Col 1:9




 - is the preposition DIA plus the accusative of reason from the neuter singular demonstrative pronoun HOS meaning “Because of this” or “For this reason.”
, - is the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also” plus the nominative subject from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “we.”
“For this reason we also,”
- is the preposition APO plus the ablative of source from the feminine singular relative pronoun HOS and the noun HĒMERA, meaning “from the day which.”  We don’t translate the relative pronoun ‘which’ in the English idiom.
 - is the first person plural aorist active indicative from the verb AKOUW, meaning “to hear: we heard.”

The constative aorist looks at the entirety of all that Paul and his companions heard about the believers in Colossae from Epaphras.


The active voice indicates that Paul and his companions produce the action of the verb, hearing the report from Epaphras.


The declarative indicative mood is used to denote a simple statement of fact.

“from the day we heard,”
 - is the negative adverb OU, meaning “not” plus the first person plural present middle indicative from the verb PAUW, meaning “to cease, stop: we do not cease (or stop).”

Iterative present denotes that which occurs at successive intervals.  Paul and his companions do not pray for the Colossians incessantly but intermittently.


Indirect middle voice is used to emphasize the subject, Paul and his companions, as the agents who personally pray on behalf of the Colossian believer.  Paul does not delegate these prayers to others but takes personal responsibility for praying for their continued spiritual growth.


Declarative indicative mood is used for a dogmatic statement of fact.

- is the preposition HUPER plus the genitive of advantage from the second person personal pronoun SU, meaning “on behalf of you” or “on your behalf.”
 is the nominative masculine first person plural present middle participle from the verb PROSEUCHOMAI, meaning “to pray.”

The customary present tense is used for that which habitually occurs or is reasonably expected to occur.  Whenever Paul prays, he customarily prays for the continued spiritual growth of the Colossian believers.


The indirect middle lays stress upon Paul and his companions as the agents producing the action of the verb.


The circumstantial participle states the attendant circumstances (praying) under which the action of the main verb (not ceasing) takes place.

- is the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the nominative masculine first person plural present middle participle from the verb AITEW, meaning “to ask.”  The morphology of the verb is identical to PROSEUCHOMAI above.

“do not cease praying and asking on your behalf”
- is the conjunction HINA, meaning “that” and introducing both the purpose of God and the result of Paul’s prayer, hence a blending of purpose and result.  With HINA, we have the second person plural aorist passive subjunctive of the verb PLĒROW, which means, “to be filled with.”

The constative aorist views the filling of the Colossian believers with Bible doctrine in its entirety without regard to the time it takes to do so.


The passive voice indicates that the Colossian believers receive the action of the verb from God the Holy Spirit through the teaching of Paul and their pastor Epaphras.


The subjunctive mood is used with HINA and indicates that the filling of their souls with Bible doctrine is a potential based on their positive volition to doctrine.

 - is the accusative of reference from the feminine singular article and noun EPIGNWSIS, meaning “the full-knowledge.”  This word is a technical theological word used by Paul for the supernatural understanding of Bible doctrine provided solely by the filling of God the Holy Spirit in contrast to the GNWSIS knowledge of the Greek mystery religions.

- is the descriptive genitive from the neuter singular article and noun THELĒMA plus the possessive genitive from the intensive pronoun AUTOS used as a personal pronoun, meaning “of His will, purpose, or plan.”
“that you might be filled with the full knowledge of His will”
 - is the preposition EN plus the instrumental of means from the feminine singular adjective PAS and the noun SOPHIA, followed by the connective conjunction KAI and the instrumental of means from the feminine singular noun SUNĒSIS with the adjective PNEUMATIKAS, meaning “by means of all wisdom and spiritual understanding.”
“by means of all wisdom and spiritual understanding,”
Col 1:9 corrected translation
“For this reason we also, from the day we heard, do not cease praying and asking on your behalf that you might be filled with the full knowledge of His will by means of all wisdom and spiritual understanding,”
Explanation:
1.  Paul now begins a new subject—the major objective for the believer after salvation.  Logically he ties this new subject to what he has said in the previous paragraph by summarizing all that was said before in the phrase “For this reason.”  Because of the Colossian believer’s “faith in Christ Jesus,” “the love which they have toward all the saints,” “the hope which is preserved for them in heaven,” “the growth of the gospel,” “their spiritual growth from Epaphras,” and “their virtue-love by means of the Spirit,” Paul does not stop praying and asking for their continued spiritual growth.

2.  Notice that Paul does not tell us how often he prayed for the Colossians prior to Epaphras bringing the report about their spiritual condition, but once he heard that they were positive to doctrine he and the rest of his companions made it a point to pray for them regularly.  Prayer for others is something that should not be a one shot thing.  It should be done consistently, whether once a day, once every other day, once a week, or once a month.  The frequency and amount of prayer is not the issue; the consistency of the prayer is what counts.  Paul and his companions did not pray for these believers every waking hour since they heard the report; that is idiocy.  They prayed for them whenever they normally came together for prayer.  They made them a permanent part of their prayer list.

3.  Paul and his companions had a very specific prayer for the Colossian believers, and this prayer was for something more important than anything else in life.  In fact, the content of this prayer tells us what Paul considered to be the highest priority for all Church Age believers.  He prayed for their continued spiritual growth through the intake of doctrine—“that you may be filled with the full knowledge of His will, plan, purpose.”

a.  To Paul, the most important thing a believer could ever have is Bible doctrine resident in his stream of consciousness.  And this Bible doctrine must be related to the plan of God, specifically the will and purpose of God for the believer.


b.  This knowledge was not to be just the simple academic understanding and regurgitation of the principles taught in the New Testament, but the living norms and standards of God, the divine viewpoint of life, God’s attitude toward life and others based on His perfect power, perfect happiness, and perfect justice constantly motivating the thinking of the believer as he makes decisions, speaks, acts, and interacts with others in life.



(1)  This is the difference between GNWSIS type knowledge and EPIGNWSIS type knowledge.



(2)  EPIGNWSIS is spiritual understanding provided through the teaching ministry of God the Holy Spirit whereby we not only understand the principle taught in Scripture, but it becomes so much a part of our thinking and soul that it effects how we think, how we act, and what we say.



(3)  EPIGNWSIS is God’s thinking producing a positive change in our thinking which affects our life.  This is what James meant when he said, “Faith [epignosis doctrine in the soul] without works [the application of doctrine based on the thinking and actions of the believer through the use of the problem solving devices] is dead.”

c.  It does us no good as believers to learn only selected topics of Bible doctrine or systematic theology.  We must learn the whole realm of doctrine for all the pieces to fit together and make sense.  Doctrine is built upon doctrine; a little today, a little tomorrow, until it all falls into place as one indivisible system of things.  This one indivisible system is called in theology the divine decrees.  It is only one decree from God.  But because of the complexity of the system, man’s finite mind can only understand doctrine when it is broken down into its various systematic parts.


d.  Learning doctrine is like building a wall out of bricks.  God the Holy Spirit is the bricklayer.  When the believer fails to learn one small area of doctrine, the bricklayer has to work on another part of the wall and come back to that area of the wall and try to lay the brick again.  This is why repetition is so important to the believer.  Often, the believer doesn’t realize that he has not yet really learned the doctrine, and God the Holy Spirit is still trying to lay that brick.  Our boredom with doctrine we have heard before is our resistance to God the Holy Spirit trying to lay that brick.


e.  As the believer becomes more and more filled with the full knowledge of God’s plan, he becomes more and more occupied with the person and work of the Lord Jesus Christ; he becomes more and more able to use all the problem solving devices; he spends more time in fellowship; he has a greater personal sense of destiny; he has a greater orientation toward grace; and he considers doctrine more and more important in his life.  This is one reason why growing believers cannot understand why mature believers place such a high priority on doctrine, so that it appears that nothing else in life really matters to them.


f.  Doctrine is our only contact with God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit during this phase of the angelic conflict.  God is invisible, He cannot be heard, and He cannot be felt.  God’s only communication with us is through the written page of Scripture.  So when doctrine is taught, God is speaking directly to us.  He is teaching us through the intermediate agency of the pastor-teacher.  Therefore, it is absolutely critical that we sit up, stay alert, pay attention, and concentrate: God is talking to us.

4.  Finally, Paul tells us the only way by which we can have this full knowledge of God’s plan—“by means of all wisdom and spiritual understanding.”

a.  “Wisdom” is Bible doctrine on the launching pad of the soul ready to be applied at a moment’s notice.



(1)  The soul is made up of seven compartments: frame of reference, memory center, vocabulary storage, categorical storage, norms and standards, the department of spiritual growth or momentum, and the wisdom department or launching pad of the soul. 



(2)  The launching pad is where we keep all the problem solving devices that we need as a ready reaction force to handle the problems of life.  When a problem comes along, we launch one or more of these problem solving devices to the defense line of the soul.



(3)  The problem solving devices are: the recovery procedure, the filling of the Holy Spirit, the faith-rest drill, grace orientation, doctrinal orientation, a personal sense of destiny, personal love for God the Father, unconditional love for all mankind, sharing the perfect happiness of God, and occupation with Christ.


b.  Spiritual understanding is Bible doctrine in the other compartments of the of the soul.


c.  Without the teaching ministry of God the Holy Spirit and the faithful studying and teaching of our pastor-teacher, it is impossible for us to have the full knowledge of God’s plan.



(1)  We cannot learn doctrine on our own by reading books, by reading the Bible, by praying, or by waiting for some daily supernatural revelation by God the Holy Spirit.  We need a pastor-teacher and the teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit to learn the ‘full-knowledge’ of the word of God.


(2)  God has a logical systematic way of communicating doctrine, and He does so through the spiritual power of God the Holy Spirit combined with the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher (given to male believers only).



(3)  There is nothing wrong with reading our Bible, but we are not designed by God to learn the whole realm of doctrine on our own.  We are very capable of learning background information, biblical history, and divine mandates, but not the depths of doctrine that God wants us to learn.  If we could learn the whole realm of doctrine without a pastor-teacher, there would be no need for the spiritual gift, and therefore, God’s system would be flawed, and God would not be God.  The very existence of the spiritual gift is proof of its absolute necessity for spiritual growth.
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