Col 1:29


 - is the preposition EIS plus the accusative of purpose from the neuter singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “For which purpose.”
 - is the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also.”
 - is the first person singular present active indicative from the verb KOPIAW, meaning “to work hard, to toil, to strive, to struggle.”

The present tense is a customary present to denote that which habitually occurs, or may be reasonably expected to occur.  It is Paul’s habit to work to the point of exhaustion in studying and teaching the word of God.


The active voice indicates that the apostle produces the action of the verb.


The indicative mood is declarative to denote a simple statement of fact.

“For which purpose also I toil,”
 - is the parenthetic nominative masculine first person singular present middle participle from the verb AGONIZOMAI, meaning “to fight, to struggle, to strive, exerting oneself.”

The present tense is a customary present (see above).


The middle voice is indirect, laying stress on Paul as the agent, the one producing the action, emphasizing the part taken by Paul in the action of the verb.


The circumstantial participle expresses the attendant circumstances—an additional fact or thought that goes with the main verb “to work hard, toil.”
 - is the preposition KATA plus the adverbial accusative of reference from the feminine singular article and noun ENERGEIA and the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun.  The phrase should be translated “on the basis of His enabling [or operational] power.”
“exerting myself on the basis of His enabling power,”
 - is the accusative feminine singular present active articular participle from the verb ENERGEW.  The intransitive use, which we have here, means “to become effective, to work, to make operational.”

The article is used as a relative pronoun, meaning “which [enabling power].”

The present tense is static, representing a condition, which is assumed as perpetually existing, or to be ever taken for granted as a fact.


The middle voice is always used in this verb with impersonal subjects and here is dynamic, emphasizing the subject as participating in the results of the action.  It relates the action of the verb more intimately to the subject.


The participle is circumstantial (see above).

- is the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “in me.”
 - is the preposition EN plus the instrumental of means from the feminine singular noun DUNAMIS, meaning “by means of [divine] power.”
“which becomes effective in me by means of [divine] power.”
Col 1:29 corrected translation
“For which purpose also I toil, exerting myself on the basis of His enabling power, which becomes effective in me by means of [divine] power.”
Explanation:
1.  Paul toils by studying and teaching Bible doctrine every day.  This is his life’s work.  This is the ministry given to him by the Lord Jesus Christ.  He toils for a purpose—that he might present every believer at the Judgment Seat of Christ as a mature believer.


a.  The proper motivation of the pastor is to so teach the word of God that his congregation grows in grace and the knowledge of the Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.


b.  It is not the pastor’s ministry to call on the sick, call on the congregation, or be a social director or a dating service.  He has his hands full just studying the original languages of Scripture, exegeting the passage, interpreting the passage, and then preparing his notes to speak.


c.  Mental labor is far more physically draining than manual labor.

2.  Paul further illustrates how he toils by describing it as exerting himself in the way a wrestler does in the Olympic games.  Wrestling is the most physically demanding of all sports; it requires every ounce of energy the body has.  Likewise, Paul uses every ounce of mental energy he has to study and teach the word of God.  In the same manner also, God expects us to use every ounce of concentration we have to pay attention to the teaching of doctrine.

3.  Then Paul describes the power used to perform this work of toiling or working to the point of exhaustion.  The power is provided by God the Father and is found in the provision of the filling of God the Spirit, the supernatural power for the execution of the Christian way of life.  God the Father’s power, provided through one of the ministries of God the Holy Spirit, is the standard by which every Christian does anything related to the execution of the plan of God.


a.  Everything we do as Christians is done in the power of God the Holy Spirit, also known as the filling or influence of the Holy Spirit.


b.  We are incapable as human beings of performing any act of divine good apart from the power of God the Holy Spirit controlling our souls.

4.  Finally, Paul states that this enabling power becomes effective or operational in him by means of divine power.  The ultimate in divine power is the word of God, the Scriptures; that is, Bible doctrine resident in the soul of the believer.


a.  Heb 4:12, “For the word of God is alive and powerful, sharper than any machaira [the Roman two-edged short sword], piercing even to the division of the soul and the spirit, the joints and the marrow, and is a critic of thoughts and intents of the heart.”

b.  2 Tim 3:16, “All Scripture is God-breathed, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness.”
5.  So there are two great spiritual powers described in this verse: the filling of the Holy Spirit power and the word of God circulating in the believer’s soul.  They must go together; one will not work properly without the other.  These are the two power options of the Christian life.

6.  Compare Col 1:11; Eph 1:19; 3:7, 20; 2 Tim 1:7.


a.  Col 1:11 “because we have been endowed with all power [filling of the Holy Spirit] according to the standard of the omnipotence of His glory [divine essence] resulting in all endurance and patience associated with happiness.”

b.  Eph 1:19, “and what is the surpassing greatness of His power [filling of the Holy Spirit] toward us who believe for the function of His superior power [Bible doctrine in the soul].”

c.  2 Tim 1:7, “For God has not given us a lifestyle of fear, but of power [filling of the Holy Spirit] and virtue-love and momentum [results of doctrine in the soul].”

d.  Eph 3:7, “of which gospel I was made a minister, according to the gift of God’s grace which was given to me according to the working of His power [both the filling of the Holy Spirit and doctrine circulating in Paul’s stream of consciousness].”

e.  Eph 3:20, “Now to Him who is able to do infinitely more than we could ask or be imagining, according to the power that works in us [both the filling of the Holy Spirit and Bible doctrine in the soul].”
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