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

 - is the accusative of apposition from the neuter singular article and noun MUSTERION, meaning “the mystery.”  A reference to Church Age doctrine not revealed to anyone prior to the day of Pentecost with the exception of a few statements by our Lord who prophesied the beginning of the Church.

- is the accusative of apposition neuter singular articular perfect passive participle from the verb APOKRUPTW, meaning “to be hidden.”

The article is used as a relative pronoun, “which.”

The perfect tense is a consummative perfect presenting the consummated process of keeping Church Age doctrine hidden from all believers in past dispensations.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “has.”

The passive voice indicates that the mystery doctrine of the Church Age receives the action of being hidden.


The participle is circumstantial providing an additional thought or fact to that of the main verb.

 - is the preposition APO plus the ablative of separation from the masculine plural article and noun AIWN, meaning “ages, eternity past, ages long past.”  The prepositional phrase means “from eternity past.”
- is the connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the preposition APO again and the ablative of separation from the feminine plural noun GENEA, meaning “those descended from a common ancestor, a clan; the sum total of those born at the same time, expanded to include all those living at a given time—generation; the time of a generation=age; a period of time; from earliest times.”  This is a reference to all of human history from the creation of Adam onward.  It is translated “from the generations.”
“the mystery which has been hidden from eternity past and from the generations,”
 - is the postpositive conjunctive particle DE used in its contrasting sense, meaning “but” plus the adverb of time NUN, meaning “now.”
 - is the third person singular aorist passive indicative of the verb PHANEROW, meaning “to be revealed, to be made known.”

The aorist tense is gnomic aorist, which regards a generally accepted fact or truth as fixed in its certainty or axiomatic in its character.  There was no doubt in Paul’s mind that Church Age doctrine was being revealed right then during his lifetime and it was information that God had never revealed to anyone previously.


The passive voice indicates that the mystery doctrine of the Church Age receives the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

, - is the dative of advantage from the masculine plural article and noun HAGIOS plus the possessive genitive from the third masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun.  The phrase is translated “for the benefit of His saints.”
“but now is being revealed for the benefit of His saints,”
Col 1:26 corrected translation
“the mystery which has been hidden from eternity past and from the generations, but now is being revealed for the benefit of His saints,”
Explanation:
1. Paul continues his sentence begun in the previous verse to elaborate what part of the word of God he was made a minister to complete.  This message was a mystery hidden from all angels in eternity past and from all previous generations of human history.  But now, this message, this doctrine, is being revealed through the teaching ministry of God the Holy Spirit and men with the spiritual gift of apostle for the benefit of every Church Age believer.  This is the essence of what Paul is saying here.

2.  The message of God for the Church Age believer is absolutely unique.  It is so marvelous, that Moses longed to see our day.  This message is primarily found in the New Testament epistles with only hints of information in the gospels.  The chief messenger of this message was the apostle Paul.

Doctrine of the Mystery
A.  Introduction.

1.  The word “mystery” refers to the doctrine of the Church Age, called the mystery because it was never revealed in Old Testament times.


2.  Paul states in Rom 16:25-26, Col 1:25-26 and Eph 3:3-6 that this mystery is now revealed.  There is no excuse for ignorance.  Ignorance and arrogance become the two worst enemies of the believer, and cause him/her to make a wrong assessment of life, and to establish wrong priorities.  Bible doctrine must be our number one priority.


3.  The content of the mystery doctrine was first prophesied by our Lord in Jn 14:20, Acts 1:5-8.


4.  The primary function of the pastor-teacher is to communicate this mystery doctrine.



a.  1 Cor 4:1, “Let a person regard us [pastors] as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God.”


b.  1 Cor 2:7, “But we communicate God’s wisdom in a mystery, the hidden assets which God predestined before the ages to our glory.”  The doctrine is invisible and hidden, and it manufactures invisible heroes.  But no one ever becomes an invisible spiritual hero with wrong priorities.



c.  1 Tim 3:9, “With a pure conscience, keep holding the mystery, even the Church Age doctrine.”  So it is the pastor’s job to uphold the mystery, to inculcate, to repeat and teach the mystery.

B.  Etymology and Isagogics.

1.  The Greek word MUSTERION means mystery.  Paul took this noun away from its reference to the secrets of ancient mystery cults, and used it in technical, theological language to indicate that the Church Age doctrine was totally unknown in Old Testament times.  This noun is generally in the plural, referring to a number of doctrines not known in the Old Testament.  This noun was originally used of the ancient fraternities during the seventh through fourth centuries B.C. throughout ancient Greece.


2.  The essence of the ancient mysteries are the Greek fraternities and their secret doctrines and secret modus operandi.  Only those who were initiated into the fraternity knew the mystery doctrine or their secrets.


3.  Some of the famous mystery cults included:



a.  Elusis adopted by Athens.



b.  Isis, the cult of Egypt, which spread to Corinth.



c.  The mystery sorority of Dionysis for women only, which included dancing, drinking, drugs, ecstatics, madness, lesbianism, ritual shouting, and human sacrifice.



d.  The mystery cult of Mythris was for men only.



e.  The male worshippers of Sybile castrated themselves in the frenzy of the rites.



f.  The Orphic mystery cults centered on the singer Orpheus.  It emphasized purification, and the means whereby the soul might escape the body and ascend into the realm of the blessed.  A tremendous amount of human sacrifice was related to these cults.


4.  The mystery cults of the ancient world were based on Greek, Egyptian, and Roman mythology.  Most of these mystery fraternities were related to the gods of the underworld, or goddesses like Dimetre, Dionysis, Sybile, Adonis, and Isis.  They are related to the growth of crops: they die in the winter, come back in the spring.  Thus, human sacrifices were offered in the winter so that in the spring everything would come back.


5.  Every Hellenistic fraternity had secret doctrines and cultic rites in which the destinies of the gods were portrayed, and those initiated were supposed to share the fate of these gods.


6.  Therefore, a vocabulary was developed in the Attic Greek.



a.  The Greek word MUEO means to be initiated into the mysteries of the fraternity.  This initiation was comprised of inculcation and teaching someone the secrets and doctrines of the fraternity which were never to be revealed to outsiders.  So to be initiated meant to learn, so that you knew what your fraternity stood for.



b.  The Greek word MUSTE referred to those who were initiated, to those who persevered until they actually learned all the fraternity doctrine.



c.  The MUSTIKOS was used for the secret rites of the doctrines that had to be learned.  So all the doctrines were called MUSTIKOS.



d.  The word MUSTERION came down into the Koine, the word used in the New Testament.  MUSTERION referred to the content of the doctrine, the actual principles and points that had to be learned.  MUSTERION was used to describe the false doctrines of these ancient Greek fraternities.  But the apostle Paul took this noun away from the Greek fraternities and Gnostic cosmology and gave it, under the ministry of the Holy Spirit, a Biblical definition which stands in the word of God forever.


7.  While most of the Attic Greek words remained in the realm of demonism, false doctrine, cults, promiscuity, human sacrifice, our noun MUSTERION is a Biblical word used twenty-three times in the New Testament.  Paul uses it twenty-one times.


8.  Jesus Christ used the noun for the first time when He first presented Church Age doctrine to the disciples during His Hypostatic Union in Mt 13:11 and Mk 4:10-11.  A parable is a story about some common event designed to teach something.  The disciples were trying to understand why our Lord taught in the form of parables.  Our Lord answered in Mt 13:11, “To you it has been given to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them [unbelievers] it has not been given.”


a.  Believers would be taught and understand the doctrine being taught in the parable; unbelievers could only understand the events of the story.



b.  Church Age doctrine has not been given to unbelievers.



c.  So mystery means something that can only be understood by those who are in the fraternity, i.e., every believer in Jesus Christ.



d.  Jesus was explaining why He was teaching Jewish eschatology in parables.  The Jewish unbeliever could understand the narrative but not the doctrine.  Therefore, the doctrine was a mystery in that it was unknown to the Jewish unbeliever.  This is why the scribes and Pharisees never understood the application of Jesus’ parables.

9.  ‘Mystery’ designates the complete blackout of Church Age doctrine to the Old Testament writers before our Lord came in the flesh.

C.  The Divine Blackout of the Mystery Doctrine in Old Testament Times.

1.  The Church Age and its unique doctrines are a mystery, the sum total of the unique doctrines of the Church Age.


2.  The mechanics of salvation are not a mystery.  The mystery begins with the Church Age believer after salvation, i.e., what is the Christian way of life.


3.  None of the following unique doctrines were known to the Old Testament writers of Scripture:



a.  The baptism of the Holy Spirit.



b.  The new spiritual species of the royal family of God.



c.  The unique protocol plan of God with its precisely correct procedure.



d.  The equal privilege and equal opportunity of every Church Age believer to execute the plan of God.



e.  Our portfolio of invisible spiritual assets (the empowering of the Holy Spirit and His teaching ministry to us plus so many other things).


f.  The unique royal commissions—our royal priesthood and ambassadorship.



g.  The indwelling of each member of the Trinity in the body of every Church Age believer.



h.  The 100% availability of divine power (the omnipotence of the Father, Son, and Spirit).



i.  The dispensation of invisible heroes having personal, national, international, and angelic impact.


4.  Rom 16:25-26, “Now to Him who is able to stabilize you according to my Gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery which was kept secret for long ages past [Old Testament], but is now manifested even by the Scriptures of the New Testament prophets according to the mandate of the eternal God.  It has now been made known to all Gentiles for obedience to the doctrine.”

5.  Col 1:25-26, “on behalf of which (Church), I myself have become a servant according to the divine office which has been granted to me for you to complete the word of God, the mystery which has been hidden from eternity past and from the generations—but now is being revealed for the benefit of His saints,”

6.  Church Age doctrine was blacked out in the Old Testament.  There are many Old Testament passages, which could have mentioned the Church Age but passed over it.  Between the following passages the Church Age occurred and so could have been revealed, but it was passed over in silence: Dan 2:40()41, 7:23()24, 8:22()23, 11:35()36; Hos 5:15()6:1.  The () is the dispensation of the Church Age, which was inserted into human history, but unknown prior to Pentecost.
D.  The Communication of Mystery Doctrine.

1.  There are two categories of communicators of this mystery doctrine of the Church Age.



a.  The apostles communicated mystery doctrine in the pre-Canon period of the Church Age, and some wrote it down, especially Paul after being confined in the first Roman imprisonment.



b.  The pastor-teacher communicates the mystery doctrine in the post-Canon period of the Church Age to his generation.


2.  1 Cor 2:7, “But we communicate God’s wisdom in a mystery, the hidden assets which God predestined before the ages to our glory.”

3.  1 Cor 4:1, “Let mankind regard us [Paul, Apollos, Peter] in this manner as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God.”

4.  The same principle is found in Eph 3:7-9, “through which gospel I have become a minister according to the gift of the grace of God which was given to me on the basis of the function [working] of His Divine power [omnipotence of the Holy Spirit].  To me, the very least of all the saints, this grace has been given to preach to the Gentiles the unfathomable [inscrutable] wealth of Christ, and to teach to all [believers] what is the dispensation of the mystery [unique Church Age] which has been concealed from the ages in the God [JC] who created all things.”

5.  1 Tim 3:9, “With a pure conscience, keep holding the mystery, even doctrine.”

6.  Col 2:2, “in order that their hearts might receive encouragement, by having been instructed in virtue-love and resulting in all [spiritual] wealth from the certainty of understanding because of the full knowledge of the mystery of God from Christ.”

7.  One of the functions of the pastor-teacher is described in Eph 3:9.  “And to make perspicuous what is the dispensation of the mystery.”  The context is Eph 3:2-6, “Inasmuch as you have heard about the dispensation of the grace of God which was given to me for your benefit, that through revelation the mystery doctrine was made known to me just as I have already written briefly.  By reading this, you ought to be able to understand my technical knowledge about the mystery of Christ which was not made known to mankind in other ages, so that it has now been revealed to His holy apostles, even the prophets, by the Spirit; that Gentiles are fellow-heirs and members together of the same body and sharers together of the same promises in Christ Jesus through the Gospel.”  Never before in human history has the grace policy of God promised so much for the ordinary believer, no matter how insignificant his life may be.
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