Col 1:11


 - is the preposition EN plus the instrumental of association from the feminine singular adjective PAS, meaning “with all” plus the feminine singular noun DUNAMIS, meaning “power, ability, might, strength, or force.”  The phrase is translated “with all power.”
 - is the nominative masculine second person plural present passive participle from the verb DUNAMOW, which means “to strengthen, to be made strong, to empower, and here to endow with power.”

The retroactive progressive present denotes that which has begun in the past—the provision of divine power for execution of God’s plan—and continues into the present.


The passive voice indicates that every Church Age believer receives the strength to execute the Christian way of life from God at the moment of salvation.


The participle is a causal participle, which states the reason for the action of the main verb “because we have been endowed with all power.”
“because we have been endowed with all power”
 - is the preposition KATA plus the accusative neuter singular from the article and the noun KRATOS, meaning “according to the standard of something, in accordance with, in conformity with, or corresponding to the power or might” of God; hence, God’s omnipotence.

- is the ablative of source from the feminine singular article and the noun DOXA, meaning “glory” (a reference to the essence of God) plus the possessive genitive singular from the intensive pronoun AUTOS used as a personal pronoun, “His.”  The phrase is translated “from His glory.”
“according to the standard of the omnipotence from His glory”
 - is the preposition EIS plus the accusative feminine singular of result (translated “resulting in”) from the adjective PAS meaning “all” plus the noun HUPOMONĒ, meaning “endurance, patience, fortitude, steadfastness, or perseverance.”
 - is the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the feminine singular noun MAKROTHUMIA, meaning “patience, steadfastness, endurance, forbearance.”
- is the preposition META plus the genitive of association from the feminine singular noun CHARA, meaning “associated with happiness.”
“resulting in all endurance and patience associated with happiness.”
Col 1:11 corrected translation
“because we have been endowed with all power according to the standard of the omnipotence from His glory [divine essence] resulting in all endurance and patience associated with happiness.”
Explanation:
1.  We have been filled with all the fullness of God.  This “fullness” includes the provision of divine power for the execution of the plan of God.


a.  We have God’s very own power available to us for the fulfillment of the divine plan, purpose, and will for our lives.


b.  God the Father has given us the same power to execute His plan as He gave to Jesus Christ during the First Advent to execute His plan for the incarnation.  This power is contained in our portfolio of invisible spiritual assets.  These assets include: positional sanctification or union with Christ, our royal priesthood (prayer) and royal ambassadorship (witnessing), our invisible impact (blessing by association), Bible doctrine circulating in our soul (the power of doctrine).


c.  God the Son has given us the same power which He uses to hold the universe together.


d.  God the Holy Spirit has given us His very own power, the same power which our Lord used to execute the Father’s plan for the incarnation.


e.  With all this power available to us, we must ask ourselves, “If God is for us, who will stand against us?”
2.  The filling of the Holy Spirit and the power of doctrine circulating in our soul produce endurance under pressure and patience under momentum testing to handle these things with a mental attitude of great happiness.

  
a.  This ability from God often dumbfounds the unbeliever and makes them wonder what it is we have that they don’t have, and this is often an opening to present the gospel.


b.  This kind of testimony of the life is for mature believers only.


c.  There is also a change of mental attitude and demonstration of great happiness in the new believer, which is similar.  However, this state in the new believer is unstable and temporary, whereas, the happiness of the mature believer under pressure is stable and secure.

Doctrine of Omnipotence
A.  Definition and Description.

1.  The Latin term omnipotence is taken from the Greek word PANTOKRATOR, and means all-powerful or almighty.  It refers specifically to the power or ability attribute of God.  It has the connotation of “ruler of all things;” therefore, the eternal supreme power.


2.  Omnipotence is the theological term to describe the unlimited, infinite and eternal power of the three persons of the Trinity.


3.  God is infinite and eternal; His power is therefore infinite and eternal.  His power has no beginning and no end.


4.  God exists eternally in three persons who are coequal and co-infinite.  Each person of the Trinity has exactly the same identical power or omnipotence.


5.  God’s infinite and limitless power functions under the control of His divine volition or sovereignty, and it is accompanied by divine virtue or holiness.  The sovereignty and holiness of God must always be related to the omnipotence of God.  In other words, the omnipotence of God can never be divorced from divine virtue or holiness.


6.  God is able, in His omnipotence, to do anything compatible with His divine essence, but He will never use His power to compromise with sin, human good, or evil.


7.  God’s power is unlimited, except through self-imposed limitation related to acting foolishly, doing silly things, or becoming irrational.


8.  The greatest delegation of divine power in human history occurs between the resurrection of Christ and the resurrection of the Church.  It is the omnipotence of God provided to execute the plan of God.


9.  Divine omnipotence is related to both God’s promises and God’s actions on our behalf, which we call grace.   But we will never use this power unless we learn Bible doctrine; there is no substitute for learning doctrine!


10.  Scriptural documentation of God’s power. 



a.  Isa 43:13,  “Even from eternity past, I am He, and there is no one who can deliver out of My hand.  I act, and who can reverse it?”


b.  Mt 19:26,  “Jesus said to them, ‘With men this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.’”   Man has definite limitations.  God has no limitations except those, which are self-imposed; for He will not use His power to compromise with sin, human good, or evil.



c.  Mk 10:27,  “Jesus said, `With men it is impossible, but not with God, for all things are possible with God.’”  ,



d.  In Lk 1:37 the Greek says,  “For no word from God will be void of power.”


e.  Lk 18:27,  “But He said, `The things impossible with men are possible with God.’”


f.  God’s power was a definite spiritual issue to Abraham when both Abraham and Sarah were sexually dead.  Rom 4:16-21 is the story of Abraham’s fantastic faith resulting in the use of omnipotence.  Rom 4:20-21,  “Abraham staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief, but was strong in faith, giving glory to God, being fully persuaded that what He had promised He was also able to perform.”   Abraham understood the omnipotence of God, and claimed it in connection with the promise that God had given regarding Abraham’s seed.



g.  Paul’s application of omnipotence is given in 2 Cor 4:6-7,  “For God [Holy Spirit], who said [Gen 1:3], `Light, shine out of darkness,’ is the One who made His light to shine in our right lobes to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ [epistemological rehabilitation].  But we have this treasure in earthen vessels that the surpassing greatness of the power may be from God and not from ourselves.”  How could we ever get doctrine into our human souls?  By the omnipotence of God Holy Spirit, the delegated power of God for our perception and utilization of Bible doctrine.

B.  The Delegation of the Omnipotence of God to the Church Age Believer.

1.  The key to this delegation is the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ at the end of the dispensation of the Hypostatic Union.


2.  Eph 1:19-20, “And what is the surpassing greatness of His power to us who have believed for the delegation of His superior power, which [power] He made operational by means of Christ when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in heavenly places.”

3.  The surpassing greatness of His power is the Christian way of life.  Learning the word of God and use of the problem solving devices is how we put divine power into action.


4.  The system for utilization of divine power is protocol.



a.  One of the terms used to describe God’s plan for you is protocol, which emphasizes the utilization of divine power.



b.  Because we are royal family, we must function under royal family procedures.  Our personality or appearance or any human genetic or acquired factor is not the issue.  There is a system of protocol that merges different individualities within the royal family into a system of function, whereby authority is recognized.



c.  Protocol is procedure for royalty.  Protocol means that there is only one way of doing a thing.  There is only one way to use God’s power, and God has ordained the manner in which it is done.  That system is summarized in the spiritual problem solving devices.



d.  Protocol is divine power delegated to Church Age believers so that each believer has the ability to fulfill God’s plan; hence the power and dynamics of the ordinary life.



e.  Protocol is the utilization of divine power for the greatest invisible impact in all human history.



f.  Protocol is defined as a rigid, long-established code and procedure, prescribing complete deference to superior rank [God the Holy Spirit] and authority [Bible doctrine], followed by strict adherence to due order and precedence [metabolization of doctrine], coupled with precisely correct procedure [the use of the problem solving devices].


5.  Eph 1:19-20 relates the divine power or omnipotence of God used in resurrection of Christ to the divine power or omnipotence delegated to the Church Age believer.  This passage tells us there is a very definite relationship between the power used in the resurrection of Christ and the power available to the Church Age believer today.


6.  Before the Hypostatic Union and the resurrection of the humanity of Christ, divine power was delegated to very few Old Testament believers on a limited basis and on a contingency plan.


7.  The divine power used to raise Jesus Christ from the dead is the same divine power, which is available to every believer today; this is an act of God, which is without precedent in all of human history.  By metabolization of doctrine and use of the problem solving devices, divine power can actually be transferred into our life.


8.  The power that raised Jesus Christ from the dead is now available to every Church Age believer for the execution of God’s protocol plan.


9.  Between the resurrection of Christ and the Rapture of the Church is the greatest demonstration of power in all history.  The pattern for this power demonstration began with the Incarnation.


10.  This demonstration of divine power is divided into two parts.



a.  The Incarnation and Hypostatic Union, a period of 33 years, terminating with the resurrection of Christ.



b.  The Church Age, an indefinite period of time, terminating with the resurrection of the Church.


11.  In this power demonstration, God, for the first time, has made divine power available to every believer, patterned after the incarnation of Christ.  Between the resurrection of Christ and the resurrection of the Church, the power demonstration of the Hypostatic Union overflows to the Church Age.  Therefore, our spiritual life has great significance in human history.  We are the objects of the greatest delegation of omnipotence in all human history!


12.  Between the two resurrections is the dispensation of the royal family of God, which is also known as the Church Age.  This is the dispensation of the intensified angelic conflict, the dispensation of the crossroads of human history, and the dispensation of God’s delegated power being made available to every Church Age believer.


13.  Therefore, the resurrection of Christ is a dividing line between limited power to a few believers before the resurrection, and maximum power to all believers after the resurrection.


14.  However, availability of divine power does not mean utilization of divine power.  Utilization depends upon the believer’s self-determination and epistemological rehabilitation (relearning the nature of real truth).  There is no substitute for cognition of Bible doctrine.  Knowledge is power.  And metabolized knowledge of Bible doctrine is divine power.


15.  The royal family demonstration of divine power comes from the delegation of divine omnipotence, first to the humanity of Christ in the Hypostatic Union as our High Priest, and secondly to the Church Age believer during every generation of this dispensation as a kingdom of priests.


16.  Never before in all of human history has God delegated and made available so much divine power to the believer as in the Church Age.  Every believer has the availability of this power, but it remains potential until we fulfill the principle of epistemological rehabilitation (learning God’s truth).

17.  All precedence for the Church Age is taken from the dispensation of the Hypostatic Union, including this fantastic availability of divine power.  However, availability does not imply utilization of divine power.  Between availability and utilization is postsalvation epistemological rehabilitation, i.e., perception, metabolization, and application of the doctrines of the Church Age through the use of the problem solving devices.


18.  The utilization of divine omnipotence depends upon postsalvation epistemological rehabilitation plus the utilization of the problem solving devices, resulting in advance to spiritual maturity and the manufacture of invisible spiritual heroes.


19.  The invisible hero of the Church Age is manufactured out of divine omnipotence.  The invisible hero has maximum use of divine power during any generation of the Church Age.  The invisible hero has maximum use of the problem solving devices of the protocol plan.  The invisible hero has the life beyond academic knowledge (GNWSIS), the life beyond his fondest dreams.


20.  The omnipotence of the Father in eternity past created a portfolio of invisible assets for every Church Age believer.  The function of the omnipotence of the Holy Spirit has provided an unprecedented delegation and distribution of divine power as a part of the unique spiritual life of every Church Age believer.


21.  God’s superior power, omnipotence, is delegated and distributed in two areas of the Christian way of life.



a.  In our portfolio of invisible assets from the omnipotence of God the Father.



b.  In the spiritual life from the omnipotence of the Holy Spirit, “‘Not by might, nor by power, but by My Spirit,’ says the Lord.” 

C.  The Issue of Divine Power versus Human Power.

1.  The power for the execution of the plan of God is related to:



a.  The word of God.  Heb 4:12, “The word of God is alive and powerful, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of the soul and the spirit, and of joints and the marrow, and is a critic of thoughts and intents of the heart.”


b.  The filling of the Spirit.  Eph 3:16, “That He may give you on the basis of the riches of His glory to become strong by means of power through His Spirit in your inner being.”



(1)  “The riches of His glory” emphasizes the omnipotence of God the Father related to our invisible assets, the omnipotence of God the Son holding the universe together, and in this passage the omnipotence of God the Holy Spirit providing the necessary power for the execution of the plan of God.




(2)  “To become strong” is tantamount to the filling of the Holy Spirit, which is the status of being influenced by the Holy Spirit.


2.  God is perfect; therefore, His plan is perfect.  It is impossible for perfect God to design for us an imperfect plan.  But we are imperfect, and we do not have the power or the ability to execute the perfect plan from God.  A perfect plan can only be executed by a perfect power.


3.  Therefore, the execution of the plan of God demands the understanding and utilization of the omnipotence of God the Holy Spirit.  In this way, we execute the plan of God.


4.  In the Old Testament dispensations, there was no filling of the Holy Spirit.  After the Rapture of the Church in the Tribulation and the Millennium, there will not be a filling of the Holy Spirit.  So the filling of the Holy Spirit is reserved for Christological dispensations only:  the dispensation of the Hypostatic Union and the dispensation of the Church.  The empowering of the Holy Spirit in millennial believers is not the same as the empowering of Church Age believers.

5.  The spiritual life is a combination of the filling of the Holy Spirit (tantamount to the Holy Spirit influencing our soul or spirituality) and perception of Bible doctrine. 


6.  Spirituality is not emotional activity of any kind.  It is God the Holy Spirit influencing our soul, so we can understand Bible doctrine and so we can utilize divine power.


7.  Divine power in the execution of God’s plan is related to the fulfillment of such mandates as Eph 5:18, “be filled with the Spirit,” and Gal 5:16, “keep walking by means of the Spirit.”

8.  Remember that the filling of the Spirit includes His teaching ministry, as per Jn 14:26, 16:12-14; 1 Cor 2:9-16.


9.  Divine power and human power are mutually exclusive.  Therefore, spirituality is an absolute.  Either we are filled with the Spirit or we are in a state of carnality, grieving or quenching the Spirit, living inside the cosmic system.


10.  Divine power is located in the spiritual skills (being influenced by the Spirit, learning the word of God, and applying the word of God); human power is located in the cosmic system and the function of the arrogance skills (self-absorption, self-deception, self-justification and self-gratification).  In the cosmic system we grieve the Spirit and quench the Spirit.  Yet Eph 4:30 commands us to “grieve not the Holy Spirit;” 1 Thes 5:19 commands us to “quench not the Spirit.” 


11.  No believer can ever execute the plan of God while residing in Satan’s cosmic system.  Therefore, no believer can execute God’s plan apart from the function of the spiritual skills, because no believer can ever execute God’s plan in his own power, in the energy of the flesh.


12.  2 Cor 4:7, “We have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the surpassing greatness of the power may be from God and not from ourselves.”  The power must be from God; not our power or ability or personality dynamics.


13.  Invisible spiritual heroes are manufactured by divine power.


14.  The Christian way of life is a supernatural way of life that demands a supernatural means of execution; not by emotion, but by the use of invisible divine power.  The purpose of the filling of the Spirit is to provide the enabling power through the spiritual skills for the execution of God’s plan for His glorification in the Church Age.


15.  The filling of the Spirit is therefore a temporary thing, depending upon the volition of the believer.  In sinning, the believer leaves the spiritual life.  Through the use of the recovery procedure of 1 Jn 1:9, the believer recovers his residence in the spiritual life.


16.  It becomes obvious that the more time we log in the filling of the Spirit, the easier it is to learn doctrine and to grow in grace.  The more time we log in the cosmic system, the closer we come to becoming loser believers—losing out on the blessing for time and eternity God has for us.


17.  Through the arrogance skills, the believer can only function on his human energy and his human power.  Through the spiritual skills, the believer functions on the omnipotence of the Holy Spirit.  Therefore, only through the spiritual skills is the omnipotence of the Spirit available for learning doctrine and for executing God’s plan for our lives.


18.  Divine omnipotence and human power cannot coexist!  No believer can fulfill the plan of God for the Church Age through the arrogance skills, because he is under the energy of the flesh.  But “‘It’s not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit,’ says the Lord.”  No believer can execute the plan of God through human power or human energy.


19.  The execution of the plan of God demands three factors.



a.  The filling or enabling power (or omnipotence) of the Holy Spirit.



b.  Consistent metabolization of doctrine while filled with the Spirit.  The two must go together for the glorification of God, for the fulfillment of His plan, and for the manufacture of invisible heroes.



c.  The application of doctrine through the use of the problem solving devices.


20.  Invisible spiritual heroes are manufactured by two powers.



a.  The omnipotence of God the Holy Spirit in filling.



b.  The power of Bible doctrine in the soul.  “The word of God is alive and powerful.”

21.  The delegation of God’s superior power (Eph 1:19) has two sources.



a.  Our portfolio of invisible spiritual assets provided for us by the omnipotence of God the Father at salvation.


b.  Our very own operational-type spiritual life, provided for us by the omnipotence of God the Holy Spirit at salvation.

22.  Protocol is the divine plan for the utilization of divine power for the purpose of fulfilling God’s plan, will, and purpose for our life; i.e., the glorification of Christ and of the Father.  God’s plan calls for the use of God’s power.  To use human power in trying to fulfill God’s plan is blasphemous and a terrible insult to God’s perfect plan.  God can only be glorified by power equivalent to His own power.  Therefore He cannot be glorified by human power, or angelic power.

 
23.  Ignorance of doctrine means failure to utilize God’s power for the fulfillment of God’s will, purpose, and plan for our life.


24.  Malfunction recovering from carnality or neglect of the recovery procedure means perpetual life inside the cosmic system where only human power or Satan’s power is available.  In the cosmic system, it’s impossible to execute the plan of God.  In addition we suffer intensively from self-induced misery under the law of volitional responsibility, and simultaneously suffer from the three stages of divine discipline until the day we die.  As a result, we are only overwhelmed with your own inadequacies, never overwhelmed with the power of God.


25.  Failure to utilize divine power means accepting the cheap substitute of human power and human dynamics, such as human personality improvement, human works of legalism, human behavior patterns such as self-satisfaction and human self-righteousness, human self-sacrifice, crusader arrogance, and spirituality by works.


26.  There is no substitute for the utilization of divine power in the function of God’s plan, in the mechanics of epistemological rehabilitation and cognition of doctrine, and in the operation of the problem solving devices related to divine power.


26.  The divine plan demands the use of divine power for its execution.  God cannot accept any form of human power for the fulfillment of His plan.


27.  The unprecedented grace provision of divine power is the perfect complement to our Lord’s strategic victory of the angelic conflict.


28.  The application is that the Christian way of life demands ability—not human ability, but God’s ability for its execution.  Anything the unbeliever can do is not part of the Christian life, because the unbeliever functions under human ability.  Human ability can function under the laws of divine establishment producing morality.  But the Christian way of life is exceedingly greater than human morality.  We use the word “virtue” to describe what is produced by the Christian way of life.  Christian virtue is higher than morality, because we as believers are given the divine power and divine ability to do something far greater than even the best of unbelievers can accomplish.


29.  Divine power can only function under enforced and genuine humility, so that we are teachable and learn Bible doctrine.


30.  The power of God is vested in the word of God.  Therefore, authority belongs to the word of God, not even to the pastor.  The pastor only has authority to teach the word of God.  Congregations are not benefited by human power; congregations are only benefited by divine power.

D.  The Biblical Documentation for the Omnipotence of God in the Dispensation of the Church Age.

1.  Our Lord prophesied this power just before His resurrection in Acts 1:8, “But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you.” 


2.  Eph 1:19-20, “And what is the surpassing greatness of His power to us who have believed for the delegation of His superior power, which [superior power] He put into operation by means of Christ when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in heavenly places.” 


3.  Eph 3:16 says that the blessings of our spiritual assets can only be administered by the omnipotence of God.  “I pray that He may give you on the basis of the riches of His glory [portfolio of invisible assets] to become strong [enabling power of Holy Spirit and momentum from doctrine] by means of power [omnipotence of the Holy Spirit] through His Spirit [filling of the Holy Spirit] in your inner being.”

4.  Eph 3:20, “Now to Him who is able [omnipotence of God] to do infinitely more than all we could ever ask or even imagine on the basis of the power which has been delegated to us.”

5.  Col 1:10-12, “That you might walk in a manner worthy of the Lord for the purpose of pleasing Him in all things, bearing fruit in every good achievement [three stages of spiritual adulthood]; in fact, constantly growing by means of metabolized doctrine from God, because we have been endowed with all power [omnipotence of God the Father, Son, Holy Spirit] from that superior power of His glory resulting in all endurance and patience with happiness.  Giving thanks to the Father who has qualified us for a share of the endowment of the saints [royal family] in the light.”

6.  2 Thes 1:11, “For to this end we always pray for you, that our God may make you worthy of your election, and fulfill every desire for integrity and the work of doctrine with power.”

7.  1 Cor 2:4-5, “And my doctrine and my preaching were not in the persuasive words of human wisdom, but in a demonstration of the Spirit and of power, so that your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men but in the power of God.”

8.  1 Pet 1:5, “We are guarded by the power of God through faith for deliverance, ready to be revealed at the last time.”   The power of God guards you even when you reject the power of God.


9.  2 Pet 1:3, “Seeing that His divine power [omnipotence of God the Father] has given to us everything pertaining to life [portfolio of invisible assets] and the spiritual life through the epignosis knowledge [metabolized doctrine] of Him who called us to His own glory.”

10.  2 Cor 4:7, “But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the surpassing greatness of the power may be from God and not from ourselves.”

11.  Rom 15:13, “That you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.”

12.  2 Tim 1:7, “For God has not given to us a spiritual life of fear, but a lifestyle of power, of virtue love, and of sound judgment [self-discipline, common sense].”  The lifestyle of power is the believer using the problem solving devices to handle every problem in life.   Part of common sense is alertness to current events.  The believer with doctrinal application has a superior common sense.  In 2 Thes 1:11, Paul calls common sense “the work of doctrine with power.”

13.  2 Cor 13:4, “For indeed He was crucified because of weakness [ours], yet He lives because of the power of God.  For we also are weak [helpless] in Him, yet we shall live with Him because of the power of God directed toward you.”

14.  Even the purpose of the ministry is related to the omnipotence of God.  Eph 3:7-8, “Through which [Gospel] I have become a minister according to the gift of the grace of God on the basis of the function of His [Holy Spirit] divine power.  To me, the very least of all saints, this grace was given to proclaim to the Gentiles the inexhaustible riches associated with Christ.”


a.  Wherever Scripture mentions divine power, there is always some concept or implication of the grace of God.



b.  One of the greatest functions of the grace of God to us is the provision of divine power to execute the plan of God.  For example, the sovereignty and omnipotence of the Holy Spirit is the source of spiritual gifts.  The omnipotence of the Holy Spirit is the enabling power for the function of spiritual gifts.


15.  Some of the Scriptures dealing with God’s omnipotence include Isa 44:24; Rom 4:7; 2 Cor 4:6; Eph 1:11, 19-21; and Heb 1:3.


16.  Jer 32:17, “Ah, Lord Jehovah!  Ah, sovereign Lord!  Behold, You [Jesus Christ] have made the heavens and the earth by Your great power and by Your outstretched arm.  Nothing is too difficult for You.”  It is easy for sovereignty and omnipotence to link up and produce a miracle.  It is difficult for sovereignty to link up with human free will and produce the will of God.

9

