Acts 8:8



 is the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Then” plus the third person singular aorist deponent middle indicative from the verb GINOMAI, which is used as a synonym for EIMI and means “to be: there was.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The deponent middle functions like an active voice—the state of rejoicing producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the predicate nominative from the feminine singular adjective POLUS and the noun CHARA, meaning “much or great happiness, joy, rejoicing.”

“Then there was great rejoicing in that city.”
 is the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the feminine singular article and noun POLIS with the adjectival use of the feminine singular demonstrative pronoun EKEINOS, meaning “in that city.”
“in that city.”
Acts 8:8 corrected translation
“Then there was great rejoicing in that city.”
Explanation:
1.  “Then there was great rejoicing”

a.  As a result of the miracles, the healings, the exorcisms, and above all the salvation of so many people, there was great rejoicing in that city.

b.  Many times in the New Testament we hear of rejoicing and happiness associated with salvation.


(1)  The principle is stated in Mt 13:20, “The one on whom seed was sown on the rocky places, this is the man who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy.”



(2)  Rom 15:13, “Now may the God who produces confidence fill you with all happiness and prosperity by means of what you believe, in order that you may abound in confidence by means of the power of the Holy Spirit.”



(3)  1 Pet 1:8, “Whom, though having not seen, you love, and in Whom, though you do not see now but believe, you rejoice with inexpressible and glorious joy.”



(4)  Lk 13:17, “As He said this, all His opponents were being humiliated; and the entire crowd was rejoicing over all the glorious things being done by Him.”



(5)  Acts 8:39, “When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; and the eunuch no longer saw him, but went on his way rejoicing.”



(6)  Acts 13:48, “When the Gentiles heard this, they began rejoicing and glorifying the word of the Lord; and as many as had been appointed to eternal life believed.”
2.  “in that city.”

a.  Again we do not know exactly what city is meant (see the notes on verse 5), but we do know that the entire city was affected by the mission of Philip.

b.  We also know from the next verse that Satan had his agent working in that city as well.
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