Col 1:7



 - is the comparative adverb KATHWS, meaning “as, just as.”
- is the second person plural aorist active indicative from the verb MANTHANW, meaning “to learn.”

The culminative aorist views all that the Colossian believers have learned in its entirety, but regards it from its existing results, namely, they now have metabolized doctrine circulating in their soul.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “have.”

The active voice indicates that the Colossian believers produce the action of the verb—having metabolized the doctrine taught by their pastor.


The declarative indicative mood states the reality that these believers have grown in grace and the knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ through consistent positive volition to the teaching of doctrine by their pastor-teacher.

- is the preposition APO plus the ablative of source from the masculine singular proper noun EPAPHRAS, meaning “from Epaphras.”
, - is the descriptive genitive masculine singular from the article TOU plus verbal adjective AGAPĒTOS, meaning “beloved” plus the masculine singular noun SUNDOULOS, meaning “fellow-slave” and the possessive genitive first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “our”.  The entire phrase is “from our beloved fellow-slave Epaphras.”
“just as you have learned from Epaphras, our beloved fellow-slave,”
 - is the nominative masculine singular subject from the relative pronoun HOS, meaning “who” and referring back to Epaphras.

 - is the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, “to be.”

This is a retroactive progressive present tense denoting that which has begun in the past and continues into the present.  It is translated “who keeps on being.”

The active voice indicates that Epaphras produces the action of the verb, being a faithful minister of Christ.


The declarative indicative mood is a dogmatic statement of fact.  Paul is very dogmatic here because of the false teachers who claimed that pastors like Epaphras were not teaching their congregation the whole realm of doctrine, but leaving out the importance of keeping the Mosaic Law for salvation.

, - is the predicate nominative masculine singular from the adjective PISTOS, meaning “a faithful” plus the predicate nominative noun DIAKONOS, meaning “minister” (literally—one who waits on tables and serves the food) plus the genitive of possession from the article and the masculine singular noun CHRISTOS, meaning “of Christ” and finally the preposition HUPER plus the genitive of relationship from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “on your behalf,” or “on behalf of you.”
“who keeps on being a faithful minister of Christ on your behalf.”
Col 1:7 corrected translation
“just as you have learned from Epaphras, our beloved fellow-slave, who keeps on being a faithful minister of Christ on your behalf.”
Explanation:
1.  This passage describes the characteristics of a minister of Christ or as is said in Eph 4:11, a “pastor-teacher.”
2.  There are four characteristics mentioned here:


a.  The pastor must teach doctrine.  This is described in the phrase “you have learned.”  Teaching is the primary function of the pastor.  It is more important than anything else he does, because he is the only one with the spiritual gift to do it.  If the pastor is teaching the doctrines of the New Testament, so that you not only learn them, but also can never forget them, then he is doing his job correctly.



(1)  Notice that believers are expected to learn from their pastor.  No believer can learn doctrine unless he does at least three things:




(a)  First, he or she must have the positive volition to go to where doctrine is being taught.




(b)  Second, he or she must sit down, shut up, listen, and concentrate on what is being taught, so that he or she does not misunderstand what is being taught.




(c)  Third, he or she must believe what is taught.  Understanding the doctrine academically is not being taught; we must believe the doctrine so that that which we have learned has a positive affect on how we think and what we do.  Knowledge without affect on our character is meaningless.



(2)  The Colossian believers were positive to the teaching of doctrine from their pastor-teacher, Epaphras.  Notice that Paul does not take the credit for the spiritual growth of these believers (remember, he had never been to Colossae), but gives the credit where the credit was due—to an invisible hero.


b.  The pastor is a slave.  All pastors who are worth anything in the ministry are slaves to the study of the word of God.  In order for the pastor to do his job of teaching properly, he must first be a super-student of the word of God.  Studying the word of God is a full time job and far more difficult than almost any other job in life.  Why?  Because there is no room for error.  The pastor must completely and thoroughly understand the mind and thinking of the writer and how God the Holy Spirit used his vocabulary and literary style to convey God’s thought to mankind.  This kind of understanding only comes with years of study in the original languages of Scripture and years of academic training in theology.  This requires tremendous self-discipline on the part of the pastor to prepare prior to receiving a congregation from our Lord and to prepare each day to feed that congregation on a consistent basis.


c.  The minister must be faithful.  Faithfulness is the ability to do the same thing over and over again, regardless of how we feel about it.  The pastor must be willing to study and teach, study and teach, study and teach, day in and day out, week after week, month after month, year after year, over and over and over again.  That is consistency and that is faithfulness.  The faithful pastor is not one who calls on the congregation at home, or visits the sick, or witnesses throughout the community; that is the job of the deacons and the congregation.  The pastor must labor privately in his study under the watchful eye of God the Holy Spirit—that is his faithfulness.


d.  The minister must do all this for his congregation, not for himself.  The congregation is to the pastor as the right woman is to the right man—he loves her so much he is willing to work long hours, suffer mentally and physically, and labor to the point of exhaustion just to provide what little he can for her.  The pastor’s attitude is one of virtue-love for his congregation.  This means he has both personal and unconditional love for the members.  Some members he loves personally because they are positive to doctrine and love the teaching of the word of God, others he loves from his virtue, patiently waiting for them to grow up spiritually.  But in each case, he is deeply concerned for their spiritual well being and will do whatever it takes to feed them their necessary spiritual food.

3.  Description of the Pastor.


a.  The spiritual gift of pastor-teacher is the divinely appointed vehicle for the communication of the doctrines of the Church Age to every believer-priest.

b.  The gift of pastor-teacher is a spiritual gift sovereignly bestowed by the Holy Spirit at salvation totally apart from any human merit or ability.


c.  The gift provides the right for the pastor to go directly to the Canon of Scripture and dig out divine policy himself, grow spiritually based on his personal study of the word of God, and communicate doctrine in public after proper preparation.  The royal family is, therefore, under the authority of their own right pastor to grow spiritually.


d.  All kinds of people receive the spiritual gift.  All kinds of preparation exist.  No person or personality should be stereotyped as that of a pastor.


e.  The pastor has the authority of an apostle, except that the pastor is limited to one local church.  The gift is bestowed only on males.  The pastor can abuse his authority by spiritual bullying or by not using his God-given authority.  He is the final authority in the local church.  God’s delegated authority is the pastor’s means of protecting the sheep.


f.  Only with spiritual growth comes the knowledge that one has this spiritual gift.

4.  Scriptures Related to the Pastor.


a.  2 Tim 2:15, “Be diligent, be single-minded [in studying] to present yourself approved to God, as a workman who does not need to be ashamed, accurately handling the Word of Truth.”

b.  Acts 20:28, “Be on guard for yourselves and for the flock, among whom the Holy Spirit has made you guardian [EPISKOPOS] to shepherd [POIMAINO] the church of God which He purchased with his own blood.”

c.  Eph 3:7-9, “Through which Gospel I have become a minister according to the gift of the grace of God which was given to me on the basis of the function of His divine power.  To me, the very least of all saints, this grace has been given to preach to the Gentiles the unfathomable riches [wealth] of Christ and to make known to all what is the dispensation of the mystery which has been concealed from ages [theocentric dispensations] in the God who created all things.”

d.  1 Tim 1:12-14, “I thank Christ Jesus our Lord who has poured the power into me, because He considered me faithful, putting me into the ministry.  Even though I was formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, a violent aggressor, yet I was shown mercy because I acted ignorantly and in unbelief.  And the grace of our Lord was more abundant with the faith and love which are in Christ Jesus.”

e.  Heb 13:7, “Remember those who rule over you, who communicate the Word from God to you; carefully consider the issue of their way of life [number priority to doctrine]; imitate their doctrine.”

f.  Heb 13:17, “Keep obeying those [pastors] who themselves are ruling over you, and submit to their authority, for they keep watch over your souls, as those who will render an account.  Keep obeying them, in order that they may do this [accounting] with happiness and not with groaning, for this is unprofitable for you.”

g.  Isa 54:17, “`No weapon that is formed against you will prosper, and every tongue that rises against you in judgment, you will condemn.  This is the heritage of the servants of the Lord, and their vindication is from Me,’ declares the Lord.”

h.  1 Pet 5:2, “Feed the flock of God among you, not from compulsion, but voluntarily according to the will of God.”

i.  2 Tim 4:2, “Preach the Word.  Be ready in season and out of season.  Reprove, rebuke, exhort [when warranted by context], and do this with all patience and teaching.”

j.  1 Tim 4:10, “For because of this [communication of doctrine], we work hard to the point of exhaustion, and we hang in there tough because we have confidence in the living God who is the Savior of all men.”  


k.  2 Tim 2:23-26, “Avoid foolish and stupid speculations, knowing that they give birth to controversies.  The servant of the Lord [pastor-teacher] must not be quarrelsome, but kind to all, able to teach, patient when wronged; with humility exercising disciplinary action toward those who are in opposition, so that perhaps God may give them a change of mental attitude, resulting in epignosis knowledge of doctrine, and come to their senses, and escape from the snare of the devil [cosmic involvement], having been held captive by him to do his will.”

l.  Eph 4:16, “Because of whom [Jesus Christ], the entire body, being joined together [baptism of the Spirit], and being inculcated [repetitious teaching of the mystery doctrine] by every joint of supply [pastor-teacher] on the basis of the operational power [omnipotence of Trinity], in measure, one [pastor-teacher] for each part [segment of believers].”

m.  Matt 25:21, “Well done, good and faithful servant.  You have been faithful in a few things; I will make you ruler over many things.  Enter into the happiness of your Lord.”

n.  2 Tim 4:2, “Preach the Word.  Be ready in season and out of season.  Therefore, reprove, rebuke, exhort with all patience and instruction.”

o.  Eph 4:13, “Until we all attain the unity of doctrine and the epignosis knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature person to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ.”

p.  Eph 3:20-21, “But you did not learn Christ in this way, if indeed you have heard Him and have been taught in Him, just as truth is in Jesus.”

q.  1 Pet 5:4, “When the Chief Shepherd [Christ] appears [Rapture], you [faithful pastors] will receive the unfading crown of glory.”

r.  Phil 4:1, “Therefore, my brethren, loved ones [congregation who is respected for their faithfulness], deeply desired ones, my happiness and my crown, keep on being stabilized [winners of the crow of righteousness].”

s.  1 Thes 2:19-20, “For who is our hope or happiness or crown of boasting [glory]?  Is it not you in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at His coming?  [At the Judgment Seat of Christ, those who have attained spiritual maturity are the crown of glory for the pastor.]  “For you are our glory and our happiness.”

t.  Heb 6:10, “God is not unjust to disregard your occupation and the virtue-love which you have demonstrated toward His person [occupation with Christ], because you have ministered to the saints and you keep on ministering to them.”

u.  Jn 3:30, “He increases . . . I decrease.”
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