Acts 9:20



 is the continuative/additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the temporal adverb EUTHEWS, which means “immediately” (BDAG, p. 405).  Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the feminine singular article and noun SUNAGWGĒ, which means “in the synagogues.”  This is followed by the third person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb KĒRUSSW, which means “to proclaim.”

The ingressive or inceptive imperfect tense describes the beginning of a past, continuous action.  It is translated “he began to proclaim.”


The active voice indicates that Saul produced the action of proclaiming Jesus.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun IĒSOUS, meaning “Jesus.”

“and immediately he began to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues,”
 is the epexegetical or explanatory use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “that.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning literally “this one,” but frequently used as a substitute for the personal pronoun, and translated “He.”  This is followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: he is.”

The present tense is an aoristic present or static present, which presents the state of being or static condition as a fact.  It is what it is.


The active voice indicates that Jesus is something, which is about to be stated.

The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular article and noun HUIOS, meaning “the Son” plus the possessive genitive or genitive of relationship from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “of God.”

“that ‘He is the Son of God.’”
Acts 9:20 corrected translation
“and immediately he began to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, that ‘He is the Son of God.’”
Explanation:
1.  “and immediately he began to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues,”

a.  The entire sentence now reads: “Now he was with the disciples in Damascus for several days, and immediately he began to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, that ‘He is the Son of God.’”

b.  After Saul recovered physically from his experience on the Damascus road, he immediately began to do what his spiritual gift demanded—he proclaimed in the synagogues of Damascus that Jesus was indeed the Son of God.

c.  Notice that nothing is said here of Saul speaking in tongues (and he definitely had that spiritual gift according to his statement in 1 Cor 14:18, “I give thanks to God I continue to speak with foreign languages [tongues] to a greater degree than all of you.”).  Saul proclaimed the gospel to the dispersed Jews in Damascus.  That was far more important than speaking in tongues.


d.  Saul went to the Jews first.  He went to the various synagogues in the city.  But instead of asking for Jewish Christians to be turned over to him for prosecution and persecution, he tried to persuade other Jews to believe that Jesus was the Christ, the Son of God, the God of Israel.


e.  The word “Jesus” is the title of the humanity of Christ.  Saul’s emphasis was on the fact that the Son of God had become a true human being and had lived among them, just as God had promised in the Old Testament.


f.  Saul knew what the Lord wanted him to do and he did it immediately.  Immediate, willing obedience is what God expects of us!
2.  “that ‘He is the Son of God.’”

a.  Saul’s initial message to his people is that Jesus is the Son of God.

b.  That Jesus was the Son of God was part of the same message proclaimed by Paul to the Galatians, Acts 13:33, “that God has fulfilled this [promise] to our children in that He raised up Jesus, as it is also written in the second Psalm, ‘You are My Son; today i have begotten You.’”


c.  Peter was the first to recognize that Jesus was the Son of God, Mt 16:16, “Simon Peter answered, ‘You are the Christ, the Son of the living God,’” while Paul was the first to preach Christ as “the Son of God,” as declared in Acts 9:20.


d.  ISBE on the title ‘Son of God’.  The title Son of God “may well have been especially associated with the preaching of Paul: it is significant that Acts 9:20 links the title with his preaching, and that it appears only once elsewhere in Acts, namely in a citation of Ps 2:7 in Paul’s sermon in Pisidian Antioch (Acts 13:33).  Here the promise, ‘Thou art my Son, today I have begotten thee’, is applied by Paul to the resurrection which is regarded as the begetting of Jesus to new life.  The thought, however, is not that Jesus became God’s Son by being raised from the dead, but rather that because he was his Son, God raised him from the dead. The same thought re-appears in Rom 1:3f., where Jesus is said to have been declared to be Son of God with power by the resurrection from the dead.  In 1 Thes 1:9f. the sonship of Jesus is again connected with the resurrection, and this fact is made the basis for the hope of his parousia [coming].

Two further elements appear to be associated with the title of ‘Son’ in this early period.  One is the thought of the pre-existence of the Son; a number of texts speak of God sending his Son (Jn 3:17; Rom 8:3; Gal 4:4f.; 1 Jn 4:9f., 14), and clearly presuppose that the Son came from being with the Father into the world.  This line of thought is expressed quite explicitly without the actual use of the term ‘Son’ in Phil 2:6–11.  Here Jesus is a divine figure, existing in the image of God and equal with God, who exchanged his heavenly mode of existence for a human, earthly form of existence in humility.  Although the passage speaks of his ‘emptying himself’ so that he exchanged the form of God for that of a slave, the fact that Paul regarded Jesus as God’s Son during his life and death indicates that he did not interpret this to mean that Jesus surrendered his divine nature in order to become incarnate.  Rather, ‘He emptied Himself in that He took the servant’s form … ; and this necessarily involved an eclipsing of His glory as the divine Image in order that He might come, in human flesh, as the Image of God incarnate’.

The other element associated with the title of Son is that God gave him up to suffer and die (Rom 4:25; 8:32; Gal 2:20; cf. Jn 3:16).  There may be some connection here with the OT example of Abraham who was prepared to give up his son, Isaac, to show his faith and obedience (Gen 22:12, 16).  Nor did God withhold his only Son, but gave him up freely to take away our sins.  By the use of the title ‘Son’ the greatness of the divine sacrifice is made all the more plain.

It is not certain at what point the tradition of the virgin birth of Jesus began to influence the Christological thinking of the church.  The implication of both the birth stories is that the circumstances of Jesus’ birth were kept quiet (cf. Mt 1:19; Lk 2:19, 51), and there is very little evidence that the tradition influenced the church before it was given expression in the Gospels. In both accounts Jesus is presented as the Son of God (Mt 2:15; Lk 1:32, 35) whose birth as the son of Mary is due to the influence of the Holy Spirit; it is as the Son of God that he is qualified for the office and task of the Messiah (Lk 1:32f.).  Not only so, but as the Son of God he can be designated Emmanuel, ‘God with us’; his presence on earth is tantamount to that of God himself. The two accounts do not take up the question of the relation between the Spirit-conception of Jesus and his identity with the pre-existent Son of God; their concern is exclusively with the way in which the son of Mary could be born as the Son of God.”


e.  The New Testament statements regarding the Son of God.



(1)  Rom 1:4, “who was declared ‘The Son of God’ powerfully in relation to the Spirit of Holiness by means of resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord,”



(2)  2 Cor 1:19, “For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, who was proclaimed among you by us, by me and Silvanus and Timothy, was not ‘Yes and No,’ but in Him ‘Yes’ began in the past and continues to be in the present.”



(3)  Gal 2:20, “Yet I am no longer living, but Christ is living in me.  Moreover that which I am now living in the flesh, I am living because of doctrine, the doctrine which belongs to the Son of God, who loved me and delivered Himself over as a substitute for me.”



(4)  Eph 4:13, “until we all attain to the unity produced by doctrine, that is, produced by the full knowledge of the Son of God, resulting in a mature believer, to the stature characterized by the maturity produced by the fullness of Christ,”


(5)  Heb 4:14, “Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has gone through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our acknowledgment of allegiance.”



(6)  1 Jn 3:8, “The one who practices sin is from the devil, because the devil has sinned from the beginning.  For this reason the Son of God was revealed, in order that He might destroy [bring to an end] the works of the devil.”



(7)  1 Jn 4:15, “Whoever acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God keeps on residing in him and he in God.”



(8)  1 Jn 5:5, “Who is the one overcoming the world, except the one who has believed that Jesus is the Son of God?”



(9)  1 Jn 5:10, “He who believes in the Son of God has this testimony in himself; he who does not believe God has made Him a liar, because he has not believed in the testimony, which God has testified concerning His Son.”



(10)  1 Jn 5:12-13, “He who has the Son has this life [eternal life].  He who does not have the Son of God does not have this life.  I have written these things to you who believe in the person of the Son of God, in order that you may know that you have eternal life.”



(11)  1 Jn 5:20, “Now we know that the Son of God has come and has given us the faculty for perception, in order that we may understand the real [objective reality] (because we live in the real [objective reality]) with reference to His Son Jesus Christ.  He is the true God and eternal life.”


f.  Based upon these statements in the New Testament regarding Jesus as the Son of God, we can easily see that the proclamation of Jesus as the Son of God was also related to the offer of eternal life through faith, trust, and/or confidence in Him as the Messiah of Israel, the true Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.


g.  Saul understood the message of the gospel and he immediately took that message to the Jews of Damascus.
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