Col 1:12



- is the nominative masculine first person plural present active participle from the verb EUCHARISTEW, meaning “to give thanks.”

Iterative present denotes what occurs at successive intervals—whenever Paul and his companions pray they give thanks.  This can also be a customary present denoting what may be reasonably expected to occur in the past, present and future.


Active voice indicates that Paul and his companions produce the action of the verb.


Circumstantial participle denotes the attendant circumstances of the main verb in verse 9, “we do not cease...giving thanks.”
 - is the dative of indirect object from the masculine singular article and the noun PATRI, meaning “to the Father.”  This is a reference to God the Father.

“giving thanks to the Father”
 - is dative masculine singular articular aorist active participle from the verb HIKANOW, which means “to make sufficient, to qualify, to empower, to authorize.”  Here it means to qualify.


The definite article is used as a relative pronoun, “who.”

The culminative aorist regards the verbal idea from its entirety—all that God has done for us as believers—but regards it from its existing results—we are qualified to share in the portfolio of invisible assets.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “has.”

The active voice indicates that God the Father produced the action of the verb at the moment of salvation.


The circumstantial participle adds an additional thought or concept to the idea expressed in the main verb.

- is the accusative direct object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “us.”  It refers to all believers in the Church Age.

“who has qualified us”
 - is the preposition EIS plus the accusative of purpose from the feminine singular article and noun MERIS, meaning “for the purpose of a share.”
 - is the objective genitive masculine singular from the article and the noun KLĒROS, meaning “that which is assigned a lot, portion, share; an inheritance.”   The objective genitive can be translated “for a share: ‘in the inheritance’ or ‘of the inheritance’.”
 - is the possessive genitive masculine plural from the article and the noun HAGIOS, meaning “of the saints” or “belonging to the saints.”
- is the preposition EN plus the instrumental of means from the neuter singular article and noun PHOS, meaning “by the light.”  The instrumental of means expresses the means by which we become qualified for a share in the inheritance of our escrow blessings for time and eternity.  Light here refers to Bible doctrine in our souls.


a.  Light is used figuratively in the Bible.



(1)  Light is used to represent God Himself, 1 Jn 1:5, “Now the message is this which we have heard from Him and we proclaim to you, that God is light and there is absolutely no darkness in Him.”


(2)  Light is used to represent the gospel message of salvation, Acts 26:18, “I am sending you to open their eyes so that they may turn from darkness to light and from the dominion of Satan to God.”


(3)  Light is used to represent Bible doctrine.




(a)  Eph 5:13, “But all things are made known and are corrected by the light, for everything that is being taught is light.”



(b)  Eph 5:9, “For the fruit of the light is all intrinsic goodness and righteousness and truth.”


(4)  Light is used to represent the spiritual life.




(a) 1 Pet 2:9, “...that you may proclaim the virtues of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light.”



(b)  Jn 8:12, “I am the light of the world; he who follows Me shall not walk in the darkness, but shall have the light of life.”



(c)  1 Jn 2:8-9, “On the other hand, I am writing a new commandment to you, which is true in Him and in you, because the darkness is passing away, and the true light is already shining.  Any one who says he is in the light and hates his fellow-believer is in darkness until now.”



(d)  1 Jn 1:6-7, “If we say that we have fellowship with Him and we are walking in darkness, we are false and we do not practice the truth.  But if we keep on walking in the light just as He Himself keeps on being in the light, we keep having fellowship with one another and the blood of Jesus His son keeps on cleansing us from all sin.”



(e)  Rom 13:12, “The night is almost gone, and the day is at hand.  Let us therefore lay aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light.”


(5)  Light is used to represent believers.




(a)  Lk 16:8, “...for the sons of this age are more shrewd in relation to their own kind than the sons of light.”



(b)  Jn 12:36, “While you have the light [Jesus Christ], believe in the light, in order that you may become sons of light.”



(c)  1 Thes 5:5, “For you are all sons of light and sons of day.  We are not of night nor of darkness.”



(d)  Eph 5:8, “For you were formerly darkness, but now you are light in the Lord; walk as children of light.”

b.  Therefore, light is used metaphorically for God Himself, the gospel of Jesus Christ, the word of God, the power of God (the spiritual life), and the believer.  Here it refers specifically to Bible doctrine in the soul of the believer.  We know this because of the next verse, which explains what light means in this verse.  Col 1:13, “For He delivered us from the domain of darkness [the cosmic system], and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son.”  The explanation is introduced by the word “For.”  The light of verse 12 is then contrasted with the domain of darkness in verse 13.  The domain of darkness is the cosmic system of Satan.

“of the saints by the light;”
Col 1:12 corrected translation
“giving thanks to the Father who has qualified us for a share in the inheritance of the saints by the light;”
Explanation:
1. Paul continues his sentence by revealing another part of the content of his prayer begun in verse 9.  “...we do not cease to pray for you....giving thanks to the Father...”

a.  Note again that one of the primary functions of prayer is thanksgiving.  We may not have a lot of money to give to a church or Christian organization, and that’s alright, but we are always able to give prayer.  Therefore, we are never without the divine capital to give something back to God.  God always appreciates thanksgiving; it is one of the primary signs of grace orientation (humility is another).


b.  Note again that all prayer is addressed to God the Father.

2.  At the moment of salvation, God the Father did forty things for us, one of which was qualifying us for blessings in time and blessings in eternity.  How did God do this?  One way only—by imputing to us His very own righteousness.


a.  At the moment of faith in Christ, God the Father gives us His righteousness.


b.  This is a judicial imputation because it comes from the justice of God.  What the righteousness of God demands, the justice of God executes.  The righteousness of God demands that any human being who believes in Christ must receive the very same righteousness that God the Father has.  Therefore, the justice of God imputes His perfect righteousness to the believer.  Then the justice of God declares that believer justified to live with God forever by imputing to that believer eternal life.  This righteousness is not based on anything we can do.  We cannot earn it, nor do we deserve it.  It is a grace gift from the justice of God to the spiritually dead unbeliever who exercised non-meritorious faith in Christ.  God the Holy Spirit must take that faith and make it effective for salvation.


c.  Having the righteousness of God now qualifies the believer for blessings in time and eternity from the justice of God to the indwelling righteousness of God.


d.  These blessings for the Church Age believer include:



(1)  All the blessings for time, like logistical grace blessings (food, shelter, clothing), spiritual blessings (happiness and tranquility), and temporal blessings (good health, prosperity, success).



(2)  All the blessings for eternity, which are so fantastic the Bible cannot even describe them in any detail because they are too great for our finite minds to even understand.  These blessings include having a new royal title, receiving eternal decorations and rewards, ruling with Christ during the millennium, being written about in the eternal history books, being granted entrance into special parties in heaven, being presented personally to God the Father by Jesus Christ and living in a new heavens and earth.

e.  Paul calls these blessings for time and eternity “a share in the inheritance of the saints.”
3.  Finally, Paul identifies a portion of the royal family of God (Church Age believers) he is talking about by adding the qualifying prepositional phrase “by the light.”  This phrase identifies the specific means by which all believers of the Church Age are qualified to receive blessings. 

 
a.  Only the believer who uses the spiritual skills (the power of the Holy Spirit, right motivation from doctrinal orientation, and correct doctrinal application through the spiritual problem solving devices) is qualified for a share of our eternal inheritance.


b.  Believers who are apathetic to and or reject the teaching of doctrine lose their escrow blessings from God for both time and eternity.  In time, they receive divine discipline instead of escrow blessings, and in eternity, they lose eternal blessings at the judgment seat of Christ.  This is why believers who spent their lives using the arrogance skills are ashamed at the judgment seat of Christ.


c.  Church Age believers are qualified for a share in the inheritance of the saints both positionally and experientially.



(1)  Positionally, we are qualified through the baptism of the Holy Spirit which enters us into union with Christ.



(2)  Experientially, we are qualified by the light of the word of God dwelling richly in our souls.  This is accomplished through living our very own spiritual life designed for us in eternity past by God the Father as a part of our spiritual assets.  Living our very own personal spiritual life in the privacy of our very own royal priesthood demands:




(a)  Using the power of God the Holy Spirit rather than human power or Satanic power, such as the arrogance skills of the cosmic system.




(b)  Learning, thinking, and applying doctrine; that is, doctrinal orientation—Bible doctrine circulating in our souls.




(c)  Applying doctrine to all experiences of our lives, both good and bad, through the use of the devices God has provided for us: recovery from carnality, the filling of the Spirit, faith-rest (confidence in the promises of God), grace orientation, doctrinal orientation, a personal sense of destiny, personal love for God, unconditional love for man, sharing the happiness of God, and being occupied with our Lord Jesus Christ.


d.  God is light and we are sons of The Light, the Lord Jesus Christ.


e.  Believers who live their life in darkness; that is, inside Satan’s cosmic system under the control of the old sin nature are still believers and remain saved and even receive logistical grace blessings, but they do not receive a share of the inheritance of the saints.  They are qualified for receiving logistical blessings because they have the righteousness of God, but they disqualify themselves from special blessings deposited by God the Father with Jesus Christ in eternity past because they have no capacity to appreciate these blessings.  In the cosmic system, the believer functions under the arrogance skills (self-justification, self-deception, self-gratification, and self-absorption); therefore, he has no capacity for blessings.



(1)  In self-justification, he rationalizes away all the reasons why God should be blessing him more but is not rather than looking intently at himself objectively in the mirror of the word of God.  He makes all kinds of excuses for why God is not blessing him.



(2)  In self-deception, he deceives himself into thinking God really is blessing him through all this pain and suffering he is experiencing, which in fact is caused by his own negative volition and resulting bad decisions.



(3)  In self-absorption, he spends so much time thinking about his own problems, pains, sufferings, and difficulties that he cannot even see logistical grace blessing when it comes.



(4)  In self-gratification, he spends his life doing what he wants rather than what God wants.  He is living his life on his agenda rather than God’s agenda.

The Arrogance Skills
1.  The arrogance complex of sins has arrogance skills just as the spiritual life has spiritual skills.  These arrogance skills make it impossible for us to execute our spiritual life, resolve the angelic conflict, and glorify God.


a.  The major issue in life is arrogance skills versus spiritual skills, not obnoxious habits (like smoking, swearing, drinking) or taboos (like dancing, going to movies, playing cards).


b.  Once the arrogance skills become entrenched in our soul as the automatic, habitual function of our thinking, we become hard, cold, cruel, and completely preoccupied with our thoughts, our feelings, our emotions, and assigning all blame to others.


c.  We are here as believers to respond to the Lord’s grace, not to react to people.


d.  The sins of arrogance must express themselves, and they do so through the arrogance skills.


e.  “Worldliness” is the thinking of the cosmic system; that is, the use of the arrogance skills.


f.  Any reaction to injustice starts the cycling of the arrogance skills.  For example, the sins of the arrogance complex set up a direct line of communication with the lust pattern of the sin nature.  We react to someone else’s old sin nature with a mental attitude sin of our own.  We lust for revenge so we counterattack.  This counterattack may be active or passive, but it is designed to hurt the other person.  We justify it by saying they deserved it.  Then we tell ourselves it wasn’t really our fault; they made us do it.  Finally, we can’t stop thinking about why we are right and how right we are opposed to why they are wrong and how wrong they are.


g.  The lifestyle of the negative, loser believer is function of the arrogance skills.


h.  The arrogance skills prevent the proper application of doctrine to experience unless we are using one or more of the problem solving devices.

2.  Self-justification.


a.  Self-justification links the sins of arrogance with the circumstances of life.


b.  Self-justification is a system of arrogance whereby we justify or defend ourselves because of what we are doing right or wrong.  It is just as much arrogance to justify ourselves when we are right, as it is to justify ourselves when we are wrong.  We have been justified by God.  We do not owe ourselves or anyone else any justification.  We are not obligated by God to prove to Him, to ourselves, or to others that we are right about anything.


c.  Self-justification motivates competition with others.  We want to compete with others so we can justify to ourselves that we are better than others.  We cannot be competitive with ourselves or others and be grace oriented.  Believers using the arrogance skills are competing with others.  The believer who competes with another is in self-justification.  Self-justification is competitive, yet denies that it is.


d.  Self-justification motivates reacting to real or apparent injustice from others.  Once we get into the habit of reacting to a real injustice, we react easily to imagined injustice.  When someone does something we don’t like, we react to them with all kinds of mental attitude sins.  Knowing this does not line up the norms and standards of the word of God, we justify our reaction by blaming the other person for our own reacting.  We make ourselves mad; no one else does it to us.  We make ourselves hateful, cruel, and malicious; no one else causes us to be this way.  We cannot lay the blame on others; we can only look intently into the mirror of the word of God and see ourselves or turn and walk away forgetting what sort of person we are.


(1)  Reaction always destroys our spiritual life.



(2)  Do not react to injustice from a sinful person.  Use the faith-rest drill and move on in life.  Sinful solutions to life are no solutions.  Reaction is no solution.


e.  Self-justification is described in 1 Jn 1:8, “If we contend that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and doctrine is not in us.”

f.  The many forms of arrogance sins must be justified and this is what evil does.  Evil justifies arrogance sins and then blinds our eyes to the consequences.


g.  Self-justification replaces grace orientation.  If we are irritated all the time, we are not grace-oriented nor using God’s spiritual problem solving devices.

3.  Self-deception.


a.  Self-deception is the skill of deceiving ourselves every time we react to unpleasing people or circumstances.  For the believer to justify self in reacting to others he or she must deceive themselves.  The arrogance complex must justify what it is doing (self-justification) and then blind our eyes to what we are doing (self-deception).  Arrogance demands justification of sin so that we will not see it as sin or evil.


b.  Self-deception is the rejection or rationalization of one’s own sins.  We deceive ourselves when we think we are never wrong and it is always the other person’s fault.


c.  Our obligation as a Christian is to put the obnoxious behavior of other people in the hands of the supreme court of heaven and not react with our own mental attitude sins from self-justification, self-deception, and self-absorption.


d.  If we are living our life in order to get back at someone else, or a group of people in general, or our boss, or the opposite sex, or any category that fits our circumstances, then we are deceiving ourselves, we are a loser, we are deeply arrogant, and we are totally self-destructive.


e.  Self-justification and self-deception produce denial and projection.  No system of psychiatry or counseling can take away arrogance from a person’s soul.  Only doctrine can do that.


f.  Self-deception rejects the law of volitional responsibility.


g.  Self-deception is described in:



(1)  Gal 6:3, “If anyone thinks he is something, when he is nothing, he deceives himself.”


(2)  1 Jn 1:8, “If we contend that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and doctrine is not in us.”

h.  Self-deception replaces Bible doctrine circulating in our souls.

4.  Self-absorption.


a.  Self-absorption is preoccupation with ourselves as the one who is always right and the wrongness of everyone else.


b.  Self-absorption is not integrity.


c.  Self-absorption is locked-in arrogance.


d.  A bitter person is absorbed with self.  A hateful person is absorbed with self.  A malicious person is absorbed with self.  A vengeful person is absorbed with self.  A angry person is absorbed with self.  A jealous person is absorbed with self.  A vindictive person is absorbed with self.  An implacable person is absorbed with self.  Self-pity is totally absorbed with self.


e.  Self-absorption demands agreement from others and rapport with others who agree with our self-justification, self-deception, and self-absorption.


f.  Self-absorption replaces the problem solving devices.  Instead of circulating and applying doctrine in our soul, we think in terms of defense mechanisms, such as: denial, rejection, projection, dissociation [disconnected thinking—we cannot relate one event to another event in your thinking; e.g., there is no cause and effect].


g.  No nation survives national self-absorption.

5.  Self-gratification.


a.  One of the ways in which we justify doing what we want in contrast to what God wants is by telling ourselves, “I need this,” when in fact we don’t need it at all.


b.  There is a vast difference between a ‘need’ and a ‘want’.  Eating food and drinking water are needs that we must have in order to stay alive.  Having a cigarette, pipe, or cigar is a ‘want’.  We don’t need it; we just want it.  But in order to justify the smoking we tell ourselves that we need it.


c.  The same is true with everything we want.  We want sex, money, power, approbation, etc.  And when we don’t get what we want, we do whatever we want to get what we want.  That’s self-gratification.

d.  Self-gratification takes care of the wants of self with total disregard for the effect it has on others.


e.  Self-gratification was part of the original sin of Satan, when he said, “I will be like the Most High God.”  Satan didn’t need to be like the Most High God.  He wanted to be like the Most High God, and everything he has been doing from that moment on has been to gratify that ‘want’.


f.  Therefore, self-gratification is one of the skills the sin nature uses to get what it wants.
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