Col 1:24



 - is the adverb of time NUN, meaning “Now.”
 - is the first person singular present active indicative of the verb CHAIRW, meaning “to rejoice, to be happy.”

The present tense is a pictorial present in which the writer describes to the reader what is now going on in his situation as he writes.


The active voice indicates that Paul produces the action of the verb.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

 - is the preposition EN plus the instrumental of cause from the neuter plural article used as a personal pronoun plus the noun PATHĒMA, meaning “because of my sufferings.”
, - is the preposition HUPER plus the genitive of advantage from the second person masculine plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “on your behalf” or “as a substitute for you.”
“Now I keep on rejoicing because of my sufferings as a substitute for you;”
 - is the epexegetical or explanatory use of the conjunction KAI translated “that is” plus the first person singular present active indicative from the verb ANTANAPLĒROW, meaning “to fill up, to complete.”

The progressive present tense is retroactive, denoting that which has begun in the past and continues into the present.


Paul produces the action of the verb.


The indicative mood is declarative for the reality that Paul fills up what is lacking regarding the afflictions or sufferings of Christ.

 - is the accusative direct object from the neuter plural article used as a personal pronoun plus the noun HUSTERĒMA, meaning “my needs, wants, deficiencies.”
 - is the genitive of reference feminine plural from the article and noun THLIPSIS, meaning “pressures, oppressions, afflictions, tribulations, distresses” plus the possessive genitive from the masculine singular noun CHRISTOS, “of Christ.”  The phrase is translated “that is I complete the deficiencies with reference to Christ’s afflictions.”
 - is the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the feminine singular article and noun SARXZ plus the possessive genitive from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “in my flesh.”
 - is the preposition HUPER plus the genitive of advantage from the neuter singular noun SWMA plus the possessive use of the third masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “as a substitute for His body.”
“that is, I complete my needs [deficiencies] of Christ’s afflictions in my flesh as a substitute for His body,”
 - is the nominative neuter singular subject from the relative pronoun HOS, meaning “which” and referring back to the neuter singular noun SWMA “[body]” plus the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: is.”

The present tense is a static present for an action that perpetually exists or can be taken for granted as a perpetual fact.  We are now and will always be members of the body of Christ.


The active voice means that the royal family of God, the Church Age believer produces the action of the verb, forever being a member of the body of Christ.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

, - is the predicate nominative feminine singular subject from the noun EKKLĒSIA, meaning “the Church” and refers to the entire body of Christ, i.e., all Church Age believers.

“which [body] is the Church.”
Col 1:24 corrected translation
“Now I keep on rejoicing because of my sufferings as a substitute for you; that is, I complete my needs [deficiencies] of Christ’s afflictions in my flesh as a substitute for His body, which [body] is the Church.”
Explanation:
1.  First, we must establish some facts regarding this verse before we can explain the verse.


a.  Paul was suffering.



(1)  He was suffering afflictions in his flesh as a substitute for the Christian Church.  He was under house arrest in Rome for two years after being in prison in Jerusalem and Syria for two years.



(2)  He also suffered mentally.  He was facing trial for the charge of treason against the Roman government for failure to worship the Roman gods and for inciting a riot in Jerusalem.  Being under house arrest, he could not move about freely to evangelize Gentiles, which was his duty as an apostle.  He was suffering the consequences of his own bad decision to go to Jerusalem against the will of God, and therefore, was set aside by God in prison for four years awaiting trial as his punishment.

b.  Paul was happy while suffering.



(1)  Paul faced the pressure of distress, suffering, adversity, and affliction in the same manner that our Lord faced the physical and mental pressures of the Cross—by sharing the perfect happiness of God in the thinking of his soul.



(2)  Paul knew that even though he was under discipline from God and from his own bad decisions, God was not done with him.  In fact, God made the most out this opportunity by motivating Paul to start writing again.  Thus we have the Ephesian, Colossian, Philemon, and Philippian epistles.



(3)  Paul also knew that because he was back in fellowship with God and functioning under God’s plan and problem solving devices, his cursing had been turned to blessing.  In fact, it was one of the greatest blessings he could ever receive—he had moved through his momentum testing while in prison in Syria and was now in undeserved suffering in Rome.


c.  Paul was completing the same suffering which our Lord suffered while on earth—undeserved suffering—and had the privilege and honor of doing so on behalf of the Church, just as our Lord had done.  This is an honor so rare, that God hardly ever bestows it on any believer.  Suffering under undeserved suffering is suffering as Christ suffered.  All believers who are advancing to maturity or who are already mature have the same sufferings as Christ in abundance.

2.  God has a purpose for our suffering—that we might be comforted by doctrine in our own souls and thereby be a comfort to others in their time of affliction.


a.  2 Cor 1:3-8, “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort; who comforts us in all our affliction so that we may be able to comfort those who are in any affliction with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God.  For just as the sufferings of Christ are ours in abundance, so also our comfort is abundant through Christ.  But if we are afflicted, it is for your comfort and salvation; or if we are comforted, it is for your comfort, which is effective in the patient enduring of the same sufferings which we also suffer; and our hope for you is firmly grounded, knowing that as you are sharers of our sufferings, so also you are sharers of our comfort.  For we do not want you to be unaware, brethren, of our affliction which came to us in Asia, that we were burdened excessively, beyond our strength, so that we despaired even of life.”

b.  1 Thes 3:3-4, 7, “So that no man may be disturbed by these afflictions; for you yourselves know that we have been destined for this.  For indeed when we were with you, we kept telling you in advance that we were going to suffer affliction; and so it came to pass, as you know.” “...for this reason, brethren, in all our distress and affliction we were comforted on account of you because of your doctrine.”
3.  The sufferings of the mature believer are an invisible and unknown blessing to other believers for both time and eternity.


a.  Eph 3:13, “Therefore I ask you not to lose heart at my tribulations on your behalf, for they are your glory.”

b.  2 Cor 4:17, “For momentary, light affliction is producing for us an eternal weight of glory far beyond all comparison.”
4.  To paraphrase Paul, he said, “I am happy because I am completing in my flesh as a substitute for the Church my deficiencies of Christ’s sufferings.”

a.  Paul had the unique honor of being allowed to suffer bodily afflictions on behalf of the entire royal family of God, as a substitute for the body of Christ just as Christ had done on the Cross.


b.  Paul suffered so that other believers would not have to.  And he did so without being a martyr and without asking for anyone to feel sorry for him.  It was a privilege and honor for which he felt totally unworthy.


c.  Paul was not suffering certain sufferings that Christ should have suffered but did not.  On the contrary, Paul was suffering the same kind of sufferings which our Lord suffered as a substitute for the Church.  Paul had the unique privilege of imitating our Lord in suffering as few believers ever have.  This is a unique blessing for only the mature believer.


d.  Paul did not have a martyr complex.  These sufferings were very real and hurt very much.  But he was extremely happy because he was able to handle the sufferings with the problem solving devices or should we call them ‘the suffering solving devices’.
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