Acts 9:15



 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “However” with the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EIPON, meaning “to say: he said.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the subject (‘the Lord’) produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition PROS plus the accusative of direction/place from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to him” and referring to Ananias.  This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun KURIOS, meaning “the Lord” and referring to the Lord Jesus Christ.  Then we have the second person singular present deponent middle/passive imperative from the verb POREUOMAI, which means “to go, proceed, or travel.”


The present tense is a descriptive/customary present for an action that is reasonably expected to occur right now.


The deponent middle/passive voice functions as an active voice with Ananias producing the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

“However, the Lord said to him, ‘Go,”
 is the causal/explanatory use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “for, because” and giving the reason or explanation for something.  Then we have the predicate nominative from the neuter singular noun SKEUOS, meaning “a vessel, an instrument” (BDAG, p. 927).  With this we have the attributive genitive
 from the feminine singular noun EKLOGĒ, which means “a special choice, selection, choice, election ‘a chosen instrument’ Acts 9:15.”
  Literally this says that Saul was an instrument of God’s selection, choice, or election.  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: he is.”


The present tense is a static or aoristic present for a state or condition that perpetually exists.


The active voice indicates that Saul produces the state of being God’s elected or chosen instrument to bring the gospel to the Gentiles of the Roman Empire.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact and reality.

This is followed by the dative of possession from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “belonging to Me” or “My.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “this one; this person; this man” and referring to Saul of Tarsus.  Luke used the same kind of demonstrative pronoun in Acts 8:10.
“for this man is My chosen instrument,”
 is the genitive neuter singular articular aorist active infinitive from the verb BASTAZW, which means “to carry, bear” (BDAG, p. 171).

The aorist tense looks at the action in its entirety as a future action.


The active voice indicates that Saul will produce the action.


The genitive neuter singular article with the infinitive is one of the oldest forms in Greek used to indicate purpose.  Thus we have an infinitive of purpose.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and noun ONOMA with the possessive genitive from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “My name/person” and referring to the name/person of Jesus Christ.  This is followed by the preposition ENWPION plus the adverbial genitive of place from the neuter plural noun ETHNOS and the masculine plural noun BASILEUS, which are connected by the coordinating conjunction TE KAI, meaning “before both Gentiles and kings.”  Finally, we have the adverbial genitive of place from the noun HUIOS plus the connective use of the conjunction TE, meaning “and” (when used in conjunction with the previous TE KAI construction) plus the descriptive genitive (genitive of identity) from the masculine singular noun ISRAĒL, meaning “the sons of Israel.”
“to bear My name before the Gentiles and kings and the sons of Israel;”
Acts 9:15 corrected translation
“However, the Lord said to him, ‘Go, for this man is My chosen instrument, to bear My name before the Gentiles and kings and the sons of Israel;”
Explanation:
1.  “However, the Lord said to him, ‘Go,”

a.  In contrast to Ananias’ statement of concern to the Lord, the Lord now simply orders him to go and do what he is told.

b.  The Lord does not need to tell Ananias, “I know all this.  Why are you telling Me what I already know?”  Ananias will figure this out for himself without being further instructed by the Lord.

c.  The Lord’s command brings an immediate end to any further discussion on the part of Ananias.  Ananias is wise enough to understand that he has come close to stepping out of bounds with the Lord.


d.  The important thing for Ananias to do, like all of us, is to do what we are told by the Lord without questioning the reasons why.  However, because of the Lord’s love and graciousness toward those who have believed in Him, He gives Ananias an explanation that will surely astound him.

2.  “for this man is My chosen instrument,”

a.  The subject ‘this one; this person; this man’ refers to Saul of Tarsus.

b.  The word ‘My’ indicates that Saul of Tarsus belongs to the Lord Jesus Christ.  This tells us that sometime in the last three days Saul has believed in Christ.  Saul now belongs to the Lord.

c.  The Lord has selected Saul of Tarsus, the worst enemy of Christianity, to be a chosen or elect instrument or vessel for a specific purpose, which is explained in the next clause.


d.  Saul was elected or chosen by the Lord in eternity past to be a believer in Christ.  Saul was elected or chosen in time to be an apostle of the Lord Jesus Christ.  The Lord had a plan for Saul’s life from eternity past, and carried out that plan beginning on the road to Damascus.  Gal 1:15-16, “But when God, the One who separated me from the womb of my mother and called me through His grace, determined to reveal His Son to me for my benefit, that I myself might proclaim Him among the Gentiles, I did not immediately consult with flesh and blood.”  Compare Rom 1:1, “Paul, the slave of Christ Jesus, commissioned an apostle, having been appointed because of the gospel of God.”

e.  God has a plan for your life, and you have been elected to the same privilege of serving the Lord in whatever manner he chooses for you.


f.  God chooses us.  We don’t choose God.  Acts 1:24, “And then praying they said, ‘You, Lord, the One who knows the hearts of all, reveal which one of these two You have chosen.’”  God selects us to serve Him in His plan.  We don’t select how we will serve Him.  The choice is His by the spiritual gift He gives to us.  We don’t choose our spiritual gift.  God chose the spiritual gift of apostleship for Saul.  God has chosen some other spiritual gift for you.  But we all have the privilege of serving the Lord through the use of our particular spiritual gift from the Lord.

g.  Saul will be a vessel of honor for the Lord, and this point will be a principle of doctrine he teaches in:



(1)  Rom 9:21-4, “Or does not the potter have authority over the clay from the same lump to make one on the one hand a vessel for the purpose of honor, and on the other hand another for the purpose of dishonor?  Of course he does.  Moreover, although willing to demonstrate His wrath and to reveal His omnipotence, God has endured with great patience vessels of wrath [unbelievers] having been prepared for destruction [the Last Judgment], also in order that He might reveal the riches of His glory on vessels of mercy, which He previously prepared for glory, even us whom He has elected, not only from Jews but also from Gentiles.”


(2)  2 Tim 2:21, “Therefore, if anyone has cleaned out himself from these things [impiety, false teaching, unrighteousness], he will be a vessel for the purpose of honor, having been sanctified, useful to the Master, having been prepared for the purpose of every good work.”

3.  “to bear My name before the Gentiles and kings and the sons of Israel;”

a.  The Lord now states the purpose for His choosing Saul to be His instrument or vessel.

b.  In the vessel of honor, called Paul, the Lord will carry the message of the gospel to the Gentiles and kings and the sons of Israel.


(1)  Saul will become the apostle to the Gentiles and carry the message of the gospel to every major Greek city in the Roman Empire.  He will certainly bear the name and person of Jesus Christ before the Gentiles of the Roman Empire.


(2)  Saul will also present the gospel to kings, such as King Agrippa (Acts 25:23ff) and before the Roman Emperor Nero.  The Gentiles and kings are closed linked by TE KAI.


(3)  Paul will also present the name of Jesus as the Christ to the sons of Israel in every city to which he travels—to the Jew first, but also to the Gentiles.  Paul also presented the gospel clearly to the sons of Israel in the temple when he was arrested by the Romans.  Paul’s message to the Jews is part of his mission from the Lord, but being placed last indicates that they will generally reject his message, as they did (Acts 9:20, “and immediately he began to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying, ‘He is the Son of God’.”).

c.  Saul of Tarsus would be the vessel to bear the message of Jesus Christ throughout the Roman Empire to great and small, influential and insignificant, Jew and Gentile, men and women, slave and free, for there is no partiality with God, and there would be none with Paul.

d.  So should it be with all of us as ambassadors for Christ.
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