Col 1:3



- is the first person plural present active indicative of the verb EUCHARISTEW, which means to give thanks, and is almost always a reference to man giving thanks to God for something.  The first person plural indicates that Paul and other believers are giving thanks for these believers.


This could be either an Iterative present for what recurs at successive intervals, when Paul’s prayer group prays, or more likely it is a customary present, which indicates that which habitually occurs.


The active voice indicates that Paul and the other believers who travel with him produce the action.


The declarative indicative mood is a simple statement of fact.
- is the dative singular indirect object from the article and noun THEOS, “to God.”
 - is the appositional use noun PATĒR in the dative singular indirect object, which will further define to whom Paul is referring as “God” in the context.  This is translated “to God, the Father.”  Next comes the descriptive of relationship from the article TOU and the noun KURIOS, meaning “of the Lord.”  With this we have the possessive genitive from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “our.”  Finally, we have the genitive of relationship from the proper nouns IĒSOUS and CHRISTOS, “of Jesus Christ.”  The entire phrase is translated, “the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
 - is the adverb of time PANTOTE, meaning “at all times” and should be connected with the main verb, indicating that whenever Paul and others pray for these believers, they always give thanks for them.

“We give thanks at all times to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,”
 - is the preposition PERI plus the adverbial genitive plural of reference from the personal pronoun SU, meaning “concerning you” or “for you.”
 - is the first person plural present middle participle from the verb PROSEUCHOMAI, meaning to pray for someone.


This is an iterative present, which indicates what occurs at successive intervals.  Paul does not pray constantly without stopping, but frequently, consistently, or habitually.


The indirect middle lays stress upon Paul, the agent, as producing the action.


The temporal participle is used to indicate that at those times when Paul’s prays for the Colossian believers, he is also thankful for them.  It is translated “while praying.”
“while praying concerning you,”
Col 1:3 corrected translation
“We give thanks at all times to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, while praying concerning you,”
Explanation:
1.  In all Paul’s epistles (except Galatians), the salutation is followed by a prayer of thanksgiving.  This prayer establishes seven principles for us as believers.

2.  Principles of Application:

a.  Thankfulness or gratitude is demanded of the believer.



(1)  Are you thankful for anyone?



(2)  Thankfulness for others is a matter of gratitude of the soul.  Gratitude or thankfulness does not come naturally to the believer; it must be developed, like any other capacity in the spiritual life, through learning and applying the word of God.



(3)  Unbelievers are grateful, and anything the unbeliever can do is not the Christian way of life.  Therefore, this gratitude is a supernatural gratitude, which comes from the filling of the Holy Spirit.  It is based on virtue love—personal love for God and unconditional love for all mankind.



(4)  This gratitude is the attitude of thankfulness for others even after they have done us wrong, even after they have run us down, even after they have mistreated us, abused us, been unfair to us, and hated us.



(5)  This thankfulness for others is not something we can work up emotionally from our own thinking.  It must come from the doctrine circulating in our soul.



(6)  This thankfulness is based on grace orientation toward others and doctrinal orientation to reality.  We remember that other believers have the same imputation of God’s perfect righteousness that we have.  Therefore, God the Father expects us to love them just as much as He does.  And this love, which we have for them, includes thankfulness.



(7)  In every epistle (except Galatians), Paul was thankful for the believers to whom he wrote, and this included those believers who hated him, despised him, and ran him down behind his back.



(8)  In our next prayer for others, let us not forget to be thankful for our enemies; for they provide the opportunity for accelerated spiritual growth through suffering for blessing and testing to provide spiritual momentum.


b.  Others should be thankful for us.  Is any one thankful for you?



(1)  Do you conduct your life in such a manner that anyone else has motivation to be thankful for you?  If not, then perhaps something is wrong with you.



(2)  Be careful that you do not attempt to do nice things for others just so you can receive their approbation.  That is a sin, motivated by approbation lust from the old sin nature.



(3)  Our motivation is to do whatever we do as if we were doing it for the Lord Jesus Christ, expecting our reward and praise to come from God the Father, not from other believers, not from our friends, and not from our husband or wife.


c.  We are to be thankful to God the Father?



(1)  Notice in this verse that Paul is thankful to God the Father for other believers, even those believers whom he has never met.



(2)  In all cases, at all times, and for all reasons, we are commanded to be thankful to God.



(3)  Thanksgiving fulfills the divine mandates of:




(a)  1 Thes 5:18, “In everything give thanks, for this is the will of God concerning you.”



(b)  Eph 5:20, “Always be thankful with reference to all things to God even the Father through the person of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

d.  We should pray for others.



(1)  Do you pray for anyone?



(2)  Note that Paul consistently prays for other believers.  Prayer is a habitual thing with Paul.  It is something that should be engaged in at least daily.



(3)  As a part of each prayer session, we are responsible to pray for others.  This is commanded in:




(a)  1 Thes 5:25, “Brethren, pray for us.”



(b)  2 Thes 1:11, “To this end also we pray for you always that our God may make you worthy of your election, and fulfill every desire for integrity and your work of faith in power.”



(c)  1 Tim 2:8, “Therefore, I want the men in every place to pray, lifting up holy hands, without wrath and dissension.”  Note that rebound must precede prayer.




(d)  Heb 13:18, “Pray for us, for we are sure that we have a good conscience, desiring to conduct ourselves honorably in all things.”



(e)  Jas 5:16, “Therefore, ...pray for one another.”

e.  We should pray to God the Father.



(1)  All prayer for the Church Age believer is directed toward God the Father.  In fact, all prayer by all believers in all dispensations is directed to God the Father.  This is why Paul emphasizes God the Father in this verse.



(2)  The precedent for us is given in the example of the humanity of Jesus Christ during the Incarnation.  All His prayers were addressed to God the Father.  Not once did He address a prayer to God the Holy Spirit.



(3)  All prayer is addressed to God the Father, in the name of the Son, through the power of the Holy Spirit.



(4)  All believers are commanded to pray; 1 Thes 5:17, “Pray without ceasing.”

f.  We should follow the proper order of prayer, when praying.  What is the proper order in prayer?



(1)  Recovery from carnality—acknowledge our sins to God the Father, so that we will be in fellowship with God.  Then the power of the filling of God the Holy Spirit can take our prayers and make them efficacious (effective) to God the Father.  Therefore, God the Father is now free to answer our prayers because they are made on the basis of our being in union with Christ.



(2)  Thanksgiving for others is the thrust of this passage and an obligation which God places on every believer, so that all of us become the beneficiaries of the prayers of others.



(3)  Petition for others is a second thrust of this passage and another obligation which God places on every believer, so that every believer becomes the beneficiary of the prayers of others.



(4)  Petition for self.  This principle is not taught here but is very definitely taught in Scripture.  Phil 4:6, “Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God.”
3

