Col 1:13


- is the nominative masculine singular subject from the relative pronoun HOS, meaning “who” and refers back to PATĒR, “[the Father]” in the last verse.

 - is the third person singular aorist middle indicative from the verb RUOMAI, which means “to save, rescue, deliver, or preserve.”

The culminative aorist denotes the entirety of all that God did for us at salvation but regards it from the current result; namely, we have been delivered from Satan’s cosmic system.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “has.”

The middle voice is deponent, meaning it is middle in form but active in meaning.  God the Father produces the action of the verb.


The declarative indicative mood indicates that this is a dogmatic statement of fact.

 - is the accusative direct object from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “us” and refers to every member of the royal family of God, i.e., all Church Age believers.

- is the prepositional phrase EK plus the ablative of source from the feminine singular article and noun EXOUSIA, meaning “from the authority, power, warrant, ruling power, official power, domain, dominion, or government.”
 - is the descriptive genitive from the neuter singular article and the noun SKOTOS, meaning “of darkness.”  The definite article is used with the abstract noun darkness to apply the sense of the abstract noun in some special and distinct way.

“who has delivered us from the authority of darkness”
 - is the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb METHISTĒMI, meaning “to remove, transfer.”

The constative aorist tense is a culminative aorist in conjunction (KAI) with the previous verb.  God the Father has transferred the believer from the kingdom of Satan or cosmic system as an unbeliever to the kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ.  The aorist tense gathers the action into a single whole.  It is a momentary action with no emphasis on the extent of duration of the action.


The active voice indicates that God the Father produces the action of the verb.


The declarative indicative mood indicates a dogmatic reality.

- is the prepositional phrase EIS plus the accusative of place from the feminine singular article and the noun BASILEIA, meaning “into the kingdom.”  The article is used with the abstract noun kingdom to apply the sense of the abstract noun in some special and distinct way.  This is not just any kingdom; it is the Lord Jesus Christ’s kingdom.

, - is the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun HUIOS, meaning “belonging to the Son” plus the descriptive genitive from the definite article and the noun AGAPĒ, meaning “of love,” plus the possessive genitive from the intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a third person personal pronoun, meaning “His” and refers to God the Father.  The entire phrase is translated “belonging to the Son of His love.”
“and transferred us into the kingdom of the Son of His love.”
Col 1:13 corrected translation
“[the Father] who has delivered us from the authority of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of the Son of His love.”
Explanation:
1.  On the Damascus road, our Lord appeared to the apostle Paul and gave him his commission for life.  The words spoken by the Lord were never forgotten by Paul and are the basis for his statement in Col 1:12.  Compare Col 1:12-14 with Acts 26:16-18 says, “But arise, and stand on your feet; for this purpose I have appeared to you, to appoint you a minister and a witness not only to the things which you have seen, but also to the things in which I will appear to you, delivering you from the Jewish people and from the Gentiles, to whom I am sending you, to open their eyes so that they may turn from darkness to light and from the dominion of Satan to God, in order that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance (Paul uses KLĒROS—the same word as in Col 1:12) among those who have been sanctified by faith in Me.”
2.  The domain of Satan is described in detail in Eph 6:12, “For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenlies.”
3.  How has God the Father delivered us from the power and authority of the dominion of Satan, the Prince of Darkness?


a.  He has delivered our soul from death.



(1)  Ps 56:13, “For You have delivered my soul from death, Indeed my feet from stumbling, So that I may walk before God In the light of the living.”


(2)  Ps 86:13, “For Your grace toward me is great, And You have delivered my soul from the depths of Sheol.”


(3)  2 Cor 1:10, “Who delivered us from so great a {peril of} death, and will deliver us, He on whom we have set our hope.  And He will yet deliver us.”

b.  The means of the deliverance of the soul is faith in Jesus Christ our Lord.  Salvation of the soul and deliverance of the soul are synonyms in the Bible.



(1)  Jn 10:9, “I am the door; if anyone enters through Me, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture.”


(2)  Acts 4:12, “And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven that has been given among men, by which we must be saved.”  Our soul is saved, not our physical body.  The real you is in your soul, what you think.



(3)  Acts 15:11, “But we believe that we are saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus, in the same way as they also are.”


(4)  Acts 16:30-31, “And after he brought them out, he said, ‘Sirs, what must I do to be saved?’  And they said, ‘Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you shall be saved, you and your household.’”


(5)  Eph 2:4-5,8, “But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, {it is} the gift of God.”


(6)  2 Tim 1:9, “who has saved us, and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was granted us in Christ Jesus from all eternity.”


(7)  Tit 3:5, “He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit.”


(8)  1 Pet 4:18, “And if it is with difficulty that the righteous is saved, what will become of the godless man and the sinner?”

c.  God the Father through our Lord Jesus Christ has delivered our soul from the second death—the Lake of Fire which is deliverance from the wrath of God.



(1)  Rom 5:9, “Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from the wrath [of God] through Him.”


(2)  The human spirit is delivered from the second death, 1 Cor 5:5, “[I have decided] to deliver such a one to Satan for the destruction of his flesh, that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus.”

d.  Satan rules through the power of the sin nature controlling our souls.  Faith in Christ breaks the power of the old sin nature and spiritual death (the dominion of Satan) to control the soul.



(1)  Biblical documentation of the sin nature is found in Rom 5:12.  “Therefore, just as through one man [Adam], sin [the sin nature] entered into the world, and [spiritual] death through [the] sin [nature], so [spiritual] death spread to the entire human race because all sinned [when Adam sinned].”


(2)  The threefold essence of the old sin nature.




(a)  The area of weakness produces personal sins and eventuates in consequent evil in the form of moral or immoral degeneration, Heb 12:1.




(b)  The area of strength produces human good, resulting in moral degeneracy, Isa 64:6; Rom 8:8.




(c)  The lust pattern motivates sin and evil, lasciviousness and asceticism, moral and immoral degeneration, Rom 7:7; Eph 2:3.



(3)  The old sin nature is Adam’s trend in action after the Fall.  Immediately after Adam sinned, two things occurred simultaneously: he had a new trend historically (to do what he wanted), and he had spiritual death.



(4)  A trend occurred toward sin, (the trend to do what he wanted) producing personal sin in three categories:  mental, verbal and overt.



(5)  A trend occurred toward good and evil, producing the Satanic policy for the pseudo millennium.  The trend toward good and evil also became a part of the function of Adam’s trend.  The trend toward good and evil is still an issue.  Because of the judicial imputation of all personal sins to Christ, sin is no longer an issue except in the procedure of recovering from the state of sinfulness.  When Adam chose the tree, he chose Satan’s policy, immediately making Satan the ruler of the world.  The Garden was not so much a coup d’etat as a surrender.



(6)  The Fall of man resulted in numerous changes from the Garden.




(a)  Satan became the ruler of this world.




(b)  The old sin nature became the ruler of man’s body.




(c)  Mankind became spiritually dead, and therefore under the condemnation of the justice of God, which became our new point of reference.



(7)  Adam took a perfect soul and, by his negative volition, revolted against divine authority and created the old sin nature.  Adam’s volition was a perfect instrument.  But being free, he could reject divine authority.



(8)  We all have this original mold.  While the soul is not occupied by the old sin nature, the soul becomes the battlefield which the old sin nature attacks and where it is often tactically successful.

 

(9)  The influence of the old sin nature on the soul is seen in mental attitude sins and motivations.  The condition and status of the body often affects how we think.  There is no question that the body affects the soul and the mentality, just as the soul effects the body (psychosomatics).  This phenomenon of not only the immaterial influencing the material but also the material influencing the immaterial is noted in the “heart” passages of Jer 17:9; Mt 12:34-35; Mt 15:19; Mk 7:21-23.



(10)  The old sin nature resides in the cell structure of the body and is the source of all inner temptation.  Anything that is a temptation to us must be filtered through our soul.  The sin nature is passed down genetically through the twenty-three male chromosomes in copulation.



(11)  While the soul of man comes from God, the old sin nature originates from the original sin of Adam in the Garden.  The old sin nature works through the soul.  All inner temptations come from the old sin nature.  Most temptation comes this way, though occasionally we face an overt temptation.



(12)  At the moment of salvation, the baptism of the Spirit also occurs, which cancels the ruling power of the old sin nature over human life.  Because the policy of Satan is good and evil and the function of the old sin nature is good and evil, the old sin nature and Satan cooperate as long as good and evil are being produced.  But whenever the old sin nature produces sin, this is an embarrassment to Satan.  Satan is trying to beat our Lord to the Millennium.



(13)  Through the baptism of the Holy Spirit, we have retroactive positional truth which is positional separation as well as rejection and divorcement from Adam’s trend, the old sin nature.  This abrogates the sovereignty of the old sin nature over human life.  It also provides “life with God” on this earth, Rom 6:11.



(14)  The old sin nature, however, is still located in the cells of the flesh, the body of corruption, and is still transmitted through the twenty-three male chromosomes.  That old sin nature still has to be there, because these same cells are part of our physical body and therefore our physical life.  As long as we are alive in this body of corruption, we have an old sin nature; and we will never completely stop sinning, 1 Jn 1:8.  But the trends toward sin, good and evil, while still in our body, are at least positionally broken.



(15)  When the old sin nature’s temptations become sin through human consent, the old sin nature not only controls the soul, but the believer resides in the cosmic system.  Therefore, the old sin nature is Satan’s inside agent recruiting for the cosmic system.
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