Col 2:1



 - is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunctive particle GAR, meaning “For.”
 - is the first person singular present active indicative from the verb THELW, meaning “to will, desire, want.”

The present tense is a constative aorist for expressing the idea of a present fact without reference to progress.


The active voice indicates that Paul produces the action of the verb.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

 - is the accusative direct object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you.”
 - is the perfect active infinitive from the verb OIDA, meaning “to know.”

The perfect tense is intensive which directs special attention to the results of the action of learning doctrine, those results being a perfect, completed knowledge.


The active voice indicates that the Colossians, Laodiceans, and other believers who have never met Paul produce the action of the verb.


The infinitive is an infinitive of purpose used to express the aim of the action denoted by the finite verb “I want you.”  The aim is that he wants them to know something.

 - is the accusative direct object from the masculine singular adjective HĒLIKOS meaning “how great.”  It modifies the noun AGON (struggle) that follows.

 - is the accusative direct object from the masculine singular noun AGWN meaning “anxiety, concern; a struggle, fight.”
 - is the first person singular pronoun present active indicative from the verb ECHW meaning “I have.”

The present tense is descriptive for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that Paul produces the action of the verb.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

- is the substitutionary preposition HUPER plus the genitive of advantage plural from the second person personal pronoun SU, meaning “on behalf of you” or “on your behalf.”
“For I want you to know how great a struggle I am having on your behalf”
- is the connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the genitive of advantage from the masculine plural article used as a relative pronoun used as a demonstrative pronoun, “and those.”
 - is the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the feminine singular proper noun LAODICEA, translated “in Laodicea.”
“and for those in Laodicea”

 - is the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the nominative masculine plural from the correlative adjective HOSOS, meaning “as many as.”
 - is the negative adverb OUCH, meaning “not” plus the third person plural perfect active indicative from the verb HORAW, meaning “to see.”

The perfect tense is an intensive perfect laying stress on the existing results of looking at Paul.


The active voice indicates that all those who have never met Paul produce the action of the verb.


The declarative indicative mood is used again for a simple statement of fact.

 - is the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and noun PROSWPOS, meaning “face” plus the possessive genitive of the first person personal pronoun EGW, “my.”
, - is the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the feminine singular noun SARX, meaning “in the flesh.”
“and as many as have not seen my face in the flesh.”
Col 2:1 corrected translation
“For I want you to know how great a struggle I am having on your behalf and for those in Laodicea and as many as have not seen my face in the flesh.”
Explanation:
1.  At the end of the last chapter, Paul finished his discourse by discussing the pastor’s responsibility (verses 28-29).  In this, he talked about how hard he has worked in the use of his thinking skills combined with the dependence on the spiritual skills provided by God the Father to provide Bible doctrine for these believers.


a.  Thinking skills include:



(1)  Comprehension—the capacity of the human mind to function under spiritual I.Q. to enter into perception and cognition, of Bible doctrine in our stream of consciousness.  Human I.Q. is not a factor in the cognition of doctrine.



(2)  Memory—the mental capacity to retain in the stream of consciousness and recall doctrine any time for a specific circumstance of life.



(3)  Problem solving—the utilization of the spiritual problem solving devices in the soul.  All problem solving devices are manufactured out of doctrine in the stream of consciousness.



(4)  Decision making—the power and ability to understand the issues of life, to classify the solution or course of action, and to make the right decision to do the will of God as revealed in the word of God.



(5)  Creativity—the function of divine viewpoint from independent thinking and accurate originality of thought related to spiritual values.  Creative thinking always includes spiritual values found in the word of God.  Creative thinking is recovery of truth and brings full awareness.  Creative thinkers arouse the jealousy of pseudo-thinkers.



(6)  Awareness—extensive knowledge of doctrine, interpretive ability from the wisdom compartment of the stream of consciousness, resulting in accurate application to every circumstance in life.


b.  There are three spiritual thinking skills:



(1)  Being influenced by the Holy Spirit.



(2)  Thinking Bible doctrine circulating in the stream of conscious thoughts.



(3)  Using the spiritual problem solving devices of the plan of God like occupation with Christ and unconditional love for others.

c.  These result in the execution of the plan of God.

2.  Paul now continues this theme with a further explanation of how great a struggle it has been for him to keep on learning and communicating doctrine, not only to those he knows but especially for those whom he does not know, has never met, and who have never even seen him.  Remember he has never been to Colossae or Laodicea.

3.  This struggle is threefold.


a.  Paul had many physical difficulties as described in 2 Cor 11:24-27,  “Five times I have received at the hands of the Jews the forty lashes less one.  Three times I have been beaten with rods; once I was stoned.  Three times I have been shipwrecked; a night and a day I have been adrift at sea; on frequent journeys, in danger from rivers, danger from robbers, danger from my own people, danger from Gentiles, danger in the city, danger in the wilderness, danger at sea, danger from false brethren; in toil and hardship, through many a sleepless night, in hunger and thirst, often without food, in cold and exposure.”

b.  Paul had many mental pressures.  2 Cor 11:28, “And apart from other things, there is the daily pressure upon me of my anxiety for all the churches.”

c.  Paul had many spiritual pressures, 2 Cor 12:7-9, “And to keep me from being too elated by the abundance of revelations, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan, to harass me, to keep me from being too elated.  Three times I besought the Lord about this, that it should leave me; but he said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.’  I will all the more gladly boast of my weaknesses, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.”
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