Acts 9:9



 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the third person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: he was.”

The imperfect tense is a durative imperfect, which describes a continuing past action.


The active voice indicates that Saul produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the adverbial accusative of measure of extent of time from the noun HĒMERA and cardinal adjective TREIS, meaning “for three days.”  This is followed by the negative MĒ plus the nominative masculine singular present active participle from the verb BLEPW, which means “to see.”  This participle is used with the previous finite verb EIMI to form a periphrastic construction (two verb forms used to express a single verbal idea).


The present tense is a descriptive and durative present for what continued at that time.


The active voice indicates that Saul produced the action of not being able to see.


The participle is used with the finite verb to form a periphrastic construction.  It is translated literally “he was not seeing;” however, a better English translation would be “he was without sight” or “he was unable to see” or “he was blind.”

“And he was without sight for three days,”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the strong negative OUK, meaning “not” plus the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb ESTHIW, meaning “to eat: he did not eat.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which presents the past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Saul produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the coordinating negative conjunction OUDE, meaning “nor.”  When used with a previous negative it means “neither…nor.”  Finally, we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb PINW, which means “to drink.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which presents the past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Saul produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.
“and neither ate nor drank.”
Acts 9:9 corrected translation
“And he was without sight for three days, and neither ate nor drank.”
Explanation:
1.  “And he was without sight for three days,”

a.  Luke continues by telling us that Saul’s blindness lasted for three days.

b.  This three days is not insignificant, but is related to two important facts.


(1)  In the story of Jonah, he spends three days in the stomach of a great fish.  Jesus uses this story to illustrate His three days in the grave, Mt 12:38-40, “Then some of the scribes and Pharisees said to Him, ‘Teacher, we want to see a sign from You.’  But He answered and said to them, ‘An evil and adulterous generation craves for a sign; and yet no sign will be given to it but the sign of Jonah the prophet; for just as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the sea monster, so will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.’”  Saul either heard this statement himself or from one of his fellow Pharisees.  And if not from them, he could have heard it from the daily teaching of Peter and John in the temple.  With his vast knowledge of the Old Testament, Saul could also easily draw the analogy between Jonah’s negative volition and his own.  Remember that Jonah was unable to see anything inside that great fish.  All Jonah could do was think about doing what God wanted instead of what he wanted.


(2)  The second important fact that Saul could think about was Jesus’ three days in the grave.


c.  These three days forced Saul to think about his life, his motivations, his decisions, and his actions.  What he thought was true was not.  What he believed to be important was not.  What he wanted most (to kill Christians) no longer mattered.


d.  Saul had spent his life in spiritual darkness and now he had the physical darkness to match.  This was no accident: it was the will of God.  Jesus made him blind and Saul knew it.  No one could do this but God.  Jesus, therefore, had to be God.  The evidence for the deity of Jesus just kept piling up against Saul’s erroneous beliefs.

e.  Most of us couldn’t sit still and think about our life for a couple of hours, let alone for three days.  The next phrase tells us that Saul didn’t do anything during those three days.  He just sat and thought about his life up to this point and the reality of Jesus, glorified and in heaven.
2.  “and neither ate nor drank.”

a.  The shock of what had happened to Saul on the road, the reality of the person of Jesus in heaven, and the shock of God’s enforced blindness of Saul all combined to stop him for doing anything in life.

b.  Saul had come to the crossroads of his life and he knew it.  Either Jesus was real and true and his entire belief system was all a lie, or the revelation was a lie and he could go on deceiving himself.  A decision had to be made, and this decision was the most important decision of his life.

c.  Saul could not think now about finding and arresting Christians.  He couldn’t go to the synagogues.  He couldn’t go back to Jerusalem like this.  He couldn’t eat, drink, or go anywhere or do any of the normal things of life.  He had to come to grips with the reality of Jesus and believe in Him.


d.  This lesson was also never lost on Paul; for he says in Rom 14:17, “For the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking but righteousness, harmony, and a superabundance of happiness by means of the Holy Spirit.”  When he wrote those words, Paul’s thoughts surely drifted back to these three days.


e.  Saul was not deliberately fasting here.  The shock of the experience on the road had broken his arrogance and destroyed his entire belief system.  He was desperately trying to come to grips with the reality of Jesus.  This was much more important to him than eating and drinking.  His spiritual life was at stake.  “That he neither ate nor drank for three days could be an expression of penitence on Paul’s part but is more likely the result of his shock, confusion, and utter brokenness of will.  The raging persecutor had been reduced to a shambles.”

� Polhill, p. 235f.
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