Col 1:14



- is the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS, translated “in Whom” and refers back to the masculine singular noun HUIOS “Son” in the previous verse.

 - is the first person plural present active indicative from the verb ECHW meaning “to have” or “to have and to hold.”

This is a gnomic or static present tense, which represents a condition, which is assumed as perpetually existing, or to be ever taken for granted as a fact.  It is a unchanging fact that all believers have redemption from the guilt of being sinners by nature because we are in union with Christ.


The active voice indicates that all believers produce the action of the verb; they have redemption provided by our Lord Jesus Christ.


The declarative indicative mood is a dogmatic statement of fact.

 - is the accusative feminine singular direct object from the article and noun APOLUTRWSIS, which means “redemption, acquittal, or the state of being redeemed.”  The word was originally used for purchasing the freedom of a slave from the slave market, making him free by payment of a ransom.  The spiritual death of Jesus Christ on the Cross was payment made by God to free us from the slavery to the lusts of the sin nature.

“in Whom we have redemption,”
- is the appositional accusative from the feminine singular article and noun APHESIS, which means “the release, pardon, cancellation” of an obligation, a punishment, or guilt, therefore, “the forgiveness.”
 - this is the objective genitive from the feminine plural article and noun HAMARTIA, meaning “of sins.”  The plural is very significant here since in the New Testament, the Greek word HAMARTIA in the singular always refers to the sin nature but in the plural always refers to personal sins.
“the forgiveness of sins.”
Col 1:14 corrected translation
“in Whom [Jesus Christ] we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.”
Explanation:
Doctrine of Redemption
1.  What exactly is redemption?


a.  Slaves were manumitted by redemption or purchase, by the elapse of time (six years), Ex 21:2-4, by the year of jubilee (the fiftieth year), Jer 34:8-10, through physical disability or being maimed, Ex 21:26.  In this case the master was responsible to take care of the slave for life.


b.  Redemption views salvation from the standpoint of our being in a slave market of sin.  When we are born, God the Father imputes Adam’s original sin to our genetically formed old sin nature and we are slaves to the desires of our sin nature until we are born again. We are born into the slave market of sin.  Jesus Christ paid for our freedom by His substitutionary spiritual death on the cross.  As of the moment of salvation, we are no longer a slave to the desires of our sin nature.


c.  Therefore, redemption means that at the moment of our salvation, we are freed from the slave market of sin.  We have now been liberated from slavery to Satan and to the old sin nature.


d.  While reconciliation is directed toward man and propitiation is directed toward God, unlimited atonement and redemption are directed toward sin.


e.  At physical birth we are under the curse of the Mosaic Law. We cannot keep the Law or any system of morality because we have a sin nature and are sinners.  Therefore, we were under the curse of the Law, but Christ redeemed us from that curse by becoming a curse.  Redemption is the salvation work of Christ on the Cross, which removed the barrier of our curse under the Mosaic Law.  The curse of the Law is that it is impossible for man with his sin nature to fulfill the demands for perfect righteousness made by the Law.  But because of redemption, Jesus Christ paid for our freedom by being made a curse for us.


f.  The removal of the curse of the Law as slaves to sins is by redemption.  The only way we can be redeemed from the slave market of sin, as members of the human race, is for someone to pay for our freedom.  Jesus Christ paid for our freedom on the cross.  That is the meaning of redemption.


g.  Documentation.



(1)  Gal 3:13, “Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the Law by means of becoming a curse as a substitute for us; for it stands written, `Cursed is everyone who hangs on the wood [Cross].’”


(2)  Jesus Christ provided redemption for us through His spiritual death on the Cross, Eph 1:7, “In Whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace.”


(3)  Tit 2:14, “Who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every lawless deed and purify for Himself a people for His own possession, zealous for good deeds.”


(4)  1 Pet 1:18-19, “Knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from your futile way of life inherited from your ancestors, but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb unblemished and without spot.”


(5)  Rom 3:24, “Being justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus.”  Redemption is only provided by being in union with Christ.



(6)  1 Cor 1:30, “But from Him [God the Father] you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification, and redemption.”


(7)  Heb 9:15, “And for this reason He is the mediator of a new covenant, in order that since a death has taken place for the redemption from the transgressions that were committed under the first covenant, those who have been called may receive the promise of the eternal inheritance.”


(8)  Heb 9:12, “And not through the blood of goats and young bulls, but by means of His own blood He entered the Holy of Holies once for all, having obtained eternal redemption.”


(9)  Luke 1:68, “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for He has visited us [First Advent] and accomplished redemption for His people.”


(10)  Col 1:14, “in Whom [Jesus Christ] we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.”
2.  There are two categories of redemption.

a.  The redemption of the soul occurs at the moment we believe in Christ.  This means we are given freedom from the slave market of sin through faith in Christ.  Ps 34:22, “The Lord redeems the soul of His servants, and none of those who take refuge in Him will be condemned.”

b.  The redemption of the body is tantamount to ultimate sanctification, when we receive a resurrection body at the Rapture of the Church.

 

(1)  Rom 8:23, “And not only this, but also we ourselves, having the first fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our body.”


(2)  Eph 4:30, “And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.”  The day of redemption refers to the redemption of the body at the Rapture of the Church.


c.  The soul is redeemed in salvation, but the body is redeemed in resurrection.  The day of redemption is the Rapture of the Church.

3.  Proof of Redemptive Salvation in the Old Testament.


a.  A theophany is a theological proof of the preexistence of our Lord Jesus Christ as the visible God of the Old Testament.


b.  Therefore, the theophany of Christ mentioned in Job 33:23-25 becomes very important in establishing some principles regarding the doctrine of redemption.  The phrase, “the ransom for Job” establishes the fact that Job is definitely born again.  The “ransom for Job” in Job 33:24 is a reference to redemption, or the sinward side of soteriology (the theological doctrine of sin).


c.  The Passover was the redemption of the firstborn of Israel by the blood of the firstborn of Egypt.

4.  The Redemption of Time.


a.  In the execution of the plan of God, the believer is commanded to purchase time.  Eph 5:16, “Redeeming the time because the days are evil.”

b.  Redemption means to purchase.  In this case, we purchase time by our perception and metabolization of doctrine, from which comes application and wisdom, from which comes correct timing in God’s plan and the purchase of time.


c.  We purchase time by learning the mechanics of the plan of God, by understanding and utilizing our invisible spiritual assets, by learning the problem solving devices and using them, and by being faithful in the little things.  In God’s timing, faithfulness in the little things must precede faithfulness in the big things.


d.  Col 4:5, “Walk with wisdom toward outsiders [unbelievers], redeeming [purchasing] the time.”


(1)  To walk with wisdom means to apply doctrine to experience.  Epignosis (full-knowledge) doctrine becomes wisdom when applied to experience.  Walking in wisdom refers to our time in spiritual growth and reaching spiritual maturity—where we think and apply doctrine all the time to the various circumstances of life.


(2)  To walk with wisdom toward unbelievers means to not be influenced by the ambitions and desires of unbelievers.  Unbelievers get pushy, want things in a hurry, want shortcuts to success, bypass virtue, want what they want right now, and there is no tomorrow.  The believer imitates this when he does not operate under the perfect timing of the plan of God.

5.  Redemption is a reminder for the perpetually carnal believer to recover, Isa 44:22, “I have wiped out your transgressions like a thick cloud, and your sins like a cloud of mist.  Return to Me, for I have redeemed you.”
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