Col 2:10



 - is the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and.”
 - is the periphrastic perfect.  The participle is used with a finite verb to constitute a compound tense-form.  Here we have the nominative masculine second person plural perfect passive participle of the verb PLĒROW and the second person plural present active indicative of the verb EIMI.  The verb EIMI is the state of being verb, meaning, “to be” and PLĒROW in the passive voice means “to be filled; to be completed; to be brought to completion.”

The present tense of EIMI is a perfective present for a condition, which has come to be in the past with results that continue forever.  You are in union with Christ and this condition will exist for all eternity.


The active voice indicates that all believers produce the action of this verb being in union with Christ.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.


The perfect tense of the verb PLĒROW is intensive to direct special attention to the results of the action of being in union with Christ.


The passive voice indicates that all believers receive the action of the verb.  We are placed into union with Christ by the ministry of the baptism of God the Holy Spirit at the moment of faith in Christ.


The participle is circumstantial to complete the periphrastic condition of the compound verb form.  The perfect periphrastic construction is translated:


(1)  “you have been or are filled”


(2)  “you have been or are fulfilled”


(2)  “you have been or are completed”

(3)  or “you have been or are brought to completion.”

 - is the preposition EN plus several possibilities:


(1)  The locative of sphere from the third masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun and is translated “in Him.”  This would refer to our union with Christ also known as positional sanctification through the baptism of the Holy Spirit.


(2)  The instrumental of agency, translated “by Him.”


(3)  The instrumental of association, translated “in association with Him.”
“and you are brought to completion in Him”
1.  This is a play on words with the previous verse.  It is a play on words using the technical Gnostic word “PLĒRWMA” and “PLĒROW.”  The Gnostics believed that you were filled up with, completed by, or fully possessed of the divine emanation from God.  In some mystical way this made you one with God.  Paul counters this false doctrine, which is a subtle counterfeit of true doctrine using the terminology of the Gnostics against them.

2.  To paraphrase Paul, he is saying, “Beware that no one captures you through false teaching because all the Gnostic PLĒRWMA of deity dwells in Christ and you are PLĒRWMANIZED in Him.”
3.  What’s it mean to be “PLĒRWMANIZED” or “fulfilled/brought to completion in Him?”

a.  The context is dealing with learning doctrine: Col 2:3, “in Whom all the hidden treasures of wisdom and knowledge exist.” Col 2:7, “being established by means of doctrine.”  Col 2:8, “Beware that no one takes you captive through false doctrine.”

b.  So to be filled with Christ means to be filled up with all the thinking of Christ.



(1)  Jn 1:16, “And from His fullness we have all received; that is [salvation] grace in exchange for [greater] grace.”


(2)  Eph 3:19, “And to know the love for Christ which surpasses gnosis that you may be filled up with all the fullness from God.”


(3)  Eph 4:13, “until we all attain the objective  because of the system from doctrine, and by means of the epignosis knowledge of the Son of God, resulting in a mature believer to the measure of the maturity of the fullness of Christ.”

c.  We are filled up with the word of God (doctrine) until we attain the objective of being fulfilled in Christ, completed in Christ, and fully possessed by Christ; that is, until we are brought to completion as Christians in, with, and by our association with the Lord Jesus Christ.
4.  This is also a reference to union with Christ, also known theologically as positional sanctification.  Sanctification is a technical theological term for the status quo of the royal family of God (all Church Age believers) in three phases of the plan of God (see below) and means to be set apart to God for a special purpose.  We, the royal family of God, are set apart to God in three ways from salvation to the eternal state.


a.  Phase one, positional sanctification, refers to salvation at which point the baptism of the Spirit enters every believer into union with the person of Christ.  There are seven results of the baptism of the Holy Spirit.



(1)  Positional sanctification is the means of extending the spiritual life of the Hypostatic Union into the Church Age.



(2)  Positional sanctification is the means of forming the royal family of God, Eph 1:5, 10.



(3)  Positional sanctification is the creation of a new spiritual species for the utilization of divine power; i.e., the power of God the Father related to our invisible spiritual assets, the power of God the Son related to doctrine in our souls, and the power of God the Holy Spirit related to execution of our unique spiritual life. Eph 2:10, “We are His creation, having been created in Christ Jesus for good of intrinsic value achievements which God has prepared in advance, that we should walk by means of them.”


(4)  Positional sanctification provides equal privilege for every believer to execute the plan of God.



(5)  Positional sanctification means we have eternal security; there is no way we can ever get out of our relationship with God.



(6)  Positional sanctification belongs to all categories of believers, whether winners or losers experientially.



(7)  Positional sanctification is divided into two parts theologically: retroactive positional truth and current positional truth.  This whole concept is presented in Romans as analogous to the believer being divorced from the old sin nature and now married to the Lord Jesus Christ.




(a)  In retroactive positional truth, the believer is identified with Christ in His spiritual and physical deaths and burial.





(i)  Identification with Christ in His spiritual death is rejection of good and evil, tantamount to separation from the first husband, the old sin nature.  (This whole analogy follows divorce procedure.)





(ii)  Identification with Christ in His physical death is separation from good and evil, tantamount to separation from our first husband, the old sin nature.





(iii)  Identification with Christ in His burial is tantamount to actual divorce, where there is death between the two involved.




(b)  In current positional truth, the believer is identified with Christ in His resurrection, ascension, and session at the right hand of God the Father, tantamount to our second marriage which demands “walking in newness of life.”  We are “new creatures; the old things have passed away.”  ‘Old things’ refers to our past marriage to the old sin nature.


b.  Phase two, experiential sanctification, is execution of the plan of God through living our very own spiritual life using the invisible assets—the filling of the Spirit, doctrine we have learned and believed, and applying the spiritual problem solving devices to the experiences of life.  Experiential sanctification is the believer residing in his very own spiritual palace inside his soul, under the enabling power of God the Holy Spirit, having momentum from doctrine circulating in his stream of consciousness, and being ready and alert to any problem in life from the formation and deployment of the problem solving devices.


c.  Phase three, ultimate sanctification, is the believer in his resurrection body in the eternal state.



(1)  Until the Rapture of the Church occurs, all Church Age believers who die go to heaven are in an interim body where there is equally great happiness and blessing to all believers, whether they are winners or losers.



(2)  At the Rapture all Church Age believers receive their resurrection bodies, both winners and losers, both those already in heaven (“the dead in Christ shall rise first”), and those alive on the earth  (“and we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, and so shall we ever be with the Lord”).



(3)  Ultimate sanctification is the state of being blameless before God.  1 Cor 1:8; Eph 1:4.



(4)  Following the Rapture of the Church, at the Judgment Seat of Christ, winners receive the conveyance of their escrow blessings for the eternal state.



(5)  Ultimate sanctification converts the Body of Christ into the Bride of Christ.



(6)  In ultimate sanctification, the Church is resurrected aristocracy, and therefore, different from all other resurrections.  The royal family of God shares in the coronation and triumph of Jesus Christ at the Second Advent.  Therefore, the bride must be prepared prior to the Second Advent.  Phil 3:21; 1 Thes 5:23; 1 Jn 3:1-2.


d.  Characteristics of positional sanctification.



(1)  It is not an experience; it is neither emotional nor ecstatics.



(2)  It is not progressive.  It cannot be improved in time or in eternity.



(3)  It is not related to human merit.  We are not in Christ because of what we do, but because we believed in Him and God the Holy Spirit did the work of entering us into union with Him.



(4)  It is obtained en toto at the moment of salvation through the work of the Holy Spirit.



(5)  It is understood only through cognition of the pertinent doctrine.



(6)  It is eternal in nature; it cannot be changed by God, angels, or mankind.


e.  Results of positional sanctification.



(1)  We share the perfect righteousness of Christ, 2 Cor 5:21.



(2)  We share the eternal life of Christ, 1 Jn 5:11-12.



(3)  We share the election of Christ, Eph 1:4.



(4)  We share the sonship of Christ, Gal 3:26.



(5)  We share the heirship of Christ, Rom 8:16-17.



(6)  We share the priesthood of Christ, Heb 10:10-14.



(7)  We are transferred into the kingdom of the Son of His love, Col 1:13.


f.  The means of sanctification is the saving work of our Lord Jesus Christ on the Cross.


g.  Three Agents of Sanctification.



(1)  The agent at the point of salvation is God the Holy Spirit.  This is the baptism of the Spirit, as mentioned in 1 Cor 12:13 and Eph 4:4.




(a)  1 Cor 12:13, “By means of one Spirit we are all baptized into one body, whether we are Jews or Greeks [Gentiles], whether slave or free, we were all caused to drink one Spirit.”



(b)  The phrase “to drink one Spirit” in 1 Cor 12:13 is explained in Jn 7:37-39 when our Lord gave a message on the last day of the Feast of the Tabernacles.  “Now on the last day, the great day of the feast [Tabernacles], Jesus stood up and shouted saying, `If anyone is thirsty, let him come to Me and drink.  He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, `Out of His innermost being will flow rivers of living water.’’  By this He meant the Spirit, whom those [Church Age believers] who believe in Him were to receive.  For the Spirit was not yet given because Christ was not yet glorified.”   Indwelling and filling of the Spirit are reserved for the Church Age.




(c)  Just as when we drink water, water is in us; so also when we believe in Christ, we are caused to drink the Holy Spirit, which is tantamount to the indwelling of the Holy Spirit.



(2)  Bible doctrine is the agent of experiential sanctification.




(a)  Jn 17:17, “Sanctify them by means of doctrine.  Your Word is doctrine.”



(b)  Eph 5:26, “That having purified her [Church], He might sanctify her by means of the washing from the water [doctrine] of the Word.”



(c)  2 Thes 2:13, “Brethren, we should always give thanks to God for you, loved by the Lord; for from the beginning God has elected you with reference to salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and through belief in the truth.”


(3)  God the Father is the agent of sanctification in the eternal state.




(a)  Rom 8:28-29.  In 1 Cor 1:8 we are said to be “blameless in the day of our Lord.”



(b)  Eph 1:4, “that we should be holy and blameless before Him.”  “Blameless” is the special work of God the Father in eternity future.

5.  Paul makes a similar statement in Eph 3:17-19, which helps us understand what is being said here, “so that Christ may be at home by means of doctrine in your hearts, having been rooted and established in unconditional love, in order that you may be completely able to grasp with all the saints what [is] the width and length and height and depth [of love]; that is, to comprehend the love of and for Christ which goes beyond ordinary knowledge, in order that you may be filled up to all the fullness of God.”
 - is the nominative subject from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “who” and refers back to AUTOS (Him), our Lord Jesus Christ.

 - is the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, “to be: is.”

The present tense is a customary present for a condition, which is taken for granted as a fact.  This can also be a static present for a condition which perpetually exists.


The active voice indicates that our Lord Jesus Christ produces the action of the verb.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

 - is the predicate nominative from the feminine singular article and noun KEPHALĒ, meaning “head” in the sense of the one in authority.
, - is the ablative of comparison from the feminine singular adjective PAS, meaning “all” plus the nouns ARCHĒ, meaning “rule” (BDAG, p.113) cf. Rom 8:38; 1 Cor 15:24; Eph 1:21; 3:10; 6:12; Col 2:10, 15, and the noun EXZOUSIA, meaning “authority.”  These are connected by the conjunction KAI, “and.”
“who is the head over all rule and authority.”
Col 2:10 corrected translation
“and you are brought to completion in Him, who is the head over all rule and authority.”
Explanation:
1.  Paul continues his thought begun in verses eight and nine (“Beware that there will be no one who takes you captive through their false teaching and empty deception according to the tradition from men on the basis of the fundamental principles of the world and not on the basis of Christ, because in Him all the fullness of deity dwells bodily,) with another reason why we should not be taken captive through false teaching—because we are complete in Him.  Paul’s logic is as follows:


a.  Do not become influenced by false doctrine based on religious tradition rather than on the basis of your relationship with Christ.


b.  Because Jesus Christ is God and God is infinitely higher than man.


c.  Because you are made complete in Christ; therefore, you do not need the religious traditions of mankind to have a relationship with God.

2.  Paul makes a final qualifying statement about the One in Whom we have been made complete when he states that all human and angelic power and authority is subject to Him.  Paul’s logic again goes as follows:


a.  Jesus Christ is the supreme rule and authority over all creatures both in heaven and upon earth.


b.  You are in union with Christ.  You will rule with Christ in eternity.


c.  Why then are you subordinating yourselves to the false doctrine of religious traditions, philosophies, and empty deceptions of men who are false teachers?  “O you unthinking Galatians; O you stupid Americans.”
� Wallace, Daniel B., Greek Grammar Beyond the Basics, p. 649, Eph 2:8 being the example.
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