Col 1:17



- is the ascensive or emphatic use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “In fact, certainly, really, verily, or indeed.”
 - is the predicate nominative third masculine singular from the reflexive use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “Himself.”
 - is the third person singular present active indicative of the verb EIMI, meaning “to be, exist.”

This is a gnomic or static present tense, which is used to represent a condition, which is assumed as perpetually existing, or to be ever taken for granted as a fact.  The fact that our Lord Jesus Christ existed before all other creation is a fixed fact, which is taken for granted.


The active voice indicates that Jesus Christ Himself produces the action of the verb, existing before anything was created.


The declarative indicative mood indicates that this is a dogmatic statement of fact.

 - is the preposition PRO meaning “before” plus the adverbial genitive of time from the neuter plural adjective PAS used as a noun, meaning “before all things” and refers to our Lord’s pre-existence before all other creatures.

“In fact, He Himself exists before all things”
 - is the connection conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the nominative subject from the neuter plural article and substantive use of the adjective PAS again, meaning “and all things.” “All things” is a reference to all creatures both angelic and human, therefore, the need for the neuter gender.

- is the preposition EN plus the instrumental of means from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun and translated “by means of Him.”
. - is the third person singular perfect active indicative from the verb SUNISTĒMI, meaning “to be composed or compounded, to continue, to endure, to exist, and to hold together.”  All of these meanings apply here.  Everything in heaven and everything in the universe has been composed or compounded by our Lord; these things continue and endure because of our Lord; they exist because of Him; and they are held together by Him.


The intensive perfect tense is used when special attention is directed to the results of the action of the verb and you want to lay stress upon the existing fact.  This is a strong way of saying that a thing is.


The active voice indicates the entire universe produces the action of being held together by Christ.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of reality—Jesus Christ is the one holding the universe together.

“and by means of Him all things are held together.”
Col 1:17 corrected translation
“In fact, He Himself exists before all things and by means of Him all things are held together.”
Explanation:
1.  Paul presents two important facts in this verse to further his argument concerning the precedence of our Lord Jesus Christ as the example of divine power for the execution of the Christian way of life.


a.  Christ existed in eternity past.  His power therefore existed in eternity past.  Likewise, our power for the execution of the plan of God existed in eternity past as part of our invisible spiritual assets.


b.  Christ existed before all creation, which includes all creatures and every other thing that has been created.  This is also stated in the following passages.



(1)  Jn 1:1-3, “In a beginning which was not a beginning there always existed the Logos, furthermore the Logos always existed face to face with God, and the Logos was God.  He always existed in eternity past face to face with God.  All things came into existence by means of Him; and apart from Him nothing came into being that has come into existence.”


(2)  Jn 8:58, “Jesus replied to them, `Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham came into existence, I existed eternally.”


(3)  Jn 17:5, “And now, glorify Me together with Yourself, Father, with the glory which I ever had with You before the world existed.”


(4)  Jn 17:24, “Father, I desire that they also whom You have given Me, be with Me where I am, in order that they may behold My glory, which You have given Me; for You loved Me before the foundation of the world.”


(5)  Phil 2:6, “Who, although He eternally existed in the essence of God, did not think equality with God a profit to be seized and held.”

c.  Christ not only is the creator of all things, but all things continue to exist and are held together by Him.  This is the sustaining ministry of our Lord to the universe.



(1)  The continuation of the universe and all its creatures depends on the omnipotence and immutability of Jesus Christ, Col 1:17; Heb 1:3, “Who being the flashing forth of His glory and the exact image of His essence, also is sustaining all things by the word of His power.”


(2)  So-called scientific laws do not really exist.  They are divine laws.  They were not created by man and science cannot enforce them or guarantee that they will continue.



(3)  These so-called scientific laws are based on the statistical assumption that the universe which operates according to a fixed norm will continue to do so.  While science can observe these laws, it cannot guarantee them.



(4)  Therefore, the universe with its matter, energy, and laws of God will not always exist as it does at the present time, 2 Pet 3:10-12; Rev 20:11.



(5)  Known scientific laws and phenomena depend entirely upon the faithfulness of God, which is His omnipotence plus immutability plus veracity, Heb 13:8.



(6)  By the word of His power, Jesus Christ holds the universe together.



(7)  The reason for His doing so is to resolve the angelic conflict, Heb 2:10.



(8)  To allow God’s plan of grace to run its full course, Jesus Christ is holding the universe together now and will continue to do so.  The laws of sustaining the universe belong to God; they demonstrate His faithfulness and perfect character.  They can be changed or overruled at any time by the sovereignty of God.  However, the promises and doctrines of the Bible are unchangeable.  The universe will change, but the Bible will not.  The universe as we know it will be totally destroyed after the millennial reign of Christ and God will create a new universe.  Heb 12:26-28; 2 Pet 3:10-12; Rev 21:1.
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