Col 1:19




- is the casual use of the conjunction HOTI, used to explain the reason why Jesus holds the highest rank in the Church, and should be translated “because.”
- is the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “in Him.”
- is the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EUDOKEW, which means “to be well pleased or to take delight” or “to consider good, to consent, to determine, to resolve.”  Here it means “to be well pleased.”

The constative aorist is used to gather into a single whole the attitude of God the Father—He was pleased, delighted to have all the divine essence dwell in Christ during the Incarnation and thereafter.


The active voice indicates that God the Father produces the action of the verb.


The indicative mood is declarative to indicate a simple statement of fact.

“because He was pleased”
- is the accusative subject of the infinitive from the neuter singular adjective PAS plus the article and noun PLĒRWMA, meaning “all the fullness.”  This is a technical theological phrase referring to the entirety of divine essence.  This is an accusative absolute and acts as the subject of the infinitive that follows.  Compare Col 2:9, the noun THEOTES means “deity, divinity.”  Paul is using the abbreviation of the full expression here.  In Col 2:9 he uses the full expression: “the fullness of deity.”
- is the aorist active infinitive from the verb KATOIKEW, meaning to “dwell, live, reside.”

The aorist tense is constative, and gathers into one whole the entirety of the residence of the divine essence in the God-man Christ Jesus.


The active voice indicates that the entire divine essence produces the action of the verb—residing in the person of Jesus Christ.


The infinitive mood is an infinitive of purpose and denotes the aim of the action expressed by the finite verb “to be pleased.”  The infinitive of purpose requires the addition to the translation of the word “that,” which indicates purpose in English grammar.
“that all the fullness reside in Him.”
Col 1:19 corrected translation
“because He was pleased that all the fullness [of deity] reside in Him.”
Explanation:
1.  This clause is the conclusion of the thought begun in verse 15.  “Who (Jesus Christ) is the image of the invisible God.”  Then we have a parenthetical statement, which goes from Col 1:15b through verse 18.  Finally, Paul picks up the previous thought he had begun and wraps everything together.  Therefore, the entire sentence would read, “Who is the image of the invisible God (...), because He (the invisible God) was pleased that all the fullness [of deity] reside in Him.”
2.  Paul’s logical argument goes like this:


a.  Jesus Christ in the Incarnation is the image of God…

b.  (Jesus Christ also has all the privileges of the first-born in comparison with all creatures, because He created everything and existed before everything, and is the cause of the continuation of everything.  He is also the head of the Church.)


c.  …because God the Father was delighted to have all the fullness of deity reside in Him during the Incarnation.

3.  Not only does this clause establish why Jesus Christ is the image of God (because He is full of the divine essence) but it also establishes why He is the first-born with reference to every creature, why all things were created by Him in the heavens and on the earth, why He existed before all things, why all things continue to exist in the universe, and why He is the authority over the Church.

4.  Therefore, the importance of the Deity of Christ.

Doctrine of the Deity of Jesus Christ
A.  Definition.

1.  Jesus Christ is eternal God.  As a member of the Trinity, He always existed.  There never was a time when He did not exist.


2.  He is coequal and co-eternal with the Father and the Spirit, Col 1:15.  In eternity past, Jesus Christ had the same essence as the Father and Spirit.


3.  In time He still had the same functions of deity, but He also became true humanity.  Therefore, He is unique.

B.  The Syllogism of Deity.

1.  A syllogism is a logical formula consisting of two premises and a conclusion, a major and minor premise plus a conclusion, derived from deductive reasoning.


2.  The syllogism of deity is as follows: the Trinity is eternal.  Christ is a member of the Trinity.  Therefore, Christ is eternal.

C.  Scriptural Documentation.

1.  Mic 5:2 says Jesus Christ is eternal God during the incarnation.


2.  Jn 1:1-3, “In a beginning which was not a beginning there existed the Word [Jesus Christ].”

3.  Jn 8:58,”Before Abraham was born, I had always existed.”

4.  Rom 9:5, “Jesus Christ is over all” (because He is God).


5.  Tit 2:13, “The great God and our Savior.”

6.  In Heb 1:8-10, [READ THE CONTEXT FROM VERSE ONE] the Father says, “Your throne, O God [Jesus Christ].”

7.  1 Jn 5:20, “This One is the true God and eternal life.”
D.  The pre-incarnate work of Jesus Christ indicates He was God.  He is the creator of the universe, Jn 1:3; Col 1:16; Heb 1:10.  He had to be God to preexist all other creatures.

E.  The doctrine of divine decrees proves the deity of Christ.  Christ is identified with the divine decrees so as to be God, Ps 2:7-9, 22:1-6; Ps 40; Ps 110.

F.  The Hebrew word JHWH is one of the titles for Jesus Christ.  The Jews never pronounced the word.  Instead they said, “Adonai,” which means deity.  Elohim (plural) refers to the Trinity.  JHWH is used for Jesus Christ in Isa 9:6-7, 40:3; Jer 23:5-6; Zech 12:10.

G.  The essence of God is ascribed to Jesus Christ.

1.  Sovereignty, Mk 2:28; Jn 5:27; Mt 11:27; Lk 10:22; Mt 28:18; Lk 19:27; Jn 3:31; Jn 17:2; Rom 9:5; Col 2:10.


2.  Perfect righteousness and justice equals holiness, Lk 1:35; Jn 6:69; Heb 7:26.


3.  Love, Jn 13:1, 34; 1 Jn 3:16.


4.  Eternal life, Isa 9:6; Micah 5:2; Jn 1:1, 8:58; Col 1:16-17; Eph 1:4; Rev 1:11.


5.  Omniscience, Mt 9:4; Jn 2:25; 1 Cor 4:5; Col 2:3; Rev 2:23.


6.  Omnipotence, Rev 1:8.


7.  Omnipresence, Mt 28:20; Eph 1:23; Col 1:27.


8.  Immutability, Heb 13:8.


9.  Veracity, Jn 14:6; Rev 3:7.


10.  Jesus Christ did not suppress His deity in the Incarnation; this is the false doctrine of Kenosis.  Instead, He gave up the independent use of His divine attributes.

H.  Appearances of Christ in History.

1.  Theophanies (before the First Advent).



a.  As a man, Gen 18, 32:24-32.



b.  As a phenomena of nature, Ex 40:38, 33:9-23, 3:2ff, 25:22; Acts 7:30.



c.  As the angel of JHWH, Gen 16:7-18, 22:11-18, 31:11ff.  Christ is said to be the angel of JHWH in Gen 24:7, 40; Ex 23:20, 32:34; 1 Chr 21:15-18; Isa 63:9; Zech 1:12-13.  Because Christ is always the visible member of the Trinity, He never appears as the angel of JHWH after the First Advent, Jn 6:46, 1:18; 1 Tim 6:16.


2.  Christophanies were post-resurrection appearances.


3.  The First and Second Advents.  Phil 2:6, “Who though He existed in the essence of God, He did not think equality with God a gain to be seized.”
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