Col 1:25


 - is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular relative pronoun HOS, (the genitive case being used because of attraction back to the antecedent), meaning “on behalf of which [Church]” and refers back to the genitive singular HĒ EKKLĒSIA (the Church) in the previous verse.

 - is the nominative subject from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “I” plus the first person singular aorist middle indicative from the verb GINOMAI, meaning “to become.”

The aorist tense is culminative for the life of Paul looked at in its entirety but regarded from its existing result—he has become a minister of the Church.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “have.”

The middle voice is a direct middle and refers the results of the action directly to the agent with a reflexive force.  It can be translated “I myself” and emphasizes Paul’s personal responsibility as a servant of God.

The indicative mood is declarative for the reality of the fact Paul has become a minister.

 - is the predicate nominative masculine singular from the noun DIAKONOS, meaning “a servant, a waiter.”  The absence of the article indicates the high quality of the noun.  Paul was not just any old servant; he was THE SERVANT of the Church.

“on behalf of which [Church] I myself have become a servant”
 - is the preposition KATA plus the adverbial accusative of reference from the feminine singular article and the noun OIKONOMIA plus the possessive genitive of the masculine singular proper noun THEOS, meaning “according to the divine office.”  BAG p. 559 states, “Paul applies the idea of administration to the office of an apostle, ‘I have been entrusted with a commission,’ 1 Cor 9:17 and translate this phrase “according to the divine office which has been granted to me for you.”
- is the articular accusative feminine singular aorist passive participle from the verb DIDOMAI, meaning “to be given.”

The accusative feminine singular article is used as a demonstrative pronoun, meaning “which [office].


The culminative aorist regards Paul’s office as a servant of the Church in its entirety but regards it from the standpoint of its existing results—he had nothing to do with it; it was all God’s doing.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “has.”

The passive voice indicates that Paul received the action.


The participle is circumstantial and precedes the action of the main verb “I have become.”  Paul was given the office of apostle before he functioned as a servant of God.

 - is the dative of advantage and indirect object from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, “to me for my benefit.”
 - is the preposition EIS plus the accusative of purpose from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “for your benefit.”  EIS plus the accusative of relationship expressing advantage (see Brooks & Winberry, p. 61f.) here acts for the dative of advantage, since the dative of advantage was just used with MOI above.  Paul used a different yet unexpected method in Greek to express exactly what he wanted without being tied into knots linguistically.  His pure genius is at work here.

“according to the divine office which has been given to me for your benefit”
 - is the aorist active infinitive from the verb PLĒROW, meaning “to fill up, to fill with a certain quality, to complete or finish, to fulfill, to make full; to bring to completion.”

The aorist tense is constative for the entirety of Paul’s purpose as a servant for the entire Church.


The active voice indicates that Paul produces the action of the verb.


The infinite is an infinite of purpose, indicating God’s purpose in making Paul one of His servants.  This can be translated either “to complete the word of God” or “that I might fill up your deficiency of the word of God.”
 - is the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun LOGOS plus the possessive genitive masculine singular from the article and the noun THEOS, meaning “the word of God.”
“to complete the word of God.”
Col 1:25 corrected translation
“on behalf of which I myself have become a servant according to the divine office which has been given to me for your benefit to complete the word of God.”
Explanation:
1.  Paul picks up the from where he left off at the end of verse twenty-three by repeating almost word for word the same construction—”of which I myself have become a servant.”  In the former verse, Paul related his ministry to the gospel of Christ, thus emphasizing the evangelizing function of his apostleship.  Here he relates his ministry to the word of God, thus emphasizing the teaching function of his ministry.


a.  All pastors have a dual function:  to evangelize those unbelievers in their congregation; for all congregations have unbelievers in them, and to study and teach the word of God.


b.  All believers have a dual function of their universal priesthood: to evangelize unbelievers in their periphery and to learn the word of God.

2.  Paul lays stress on the fact that he not only became a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ, but God the Holy Spirit bestowed on him the spiritual gift of apostle.  Paul did not ask for this gift; he did not work for this gift; he was not recognized as an apostle by other believers because he was more spiritual than they; it was a gift of God given in grace, totally apart from anything good or bad on the part of the recipient.

3.  Anyone who studies and teaches the word of God is a servant to the congregation.  He prepares the spiritual food and then serves it to the congregation just as a waiter in a restaurant.  The pastor is a servant; he is not a doormat.  No congregation, no board of deacons, no member of the congregation has any right to walk all over a pastor and try to dictate to him what he should or should not teach.  The pastor is the spiritual leader of the congregation.  He does not lead by example, that has already been done by our Lord Jesus Christ.  He leads by making doctrine his number one priority in life and instructing the congregation on a consistent basis.

4.  During the dispensation of the Church, God has designed a spiritual system for the blessing of every member of the royal family of God.  The system is very simple, as are all profound things from God:


a.  The pastor is responsible for studying the word of God from the original languages of Scripture.  Studying from the original languages of Scripture forces the pastor to be objective about what God the Holy Spirit is teaching him.  It is very hard for the pastor to get emotional and have a so-called “spiritual experience” over the aorist active infinitive of some Greek verb.  Thus, the pastor labors to the point of mental exhaustion in preparing spiritual food for his congregation.


b.  The congregation must make daily volitional decisions to: come and listen to the teaching of the word of God, concentrate while the doctrine is being taught, and then accept the information as spiritual truth.


c.  Slowly, little-by-little, day-by-day, here and there a thought breaks through, until the spiritual values of the believer start to replace the human viewpoint system of thinking learned since childhood.  Gradually, the believer understands more and more of the whole realm of doctrine until he develops a personal sense of destiny reaches the point of spiritual self-confidence.


d.  Now, he starts gathering momentum and his spiritual growth begins to accelerate, when all of a sudden, he is faced with testing.  The testing comes in many forms, but he has already been prepared by God to handle the problems.  If the believer fails the test, he or she goes back to the classroom for refresher training and must eventually face the test again.  If the believer passes the test, this accelerates his/her spiritual growth to spiritual maturity.


e.  At the point of spiritual maturity, the believer receives the blessings God has been waiting to give to him/her since before the creation of the universe.  Included with these blessings are even more difficult tests and heartaches as a part of the invisible testimony against Satan in the angelic conflict.  This glorifies God more than anything we could ever do in life.


f.  This is why it was a benefit to the Colossians that Paul was a minister or servant of the Church.

5.  Finally, Paul states a two-fold reason why God made him a servant of the Church.


a.  As the apostle to the Gentiles, he was commissioned by God to spread the gospel beyond the boundaries of Israel and write the most significant portion of the New Testament—the mystery doctrines of the Church Age.  Paul was the only believer in all of history perfectly suited by God for this task.  He knew more about the Old Testament than any of the rest of the Jews.  He understood more Church Age doctrine than any other apostle at the time.  He understood the importance of the word of God more than any man who has ever lived.  He was one of the greatest believers who ever lived.


b.  As the apostle to the Gentiles, he was commissioned by God to teach the word of God to all believers with positive volition, wherever they existed, even to a little known group of Gentiles and a few Jews in a small town in Asia Minor whom he had never met but only heard about.  It was his job to teach them all the doctrine they were lacking, so that they too could grow to maturity and glorify God.  The method he chose was non-face-to-face teaching.  The benefit to us is a part of the canon of Scripture.


c.  Paul also had a two-fold purpose as an apostle and as a pastor.



(1)  As an apostle, one of God’s purposes for Paul was to complete Paul’s portion of the New Testament canon of Scripture.  Therefore, he was given the divine office of apostleship in order “to complete the word of God.”


(2)  As a pastor of the Colossian church, Paul was also responsible for filling up the deficiency of the new mystery doctrines of the Church Age in the souls of these believers.


d.  Therefore, Paul had the responsibility of writing Church Age doctrine for the new canon of Scripture and of teaching that doctrine to his congregations, so that where they were deficient in doctrine, they might be filled up with all the fullness of God and be brought to completion in their spiritual understanding and spiritual life.
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