Acts 9:31
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 is the postpositive particle MEN used with the conjunction OUN to indicate continuation of the narrative, especially in Acts (1:6, 18; 2:41; 5:41; 8:25; 9:31; 11:19; 13:4; 14:3; 15:3, 30; 16:5; 17:12, 17, 30; 19:32; 23:18, 22, 31; 25:4; 26:4, 9; 28:5); it means “So or Then.”
  With this we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun EKKLĒSIA, which means “the Church.”  Then we have the preposition KATA plus the adverbial genitive of place, referring to “extension in various directions within an area, throughout”
, from the feminine singular adjective HOLOS, meaning “all or whole” plus the article and proper nouns IOUDAIA, GALILAIA, and SAMAREIA, connected by the conjunctions KAI, meaning “throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria.”  This is followed by the third person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb ECHW, which means “to have.”


The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes what continued in the past.

The active voice indicates that the Church produced the action of having something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun EIRĒNĒ, meaning “peace and prosperity.”
“So the church throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria continued to have peace,”
 is the explanatory nominative feminine singular present passive participle from the verb OIKODOMEW, which means “to be built up.”

The present tense is a descriptive/historical present for what was happening in the past.


The passive voice indicates that the Church received the action.


The participle is explanatory, explaining what is meant by the feminine singular noun EIRĒNĒ = peace.

Then we have the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the explanatory nominative feminine singular present deponent middle/passive participle from the verb POREUOMAI, which means “(1) to go, travel, or proceed, when used in a context of physical movement; and (2) to conduct oneself, live, walk 1 Pet 4:3; Lk 1:6; 2 Pet 3:3; Jude 11, 16, 18, 20; Acts 14:16; live in the fear of the Lord Acts 9:31.”


The present tense is a descriptive/historical present for what was happening in the past.


The deponent middle/passive voice functions like an active voice and indicates that the Church produced the action.


The participle is explanatory, explaining what is meant by the feminine singular noun EIRĒNĒ = peace.

This is followed by locative of sphere or the instrumental of manner (indicating the manner in which they were being built up and living) from the masculine singular article and noun PHOBOS plus the objective genitive from the masculine singular article and noun KURIOS, meaning “in respect for the Lord.”
“being built up and living in respect for the Lord”
 is the connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the locative of sphere from the feminine singular article and noun PARAKLĒSIS, which means “in the encouragement/comfort.”  With this we have the ablative of origin/source from the neuter singular article and adjective HAGIOS plus the noun PNEUMA, meaning “from the Holy Spirit.”  Finally, we have the third person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb PLĒTHUNW, which means “to be increased, multiplied, or grow in number”

The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes what continued to take place in the past.


The passive voice indicates that the Church received the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“and in the encouragement from the Holy Spirit, it continued to be increased.”
Acts 9:31 corrected translation
“So the church throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria continued to have peace, being built up and living in respect for the Lord and in the encouragement from the Holy Spirit, it continued to be increased.”
Explanation:
1.  “So the church throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria continued to have peace,”

a.  Luke concludes this portion of his history of the Church with a summary statement of what happened after Saul was sent home to Tarsus.  Things calmed down and there was general peace and prosperity among all the local churches in the three areas that had been evangelized.

b.  The three areas of evangelization are given in order of the evangelizing work: Judea, Galilee, and then Samaria.

c.  The word “church” refers to all the believers in all the various congregations in these three areas.  Generally, the word ‘church’ with a lower case ‘c’ refers to a local congregation or church in theological writing, and the word ‘Church’ with a capital ‘C’ refers to the Church Universal, that is, to the collection of all believers worldwide.  The word ‘church’ as used by Luke here clearly refers to the collective body of believers in these three areas.  There were also believers at this time in Rome, on the island of Cyprus, and in Ethiopia.


d.  The word EIRĒNĒ, translated ‘peace’ refers to two things:



(1)  There was physical peace and prosperity because the persecution of believers ceased after Saul was sent home.



(2)   There was spiritual and mental peace and prosperity because of the teaching of the apostles, the function of spiritual gifts within the churches, and the spiritual growth of believers applying the word of God in their lives.
2.  “being built up and living in respect for the Lord”

a.  The word ‘peace’ is now further defined by the use of a couple of explanatory participles.

b.  The participle ‘being built up’ refers to the spiritual growth of the believers in these churches or assemblies.  


(1)  We are built up spiritual in two ways:




(a)  We learn the word of God, Bible doctrine, and continue to grow in grace and the knowledge of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, 2 Pet 3:18.




(b)  We apply what we learn in obedience to the will of God for us in the execution of our spiritual life.



(2)  ‘Being built up’ is the same word meaning ‘to be edified’, and is a major subject in Scripture.




(a)  Eph 2:19-22, “As a result, therefore, you [Gentiles] are no longer foreigners and aliens, but you are fellow-citizens with the saints and members of God’s household [royal family], having been built upon the foundation consisting of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the cornerstone, in relationship with Whom the whole building, while being fitted together, keeps growing into a holy temple in the Lord; in Whom also you are being constructed together for the purpose of a dwelling place of God by agency of the Spirit.”



(b)  Col 2:6, “Therefore, as you accepted Christ Jesus, the Lord, keep walking in Him, being firmly rooted in and built upon Him, that is, being established by means of doctrine, just as you have been taught and overflow with thanksgiving.”




(c)  Rom 14:19, “Consequently therefore, let us run after the things related to harmony and the things related to each other’s edification.”  Rom 15:2, “Each one of us must accommodate his neighbor because of the good [the plan of God] for the purpose of edification.”




(d)  1 Cor 8:1b, “Human knowledge causes arrogance, but virtue-love causes edification.”




(e)  1 Cor 14:3, “But the one who communicates divine revelation speaks edification and encouragement and comfort for the benefit of men.”  1 Cor 14:12, “So also you, because you are enthusiasts for the Spirit things strive for the edification of the church, in order that you might have an abundance.”




(f)  2 Cor 10:8-9, “For if I should mention something further concerning our authority, which the Lord has given for the purpose of edification and not for the purpose of your destruction, I will not be embarrassed [disgraced or dishonored], in order that I might not ever be regarded as frightening you by my letters.”




(g)  2 Cor 12:19, “All along you have been thinking that we have been making a defense before you.  We have been speaking in the sight of God in Christ.  And all this, beloved, for the benefit of your edification.”




(h)  Eph 4:11-16, “And He gave some apostles, others prophets, others evangelists, others pastor-teachers, for the purpose of equipping the saints for productive service for the purpose and result of the edification of the body of Christ, until we all attain to the unity produced by doctrine, that is, produced by the full knowledge of the Son of God, resulting in a mature believer, to the stature characterized by the maturity produced by the fullness of Christ, in order that we might no longer be childish [immature], being tossed here and there by waves and carried here and there by every wind of teaching by the trickery [cheating with loaded dice] of men, by the cunning for the purpose of deceitful scheming, but by speaking the truth associated with unconditional love, we [pastors] might begin to cause growth into Him with reference to all things, who is the head, Christ, because of Whom, the entire body, being joined together and being instructed by every supporting joint [pastor-teacher] on the basis of the operational power—in measure one [joint] for the benefit of each part, is caused to produce for itself the growth of the body resulting in the building up of one another by means of unconditional love.”

c.  The first part of spiritual prosperity or harmony with God is being built up spiritual by the knowledge of the word of God in our souls.


d.  The second part of spiritual prosperity or harmony with God is the application of that knowledge in what we think, say, and do, that is, living in respect for the Lord.



(1)  God expects us to live our life as believers in a state of respect for the Lord Jesus Christ.



(2)  God expects us to have total respect for the Lord because of what He did for on the Cross—being judged as a substitute for us.



(3)  Respect for the Living Word of God, the Lord Jesus Christ, is demonstrated in our obedience to the written word of God, the thinking of Christ, 1 Cor 2:16.



(4)  Our spiritual life is our respect for the Lord, which means our obedience to what God wants.


(5)  Our peace with God is our harmony with God, and our harmony with God is our respect for the Lord.
3.  “and in the encouragement from the Holy Spirit, it continued to be increased.”

a.  The Church continued to have peace, being built up in the encouragement from the Holy Spirit.

b.  Believers receive their encouragement from the Holy Spirit through the influence of the Holy Spirit.  And the influence of the Holy Spirit comes through the teaching ministry and application ministry of the Holy Spirit.  The application ministry of the Holy Spirit is the way in which the Holy Spirit brings into our memory the doctrine we have learned, so that we can apply it in life.

c.  The Holy Spirit causes us to remember the doctrine we have learned, which encourages us to live the spiritual life and respect the Lord.

d.  The result of the peace, prosperity, spiritual growth, and influence of the Holy Spirit resulted in the increase numerically of the Church.

e.  Therefore, the believers in Judea, Galilee, and Samaria continued to increase in number and grow spiritually.
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