Acts 9:5



 is the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Then” with the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EIPON, which means “to say: he said.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Saul produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the predicate nominative from the second person masculine singular interrogative pronoun TIS, meaning “Who.”  Then we have the second person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: You are.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which views the action as a fact or state of being without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that the person being addressed—the indefinite ‘who’ produces the state of being who they are.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions that can be answered by providing factual information.

This is followed by the vocative masculine singular from the noun KURIOS, meaning “Lord.”

“Then he said, ‘Who are You, Lord?’”
 is the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “And, Then, Now, etc.”  With this we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article, used as a personal pronoun or demonstrative pronoun.  It can be translated “That one” or “He” (BDAG, p. 686).  The construction  indicates progress in the narrative.  Then we have the nominative subject from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “I” plus the first person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: I am.”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which views the action as a fact or state of being without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that the person speaking produces the state of being who they are.


The indicative mood is a declarative indicative, which states a fact.

This is followed by the predicate nominative and nominative of appellation from the masculine singular proper noun IĒSOUS, meaning “Jesus.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the first person masculine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “whom.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “you” and referring to Saul.  Finally, we have the second person singular present active indicative from the verb DIWKW, which means “to persecute: you are persecuting.”


The present tense is a descriptive and durative present for an action that began in the past and is still continuing.


The active voice indicates that Saul has been and still is producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“And He [said], ‘I am Jesus whom you are persecuting,”

The clause  (‘It is hard for you to kick against the goads’) is included after  in verse 4 and/or verse 5 by the following texts/authors:  E (an 8th Century Codex) 431 (a 12th Century manuscript), the Vulgate (Latin translation), Syriac translations, the Church Fathers: Petilianus, Jerome, Augustine; Lucifer, Ambrose [see the dates of their death in the footnotes].  …the words were introduced by copyists who assimilated the passage to the account of Paul’s conversion given in Acts 26:14, where the clause follows  (the text is firm).  In support of this judgment is the lack of any reason that would satisfactorily account for the omission of the clause from verses 4 or 5, had it stood there originally.  Likewise, it is always suspicious when a variant reading, which agrees with a parallel passage, has no fixed location but vacillates between two points of attachment in Western witnesses.

Acts 9:5 corrected translation
“Then he said, ‘Who are You, Lord?’  And He [said], ‘I am Jesus whom you are persecuting,”
Explanation:
1.  “Then he said, ‘Who are You, Lord?’”

a.  The next thing that happened was a natural reaction to Saul hearing a divine voice ask him why he is persecuting Him.  Saul is shocked that a deity is speaking to him.  He is shocked that this deity thinks and says that Saul is persecuting Him.  As far as Saul is concerned and believes he has been doing the will of God all his life, especially with regard to stamping out the heretical sect of Christians.  So it is a natural reaction for Saul to question the voice.

b.  The use of the word “Lord” is more than a polite verbal gesture.  Saul recognized that the light came “from heaven.”  He falls to the ground in obeisance and homage.  Therefore, Saul already recognizes that he is dealing with deity.  Saul wants to confirm that the person speaking to him is the God of Israel, because the last thing Saul would ever do is persecute the God of Israel.  Saul firmly believes he is doing the work of the God of Israel and always has done the work of the God of Israel.  Therefore, he is confused about how he could possibly be persecuting the God of Israel.  The question legitimately indicates Saul’s confusion.  Saul really didn’t know who was speaking to him, he just knew that God was speaking to him.  But how could Saul, a mere man, even be able to persecute God?  It didn’t make sense.  Hence, Saul’s confusion. 

c.  Did Saul actually see the resurrected and glorified humanity of Christ?



(1)  Barnabas says that he did, Acts 9:27, “But Barnabas took hold of him and brought him to the apostles and described to them how he had seen the Lord on the road, and that He had talked to him, and how at Damascus he had spoken out boldly in the name of Jesus.”



(2)  Paul himself says that he did:




(a)  1 Cor 9:1, “Am I not free?  (Yes, I am.)  Am I not an apostle?  (Yes, I am.)  Have I not seen Jesus, our Lord?  (Of course, I have.)  Are you not my production in the Lord?  (Yes, you are.)”




(b)  1 Cor 15:8, “But last of all, as though to a miscarriage, He appeared even to me.”




(c)  Gal 1:16, “to reveal His Son to me for my benefit, that I myself might proclaim Him among the Gentiles,…”


d.  Saul sees Jesus in His glorified humanity, but does not recognize Him.  Whether or not Saul ever saw Jesus on earth prior to His crucifixion does not matter, because several people did not recognize the resurrected humanity of Jesus at first—Mary at the tomb, the two disciples along the road to Emmaus.  Saul may have known exactly what Jesus looked like during His incarnation, but he had never seen the glorified humanity of Jesus.  And the last person Saul expected to see manifest from heaven as deity was the criminal named Jesus.
2.  “And He [said], ‘I am Jesus whom you are persecuting,”

a.  The Lord then answers Saul’s question directly and without hesitation.  He identifies himself clearly and expressly as Jesus.

b.  The single word ‘Jesus’ needed no further explanation.  Saul knew exactly who this particular Jesus was.  Though the name was common among the Jews, there was only one Jesus that mattered to Israel in the last several years.  There was only one Jesus who was blamed for all the troubles of Israel recently in Jerusalem.  There was only one Jesus who heretics were following.  Saul knew exactly who was meant by this name.

c.  Immediately Saul would relate the person of Jesus with the light from heaven—the Shekinah glory.  The Shekinah glory was standing before him and talking to him as He did to Moses.  It was the God of Israel speaking to Saul as He had to Moses.  Saul’s mind must have been whirling at this point adding to his confusion and consternation.


d.  He sees Jesus, who is supposed to be dead, but is very much alive and very much talking to him.  Dead men tell no tales, but this Man is not dead as Saul has been told repeatedly by the members of the Sanhedrin.


e.  Jesus is alive and has been glorified by God, just as those disciples of Jesus kept saying He was!  That thought alone was a reality beyond reality to Saul.  Saul’s entire belief system was destroyed right before his eyes.  Everything that he believed to be true ceased to exist.  The reality was that Jesus was alive and really was the Messiah of Israel.


f.  Then the Lord adds the explanation that Saul is persecuting Jesus right now.  How could that be possible?  More confusion is added to Saul’s soul.  Saul does not say another word to Jesus as far as we know from what is revealed in Scripture.  One thing was certainly not happen—Saul will never again breathe threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord.

g.  The reality is now a fact for Paul—I have been persecuting the God of Israel; I have been persecuting the Messiah; I have been rejecting my own God.  If ever the wind was taken out of someone’s sails, it was at this moment in human history.  But this moment on the Damascus road would change history forever.  These few minutes and short conversation would have an impact on human history beyond anyone’s imagination.


h.  Notice that the Lord does not need to tell Saul to stop persecuting Him, because He knows that this will happen.  Instead the Lord Jesus gives different instructions to Saul that will lead to the beginning of his service for the Lord.

i.  One of the most difficult questions to answer at this point is whether or not Saul believed in Jesus as the Christ at this point or needed to think about it for the next three days until Ananias came to him and laid hands on him and Saul was filled with the Spirit (verses 17-18).  Not enough information is given by Luke to make a dogmatic statement.  But either Saul was saved at this moment on the Damascus road, or he had to think about what happened for three days, and believed when Ananias came to him.


(1)  In Paul’s additional account of this encounter on the Damascus road he adds Acts 22:10, “And I said, ‘What shall I do, Lord?’  And the Lord said to me, ‘Get up and go on into Damascus, and there you will be told of all that has been appointed for you to do.’”  This question clearly implies obedience to the Lord, which obedience does not come without accepting the authority of Jesus as the God of Israel.  This seems to indicate that Saul believed in Jesus at this point.



(2)  On the other hand we have the statement of Ananias in Acts 22:16, “Now why do you delay?  Get up and be baptized, and wash away your sins, calling on His name.”  The last two phrases seem to imply that Saul was not a believer until this point, since “calling on His name” is the theological equivalent of “believing in Christ.”  Were Saul’s sins not yet washed away, because he was still an unbeliever?  This issue can be debated without resolution.  But the real issue is that Saul’s life was forever changed in that three day span.  And I’m sure that the analogy between the three days of Saul’s darkness, the three days of Jonah’s darkness in the belly of the great fish, and our Lord’s three days in Hades were not lost on the acute mind of Saul.
Petilianus (d. IV/V)


Jerome (d. 419/420)


Augustine (d. 430)	


Lucifer of Calaris (d. 370/371)


Ambrose (d. 397)
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