
(3)  When believers get so involved in ritual for salvation or for spirituality (both being false), they are inevitably inconsistent (“do not even keep the Law themselves”), and their lives are a mess!


g.  The Church Age plan of God replaced all ritual of the dispensation of Israel, including circumcision.  Gal 5:6-9, “For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision means anything, but doctrine working through virtue-love.  You were running well; who cut in on you so that you did not obey the doctrine?  This persuasion [false persuasion regarding circumcision], did it come from Him [God the Father] who elected you?  A little leaven [circumcision distorted into a system of legalism] leavens the whole lump.”  Paul was nasty here, calling them “just one big circumcised Gaul!  You didn’t just circumcise your phallus; you’re circumcised all over, dummy!”

h.  The baptism of the Spirit at salvation and the resultant positional sanctification is the only circumcision of the Church Age.  Col 2:11-14, “And in Him [positional sanctification] you were circumcised with a circumcision made without hands, by the renunciation of the essence of the body [old sin nature] by the circumcision of Christ [retroactive positional truth], having been buried with Him by means of the baptism [of the Spirit], by which also you were raised up with Christ [current positional truth] through faith in the operational power of God who raised Him from the dead.  And when you were dead in your transgressions and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He made you alive together with Him [positional sanctification], having forgiven you all of your transgressions, having cancelled out the I.O.U. [note of indebtedness] consisting of decrees against us, which was hostile to us.  He has removed it permanently; He nailed it to His cross.”
In other words, circumcision was the sign of the new racial species.  But now, being entered into union with Christ is the sign of the new spiritual species, “circumcision made without hands.”

i.  Therefore, circumcision has to be redefined for the Church Age, as it is in Phil 3:3, “For we are the true circumcision, who worship in the Spirit of God and glory in Jesus Christ, and put no confidence in the flesh.”

j.  Circumcision as a ritual in the ritual plan of God for the dispensation of Israel no longer exists.  But for the sake of the Jews who understood, circumcision is now redefined in terms of the Church Age protocol plan of God:  “who worship in the Spirit of God and glory in Jesus Christ, and put no confidence in the flesh.”  This is a beautiful way of describing spiritual self-confidence.

4

