Acts 8:35



 is the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Then” plus the nominative masculine singular aorist active participle from the verb ANOIGW, which means “to open: opening.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the subject, Philip, produced the action.


The participle is a temporal participle, indicating that the active of this participle preceded the action of the main verb.  It is translated “after opening.”

Then we have the nominative subject from the neuter singular article and noun STOMA with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “his mouth.”

“Then Philip, after opening his mouth”
 is the connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the nominative masculine singular aorist middle participle from the verb ARCHW, which means “to begin: beginning.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The middle voice indicates that the subject, Philip, is intimately and personally involved in producing the action.


The participle is a temporal participle in harmony with the previous participle to which it is connected by KAI.

Then we have the preposition APO plus the ablative of origin/source from the feminine singular article and noun GRAPHĒ and the adjectival use of the feminine singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “from this Scripture.”  This is followed by the third person singular aorist middle indicative from the verb EUAGGELIZW, which means “to proclaim.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The middle voice indicates that the subject, Philip, is intimately and personally involved in producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the dative of indirect object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to him.”  Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and proper noun IĒSOUS, transliterated as “Jesus.”
“and beginning from this Scripture, proclaimed Jesus to him.”
Acts 8:35 corrected translation
“Then Philip, after opening his mouth and beginning from this Scripture, proclaimed Jesus to him.”
Explanation:
1.  “Then Philip, after opening his mouth”

a.  In answer to the Ethiopian’s question regarding concerning whom Isaiah is speaking, Philip now begins to give him the answer.

b.  The phrase “after opening his mouth” indicates that Philip began a long dissertation concerning the person and work of Jesus.


c.  We don’t know exactly how long it has been since the death of Jesus in Jerusalem.  It may have been a year or several years previously.  So we don’t know how much the Ethiopian already knew about the person of Jesus and his arrest and crucifixion.


d.  In any case, Philip probably made sure that nothing was left out and a complete explanation of the life of Jesus was given. 
2.  “and beginning from this Scripture, proclaimed Jesus to him.”

a.  Philip begins with the answer to the Ethiopian’s immediate question.  To begin anywhere else would leave the man still thinking about the answer to his question and not paying attention to what Philip had to say.

b.  Philip could immediately answer the Ethiopian’s question by saying, “Isaiah is talking about someone other than himself; he is talking a person who recently fulfilled this Scripture in Jerusalem; His name is Jesus; let me tell you about Him.”

c.  With this opening Philip is now free to proclaim the entire good news about the person and work of Jesus as the Messiah.


d.  Philip would be able to give the same explanation that was so successful in Samaria, and the same message that he had heard Peter and John give in Solomon’s portico so many times.


e.  Notice the name ‘Jesus’, which emphasizes the humanity of Christ.  Luke uses this title of our Lord because it emphasizes His true humanity and incarnation.  It emphasize the fact that God became man and tabernacled among us.


f.  The fact that Philip could accurately and correctly interpret one of the most difficult passages in the Old Testament indicates his positive volition to the teaching of the word of God and spiritual growth.  God cannot use those who are not prepared with a clear and accurate understanding of Scripture.


g.  The Jewish interpretation of this passage in Isaiah is that the suffering servant of God is the nation of Israel rather than Jesus as their Messiah.  Philip, a Jew, knew the correct interpretation, which the Scribes, Pharisees, Sadducees, and Sanhedrin denied.


h.  Israel has distorted the interpretation of this passage for centuries for one reason only—to deny the person of Jesus as their Messiah.  Truly: They have stumbled over that rock of stumbling. And God has given to them a state of mind of bewilderment, eyes for the purpose of not seeing, ears for the purpose of not hearing until this very day.
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