Col 1:15



- is the nominative masculine singular subject from the relative pronoun HOS, meaning “Who” and refers back to “His beloved Son” in verse 13.

 - is the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: is.”

The present tense is a gnomic or static present, which represents a condition which is assumed as perpetually existing, or to be ever taken for granted as a fact.  Jesus Christ is now, has always been, and will always be the image of God the Father.


The active voice indicates that our Lord Jesus Christ produces the action of the verb—He is the image of God.


The declarative indicative mood is a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

- is the predicate nominative singular from the noun EIKON, meaning “image, likeness” plus the descriptive genitive masculine singular article and noun THEOS, “of God” plus the descriptive genitive masculine singular from the article and the adjective AORATOS, meaning “invisible, unseen.”  The phrase is translated “the image of the invisible God.”

a.  The word EIKON is used in the following passages:



(1)  Matt 22:20; Mk 12:16; Lk 20:24, “And he said to them, ‘Whose EIKON [likeness, image] and inscription is this?’”
 

(2)  Rom 1:23, “and exchanged the glory of the incorruptible God for an EIKON [image] in the form of corruptible man...”


(3)  Rom 8:29, “For whom He has foreknown, He has also predestined to be conformed ones to the EIKON [image] of His Son, that He might be the first-born [PROTOTOKON] among many brethren.”


(4)  1 Cor 11:7, “For a man ought not to have his head covered [grow long hair], since he is the EIKON [image] and glory of God; but the woman is the glory of the man.”


(5)  1 Cor 15:49, “And just as we have borne the EIKON [image] of that which is made of dust [our human bodies], we shall also bear the EIKON [image] of the heavenly.”


(6)  2 Cor 3:18, “But we all, with an unveiled face looking  into a mirror to produce a reflection, namely, the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into that same EIKON [image] from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.”



(a)  The positive believer looks into the mirror of the word of God, not to produce his own reflection, but to produce the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.  That’s why we are here.




(b)  The great glory that belongs to the believer will never be revealed until the resurrection or rapture of the Church.




(c)  Believers are being transformed into the image of the glory of the Lord.  This is a process accomplished by consistent perseverance in the use of the spiritual skills (the filling of the Spirit, learning the word of God, and applying the word of God).


(7)  2 Cor 4:4, “in whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving, that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the EIKON [image] of God.”


(8)  Col 3:10, “and put on the new man, who is being renewed for the purpose of full knowledge according to the EIKON [image] of the One who created him,”


(9)  Heb 10:1, “For the Law, since it has only a shadow of the good things to come and not the very EIKON [image] of things, can never by the same sacrifices year by year, which they offer continually, make perfect those who draw near.”


(10)  Many times in the book of Revelation referring to the image of the beast.


b.  Therefore, EIKON clearly means one thing that represents another thing.


c.  Jesus Christ is the perfect, exact, eternal, infinite representation of God the Father.  This is the emphasis of our verse and clearly taught in 2 Cor 4:4 above.


d.  According to Rom 8:29, Church Age believers were destined in eternity past to be conformed to the image God’s Son, our Lord Jesus Christ.


e.  The believer is created as a new spiritual species by the regeneration of God the Holy Spirit at salvation.  As members of this new spiritual species we are the image of God who created us, Col 3:10.


f.  The believer who is positive to doctrine is being transformed into the image of the glory of the Lord right now during his spiritual life on earth, 2 Cor 3:18.”

g.  Therefore:



(1)  We were predestined to represent Christ, who represents the Father.



(2)  We were created at the new birth as representatives of Christ, who represents the Father.



(3)  We are being transformed into representatives of the glory of God now, just as our Lord represented and glorified God the Father during the First Advent.

“Who is the image of the invisible God,”
- this is the appositional nominative masculine singular from the adjective PRWTOTOKOS used as a noun, meaning “the first-born.”

a.  This word is used for Jesus Christ as the first-born of a new humanity or spiritual species which is to be glorified.


b.  Our Lord is the first-born of the new spiritual species, 
Rom 8:29, “For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the first-born among many brethren.”


(1)  Being the first-born does not mean that Jesus Christ was born as the Son of God in eternity past.  This is the error of Arianism, one of the greatest heresies in the Church, which was completed refuted between 325-381 AD at the council of Nicene and the council of Constantinople.



(2)  Arianism taught “The Father alone is God; therefore he alone is unbegotten, eternal, wise, good, and unchangeable, and he is separated by an infinite chasm from the world.  He cannot create the world directly, but only through an agent, the Logos.  The Son of God is pre-existent, before all creatures, and above all creatures, a middle being between God and the world, the creator of the world, the perfect image of the Father, and the executor of his thoughts, and thus capable of being called in a metaphorical sense God, and Logos, and Wisdom.  But on the other hand, he himself is a creature, that is to say, the first creation of God, through whom the Father called other creatures into existence; he was created out of nothing (not out of the essence of God) by the will of the Father before all conceivable time; he is therefore not eternal, but had a beginning, and there was a time when he was not.”  This heresy denied the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ, making Him less than eternal God.


(3)  Our Lord is the first-born of the new spiritual species in His humanity only at the point of the virgin birth.  Our Lord was truly human in every respect, except He was a new kind, type, or species of human being in that He had no old sin nature or imputation of Adam’s original sin.  He was a new spiritual species.


c.  The fact that God the Father will again introduce our Lord to the world as the first-born of the new spiritual species at the Second Advent is stated in Heb 1:6, “And again when He [God the Father] introduces His first-born into the world, He says, ‘And let all the angels of God worship Him.’”

d.  Our context will show that the Lord is also the first member of the new spiritual species to be raised from the dead, Col 1:18, “He is also head of the body, the Church; and He is the prince ruler, the first-born from the dead; so that He Himself might come to have first place in everything.”  Compare also Rev 1:5, “Even from Jesus Christ, the dependable witness, the first-born from the dead, also the ruler of the kings of the earth.”
 - is the genitive of reference from the feminine singular adjective PAS, meaning “with reference to every” plus the noun KTISIS, meaning “creature.”
“the first-born with reference to every creature.”
Col 1:15 corrected translation
“Who is the image of the invisible God, the first-born with reference to every creature.”
Explanation:
1.  What does it mean when the Bible says Jesus Christ is the image of the invisible God?


a.  God is invisible but a real person.  His person is made up of many characteristics called the essence of God.


b.  All three members of the Trinity have identical divine essence.


c.  The essence of God includes His:



(1)  Sovereignty—God is the final authority in all matters.  He is in charge of all things and does whatever He chooses to do compatible with the other characteristics of His essence.



(2)  Righteousness—God is always right.  God has never been nor will He ever be wrong in anything He thinks, says, or does.  God is perfect.



(3)  Justice—God is absolutely fair at all times in all things.  It is totally impossible for God to be unfair.



(4)  Love—God is absolute, perfect, infinite, eternal, and unchangeable love.  He is always love; there never is a time when He does not love perfectly.



(5)  Eternal life—God is eternal life.  God has always been perfect, infinite, unchangeable life.  God’s life had no beginning and will have no end.



(6)  Omniscience—God knows everything about everything along with all the possibilities that could have been but never were.  God has always known everything.  He never increases or decreases in knowledge.



(7)  Omnipresence—God is immanent and transcendent.  God exceeds the boundaries of the universe to an infinite degree.  There is no place where any creature can go where God is not already.



(8)  Omnipotence—God is all-powerful.  There is nothing God cannot do.  But God only does those things, which are compatible with the rest of His divine attributes.  Therefore, God cannot sin because sin is incompatible with His perfect righteousness.



(9)  Immutability—God cannot change.  He is the same yesterday, today, and forever.



(10)  Veracity—God is truth.  God does not just speak the truth; God is the truth.  God cannot be untrue.  God never lies.


d.  Related Scripture.



(1)  Phil 2:6, “who, although He existed in the essence of God, he did not think equality with God a profit to be seized and held.”


(2)  Heb 1:3, “Who being the flashing forth of His glory and the exact representation of His essence, also sustaining all things by the word of His power...”


(3)  Jn 1:18, “No one has ever seen God; the only Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, he has made him known.”
2.  What does Paul mean when He says Christ is the first-born of every creature?


a.  The Firstborn of Every Creature is our Lord’s official title as the creator of the universe, all angelic creatures, all human creatures, and the new spiritual species—the Church.



(1)  Jesus Christ was not born in eternity past before all other creatures.



(2)  The deity of Christ existed eternity and as God He created the universe and all creatures within it.



(3)  The humanity of Christ is the firstborn of a new spiritual species.



(4)  Jesus Christ in hypostatic union was the first and only divine-human creature created by God.  Jesus Christ was created by God the Father when God the Father gave human life to the soul of our Lord’s humanity and God the Holy Spirit imputed a human spirit to His humanity.



(5)  All members of the Church are created by God the Holy Spirit at the moment of regeneration or the new birth.



(6)  In this sense, our Lord Jesus Christ is the firstborn of all the new spiritual species who are born with a body, soul, and human spirit.


b.  Paul explains this title in Col 1:16-18, when he says, “Because by means of Him all things were created in the heavens and on the earth...And He is before all things, and by means of Him all things hold together.  He is also the head of the body, the Church; and He is the prince-ruler, the first-born from the dead; so that He Himself might come to have first place in everything.”

c.  The first-born of the Jewish family had three privileges.



(1)  He held the rulership of the family.  In this sense, Christ is the both the ruler of Israel and of the Church, Col 1:18.



(2)  He was the priest of the family.  In this sense, Jesus Christ is both the High Priest of Israel and of the Church, as detailed in the book of Hebrews.



(3)  He was the heir of the father.  In this sense, Christ is the heir of God the Father, Heb 1:2, and has a double portion of both Israel and the Church.


d.  The Gnostics taught that Christ was only one of the many aeons in the universe.  Paul refutes this concept by proclaiming that Christ is far superior to any one or anything in the universe, existing eternally before all other creatures.


e.  Lewis S. Chafer, in Vol. 5, pp 11-12 of his Systematic Theology, says, “This title indicates that Christ is First-Born, the elder in relation to all creation; not the first created thing, but the antecedent to all things as well as the cause of them (cf. Col 1:16).  Of this title Dr. John F. Walvoord writes: “This term is used twice in the New Testament without referring to Christ (Heb 11:28; 12:23), and seven times as His title.  An examination of these references will reveal a threefold use:


(a)  Before all creation (Rom 8:29; Col 1:15).  As the ‘firstborn of every creature’ (Col 1:15), the title is obviously used of Christ as existing before all creation, hence, eternally self-existent.


(b)  Firstborn of Mary (Mt 1:25; Lk 2:7; Heb 1:6).  Here the reference is plainly to the fact that Christ was the first child born to Mary, a usage in contrast to that speaking of His eternal sonship.  The term is used, then, of His pre-incarnate Person, and also of His incarnate Person.


(c)  Firstborn by Resurrection (Col 1:18; Rev 1:5).  The meaning here is that Christ is the first to be raised from the dead, in resurrection life, hence, ‘the firstborn from the dead’ (Col 1:18).  In relation to the eternity of Christ, this title is another proof that Christ is the self-existent, uncreated God spoken of in Rom 8:29; Col 1:15; and that in view of His eternal Person, He also has the honor of being the first to be raised from the dead in resurrection life.’”
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