Acts 8:16



 is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” and explaining why Peter and John had to pray for these new Samaritan believers to receive the Holy Spirit.  With this we have the negative temporal adverb OUDEPW, which refers to “the negation of extending time up to and beyond an expected point, meaning: not yet, still not Jn 7:8, 39; 19:41; 20:9; Acts 8:16.”
  Then we have the imperfect periphrastic construction, which combines the third person singular imperfect active indicative of the verb EIMI with the nominative neuter singular perfect active participle of the verb EPIPIPTW to form a single verbal idea.


The verb EIMI means “to be,” but in the imperfect tense with the intensive perfect tense in the participle it results in a pluperfect idea, which describes a resulting state of being in the past.  It is translated “had not yet fallen.”


The verb EPIPIPTW means “to fall upon, befall, or come upon” (BDAG, p. 377).


The active voice indicates that the Holy Spirit (neuter singular in the participle) had not yet produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative of a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition EPI plus the adverbial genitive of place from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “upon them” and referring to the Samaritan believers.  With this we have the locative of place from the masculine singular negative cardinal adjective OUDEIS, meaning “not one” or “no one.”  Literally this says “upon no one of them” or “upon not one of them.”
“For He had not yet come upon not one of them;”
 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE plus the adverb of degree MONOS, meaning “but…only.”  Then we have the nominative masculine plural perfect passive participle from the verb BAPTIZW, which means “to be identified with” or “to be baptized.”  Here it is used in a technical sense of the ritual of water baptism.

The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes a past, completed action.


The passive voice indicates that the Samaritans received the action of being baptized by Philip.


The participle expresses attendant circumstances.

This is followed by the third person plural imperfect active indicative from the verb HUPARCHW, which means “to be” and is a synonym for the verb EIMI.


The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, used with the perfect tense is the previous participle to form another pluperfect periphrastic.


The active voice indicates that the Samaritan believers produced the action of being baptized.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the neuter singular article and noun ONOMA, meaning “in/into the person/name.”  With this we have the possessive genitive or genitive of identity from the masculine singular article and proper nouns KURIOS and IESOUS, meaning “of the Lord Jesus.”
“but they had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.”
Acts 8:16 corrected translation
“For He had not yet come upon not one of them; but they had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.”
Explanation:
1.  “For He had not yet come upon not one of them;”

a.  Luke continues by explaining why Peter and John had to pray for these new Samaritan believers to receive the Holy Spirit.

b.  The Holy Spirit had not yet come upon any of them.  What does this mean?


(1)  It does not mean that they were not regenerated; for regeneration occurs the moment a person believes in Christ.



(2)  It does not mean that they were not yet empowered or filled with the Holy Spirit.



(3)  It also does not mean that they were not yet indwelt by God the Holy Spirit.



(4)  And it does not mean that they were not yet entered into union with Christ.  All of these ministries of the Holy Spirit occur at the moment of salvation without any outward manifestation of their occurrence.


(5)  The one thing that they did not yet have was the distribution of spiritual gifts provided by the Holy Spirit as occurred on Pentecost, which is the manifestation of His presence in/with them, that is, of His coming upon them.

c.  So why the delay?



(1)  Everyone has a theory, but few have good answers.



(2)  The only thing that is different between what occurs here and what occurs later on in Ephesus with the twelve believers there is the presence of an apostle to participate in the event.



(3)  Apparently God wanted the apostles to be personally present during the pre-Canon period of the Church Age, when the Holy Spirit ‘came upon’ new believers.  This would give credibility and validity to the authority of the apostles and the messages of Scripture that would later be written by them.


(4)  There was nothing wrong with the Samaritan believers; they would be treated equally by God in the reception of the Holy Spirit.  But God wanted the Samaritans to know that the apostles had unique authority in this new period of human history.  And the way in which God made that issue clear was by delaying the ministries of the Holy Spirit to these new believers until an apostle was present.

2.  “but they had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.”

a.  Luke continues his explanation by stating that the Samaritans had been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.  This refers to the water baptism administered by Philip, mentioned in verse 12.

b.  Being baptized into the name of the Lord Jesus was the procedure used at Pentecost, Acts 2:38, “Then Peter [said] to them, ‘Change your mind, and each of you be baptized [cleansed] on the basis of the person of Jesus Christ resulting in the forgiveness of your sins, and then you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”

c.  Being baptized into the name/person of the Lord Jesus is also taught by Paul in:



(1)  Rom 6:3, “Or are you ignorant that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus have been baptized into His [spiritual] death?”


(2)  Gal 3:27, “For you see, as many of you as have been identified with Christ, have clothed yourselves in Christ.”


(3)  See also Acts 10:48, “And he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked him to stay on for a few days.”


(4)  Compare Acts 19:5, “When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.”

c.  The title “the Lord Jesus” was also used by Luke in Acts 1:21; 4:33 and emphasizes the deity and humanity of Christ as the God-man.

d.  To be baptized with water in the name of someone meant to be identified with them, as someone belonging to them or intimately associated with them.

e.  This ritual depicts the ministry of the Holy Spirit whereby the new believer is entered into union with Christ, that is, being made a part of the royal family of God.


f.  Another critical answer to why the delay in the coming of the Holy Spirit was probably to teach Peter and John that these Samaritan believers would be equally a part of the royal family of God.  God wanted Peter and John to be witnesses to the rest of the apostles and believers in the Jerusalem church that the Samaritan believers were indeed in union with Christ through the coming of the Holy Spirit upon them.


g.  God did not want there to be an issue of inequality between Jerusalem Christians and Samarian Christians as there had been among the Judean Jews and Samarian Jews.  That kind of racial prejudice was not going to exist in the royal family of God.  We will see the same pattern come up again with the conversion of the Gentile believers and for all the same reasons.
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