Acts 9:16



 is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “for” with the nominative subject from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “I.”  Then we have the first person singular future active indicative from the verb HUPODEIKNUMI, which means “to show: I will show” (BDAG, p. 1037).

The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that the Lord will produce the action of showing Saul something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the dative of indirect object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to him” or simply “him” and referring to Saul.

“for I will show him”
 is the accusative direct object from the qualitative relative pronoun HOSOS, meaning “as much as; all that; or how much.”  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the impersonal verb DEI, meaning “it is necessary” or “one must.”

The present tense is a customary present for what is reasonably expected to occur.  It is reasonably expected that believers in Christ will suffer in Satan’s kingdom.


The active voice indicates that Saul will produce the action.


The indicative mood is a declarative indicative, which presents the action as a fact.

This is followed by the accusative subject of the infinitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “he,” since it functions as the subject of the infinitive at the end of the verse.  The infinitive is the aorist active infinitive of the verb PASCHW, which means “to suffer.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers the entire ministry of Saul for Jesus into a single whole.


The active voice indicates that Saul will produce the action.


The infinitive with the previous accusative subject introduces indirect discourse and functions as a complementary infinitive that completes the meaning of the impersonal verb DEI, so that the literal translation is: “how much it is necessary that he suffer” or “how much he must suffer.”

Then we have the preposition HUPER plus the ablative of cause (BDAG, p. 1031) from the neuter singular noun ONOMA plus the possessive genitive from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “because of My name/person.”
“how much he must suffer because of My name [person].’”
Acts 9:16 corrected translation
“for I will show him how much he must suffer because of My name [person].’”
Explanation:
1.  “for I will show him”

a.  The Lord’s entire statement to Ananias now reads: “Go, for this man is My chosen instrument, to bear My name before the Gentiles and kings and the sons of Israel; for I will show him how much he must suffer because of My name [person].”

b.  In this clause the Lord gives a second reason or explanation for why He is commanding Ananias to go to Saul.

c.  The Lord is going to show Saul how much Saul must suffer because of His faith in Christ.  This indicates that there will be direct divine revelation from God to Saul.  This fact shuts the mouth of Ananias to any further discussion.  God does not give direct revelation to just anyone, and the fact that God will do this for Saul indicates clearly to Ananias that Saul is someone very special to God, just as Ananias was someone very special to God.

2.  “how much he must suffer because of My name [person].’”

a.  Saul is going to suffer.  He is going to suffer a great deal.  And he is going to suffer because he has become a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ.

b.  In Modern America there is not much suffering because of faith in Christ, but this statement has great application in the Muslim parts of this world and in Communist China.

c.  Saul will suffer verbal slander, physical abuse, beatings, imprisonments, and eventually death because of his faith in the person of Jesus Christ.  He describes his sufferings in 2 Cor 11:24-28, “Five times I was given the thirty-nine [lashes] by the Jews.  Three times I was beaten with rods; once I was stoned; three times I was shipwrecked [this does not include the shipwreck when Paul was sent to Rome]; I have spent twenty-four hours adrift at sea.  On road-journeys many times, in dangers from rivers, in dangers from criminals, in dangers from the people [Jews], in dangers from Gentiles, in dangers in the city, in dangers in the desert, in dangers in the sea, in dangers by pseudo-believers.  In toil and exertion, in sleepless nights many times, in hunger and thirst, in situations without food many times, in cold and lack of sufficient clothing.  In addition to the external sufferings [there is] the daily pressure on me, the care of all the churches.”

d.  Notice that the Lord knows that Paul will suffer, but expects him to endure it and allow the Lord to deliver him through it (not from it).


e.  Undeserved suffering, such as Paul received, is a grace gift from God for the purpose of accelerating spiritual growth, and making occupation with Christ and reciprocal love for God a greater reality in our souls.  Undeserved suffering is for our benefit.


f.  All positive believers suffer because of their relationship with Christ, because our enemy the devil prowls around seeking whom he may devour.  Jn 16:33, “These things I have spoken to you, so that in Me you may have peace. In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the world.”

g.  Saul knew in advance from the Lord how much he was going to have to suffer, and yet this did not prevent him from executing the will of the Lord.  Saul never said, “I can’t and won’t go through all of that for You.”


h.  I’m certain that Saul considered his sufferings for Christ a small price to pay for the persecutions he inflicted on other believers.  Considering what he had done to them, there was no reason he should expect any less would be done to him.  The persecutor became the persecuted and this persecution began almost immediately in Damascus, Acts 9:23, “When many days had elapsed, the Jews plotted together to do away with him.”

i.  Peter also understood this principle of undeserved suffering given to positive believers, 1 Pet 4:12-19, “Beloved, do not be surprised because of the trial by fire among you for the purpose of testing which is happening for your benefit, as if an unusual thing was happening to you, but as you keep on sharing in the sufferings of Christ, rejoice, in order that you might also rejoice exulting at the revelation of His glory.  If you are criticized because of the person of Christ, [you are] happy, because the Spirit of glory, that is, the Spirit of God rests upon you.  By no means let any of you suffer as murderer or thief or criminal, or as an enemy-leader.  But if [you suffer] as Christians and you do, stop being ashamed, but glorify God because of this title.  For [it is] time to begin judgment with the family of God.  And since with us first, what [will be] the destiny of those who disbelieve the gospel of God?  Furthermore, since the righteous are saved with difficulty, where will the godless and sinner be manifest?  Therefore, let those who indeed suffer on account of the will of God commit their souls to a faithful creator in the sphere of doing what is inherently right.”

PAGE  
3

