Col 1:10



- is the aorist active infinitive of the verb PERIPATEW, which means “to walk,” but metaphorically refers to the conduct of one’s life.


The constative aorist regards the believer’s manner of life in its entirety with no reference to time.


The active voice indicates that the Church Age believer produces the action of the verb, living his or her life in a certain manner, which is about to be defined.


The infinitive is an infinitive of purpose, which expresses the aim of the action denoted by the previous verb PLĒROW.  Believers are filled with the epignosis knowledge of God’s will in order to have a manner of life worthy of the Lord.  This could also be the infinitive of result, indicating the result of being filled with the epignosis knowledge of God’s is that the conduct of one’s life is worthy of the Lord

- is the adverb AXIWS, which means “worthily, in a manner worthy of, suitably.”  Compare 1 Thes 2:12, “So that you may walk in a manner worthy of the God who calls you into His own kingdom and glory.”  Phil 1:27, “Only conduct yourselves in a manner worth of the gospel of Christ.”
 - is the objective genitive (the genitive is always used after certain words such as AXIWS) from the masculine singular article and noun KURIOS, “of the Lord.”
“that you may walk worthy of the Lord”
- is the preposition EIS plus the accusative of purpose from the feminine singular adjective PAS plus the noun ARESKEIA, which means “the desire to please.”  The entire prepositional phrase means literally “for the purpose of all pleasing.”  This phrase is elliptical and idiomatic.  We would say, “for the purpose of pleasing [Him] in all things.”  English grammar requires an object after the verbal aspect of the noun ARESKEIA (“pleasing”).  Therefore, the necessity for adding the word “[Him].”
“for the purpose of pleasing [Him] in all things,”
 - the preposition EN (“in”) plus the locative of sphere from the neuter singular adjectives PAS (“every”) and AGATHOS (“good”) plus the neuter singular noun ERGOS (“work, deed, production, action”).  This phrase is translated “in the sphere of every good production.”
 - is the nominative masculine second person plural present active participle from the verb KARPOPHOREW, meaning to bear fruit (see Col 1:6).

The customary present tense denotes what may be reasonably expected to occur.  If the believer learning doctrine, then it can reasonably be expected that he or she will walk worthy of the Lord and produce spiritually.


The active voice indicates that any believer who learns doctrine produces the action of the verb.


The circumstantial participle expresses an additional fact or thought connected with the main verb “to be filled.”  If you are filled with doctrine, you produce fruit (i.e., divine good).

“bearing fruit in the sphere of every good production,”
 - this is the connective conjunction KAI meaning “and” plus the nominative masculine second person plural present passive participle from the verb AUXANOMAI, meaning “to grow.”

The customary present denotes what may be reasonably expected to occur.

The passive voice indicates that believers receive the action of the verb.  We receive spiritual growth by learning doctrine.


The participle is circumstantial.  If you are filled with doctrine, you receive spiritual growth.

, - this is the instrumental of means from the feminine singular article and the noun EPIGNWSIS plus the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS.  The phrase is translated “by means of the full-knowledge of God.”
“and growing by means of the full-knowledge of God,”
Col 1:10 corrected translation
“that you may walk worthy of the Lord for the purpose of pleasing [Him] in all things,  bearing fruit in the sphere of every good production, and growing by means of the full-knowledge of God,”
Explanation:
1.  There are three principle parts to this verse.


a.  That we may walk worthy of the Lord for the purpose of pleasing Him in all things.


b.  Bearing fruit in the sphere of every good production.


c.  And growing by means of the epignosis knowledge of God.

2.  Let’s analyze the first phrase “That you may walk worthy of the Lord for the purpose of pleasing Him in all things.”

a.  The objective of the Christian’s spiritual life is to walk worthy of the Lord.  Walking is a reference to the conduct of one’s life.  Our conduct is totally dependent upon what we think.  We cannot divorce our actions from our motivation.  Our motivation is dependent upon what we think.  What we think is dependent upon the information currently circulating in our stream of consciousness.  As the Scripture says, “As a man thinks in his right lobe, so he is.”  We are what we think.


b.  There are three types of thinking, which exist among members of the human race:  divine viewpoint, establishment viewpoint, and human or satanic viewpoint.  Establishment viewpoint can be entered into by both believer and unbeliever, but only the believer under the filling of the Spirit with doctrine circulating in his soul can think divine viewpoint.  At any given moment, we are either thinking what God wants us to think or we are thinking what Satan wants us to think.  Satanic thought is aided by the function of the old sin nature.  Human viewpoint is the viewpoint of the old sin nature.


c.  The unbeliever is capable of two types of thought:  establishment viewpoint and human viewpoint.  There is nothing wrong with establishment viewpoint; for it produces honor and integrity in the unbeliever.  But God expects more than just establishment viewpoint in the believer’s thinking.  This is why we have Bible doctrine in the canon of Scripture.


d.  In order to walk worthy of the Lord, the believer must first reject human viewpoint type thinking, accept establishment type thinking, and then go beyond establishment type thinking to divine viewpoint of the soul.  This will establish right motivation in the believer’s soul.  Right motivation will produce good decisions.  Good decisions will produce right actions.  Right actions based on good decisions from right motivation produced by doctrine in the soul equal walking worthy of the Lord.


e.  The Christian’s conduct is not a one time decision, but a series of good decisions day after day, week after week, month after month, and year after year based on continued spiritual growth.  Christian’s don’t just accidentally make great spiritual decisions.  Great spiritual decisions for the believer are the result of thousands of small daily decisions based on the doctrine resident in their soul.  There are no accidents in the Christian life.  We don’t accidentally receive blessing from God.  We don’t accidentally receive divine discipline from God.  We don’t accidentally act graciously toward other people.  We don’t accidentally treat others who are unfair to us with honor and integrity.  These things are all a result of the inculcation of God’s system of thinking over a long period of time.


f.  The ultimate result of right thinking, right motivation, and right actions is pleasing God in all things.  We must please God in what we think before we will ever please Him by what we say or do.  Through the filling of the Holy Spirit and Bible doctrine; that is, the divine power that God has made available to us, we can please God in all things.  But you will say to me, “But what about the believer who sins?”  We all sin, and God has provided the right thinking for that too.  It’s called the recovery procedure of 1 Jn 1:9, “If we acknowledge our sins to Him, He is faithful and justified to forgive us our sins and to purify us from all unrighteousness.”  Again, this is right action based on right motivation and right thinking.

3.  In the two phrases which follow, the apostle Paul gives us the two ways in which we please God in all things: “bearing fruit in the sphere of every good production and growing by means of the full-knowledge of God.”

a.  “Bearing fruit in the sphere of every good production.”


(1)  The believer is expected to bear fruit or produce divine good after salvation, but this has some very specific qualifications.  The believer bears fruit by production of divine good.  The Greek word, as we have noted, is the adjective AGATHOS, which means good of intrinsic value; something which is inherently good.  For example, we may give money to our church to support the pastor or the poor or the homeless.  But if we give in order to gain the approbation of others in the church or to assuage our guilty conscience, then we are giving from wrong motivation and our giving is nothing more than human good or what the Bible calls “dead works.”


(2)  “Good production” or the production of divine good must be done in the filling/power/influence of the Holy Spirit.  We must be influenced by God the Holy Spirit when we produce anything for the Lord.  The filling of the Holy Spirit provides the proper motivation for our action.  An easy way to remember this is “A right thing must be done in a right way to be right.”


(3)  Our mental attitude for producing divine good must be based on the Bible doctrine circulating in our soul.  What we think determines how we act.  If we work around the church, witness to others, pray for others, teach doctrine, or just do our job as unto the Lord, we must do so from the doctrine we have learned and not from the spiritual bullying of others.  Every thing we do can and should be divine good, but it all depends on our attitude in doing it.  If we do something because others think it is right, then it is human good.  If we do something because it is expected by society, then it is human good.  If we do something because we expect to gain in some way, then it is human good.  “A right thing done in a wrong way is wrong.”


(4)  Therefore, we must be influenced by the Holy Spirit for right motivation and performing the good, because of the Bible doctrine in our soul.  Without these two principles as the driving force in our soul, we are performing human good works, which are dead works as far as spiritual production in the Christian life is concerned.


b.  “Growing by means of epignosis knowledge of God.”


(1)  Paul ends by stating the supreme objective and goal of the Christian way of life:  God expects us to grow up spiritually by learning about Him.  This can only be done within the framework of God’s system and plan for the Church Age.  This system demands the filling of the Spirit, positive volition to expose ourselves to the teaching of doctrine from our pastor-teacher, and positive volition on a consistent basis to learn that doctrine.



(2)  This is the ultimate in pleasing God in all things.  This is the ultimate in the production of divine good.  This is the ultimate in occupation with Christ.  This is the ultimate in personal love for God the Father.  This is the ultimate in sharing the perfect happiness of God.  This is the ultimate in true humility and obedience to God.



(3)  Note that Paul did not say we are to simply learn about God from an academic standpoint—GNWSIS, but we are to thoroughly and completely learn about God—EPIGNWSIS.  This requires our positive volition toward the doctrine being taught.  If we do not believe what is taught, then God the Holy Spirit cannot transfer that doctrine from the left lobe of our soul, where the doctrine is only academic understanding, to the right lobe of our soul, which is a full spiritual understanding.



(4)  Growing spiritually is how we please God in all things; for the more doctrine we learn, believe, and apply, the more divine good we produce, the more we are occupied with Christ, and the more we please God in all things.
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